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j Expensive Nite 


Mabaret and night club uA 
Btors have reached the conclu- 
that people have ceased to pat- 
ize the night places, not because 
y are broke or trying to save 
ney, but because they have be- 
Ene speakeasy-minded. 
An ultra smart nite club with its 
nensive cover charge and every- 
Ming else could be attended for the 
Mme price that one spends in an 
ening in a speak. More money is 
ent in constant speakeasy attend- 
Ace than in the old nite club days. 
ren to drown one’s sorrows over 
bubles costs plenty of dough. 
he majority of people just pre- 
Mr speakeasies to nite clubs now, 
Md that’s all there is to it. 
The «more decorative and ex- 
nsive a speak is, the more popu- 
“ar. Peopte-can go to a very smart 
Weoking place and not bother to 


(Continued on Page 61) 


ap Film M. C.’s Supply 
Dialog for Talkers 









































Japan’s wired houses, of which 
iere are now 20, are “fading down” 
Inglish dialog to an almost inaudi- 
e mumble while the benchai, or 
iterpreter, continues to explain the 
tion as he did previously with si- 
t pictures. 

Benchais, who constitute the 
rongest labor union in Japan, were 
first apprehensive and antagonis- 
ic about dialog, but as almost no 
e understands English in Japan, 
heir jobs were perfectly safe. In 
act, dialog has given them an ad- 
vantage. ‘ 
They do net interpret literally. 
n fact, they frequently give the 
Japanese audiences a version of 
erican stories that they think 
ill be liked better by the natives. 
Hlence, according to Frank V. 
hamberlain, general representative, 
in the Orient for M-G-M, Japanese 
udiences sometimes burst into 
ughter in the middle of serious se- 
yuences. 

Benchais are great wisecrackers 
nd in proportion to their ability as 
humorists have personal followings 
vhich command for them salaries as 
igh as 150 yen weekly, about $75, 
pulous wages for Japan. 





aa” Paint Brooklyn 
» Ballroom to Any Order 


St. George 
contains a unique 
allroom. It is without windows, 
eating apparatus or ornamenta- 
an. Walls and ceilings are paint- 
' solid white. 

fyecial lighting system projects 
lors onto the walls and ceilings 
hanging the architectural motif at 
ill, according to the social event 
progress. Thus an Irish ball can 
» golden harps on a green field, 
»can have antlers all over the 
q etc. 

generated by the lights pro- 
. Se ‘ssary warmth of the room 
“h a capacity of 2,500 per- 


Yew annex of the 
otel, Brooklyn, 


} eakeasy Fad Spreading Fast; 


+ 


Clubs Belted by It 








Talking Film Dolls 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Local toy manufacturer is 
soliciting screen stars for a 
record of their voices in an ef- 
fort to duplicate them in talk- 
ing dolls to be placed on the 
market when the mechanism is 
perfected, 

Overtures are‘also for, per- 
mission to mold the dolls after 
the likeness of the screen play- 
ers. Few are willing to grant. 
this concession without some 
compensation. Toy man won't 
promise anything until he sees 
how the dolls get over. 

















COAST WOMEN ATTACK 
FRISCO’S BILLBOARDS 


San Francisco, Jan. 14. 

Committees from various wom- 
en’s clubs have béeh putting out 
propaganda against billboards. 
Talk has been going the rounds 
that various big firms have been 
approached with the intimation that 
a boycott may be invoked by the 


women against any and all using 
this medium of advertising. 

It is pretty generally admitted 
here that one of the country’s big 
oil concerns is backing the cam- 
paign and figuratively yelling “Sic 
‘em” to the femmes. 

Local billboard concerns are con- 
siderably worried. Foster & Kleiser, 
the biggest, is going out to combat 
the campaign by building numerous 
children’s playgrounds behind their 
signboards. Many of these boards 
are erected in front of vacant lots 
and the plans call for beautifying 
these plots, dubbing them “Foster 
& Kleiser Children’s Playground.” 
There is a crying need in this town 
for such space. It is reported 
F. & K. will spend something like 
$100,000 for the purpose. 


World League Film 


Geneva, Jan. 14. 
A propaganda picture has heen 
produced under the auspices of the 
League of Nations which maintains 


its permanent seat here. 

Sequences show the buildings of 
the World League. the Congress of 
diplomats in ful session and prin- 
cipal leaders in the movement 
toward international accord are re- 
corded in addresses. 

One of the principal purposes is 
said to be circulation in the United 
States, where League membership 
is still being debated. 














Fame! 
Berlin, Jan. 14. 
A new song published in Berlin 
bears the title: “Greta Garbo 


ee + 


HOSTESoES FROM 
NEW YORK 10 FLA. 


Girls Applying for Bus Jobs 
Preferred Who Can Dig 
Up Extra Fares—Arrange 
and Enliven Trips With 
Uke Strumming—‘“‘Person- 
al” Advertisements Used 


LATEST RACKET 


Several of the Florida bus lines 


operating out of New York are em- 
ploying hostesses on outgoing trips, 
with gals getting free transporta- 
tion, other expenses and a per- 
centage cut on sales solicited by 
them. 

Unemployed show girls with a 
yen for Folrida &nd it’s balmy 
beaches are going heavy for the 

(Continued on page 57) 


Film “Rita” Ends All 
Demand for Road Co. 


Ogden, Utah, Jan, 14. 

Newspaper, organizations and 
one church, even, united in giving 
free advertising to road production 
of “Rio Rita,” first road company 
to play town in year. 

Two performances were given. 
The theatre manager admitted he 
would have made $500 more if he 
had run pictures as usual. A few 
days later “Rio Rita” in sound pic- 
ture form came to téwn. The people 
liked it better than the road com- 
pany, so everybody is saying, 
“what’s the use?” Besides the big 
difference in the prices. 


Charges U.S. Army With 
Sex Appeal Methods 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

Army will be more cautious in 
the future when it comes to hand- 
ing out honorary commissions as 
colonels, etc., to feminine Jegit and 
picture stars. 

Congressman Ross A. Collins 
charges that the Army is attempting 














Despite Bombing, 








“Fire” Racketeers 





Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Another racket by sidewalk 
gangsters has the small the- 
atre owners worried. 

Gang of petty racketeers go 
into theatre, wait until a quiet 
moment and then yell “Fire.” 
As the crowd rushes out, the 
boys snatch pocketbooks from 
the women and skip. 

This occurred three times in 
as many houses on the west 
side last week. 


MORE NOVELTY, LESS BIZ 
IN SHIP-SHORE CHATTER 














Edenton, N. C., Jan. 14, 
Ship-to-shore ‘phone conversa- 


tions which cost $7 per minute are 
mostly being used for the novelty 
of the thing. Carroll E. Kramer. 
wartime naval radio electrician who 
has. a home built low wave set of 
extraordinary range, says so and 
reveals that the conversations aern’t 
as private as they’re supposed to 
be. 

Kramer listens in regularly on 
chatter between the “Leviathan” 
and land ’phones. Very little of the 
stuff is worth $7, he claims. Evi- 
dently stock traders know the talk 
isn’t private, for they use code. 

Kramer discovered that interna- 
tional programs arranged in Europe 
for rebroadcasting in the United 
States are tried out privately a few 
days before the public broadcast. 
They are sent over for cheeking 
and, if needed, censoring. The New 
Year program of greeting and talent 
was heard by Kramer in a broad- 
cast from Europe three days before 
it was put on the air in this coun- 








to use “sex appeal methods” to 
whoop up recruiting and. secure 
publicity. 

Some Tough! 





So tough in the small caba- 
rets of Greenwich Viliage that 
proprietors are cutting in on 
the throw money of buskin en- 
tertainers. 

They have been doing their 
stuff gratis in the joints, de- 
pending on the toss for cakes’ 


coin. 
New order has it that the 
catcher split 50-50 on the 


throw with the house pianist. 
The boss takes the pianist’s 
end of the cut later, 











Kissed Me in My Dream.” 





try. 





Dollar Line Wires 


San Francisco, Jan. 14. 

Steamers of the Dollar Line are 
being equipped to show talking 
pictures. 

First installation, 
been made in the “President Fill- 
more,” which sails from New York 
for the Coast Jan. 16, according to 
R. Stanley Dollar, president. 

This will be the first ship in Pa- 
cific waters equipped for. sound. 
When the boat reaches the Malay 
Peninsula cities it will give those 
residents their first opportunity to 
| hear dialog films. 

All other ships of the line will be 
similarly provEmes. 





W. E., has 


Eastman Giveaways 


Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 14. 
Eastman Kodak is reported plan- 
ning the giving away of 1,000,000 
inexpensive cameras to school chil- 
dren throughout the country. 
Idea is that the cameras will cre- 
ate a big demand for film. 











Indie Suicide Follows Tough Breaks: 
Wife Still Operating 





Akron, O., 
Park J. Palmer, 
Ideal theatre, 


gu.t Jan. 10. Back of his tragic de- 
mise is the drama of an independent 
theatre operator. 

Last spring Palmer was operat- 
ing the Ideal, little neighborhood 
theatre, with his wife in the box 
office and a union operator in the 
booth. Palmer was feeling the op- 
position of wired houses, But had 
hopes of equipping his own house 
fer talkers. Then the operators’ 
union established a new and higher 
wage scale. Palmer said he couldn’t 
meet it and stay in kmsiness; so he 
installed a non-union operator. 

With the new operator in the 
booth a can of film “caught fire.” 
More than 100 school children were 
in the theatre at a matinee per- 
formance. Mrs. Palmer calmed the 
youngsters and led them through 
the smoke-filled theatre to safety. 
During the fire the operator disap- 
peared. He has not been seen 
since. 


Jan, 14. 
owner of the 
killed himself with a 


Twice Repaired 
Palmer redecorated the house and 
opened it again. Expense of alter- 
ing wasn’t great, but to Palmer it 


(Continued on Page 61) 


WARNERS WILL GLORIFY 
SEC’S 3 SUNDAY NITES 


Glorifying secretaries in a Broad- 
way show, with first night lights 
and everything, is actually going to 
happen. It’s the first time a busi- 
ness house, or film company, has 
decided to match the gams of its 
gum chewers in a Broadway house 
with the trained ones at a $3 top 
for the public. 

WB beauts, and there are some 
snappy pencil pushers over on 
Eighth ave., are being scanned for 
the best 32. These will compose 
the ballet, chorus and what-not. 
Plus this will be 10 sketches for a 
two and a half hour show due the 
first three Sunday nights in Feb- 
ruary at Chanin’s 46th street the- 
atre. 

Show will be all-Warner, no out- 
side talent being considered. Songs, 
some new, are already being tuned 
up in the Warner key factory. 

The prima has already been se- 
lected. She is a Miss Winston in 
the Witmark offices, who is said 
to have that ingenue technique. 

Work on the revue has been 
completed. George Billson, p. a., 
did most of it. Money derived will 
go to the employees’ club and 
charity. 
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WHEN YOU GO TO BUY 





COSTUMES 


GOWNS AND UNIFOR™MS 
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London Christmas Pantos Enormous: 





Flock of Revivals; Spotty Returns 


London, Jan, 14. 
Survey of the London box office 
field as the new year starts shows 
the two Christmas Pantomimes do- 


fing an enormous businesg with a 
group of revues running at high 
tide and the large number of re- 
vivals uneven in takings but gen- | 
erally weak. Some of the long run 
attractions also are showing signs 


of having exhausted their pull. 
Adelphi—The Jack Hulbert revue 
“The House That Jack Built,” 
couldn’t be bigger, with 
clamoring for more seats. 
Aldwych—"“The Cup of Kindness” 
has fizzled out and is coming off, 
with a new Ben Travers piece to 
follow. 
Ambassadors — ‘‘Third Time 
Iucky” is another that has not 
much longer to go. Counted a flop. 
Apollo—"‘Symphony in Two Flats” 
makes another change of base, go- 


ing back to the New theatre with 
the Apollo offered on rental. “Sym- 
phony” running along at around $8,- 
500 a week. 


Comedy—“The Ghost Train,” in 
revival, a flop and closing shortly. 


Criterion—“The Private Seere- 
tary” put in as revival for a short 
run and doing nicely for that pur- 
pose. 


Daly’s—“Charley’s Aunt,” revival 
of ancient farce, and doing nicely. 
To be succeeded at the end of the 
month by “Point Counter Point.” 


Dominion—‘Follow Thru” opened 
in October and went to Christmas 
with only two losing weeks. Now 
getting around $18,000 and libraries 
are doing better than when they 
contracted, particularly with the 
upstairs, the orchestra being only 
fair. 

Drury Lane—‘“Sleeping Beauty,” 
Christmas pantomime, is enormous, 
€specially at matinees. Grossing 
$25,000. 

Duchess—“The Man at Six,” an- 
other revival. Originally put in for 
matinees only. “Typhoon,” how- 
ever, has close@ asthe evening bill 
and the first named piece is playing 
nights also. Doing poorly. 


Duke of York—‘Jew Suss” was 
slightly off around Christmas, but 
is again still close to capacity. At- 
traction has just entered into an- 
other library deal. 

Fortune Theatre—“The Last En- 
emy” started slowly with unfavor- 
able notices, but now picking up. 
Swaffer commended the play and 
the cast has taken a cut in salaries. 
Both helped, but continued success 
is doubtful. 

Gaiety—“Love Lies” is doing a 
remarkable business in spite of an- 
nouncement of closing. The libraries 
have been buying heavily under a 
contract that lasts for the run and 
are satisfied to continue. Gross is 
still around $15,000, with closing set 
for Jan. 18 completing nine months’ 
run. Same management will then 


(Continued on page 6) 


GUITRYS QUIT PIGALLE; 
TO STAR IN OWN REVUE 


Paris, Jan, 14. 
Sacha Guitry fs leaving Baron de 





* Rothschild’s swank Theatre Pigalle 


where “Histoires de France” will 
continue. 

Dramatist-star is writing a new 

revue to be presented at the Made- 
leine theatre in March with Guitry 
and his wife, Yvonne Printemps, 
starred. 
* Until then the couple will spend 
a vacation on the Riviera. Pigalle 
started with a great furore, but the 
Introductory offering “His Toires” 
did not fare well at the hands either 
of the critics or the public. 


SOPH FOR LONDON KIT-CAT 


London, Jan. 14. 
When Sophie Tucker opens her 
new show here in March, under the 
management of Paul Murray and 
Jack Hulbert, she probably will 
double at the Kit Cat restaurant. 








The Tiller Dancing Schools 
of America, Inc. 


64 WEST 74th ST... NEW YORK 
MARY READ. President 
Phone Endicott 8218-6 
New Classes Now Forming 


the 





“Lousy” in English 





When “Wake Upand Dream” 
opened at the Selwyn, New 
York, Jack Buchanan, star of 
all-English company, had 
a blackout in which he was 
asked for an opinion. The re- 
ply was, “It’s terrible.” 





libraries 


Just died. 

Mr. Buchanan has rewritten 
the line and now says: ~ 

“It’s lousy.” 

sig laugh. 











REINHARDT OR ROYALTY 
AS VIENNA DIRECTOR 


Vienna, Jan. 14. 
Herterich, manager of the Vienna 





Buretheatre (civic theatre) is re- 
ported losing his post, with real 
royalty discussed as a probable 
successor. 

Royal candidate is Henry, 45th 


Prince of Reuss, a small principal- 
ity of about 450 square miles, for- 
merly attached to old imperial Ger- 
many, with a line of rulers running 
back to very ancient times. 

Reason for the retirement of the 
old theatre manager is the failure 
of “The Cradle Song.” 

Story here is that invitation will 
be extended ‘to Max Reinhardt to 
take directorship of the State house, 
contingent upon his 1zreemer.t to 
make Vienna his residznce and con- 
fine his activity to the Austrian cap- 
ital. 


WEATHER 





Washington, Jan. 14. 

Weather Bureau furnished “Va- 
riety” with following outlook for 
week beginning tomorrow: 

Indications are for much cloudy 
and unsettled weather next several 
days, with probability of occasional 
rain along Atlantic Coast and snow 
or rain elsewhere from Chicago area 
eastward. 

Much colder Chicago to Pittsburgh 
Wednesday (15) and in Atlantic 
states Wednesday _ night. Cold 
weather will likely predominate 
thereafter for several days. 


_-- 





London Censors Songs 
London, Jan. 14. 


Lord Byng, London's newly ap- 
pointed police commissioner, is tak- 
ing drastic steps to modify all songs 
sung in cabarets. All reference to 
the Prince of Wales, or other per- 
‘sonages of the royal family, is out. 

Censorship also goes for sugges- 
tive gags. As a result one famous 
entertainer, and a permanent fea- 
ture in one of the West End spots, 
is out of luck. 


All-Europe Circus Tour 
Zurich, Jan. 14. 
Sarrasani’s circus, which calls 
itself the world’s biggest show, has 
laid out a tour to cover all Europe. 
Route starts at Mannheim, with 
Berlin and other by-German towns 
to follow and then France. 


CAIRO SCHNOZZLES MOVE 
Cairo, Jan. 14. 

The Inseparables, feature at 
Shephard’s hotel and resembling in 
more ways than one New York's 
Schnozzles, Clayton, Jackson and 
Durante, shortly open at the Semi- 
ramis. 

Trio are by name Jack Wallace, 
Louis Praeger and Maurice Har- 
ford. 


IRVING TWINS DO WELL 
London, Jan. 14. 
Irving Twins, Americans with a 
European reputation, scored nicely 
at the Coliseum (vaudeville) last 
week, also doubling at the Cafe de 
Paris, where they are in for a fort- 
night. 


REMODELING ODEON 
Paris, Jan. 14. 
Odeon, historic legit house, will 
undergo considerable remodeling 
when it shuts down for the summer. 
Theatre is an ancient structure 
and could not conform at times 
with certain modern standards. 








(CHIC) 


YORK and KING 


(ROSE) 


Originators of “Tin-Type” com- 


edy. 

Arriving South Africa per Arman- 
dale Castie, and due to open De- 
cember 9. 


Three weeks, Empire Theatre, 
Johannesburg; two weeks, Durban; 
two weeks, Capetown. 


Represented by JENIE JACOBS 





MISSED NET IN FALL, 
LIONEL KILLED IN S. A. 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 14, 

Last night at the Japanese Gar- 
dens, with 10,000 people present, 
Lionnel, aerialist, over-balanced on 
the 80-foot high bar for his fall, 
missing the net and being instan- 
taneously killed. 

Lionnel was a French trapezist; 
in private life, Luis Alphonse. 


Geddes, Diplomat, Sees 
Own Play Done Secretly 








London, Jan. 14. 

Sir .Auckland Geddes, former 
British Ambassador to Washington, 
appeared as a dramatist for the first 
time last night (Monday) when he 
appeared at the first performance in 
an outlying theatre, Embassy, of 
“Through the Veil.” 

Play deals with spiritualism and 
has been rewritten by Sir Auckland 
and his secretary from an original 


{work produced two years ago at 


Hempstead. It was staged only for 
the week in its new form. 

It is full of argument, some of it 
reasonable, some of it far-fetched, 
and without commercial appeal. 
Diplomat wrote it secretly and only 
when the curtain fell on the pre- 
miere admitted that he was its co- 
author. 


NILSSON’S NEAR-FLOP 


London, Jan. 14. 

Walter Nilsson, after two years’ 
absence, appeared at the Palladium 
(vaude) and scored. Due to ner- 
vousness he failed to get his comedy 
points across at the first show and 
was ready to quit. 6 

On the second show, a favorable 
reception gave him new courage and 
he changed his mind. 


’ SAILINGS 


Feb. 22 (New York to Germany) 
J. C. Stein (Bremen). 

Feb. 15. (Cherbourg to New York) 
Richard Barthelmess (Bremen). 

Jan. 23 (Paris to New York), Car- 
lo Bavetta (Bremen). 

Jan. 22 (San Francisco to Syd- 
ney), Charles Zimmy, and manager, 
Morris Hertz (Manoa). 


Jan. 17 (New York to Paris) 
Pedro Rubin, Triana Sisters (Ie 
De France). 

Jan. 15 (Bremen to New York) 


Oscar Strauss (Roosevelt). 

Jan. 11 (New York to London), 
Charles B. Cochran, Frank Collins, 
Major E. O, Leadley (Olympic). 

Jan, 11 (New York to London), 
Handers and Millis (Bremen). 

Jan. 10 (Capetown to London), 
John Deverell, Two Jovers (Edin- 
burgh Castle). 

Jan. 9 (New York to Paris), Ar- 
thus Selig (Geo. Washington). 

Jan. 8 (Paris to New York), Babe 


Egan and “Redheads” (lle de 
France). 
Jan. 3 (Capetown to London), 


Fred Beck, Jackson Owen and as- 
sistant, Dorie Dene and assistant, 





Derry affd Sloan, Burnard Lovett, 


DIES AT KEYBOARD 


Arthur Owen, So. Africa Conductor, 
Dies as Overture Ends 








Capetown, Jan. 14. 

At the conclusion of the overture 
at the Theatre Royal, Durban, act- 
ing conductor Arthur Owen fell dead 
across the piano keyboard, a victim 
of heart disease. 

The show continued with the 
audience not aware of the tragedy. 
Owen leaves a wife and two chil- 
dren. 


ROYALTY BATTLE MAY 
CLOSE SPANISH LEGIT 


Madrid, Jan. 14. 
Spanish -Authors and 
the Madrid legitimate managers are 


in a deadlock over the question of 
paying authors a royalty of 16%, 
amounts being collected daily. 





Society of 


managers, who charge that the-au- 
thors are interfering with their 
business, that they propose to close 
all legit theatres in the province of 
Valencia. 

Managers demand that the old 
system be continued by which they 
paid for plays on a flat sum. They 
oppose any percentage arrangement. 
Dramatists counter by citing the 
case of Jose Zorilla,- the great 
Spahish poet, whose’ lyrie drama 
was sold for 80 pesetas, or less than 
$15, with the play revived annually 
throughout Spain on All Souls’ fes- 
tival motif. This yearly custom is 
said to earn for the publishers more 
than $300,000 a year (2,000,000 pe- 
setas) without the author enjoying 
a cent of income. 

Possibility of theatre closing in 
Spain is a serious one, since the 
stage is the great medium of recre- 
ation and pictures are in a second- 
ary place, with the talking screen 
not yet popularized here. 


Tiller Stock Chorus 
Scores Coliseum Hit 





London, Jan. 14. 

Coliseum (vaudeville) offers no 
headliner to draw this week, but 
pulled a capacity matinee yesterday 
(Monday) with the 24 Tillerettes; 
assisted by Mae Baird and Archie 
Thompson, scoring the hit of the 
bill. 

The girls are sponsored by Fran- 
cis Mangan, Paramount’s Buropean 
producer, and are understood to be 
getting $1,250 a week for this date 
“to show.” If the feature is ap- 
proved by Stoll it will become a 
permanent Coliseum attraction with 
changes of routine each week. Man- 
gan is said to have 20 such changes 
in readiness. 

Others on the program were 
Flora LeBreton in a talking film 
sequence duplicated by the actress 
on the stage. Fred Duprez ap- 
peared with a new line of chatter 
and went over splendidly. 


Chisholm With U. A. 


Robert Chisholm left “Sweet Ade- 
line” Saturday, to trek for the 
United Artists studios on the coast. 
He was called west by Arthur 
Hammerstein, who is producing a 
musica] talker for U. A. 

Hammerstein is also the producer 
of “Adeline.” 

Chisholm is the Australian bari- 
tone. He came over here some 
years ago, remaining since between 
London and New York. 


McCORMACK TO ROME. 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Having completed his first picture 
for Fox, John McCormack will re- 
main in California until March 1, at 
which time he leaves for Rome. 
Following this, McCormack retires 
to his estate in Ireland until Sep- 
tember when he returns here to re- 
join the Fox organization for one 
more picture. 


CAIRO’S DE LUXE OPERA 
Cairo, Jan. 14. 
The opera season is in full swing 
here, starting with “Manon Les- 
caut.” Enterprise has 60 musicians 
in the pit directed by Giacomo Ar- 


seven years. 


Company has a fine group of 
artists backed by a chorus of 55 





voices and 24 dancers. 


; 


So bitter is the feeling of the}, 


mani, who has conducted here for 


jof $225,000. 


POST-HOLIDAY PARIS 
TRADE LAMENTABLY 


Paris, Min. 14. 

Post-holiday legit business is 
badly shot. Paying trade is at a 
minimum except for a few attrac- 
tions, chief among them being the 
Mistinguette revue, “New oon,” 
and “Sex Faible” (“Weak ex’) 
at the Michodiere... Last named is 
the work of Edouard Bourdct, 
author of “The Captive.” 


“Shanghai Gesture” is only fair 
while “Marius” and Topaze;” by the 
same author, are comedy smaskes, 
and slated for Broadway. 

“Topaze” is now in its second 
year here. “Good News,” which 
opened at the same time as “Shang- 
hai Gesture” and “New Moon,” .ig 
flopping, 


Paris’ Wealthy Juvenile 
Being Chased for Films 


Paris, Jan. 14, 

Pierre Meyer, wealthy juvenile 
lead in the local version of “Good 
News,” at the Palace, is reported 
receiving flattering offers for picture 
leads in French talkers. 

Meyer made an impression on the 
film men by reason of his excellent 
appearance and his ability in song 
and dance specialties. He owns the 
chain of so-called Old England de- 
partment stores in Paris and. at 
the fashionable resorts: 


Butt Retiring? 


London, Jan. 14. 
Sir Alfred Butt, tired of show 
business, is said to be ready to re- 
tire as soon as he can realize on his 
theatre interests. 
Butt is. considered the biggest 
English producer. It was he who 





introduced the Astaires to London 
‘in the Aarons and Freedley shows, 


It was Butt also, who turned the 
Drury Lane from a white elephant 
four years ago into a profitabe en- 
terprise, turning in a. year’s profit 
He staged Hammer- 
stein productions here in ‘conjunc 
tion with Lee Ephraim. 





Cheap Jolson Copy Act 
Booked in Ahead of Him 


Paris, Jan. 14. 
With Al Jolson booked téentative- 
ly at the Empire here at the stag- 


gering salary of $1,200 a day, or 
‘almost twice the figure paid to 


Chevalier, management has booked 


‘in a cheap copy to precede Jolson’s 


April opening. ' 

Imitation is Bob Fisher, black 
face comedian, whose turn is a@ 
frank impersonation of the mammy 
singer. He opens at the Empire 


‘Feb. 7 for a fortnight at a salary 


which figures out at $60 a day. “ 
Fisher makes no secret about his 
copy act and has been getting Con- 


‘tinental bookings on the reputation 


created here by Jolson’s talkers. 
The difference in the daily salary 

is about the difference in the per- 

formers. : 


Saxe Troupe Resumes 


Paris, Jan. 14, 

Carol Saxe’s American Players ree 
sume Jan. 17 at the Caumartin the- 
atre, staging an English version in 
modern dress of Moliere’s old farce, 
“Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme.” ; 

Conway Winffield and Jessie 
Ralph will do the leads. In line 
with the up-to-dateness of the ver- 
sion, a jazz band has been engaged 
and a new modernized edition of the 
Lulli score will be arragned. J. W, 
Jackson from the Casino de Paris 





“Rose-Marie” Craze 


Amsterdam, Jan, 14." 
The operetta, “Rose-Marie,” has 
now gone to its 200th performance 
here and Holland is Rose-Marie 
crazy. 
Vogue spreading on all sides, with 
a Belgian company being formed for 
the piece. 
Enormous sales of disks with the 
operetta numbers contributes to this 
result. 
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If your luck is not what it 

might be, write a “P” in j ' 
front of it—and try again. } 
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MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORT 
130 West 44th Street i 
New York 
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PARIS GOES T0 
‘LADDER’ IDEA 


Paris, Jan. 14. 
Taking a page out of Edgar 
Davis’ book, a Paris theatre, the 
Albert I, has started the free ad- 


mission idea for a week, following 
the experiment the rich American 
oil man tried on “The Ladder” in 
New York a year ago. 

Piece is “Le Mandragore” (“The 
Mand@drake’’), French version of an 
ancient work by Machiavelli, Italian 
philosopher of the middle ages. It 
was translated by J. J. Olivier and 
presented by Marie Valsamaki to- 
gether with a one-act playlet, “Un 


Lys” (‘A Lily”), by Michael Mur- 
ray and Jean Silvani. House was 
populated during the week of the 


free offer entirely by deadheads. 

Double bill is an oddity. The old 
play is a risque affair set in the 
15th century in France. Plot: A 
silly old Florence physician is made 
to believe that his beautiful young 
wife, Lucrece, is sterile. A young 
nobleman falls in love with her 
and, pretending to know of a magic 
drug made from the randrake plant 
that will cure sterility, becomes her 
lover with the assistance of a ra- 
pacious priest and a scheming 
valet. 

“IJn Lys,” the one-acter, is equal- 
ly bizarre. Young student returns 
home to find that his parents run 
a brothel. He declines an intrigue 
with one of the women who fre- 
quent the place and spends his time 
reading poetry with a pure young 
girl. The mob seemed to like the 
short piece. 

Paris Idyll 

Another post-Christmas produc- 
tion is ‘“‘Le Peche”’ (“The Sin”) by 
Adolph Orna at the Studio Champs 
Elysees, nicely played, but,a de- 
pressing shudder in three acts. 
Author, a Roumanian long resident 
of Paris where he died a few years 
ago, has set his action in his native 
country. Plot: 

A peasant falls in love with his 
gon’s wife, a pretty, well educated 
girl and bit by bit they become in- 
timate. When the affair has been 
going on for some time, the elder 
man learns that his daughter-in- 
law is about to become a mother, 
and uncertain whether the son or 
he himself is the father, commits 
suicide. 

Dainty entertainment is interpret- 

ed by Camille Corney, Mmes. France 
Ellys and Isabelle Kloukowski as 
principals. 
_ A one-act piece fills out this bill 
also, Courteline’s popular farce, 
“Peur des Coups” (“Fear of Vio- 
lence”), with Ellys doing a young 
woman's role. 


$240 Month Enough for 
Girls to Live “Honestly” 


Paris, Jan. 14. 

French courts have ruled that 
$240 a month is sufficient for two 
girls to live “honestly.” The 
decision comes in the suit of the 
Ep Sisters to replevin their salaries 
tied up here by the management of 
the Deutscher theatre, Berlin, which 
holds a judgment for 20,000 francs 
against the girls for breach of con- 
tract. 

Berlin manager tied up the joint 
salary of 12,000 a month ($480) from 
the Folies Bergere, where they 
have been for the last 11 months. 
Girls, Scandanavians, protested that 
the attachment deprives them of 
their living and the French court 
has now released half the salary 
with the other half, or 6,000 francs, 
applied monthly to the satisfaction 
of the judgment. 


MARE CIRUS REBUILDING 


Amsterdam, Jan. 14. 
The Mare Cirus is about to be re- 
built, with capacity increased to 
3,500 seats. It will be used for 
Tevues and operettas. 


Handers-Milliss Doubling 
London, Jan. 14, 
Handers and Milliss return here 


to open Jan. 27 at the Palladium 
(vaude). 

Act will double into the Hotel 
Splendide. 


Snag tS 


in Earl Carroll’s “Sketch Book” 
44th St. Theatre, N. Y.'C. 
Kelcey Allen in “Women’s Wear’ 
said: “The chief comedian is Will 
Mahoney, whose comedy, eccentric 
dances and falls win the loudest 
laughs of the evening. Mahoney is 
a comic whose style of clowning is 
unique.” 
Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 








ad's Tia 


Charles B. Cochran left New York 
Friday night on the “Olympic,” 
much less apprehensive over ‘“‘Wake 
Up and Dream,” his all-English 
musical at the Selwyn, than when 
he arrived. 

“Wake Up” is the third English 
musical brought over by Cochran. 
His other two exportations had been 
successes in New York, with Coch- 
ran in trepidation about the third. 
The latter didn’t open any too well 
when recently starting at the 
Selwyn, owing to the company going 
up in the air at the first perform- 
ance. Since it has been a better 
show and this week will give a line 
on its possibilities. 

The other Cochran shows are 
“Bitter Sweet,” also current in New 
York, and “Year of Grace.” 

Returning with Cochran was 
Major E. O. Leadley, London’s live- 
liest publicity pusher. 





Molnar’s New Comedy 
Scores Berlin Hit 


Berlin, Jan. 14, 

Ferenc Molnar’s new comedy, 
presented at the Kuenstler theatre 
here under the title of “One, Two, 
Three,” scored one of the hits of 
the season, due to the effective writ- 
ing of the Hungarian and the 
brilliant playing of Max Pallenberg. 

Piece is a long one and strictly 
a one-actor vehicle. Plot: Chauf- 
feur marries daughter of a wealthy 
business man and the father’s asso- 
sociates make him eligible to so- 
ciety in an hour by dressing him 
up, getting him a title and putting 
him in charge of important busi- 
ness affairs. 

It’s a great piece for a clever co- 
median. 


Vienna’s U. S. Troupe 


Vienna, Jah. 14, 

Vienna now has an American 
company playing in English like the 
Carol Saxe organization in Paris. 

This group will produce only 
works by American authors, start- 
ing with “The Saint in the Evening 
Frock,” by Lillian Hendrick, wife 
of an attache of the American 
diplomatic corps here. 

Venture starts Jan. 18 at the Ko- 
moedie theatre. 





CAIRO CLUB ENGAGEMENTS 


Cairo, Jan. 14. 
Engagements for the Perroquet 
here include Magda Weisz from 
Beriin, Irma Bahring Duo and Kud- 
vors from the Folies Bergere, Paris. 


Gopdenberg Recital 
Cairo, Jan. 14. 
I'ranz Gopdenberg gave a recital 
at the Kursaal theatre here last 





DARK ON JAN. 25 
AS TAX PROTEST 


Even Comedie Francaise 


to Burden 


PARIS SANS TAXIS 


Paris, Jan. 14. 


A strike of all 


| France has been called for Jan. 25 


as a protest against the tax bur- 


dens imposed on show business. 
The managers have chosen Satur- 
day night to start their demon- 
stration in order to call attention 
to what they declare is the acute- 
ness of the situation. 

Action is taken in the face of 
opposition from several sides. The 
stage hands’ union is unsympa- 
thetic, being socialistic in its views 
and declaring its membership will 
be the chief sufferers. They have 
formally made demands that sal- 
aries be paid during any layoffs. 

Date for the shutdown was set 
more than a week in advance in 
order to give traveling attractions 
an opportunity to get to their homes 
without sudden strandings. 

One immediate result of the man- 
agers protesting that the new tax on 
taxi ‘travel is hurtrng the theatre 
was an impressive demonstration 
by the taxi drivers themselves last 
week. Last Friday Paris was cab- 
less except for a few private cars. 

Even the Comedie Francaise, state 
theatre of France, approves the 
demonstration. So do the manage- 


‘ments of the Odeon and Opera 


Comique. 

It is proposed to have all the- 
atres in Paris go dark in the hope 
that the public can be brought into 
sympathy with the plight of the 
overtaxed show business. 

Theatres now pay 7% state or 
war tax and a 10% poor tax also. 
Maurey takes the position that the 
government has plenty of money 
and suggests a levy on alcoholic 
beverages if more revenues must be 
raised. He sets up the argument 
that the over-taxing of theatres 
shows gross discrimination. 

All preparations have been made 
for a general lockout, Maurey told 
Variety, a lockout that would in- 
volve all the theatres in France. 
The dramatists’ society is in accord 
with the managers’ stand on taxes, 
although there is a more cautious 
group that argues against it on the 
ground it might alienate public 
good will. 

Theatres now have the sympathy 
of the people at large in their com- 
plaint of over-taxation, and it is 
this feeling which some think would 
be jeopardized. 

Paris taxi service was always the 
cheapest among world capitals and 
French thrift violently resents the 
increase in rates. A drop off in taxi 
usage is already noticeable, with 
many chauffeurs refusing to observe 
the new rate schedules. 


complaint. They demand that the 
custom of doubling the usual rate 
at 11 o’clock in the evening be re- 
vised to put the higher rate in 
effect only at 12:80, in the hope 
that such concession will s.inimize 
dangers to after-theatre gaiety due 
to the high price of cabs. New 
rates double the old normal price 
and the 11 o'clock tariff doubles 
the new high taxi scale. 

Restaurant men point out that 
most of the theatres are closed by 
midnight and a 12:30 increase in 
tariff would not apply to people 
going from theatre to restaurant 
as proposed. 


In Modern Dress 

Paris, Jan. 14, 
M. Sax’s Paris-American 
will shortly do a French 
English as part of their 


Carol 
Players 
play in 
program. 


It will be Moliere’s “Bourgois 





week. 


Gentleman” in modern dress. 


i 


Supports Demonstration— | 
Promised Relief Fails and| 
Imposts on Transit Add | 


the theatres in| 


Restaurant men also are filing. 





BANKHEAD AS CAMILLE 


Will Use Bernhardt Version, Invit- 
ing Daring Comparisons 





London, Jan. 14. 

Most startling theatrical news of} 
the week is the announcement that | 
Tallulah Bankhead is about to play 
Camille. She will use the original 
idaptation by Nigel Playfair, close- 
ly resembling the version used by} 
Sarah Bernhardt in America some] 
years ago. | 

Miss Bankhead’s husky voice is} 


regarded as perfect for the role and 

show people express admiration 
! for her daring in inviting compari- 
jsons with famous Camilles of this 
| and the last generation. 


LIEGFELD LONDON HOUSE 
LEASE CALLED UNLIKELY | 





London, Jan, 14. 

The new theatre in Soho, 
which Ziegfeld was reported to be 
negotiating is almost complete, but 
it is extremely unlikely that the 
American musical producer ever 
considered it seriously, story having 
been put out as propaganda. 

The house isn’t big enough to 
pay for a Ziegfeld production and 
in any event London probably 
wouldn’t support so costly an enter- 
prise as a major Ziegfeld show. 
That disposes of that story. 

Another tale was that Earl Carroll 
had his eye on the house. The 
builders say negotiations were never 
on in that quarter, but they have 
entertained a proposition from Lee 
Ephraim to prod:ice a musical show 
on the twice nightly basis. This 
idea is not likely either because 
the theatre people are reluctant to 
establish such a policy at the start. 

The house is built along intimate 
lines and seats 1,600. It will be 
completed in the Spring. 


Others Building 
London is in the midst of a thea- 


for 


tre building wave, some ~seven 
houses being under way. Bertie 
Meyer is putting up the Cam- 


bridge in the Seven Dials district, 
due to open with a Charlot revue 
in May. 

The Whitehall theatre just off 
Trafalgar Square is a small house 
approaching completion but with 
no definite policy announced. 

The New Jack Buchanan theatre 
in Leicester square will probably 
be ready for the star on his return 
to this side, with a new musical 
by himself and Douglas Furber, 
with lyrics being arranged for in 
the States, F 
Jn addition to these undertakings 
there is the house on the upper end 
of Shaftsbury avenue to be built 
by Bert Feldman and the Phoenix 
in Charing Cross road, but these 
two cannot well be completed be- 
fore the end of 1930. 





Lonsdale Ducks Again 


London, Jan. 14. 

Frederick Lonsdale sailed on the 
Aquitania headed for the States to 
make a talker, but returned sud- 
dently on the Berengaria, which he 
caught at Cherbourg headed this 
way. 

Sudden change of plan came in 
spite of the fact that Lonsdale was 
sharing a table aboard ship with 
Lord Rothmere and his staff. 

Lonsdale always dreads going to 
America and puts it off until the 
last minute, reason being that he 
prefers the easy life of England to 
the rush and bustle of New York. 


FEBRUARY REVUE 


Paris, Jan. 14. 

New annual revue of Lemarchand, 
at the Folies Bergere, is in full re- 
hearsal and the production, with 
Andre Randall still starring, is list- 
e' for the middle of February. 

Pierre Varenne has resigned as 
press agent of the house, He is re- 
placed by Charles Quinnel, himself 
a revue author before the war. 








Cairo Booking 


Cairo, Jan. 14. 
Edna Davis, xylophoniste frora 


SOUND CRIPPLES 
FRENCH VAUDE 


Paris, 


France 
experience of 


Jan. 14, 
is parallel- 
the States 


Vaudeville in 
ing the 


|as the increasing number of vaude- 


ville theatres in the provinces go 
into sound and eliminate specialty 
bills. Agents are voicing com- 
plaints about decreasing employ- 
ment and acts are worried. 

New condition hits with special 
severity those native turns which, 
by reason of their strictly French 
material, cannot play German or 
English time. Elimination of the 
provincial outlets leaves them flat. 

Same situation strikes in another 
direction. Music publishers ac- 
nowledge freely that the stage plug 


|is out and that they are relying on 


screen song hits just as they are in 
America. 


German Prize-Ring Play 


Berlin, Jan. 14. 

“Hard Bandages,” play of the 
prize ring, was offered at the State 
Playhouse with indifferent results. 
It is by Ferdinand Reyher, Ameri- 
can free lance. 

Production was at a disadvantage 
at this house where the clientele 
looks for high brow literary fare. 
In spite of the public indifference 
at the State theatre, the piece has 
real possibilities and is effective 
drama, 


AHEARN FOR BERLIN 


Paris, Jan. 14. 

Charles Ahearn’s contract with 
the Mistinguett show, “Paris-Miss,” 
at the Casino de Paris, was ap- 
proached for renewal and extension, 
but at a decided cut. But the 
management passed on the thought 
that Ahearn and his Millionaire 
Friends, comedy hobo band, turned 
down the extension of the cut until 
June. 

Troupe leaves in about a month 
for Berlin to take up the obligation 
with Julius Marx of the Scala, who - 
set aside his Ahearn booking to en- 
able Ahearn to play the revue here, 





GERMAN MUSICAL FARCE 


Berlin, Jan. 14. 
“Brunnenstrasse,” by Grossmann 
and Hessel, new at thé Apollo, was 
revealed as a force with songs and 
set in the slum district of Berlin. 
Stage settings are amusingly de- 
signed and the direction of Juergen 
Fehling is effective. 





JOE MARKS SUCCESS 
Capetown, Jan. 14. 
Joe Marks, American comedian, 
has scored an impressive success 
here. 
His original contract calling for 
six weeks has been extended to 11. 
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Raising $40,000,000 to Buy U. S. Co. 








British sh Group After Metro and Loew | 


London, Jan. 
A big syndicate of British oe 
with whom Sir Gordon Craig is as- 
sociated, is reported trying to make | 


a deal for the purchase of the Fox | 
interest in Metro-Goldwyn-Mayel! 
subsidia of Loew’s, Inc.), and is | 
further ae ‘stood to be ready t« 
form a company of $40,000,000 


tal for this purpose 
Idea is to form the syndicate 

whether or not anything is done 

about the Metro deal, with a view to 

getting possession of an American | 
concern with a world distributing 
system and international release 
schedule. Craig, who is connected 
with the syndicate through Con- |} 
servative party political affiliations, 
is negotiating through Arthur Blum- 
enthal. 


Group is said to be prepared to | 
make alternative offers for another | 
American property. is part 
of a wider plan to build up a British | 
and Continental producing 
with world releases and an American 
production end. The group figure 
such an organization | 
formed only with an American major 
unit as its nucleus. | 


Scheme 


concern 


could be 


Such an offer from England was 
made to the Fox trustees some days | 
ago, but on other terms than ex- 
pressed in the cable. Bid then was 
for the British clique supply $20,- 
600,000 of a total purchase price of 
$40,000,000, with the other $20,000,000 


put up by a downtown New York 
syndicate of banks. 
Part played by the New York 


banks did not appear in the reports 
of the transaction, whether acting 
for themselves or clients abroad. 


FRENCH PUZZLE 
TALKER DEBATE: 


i 








Paris, Jan. 14. 

American producers’ representa- 
tives, whose job it is to solve the | 
Problem of dealing witk dialog in | 
this market, are debating the ad- 
visability of engaging French play- 
ers and sending them to Hollywood 
for native dialog as an alternative 
to risking the French market with 
merely synchronized (sound) prod- 
uct with songs. 

Reception of “Broadway Melody” 
and Fox's “Movietone Follies” 
seems te make it clear that Eng- 
lish dialog is cold, whereas the Jol- 
son songs have been vastly success- 
ful. That is not a good index, how- 
ever, it is figured, because the per- 
sonality of Jolson enters into the 
problem. 

Americans here are watching “The 
Pagan” which Metro opened at the 
Madeleine last week to an enor- 
mously successful start. Favorable 
reception was taken to indicate a 
French preference for synchrenized 
features without dialog, but with 
hit songs. In this case the accom- 
panying program of short subjects 
was also chosen with good judg- 
ment. 

In the matter of “Movietone Fol- 
lies” at the Moulin Rouge (where 
an audience made @hostile demon- 
stration) the forepart of shorts was 
unfortunate in choice, having a sur- 
plus of English talk. 





Films’ Censor Tieup 
Sydney, Jan. 14. 


Censor Appeals Board here has 
refused to release an entire group 
of American pictures which have 


: also at Rome, 
idle sales 


Palmarium, 


ithe best 


Artists and 


‘EXPECT SPAIN AS NEXT | 
‘BOOM CENTER ON SOUND 


Paris, Jan 5 
Western Electric expects Spain 
to be the next boom territory for 


ound. That country has an ordi- 


nance against foreign (English) 
language dialog, but when the new 
Spanish-speaking features come 


through orders are expected pronto 

W. E. has now established 
headquarters in Barcelona, Spain, 
each district to han 
and installations inde- 
pendent of W. E. continental head- 
quarters here. 

Latter office has recently equipped 
ithe Splendide, Algiers; Royale and 
Tunismand, and the 
Rialto, Casablanca. All are French 
colonies. 


SUd~ | 


-\U A Billing in London; 


Not Taking Haik’s House 


With plans set for the erection of | 


a de luxe in London, Joseph M. | 
Schenck, accompanied by William 
Phillips, director of the VU, A, the- | 


atre circuit, and Sam Goldwyn, re- | 
turned to New York yesterday 
(Tuesday) on the Ile de France. 

Report that Schenck is taking 
over Jacques Haik’s 2,500-seater in 
Paris is declared erroneous. Haik 
‘s to operate the house himself 
along modern American lines, it is} 
understood. 


London, Jan. 14. 

Amery Parkes, a leading solicitor 
and representative of a large clien- 
tele of investors, and who was lega 
representative for the Gulliver cir- 
cuit for many years, entertained 
Joseph Schenck continuously during 
his London stay. Parkes is among | 
versed men in theatre 
realty in England. 

It is reported that Parkes is wen 
theatre sites for United | 
that Walter Bentley, 
prominent vaude agent and manag- 
ing director of several provincial 
cinemas, is to be Schenck’s repre- 


ranging 


theatre locations. 


Germans “Boo’’ Greta 


Berlin, Jan. 14. 
Greta Garbo was hissed 
“booed” during the running of “The 
yreen Hat” at the Floria Palast 
here. Nothing of the kind ever 
happened before, Miss Garbo being 
a prime favorite with German fans. 
Trade points to the story as the 
probable cause of the outburst. 











Olympia Opening with “98,” 
Probably Not Until Feb. 


Paris, Jan. 14. 

Jacques Haik will not have his 
remodeled Olympia (2,000-seater), 
ready until at least the end of 
January, and most likely not until 
next month. 

Famous old music hall, which 
Haik has converted into a picture 
house, is being delayed by the air 
cooling system and the acoustical 
firm, the latter by Johns-Manville. 
Both contractors must bring their 
materials from America, hence the 
delays. 

Haik opens with “Trail of ‘'98” 
(M-G) with talking shorts of his 
own manufacture. Says he will in- 
stall Radio-Cinema, a sound equip- 





been freely circulated in the States. 


List includes “Dynamite,” “Gir) | terested, but the trade here knows 
From Woolworth’'s,” “College Co- | that R-C isn’t quite ready enough 
quette” and “The Locked Door.” | yet for installations. 


All-Canada Standard 


For Picture Censorship | 


Toronto, Jan. 14. 


Exhibitors 


standards of picture censorship in 
various Canadian provinces. 
eations are that either 
censorship will be arranged or that 
the various provincial and _ local 
boards will agree on a 
practice. 
This would 
have only one 
ef entry, probably ai Torente. 


make it 


in the Toronto district | 


Indi- | 


standard 


possible to 
print okayed at point | 


ment in which he’s financially in- 


} e uiogrenpanen, 
| KALMAN FOR WORLDWIDE 


| Buenos Aires, Jan. 14. 
Trade here has been 

, that George Kalman, former 

| se er Bi of United Artists, 

| aboard the S. S. Western 

terests of Worldwide 


Film. 


SCHMELING FOR FILMS? 


Berlin, Jan. 14. 


a Dominion | 


Max Schmeling, 
weight boxer, 
ture to be 
made by 
to report. 


ealled “The 


United Artists, accordins 


'nings for UFA 


| interests 


| eret. 


| theatres, 


sentative here in all negotiations for | 


and | 


advised 
re 


Worl a | 
are commenting on the conflicting | assigned to this territory in the ins | 


German heavy- 
will appear in a pic- 
Terror,” 
=|} leading man in 


GORDON & YAWITZ ABROAD 


Berlin 





Sat ip “Jarnegan” for 


Stage With Jannings 





Paris, Jan. 2. 
Charles K. Gordon and Paul 
Yawitz are to set “Jarnegan” in 
Berlin. The play, originally pro- 
| duced by Gordon and Paul Streger, 
| will be done in Germany in asso- 

| ciation with the Bruder Rotter. 
Gordon has a proposition with 
Erich Pommer to direct the play 
in a German talker with Emil Jan- 





Much of the original hot stuff in 
ithe original script, adapted from 
Jim Tully’s book, will be reinstated |} 
for the Contine.it. 

Yawitz, acting for Ned Wayburn, 
is going along with a view towards 


a musical in Germany. 


BILLION FRAN C 
RADIO-FILM 
MERGER 


Paris, Jan. 14. 
A gigantic merger of certain film | 
and the whole French | 
radio industry is being promulgated | 
by a Paris bank, which is about to 
float stock to the amount of 1,200,- | 
000,000 francs or $48,000,000. Object | 
is a hookup of cinemas and broad- 
casting. 

Details of the operation are se- | 
Interpretation put upon the | 
scheme is that access is sought to| 
the 2,000,000 French radio listeners- 
in with a good deal of speculation 
over the propaganda possibilities of | 
such an arrangement. 


| Hyderabad or cross that territory 


‘THAT SOUND WILL FLOP 


IS A JAPANESE WISH 


with a total of 1,100 film 
has but 20 sound installa- 
tions, while China, with only 86 | 
cinema theatres all told, has 16} 
wired. Disproportionate ratio be- 





Japan, 


|tween the two oriental countries ir 
idue in large measure to 


the domi- 
nance of the leading Japanese filz 


producers in Japanese 
American filme can get 


theatres 


imto only 


about 350 of Japan's 1.106 houses; 


| because of the native 
|Japan makes annually 


conditions. 
almost as 


‘many features as does Hollywood, | 


isome claim more, and as this 
| tremendous output must be 
labsorbed entirely ‘by the native 
market, American product is at a 
handicap. 
age around $5,000 in cost. 


Japanese 
menaces. If succeeding they fear 
Japanese dialog would be forced on 
the native industry which, as 
presently organized and financed, 


among the Nipponese that talkers 
ido not prosper in their midst. 


HAVANA’S BAD NEWS 


Hollywood, Jan. 14, 

Independents who rushed into the 
foreign dialog field found conditions 
;}exactly as some of the major com- 
panies who rushed dubbed versions. 
Latest bad news is from Havana 
where an indie, “Havana Shadows,” 
was taken off after its second show- 
ing. 

Mayor of the city issued the edict 
on the grounds that the picture was 
unfair to his city, plus bad dialog. 

Picture was made here. 


PATHE’S SPANISH “PARADE” 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
first direct foreign ver- 














Pathe's 


ision will be the Spanish edition of 
Lucio Villegas 


, 


“Grand Parade.’ 
| will do the translating and direct- 
ling. 

} Studio's former 
la Merman 
In.” 


-| beh 
x4 


Korff’s Coast Duties 
Hollywood, Jan, 14. 

Arnold Korff, 
star at the Berg theatre, 
j here under contract to M-G-M. 
Handy with six languages, 


act. He was Catherine 


| cence.” 


All-French Picture 





Cleans Up; " 


Native Film Far Over Jolson Top 





, wood” (Fox), a picture that will be 


Japanese features aver- | 
| Fiectric, 
Dialog films are regarded by the | Singing Fool’ to 
producer-exhibitors as! 





| which will give Belgrade three talk- 


naturally couldn’t bear the burden | third is the already wired Luxor, 
Therefore there is reported a wish| which has “White Shadows in the 


lt tion. 
| As the run of Jolson picture con- 


foreign start was 
dub of “A Ship Comes 


former director and 
Vienna, is’! 


Korff 
has been assigned to assist in the 
synchronization of foreign versions 
and later will direct and probably 
Cornell's 
“The Age of Inno- 


A 
—. 


EASY MONEY FOR PETTY 
RULERS IS SOFT TAKE 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

Nizan of Hyderabad has imposed 
a tax of over 2 cents a foot on films 
imported into his part of India, ac- 
cording to word from George R. 
Canty, Federal trade commissioner 
at Paris. More than 300 film the- 
atres in the Nizan’s dominions, 

If the Nizan gets away with his 
attempt to collect approximately $20 
a reel, the cue towards an easy rev- 
enue will be picked up by nabobs 
cf nifty little kingdoms and princi- 
palities in all parts of Europe, Af- 
rica and Asia. American producers 
| will therefore prebably arrange to 
limit the number of films sent into 
off their sales maps eniirely. 


Cut Sydney B. 0. Scale 
To Encourage Business 


Sydney, Jan, 14. 
Williamson-Tait management Is 
cutting boxoffice scales all over 
Sydney in a determined effort to 
stimulate dull trade. 


Some W-T houses have fared 
badly. Notably the Royal here is 
‘way off with “Married in Holly- 


withdrawn before its run limit. 
House has gone back ever since 
it turned to a sound picture policy 
under the joint management of Wil- 
hamson-Tait and Hoyt'’s. 


Equipment Demonstration 


Paris, Jan, 14. 

Gaumont is planning a unique 
demonstration of its sound projec- 
tion equipment for late this month. 

It will be an invitation trade 
showing of shorts produced on 
Western Electric, RCA Photophone 
and Gaumont equipments, each in 
sequence being projected over Gau- 
mont, to demonstrate the French 
oncern'’s claim for feasible inter- 
changeability. 





BELGRADE TALKER BOOM 


Three Houses Beirlg Wired in 
Czechoslovak Capital 


Belgrade, Jan. f4. 
equipped by Western 
opened here with “The 
sensational re- 


Kolorac, 


turns. 

Same management now pl.ns to 
wire another house, the Casino, 
The 


ing picture establishments, 


= 


ssuth Seas” (M-G) as its attrac- 


tinues, opposition is developing 
among the native fans against the 
higher admissions charged for talk- 
ers. This is taken to forecast shorter 
runs for important productions, the 
proportion of the population able to 
pay high scale prices being less than 
elsewhere. 

Condition applies to all of Jugo- 
Slavia. Picture’s quality doesn’t 
enter into the consideration. “The 
Singing Fool,” first talker in, is well 
| regarded at the Kolarac theatre, 





Paris, Jan. 14. 


All-native French talker, “La- 
Route est Belle” (“The Road Is 
Beautiful,” produced by Pierre 


Braunberger and directed by Robert 
Florey, is smashing all south of 
France records in its fourth week 
at the Capitol, Marseilles, and at 
the Colisee, Nimes. 

In the last named theatre “Sing- 
ing Fool’ grossed 70,000 francs, 
whereas this native picture is piling 
up a total of 118,000 francs, proving 
definitely that the French are not 
to be drawn by English dialog. Cur- 
rent indications are that they will 
equally rebel at songs with English 
lyrics. This nullifies the idea of 
holding the market with synchron- 
ized pictures for songs in English, 
as was tried with apparent success 
with “The Pagan” in Paris by 
Metro-Goldwyn. 

Sound Man Pessimistic 

Elmer Buchere, vice-president of 
RCA Photophone, addressed a con- 
gress of American distributors here, 
and expressed a pessimistic view of 
the situation. Ludvig Lawrence, 
Metro’s general foreign representa- 
tive, also spoke, taking a hopeful 
slant at conditions. 

But the French figures seem to 
support the adverse side of the pic- 
ture. For instance, “Ben-Hur” 
grossed 5,000,000 francs, which may 
be taken as the limit. Average re- 
lease probably does from 500,000 to 
1,000,000 francs, or $40,000 for the 
higher figure. 

Belief here is that the Americans 
can not make French versions of 
pictures for a figure that could 
make a profit on that total for this 
market. Logical deduction is that 
the market isn’t here for that kind 
of money. 

Distributors are in a quandary. 
One cheerful angle comes in here, 
Warners, with Jolson, and Parae 
mount, with Chevalier, have a highe 
ly salable product and may pos- 
sibly sell the rest of their product 
because of it, but this advantageous 
consideration does not apply to 
others less fortunately situated. 

Silents are cold. The best money 
houses are now wired and the 
shooting galleries, with booking of 
features at 200 francs, involve ace 
cessory costs almost equal to highe- 
priced dates. 

Following the end of “The Jazz 
Singer’s” year’s run at the Aubert 
Palace, “The Singing Fool’ grossed 
$10,000 in its first week. 

House has a 700 eames capacity, 


HOLLYWOOD FOR FRENCH 
DIALOG, METRO’S IDEA 


Paris, Jan. io od 

Metro-Goldwyn has reached the 
Gecision not to make French dialog: 
pictures in France, even though. 
that process would be cheaper, ac#' 
cording to Laudy Lawrence, M-Ge 
M general foreign representative 
and personal representative of Are 
thur Loew. 

Accordingly he is scouring the 
French stage for players, with Mrs, 
Jacques Feyder (the former ace 
tress Francoise Rozay), whose huse 
band is now directing M-G-M nice 
tures in Hollywood, employed fn 
the same quest. bid 

She has been particularly com- 
missioned to find a juvenile comedy 
personality, similar to Chevalier, 
who can be built up for Franco- 
American talkers by Metro. bs 

Lawrence believes the quality of 
such product will be superior if 
they are made in Hollywood, al= 














ANDRES LOUGET’S OFFER 

Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

| M-G is negotiating with Andres 

| Louget, of the Comedie Francais, to 

come here for the lead in the French 

version of “Unholy Night.” 
Studio offers a year’s contract, 


and may have Jetta Goudal in the | 


femme lead. Production 
scription due Jan. 20. 


enaabaditinie 


on tran- 


t 


Expect Spanish Chaney 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Ernesto Vilches, the Spanish Lon 
Chaney, 
sonal appearance in South America. 


Radio’s Spanish Writer 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Baltazar Fernandez Cue has been 
engaged by Radio as foreign pub- 
|licity writer and assistant to Leon 





; d@’Aussea on Spanish translations. 


is en route here after per- | 


| though he. admits the cost will be 
| greater. 





ROACH’S 3-WAY FILMS 


Hollywood, Jan. 14, 

Following its last Harry Langdon 
;comedy, made in three languages, 
Roach studio will duplicate this 
| three-way idea on its next Charley 
Chase two reeler. 

Picture will have three leading 
ifemmes. Thelma Todd will be in 
the English cast, Panchita Acosta, 
| Spanish, and the French entry is 
not ee: 





| ani 


RAISE AND DROP TAXES 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

Finland has a new tax on picture 
houses. Slap has been jumped 
from 30% to 35% of the gross, says 
C. R. Matheson reporting to the De« 
partment of Commerce. 

At the same time, however, the 
cinema seat tax has been abolished. 
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FRENCH TRUST 





WESTERN-TOBIS 


TRUCE HINTED 


Berlin, Jan. 14, 
The board intimation that West- 
ern Electric and Tobis-Klangfilm 
are near a settlement out of court 
on conflicting patent claims, is re- 
flected in new developments. 


Ufa has made public the:decision 
that its newest Ufa production, 
“Melody of the Heart,” may be 
shown in theatres wired with the 
Western Electric device, the ruling 
to cover all theatres in Austria, 
once the storm center of legal con- 
flict over sound. Western Electric 
is understood to be satisfied with 
this situation, indicating mutual 
concessions looking toward general 
interchangeability of product. 

However, Klangfilm’s gesture 
toward W.E. does not go for inde- 
pendent equipment, native or for- 
eign. Tobis is engaged in a squabble 
with the device known as Kinoton, 
denying the use of amplifying tubes 
to that independent. Kinoton has 
taken the matter to court. 


SPAIN’S CHILDREN BAN 
MEANS BANKRUPTCY 


Madrid, Jan. 14. 


Spain proposes a law forbidding 
attendance of children at moving 
picture theatres, except at perform- 
ances especially arranged for them. 
It is declared such a regulation 
would mean bankruptcy for many 
exhibitors. 

Proposal comes on the heels of 
@ new law prohibiting the admission 
of children under 14 to bull and 
prize fights. Now the Society for 
the Protection of Children has pe- 
titioned the government to forbid 
youngsters from the special occa- 
sions. 

Greater number of native the- 
atres depend for their revenue upon 
adults taking the children to the 
theatre when they attend them- 
selves. People have no means of 
leaving their young families at 
home. Matinees are patronized ex- 
clusively by women and, the Span- 
ish birth rate being what it is, 
children have to be admitted to 

atres of all grades. 

n the fire catastrophe of the 
Novedades theatre during Septem- 
ber, 1928, the victims were nearly all 
women and children, illustrating the 
class of matinee patronage. The 
Children’s Society cites the fire in 
its petition. 











South African Musicians 
Forced Out by Talkers 


Capetown, Jan. 14. 


Talking pictures are forcing out 
musicians at many spots in this 
territory. African Theatres has 
given notice to orchestras in the 
Bijou cinema, Johannesburg, and 
several other houses. 

Operators declare pit musicians 
are no longer a business proposition 
with mechanical music available. 

» Kinemas, Ltd., is reported to have 
given its musicians at the King 
cinema, Durban, the option of going 
out or remaining on half pay. Mu- 
sicians all over the colony are badly 
worried. . 








FOX FOREIGN CONFERENCE 


Paris, Jan. 14. 

Carlo Bavetta, Fox French chief, 
sails on the Bremen, Jan. 23 to be 
gone three weeks. 

He will spend the time between 
sailings in conference with Win- 
field Sheehan on foreign sound film 
distribution problems and policies. 





AN OLD COMPLAINT 

Western Electric’s suit against 
Pat Powers’ Cinephone in England 
is the new version of an old com- 
plaint filed in the U. S. about the 
same time W. E. went into a huddle 
over Pacent. 
» Quicker action is expected over- 
seas. 


— 


RAW STOCK WORRY 


Kane Encounters it With Stock 
From England 








Paris, Jan. 14. 
Bob Kane, with his shorts’ pro- 
duction is having plenty of head- 


aches here, akin to the elementary 
stages the pioneer talker producers 
in America went through. 

The main problem, with the raw 
kodak film, imported from England, 
was the difference in size of the 
sprocket holes. The fraction of an 
inch larger in the pre-talker stock, 
brought over from London, causes 
a wavering in the sound track with 
attendant distortion. 

This has created delay in a large 
measure, necessitating importation 
of raw stock from America. 


AWAIT TEST OF 
FOREIGN SOUND 


Paris, Jan. 14. 
Capitol, Brest, opens Friday with 
a new Gaumont wiring and the 
whole industry, native and foreign, 
is awaiting the test of quality re- 
production of the device. 


This is the first installation of the 
new Gaumont system, and upon its 
showing depend more than 30 orders 
already placed conditionally. 


Clifford Smith, Western Electric’s 
commercial manager here, denied 
among other stories unfavorable to 
his company, that he knew of ex- 
hibitors being swayed from closing 
for American apparatus because 
they have heard of the cheaper 
Gaumont system, Despite which all 
distributors here confirm that state 
of affairs, om knowledge received 
through salesmen contacts with ex- 
hibitors all over. 

Exhibitors, as 
tributing branch 
awaiting Friday’s 
lively interest. 

Gaumont’s sound equipment is 
now in use in 31 French houses. 
Future contracts provide for sup- 
plying an average of five theatres 
a week for the next year. 

Present price of $6,000 is to be 
shortly advanced $1,000. 

This equipment, known as “Ideal 
Sonore 30,” is sold on a deferred 
payment plan, but not rented to 
users, 


COURT VERDICT LOOKS 
LIKE GERMAN MONOPOLY 


Berlin, Jan. 14. 


Decision has been made in the 
Tobis Klangfilm suit against West- 
ern Electric, arising over use of 
tubes in the W. E. amplifying ap- 
paratus, giving the advantage to the 
German interests. 

Western Electric has given no- 
tice of appeal and will fight the 
ca%2 through the up»ver courts. 

Trade opinion here iz that the 
victory will make it pussible for the 
Cermans to defend a monopoly on 
their patents and in the end a set- 
tlement will be made out of court. 


— 


Wants Talker News 
Paris, Jan. 14. 


Paris bureau of the New York 
“Times” is very talker-conscious 
now. The foreign correspondents 
here interview all visiting cinematic 
notables for cable news transmis- 
sion, ever since Mussolini’s edict in 
Rome barring foreign-language talk- 
ers. 

The “Times” in New York and its 
allied papers demand up-to-the- 
minute dope on how the American 
talkers are being received abroad. 








well as the dis- 
of the trade, are 
test in Brest with 











More Native Egyptians 


Cairo, Jan, 14, 
Native film production entitled 
“Moonlight,” made by the Egypt 
Awakening Film Co., is completed 
and is promised for exhibition with- 
in a short time, 
Featured players are Abdel Moety 





PATHE-NATAN 


CHUMONT GROUP 


Control of 100 Houses Car- 
ries Grip on French Out- 
let for Product—Amer- 
ican Distributors With- 
hold Usual March Trade 
Showings in Uncertainty 











BREAK FOR BOB KANE 


Paris, Jan. 14. 

Early this week all signs pointed 
toward certainty of the inclusion of 
the Pathe-Natan group in the mer- 
ger, with consequent worry on the 
part of American distributors. 

Worry approaches a panic of pes- 
simism with the trade uncertain 
what to do for the future. Under 
normal conditions the Americans 
would be busy about this time ar- 
ranging March trade shows for next 
season’s product, but with the fu- 
ture clouded, activity is small in 
this direction, 


With the Gaumont-Franco-Abu- 
ert-Pathe-Natan lineup controlling 
more than 100 houses the Americans 
see themselves losing the important 
market they had built up so well. 


Gaumont-Aubert-Franco merger 
(the three-ply name will be its cor- 
porate title) looks even more likely 
than ever to take in the Pathe- 
Natan group as well. The latter 
has more than 40 theatres of its 
own and its acquisition would give 
the big three over 100 houses. 

Such an addition would. concen- 
trate the cream of exhibitor out- 
lets in France into a single con- 
gumer organization, and it can 
worry American distributors plenty. 

On the other hand it’s a great 
break for Bob Kane, allied with 
Gaumont and using Gaumont 
studios, so that the theatre lineup 
can underwrite his productions. 
These productions represent a lot 
of money used in experiments car- 
ried on with the backing of Para- 
mount in the States, 

Pathe-Natan using Photophone, 
already has three sound news trucks 
operating in France and is adding 
two more this week. Equipment 
compares with the Fox Movietone’s 
four crews and trucks. 

Pathe-Natan is going aggessive- 
ly after exhibitor contracts for 
newsreel service, apparently antic- 
ipating a merger with Gaumont- 
Aubert-Franco which would control 
more than 100 theatres. 

Conflict within the new Gaumont- 
Franco merger, arising out of an- 
cient tension between Robert Hurel, 
of Franco, and. Edgar Costil, of 
Gaumont, has been avoided for the 
present by keeping the two men in 
different divisions, 

Hurel becomes the theatre head 
while Costil goes into the studio end 
of the new merger, acting as head 
ef that branch. No president or 
production chief has been so far 
definitely named. Meanwhile, Albert 
Kohan and de Caulane, both repre- 
senting banking groups in the direc- 
torate, are practically running 
everything. 





Metro Covers Near-East 
Cairo, Jan. 14. 


Louis Lorber, special representa- 
tive for M-G-M recently reached 
this point from New York. 

He is taking charge «- Metro re- 
leases in Egypt, Palestine and 
Syria, representing Metro’s entrance 
into this territory in an aggressive 
way. 





* 99 ” * 
“Abie’”’-“Mask” Big 
Amsterdam, Jan. 14. 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” (Par), which 
film didn’t look so forte at the start 
here, has gained in popularity. 
It is now being held over, with 
signs it may further develop. 
“Man in the Iron Mask” (U. A.) 
is also going big at the Royal Ci- 








and Ansaf Rushdy. 


nema, 


SPANISH TALKER S0-SO 


Inde Wiring Hurts Picture About 





Football and Bull Fights 
Madrid, Jan. 14 

The first Spanish talking picture, 
made here and titled “Football’ 
Love and Bull Fighters” was indif- 
ferently received at the Zarzuela, a 
house formerly devoted to musical 
shows but now wired 


Sound apparatus is an indepen- 
dent called Gramophone, work of 2 
Spanish engineer, and reports in- 
dicate it did not reproduce satis- 
factorily at this showing. 


Picture, which has to do with the 
amourous adventures of a lot of 
football players and toreadores was 
not well regarded. 





JOLTS U.S. 


AUSTRIA QUOTA 
AS BOOMERANG 


14, 

Austria’s contingent system, call- 
ing for 20 foreign imports for one 
native production, has turned out to 
be a boomerang, Country is threat- 
ened with a dire film famine, caused 
by a world-wide demand for talk- 
ers to the exclusion of silents. 


Vienna, Jan. 


Native exhibitors’ organization 
convened Saturday and presented a 
petition calling upon the govern- 
ment to abolish all quotas and con- 





FRENCH ROW ON 
STORY ROYALTY 


Paris, 14, 
Charles Bourguet, president of 
the Societe d’Auteurs de Films, hav- 
ing succeeded in gaining admittance 
into the Societe of Authors and 


Composers, is now trying to com- 
pel the Chambre Syndicate de la 
Cinematographie the producers’ or- 
ganization, to approve a new stand- 
ard scenario contract. 

This calls for a royalty to scen- 
ario writers based on gross re- 
ceipts. It would apply only to 
French product, of course, and is 
designed with a future view to na- 
tive talking pictures. Authors take 
the position that talking pictures 
are logically identical with stage 
plays. 

For the present the producers are 
stalling, but the powerful authors’ 
group is adamant, strengthened by 
the fact that Charles Mere, presi- 
dent of the dramatists’ body, re- 
cently authored “Treis Masques,” 
the first French talker, 

American distributors are not 
concerned in the dispute, but have 
a vital interest in its outcome. For, 
should the authors prevail, the 
French exhibitors would naturally 
be disposed to favor foreign prod- 
uct, regardless of any other con- 
sideration, for which they would 
not be required to give up a per- 
centage of their grosses. 


3-DAY SALARY DELAY 
ROUSES MENJOU IRE 


Paris, Jan. 14, 


Adolphe Menjou took measures to 
enforce the letter of his contract for 
the making of his first Pathe-Natan 
picture, when payment of the $20,- 
000 due when shooting commenced 
was delayed. 


Payment was due Jan. 3, when 
work started under the direction of 
Jean Delimur. On Jan. 5, Menjou 
had not received the stipulated sum 
and walked off the set to see about 
it personally and immediately. Ex- 
plantion is said to have been that, 
owing to the rapid expansion of op- 
erations, many studio details had 
been neglected and the matter was 
smoothed over in the polite French 
way. 

Menjou is reported banking on 
this picture to reinstate him in the 
American market as a front rank 
star, the picture tohave both French 
and English versions. Pathe-Natan 





Jan. 








has an option for another picture: 


starring Menjou. 


Delimur is to return to the States 
after completion of the pictures, 
possibly to handle French-English 
duplicate versions for Paramount. 


W. E. vs. Lutaphone 
Liege, Jan. 14. 

“The Jazz Singer” (WB) opened 
here sensationally at the Coliseum 
wired with Western Electric. 

This introduces Liege’s second 
sound house, bringing the Western 
Electric equipment into rivalry 
with independent Phillips’ Luta- 





phone at the Palace 





tingents applying to pictures. Ar- 
gument is that Austrian production 
has fallen off so radically that for- 
eign talkers (this means American 

of course) are insufficient 


| produ t, 
20-to-1 ratio to supply the de- 
Already Vienna’s supply of 


; at the 


| 
| mand 





foreign product is inadequate to 
meet anything like current needs. 
World demand for talkers has 
curtailed the foreign call for Aus- 
tria’s silent pictures, and has 
caused these soundless productions 
to drop so rapidly that their fu- 
ture continuance is geriously im- 
periled. Austria’s provincial de- 


| mand for product is not sufficient 
to keep the industry moving and the 
big cities will have only sound sub- 
jects. 

The recent French situation is re- 
peated. While exhibitors demand 
American pictures the native _pro- 
ducers are calling for further and 
stronger counter measures guch as 
quotas and contingents. 


KENNEDY BRITISH UNIT 
PRODUCING QUOTA FILMS 


London, Jan. 14, 


Joseph P. Kennedy’s release unit 
here, called the British Producers & 
Distributors, begins Jan. 23 on a 
schedule of making its quota films, 
with Andre Charlot doing two re- 
vues and Monty Banks and Gordon 
Bostock directing features. Steve 
FitzGibbons, formerly of the Pathe 
New York studio staff and recently 
with Bob Kane in Paris, is in charge 
of production for PDC. First pro- 
duction is entitled “Eve's Fall,” with 
John Stuart featured. 

British International studios are. 
being used and the recording done 
by RCA Photophone. Four features 
are already set, with an additional 
two productions scheduled since 
PDC needs six releases for the 
year’s quota purposes. 

All will be released in the States 
through Pathe. 














RKO Productions a few days ago 
issued a _ statement’ by Joseph 
Schnitzer setting forth in general 
terms its project for an Anglo- 
American exchange of picture prod- 
uct under an agreement between 
that company and “a newly formed 
English company of which Basil 
Dean is director and chairman and 
Sir Gerald du Maurier one of the 
directors.” 

Statement added that William Le- 
Baron of RKO would pass on stories 
and select technical staffs to be sent ~ 
abroad. 





. 7 
Rosy in Argentine 
Buenos Aires, Jan. 14. 

Fred Lange, Paramount chief for 
Argentine, has arrived here from 
New York. 

He predicts a long list of ree 
leases suitable for this market dure 
ing 1930, 

Carl Sonin, head of Metro-Gold- 
wyn here, returning from Chill 
where he had been on a survey, ex- 
pressed the same view. 





Italian Star Dies Broke 
Rome, Jan. 14. 
Emilio Ghione, famous Italian 
picture star of the pioneer days, 
died of tuberculosis in a sanitarium 
near here in a pitiable state of 
impoverishment. 
His passing aroused much publie 
sympathy, but it came too late te 
| ease his last days. 
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Paris Night Clubs Still Stagger 


From Effects of Market Crash 


Paris, Jan. 5. 

Stock market is affecting local 
night clubs in more ways than one. 

Santo, who was to turn over a 
chain of night clubs to Huntley of 
the British biscuit firm, Huntley and 
Paimers, finds himself up a tree. 
The French bank, Societe Financiere 
a@’Expansion, acting as financial 
agent in the deal, had endorsed 
Huntley’s notes, now coming due, 
but due to the Hatry stock thing 
that instead of increasing its capital 
stock from 10,000,000 francs ($400,- 
600) to four times that amount, it 
must ask its creditors for an ex- 
tension of 90 days to meet current 
liabilities. Hence, if things are not 
adjusted promptly, Santo will re- 
Yiain the embarrased owner of a 
chain of which he was only to re- 
main as managing director. 

Though the chain fs doing a turn- 
ever of 80 million franes ($3,200,000) 
a year, business has decreased con- 
siderably because of general condi- 
tions, and the smartest clubs did a 
Christmas business of about 40% of 
Jast year. Drastic reductions are be- 
ing made in expenses, and a danc- 
ing act (couple) which would have 
received $80 a night a year ago now 
gets $24, and that for playing two 
houses a night. 

To further cut expenses, whilst 
Perroquet will remain open for busi- 
ness, its next door neighbor, the 
Florida, has’ closed until April, 

Cheaper places, depending less on 
foreign patronage, are less affected 
by the general business depression. 
For' instance, the Bal Tabarin, re- 
decorated by Paul Colin and Gir, did 
a ‘record business for Christmas. 
The managers, Sandrini, Dubout 
and Saint Marc, claim they took 
in $3,840 that evening. 

New places, even if expensive, al- 
ways drew a good deal of patronage, 
“L/Aigle Russe” is at present the 
fashionable cabaret, the prince of 
Wales disdaining to retain his in- 
cognito. 





Top Holiday Biz 


Paris, Jan. 5. 

Probably the peak of business of 
the holidays by a nite club was 
done by the capacious Lido on the 
Champs-Elysees, adjoining the Ho- 
tel Claridge. Christmas intake was 
262,000 francs (over $10,000) for 
food and everything. Of the every- 
thing, 450 bottles of champagne 
were sold. New Year’s gross ex- 
ceeded this slightly. 

Lido is the swimming-pool caba- 
ret, extending an avenue block long, 
and permitting for an elastic capa- 
city of over 1,000. 


_— 


World’s Producers at 
Rothschild’s New House 


Paris, Jan. 4. 

A foreign season is being arranged 
for the Pigalle theatre, the new play- 
house of Baron Henri de Rothschild 
(theatrically known as Andre Pas- 
cal), next May, when the best known 
producers of the world will be in- 
vited to make use of the stage. 

Among the names mentioned as 
accepting to participate in this in- 
ternational season are Max Rein- 
hardt (German), Tairoff, of the Kam- 
erny theatre, Moscow (Russian), 
Ruggero Ruggieri and Meyerhold 
(italy), who will mount. works re- 
eently produced in their respective 
countries, 

The Theatre Guild of New York 
is mentioned as also a_ probable 
asset to the scheme, 





“Volpone” in Madrid 


Madrid, Dec. 29. 

Two separate versions in Spanish 
of Ben Jonson's revived play, “Vol- 
pone,” have just been presented to 
the Madrid theatrical public at the 
Alkazar and Infanta Beatriz the- 
atres. Both have been successful. 

Although “Volpone” is wholly a 
classical play, its essence impreg- 
nated with antiquity and an at- 
mosphere out of tune with the mod- 
ern age of jazz and frivolity of dra- 
matic productions, it has been much 
appreciated by the Spanish public. 

“Folies” Engagements 

Pedro Rubin and the Triana Sis- 
ters have been engaged for the new 
€dition of the Paris “Folies Bergere” 
which goes into rehearsal late this 
month, 

Rubin will be a featured dancer 
and the ballet master. This is the 
first time the “Folies Bergere” en- 
gaged an American dancer as ballet 
miaster. Both acts sail Jan. 17. 
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Melbourne 


By C. R. BRADISH 





Melbourne, Dec, 10. 


Robert Ganthony’s old sob, “A 
Message From Mars,” which stands | 
higher in meller esteem than “East 
Lynne,” always has a fair amount 
of box office pull. Revived by 


Gregan McMahor at the Palace, all 
the faithful again moistened a few 
hankies. 

Following an unexpectedly long} 

run of “A Bird in Hand,” it has] 
Gregan McMahon as Horace Parker, 
a part in which his histrionic finish 
and blue eyes have shone in some- 
thing over 1,000 previous instances. 
McMahon is assisted by Gerald Kay 
Souper, Helen Saintsbury, Bonita 
Appleton, Beatrice Day and Leonard 
Stevens. Miss Day, who originally 
came to Australia with the late Her- 
bert Flemming in “The Walls of 
Jericho,” is now reduced to drama- 
tizing the memory of her former self 
—a somewhat trying pastime for an 
elderly dame, .However, she -is a 
reputation, and reps are reverently 
regarded in this land. 
“A Message From Mars” has been 
a source of considerable wealth to 
various managers. Most successful 
was William Hawtrey who first pre- 
sented it ’way back in the beginning 
of the current century. Hawtrey 
was not the world’s greatest actor— 
he was, in fact, several Henry Irv- 
ings away—but he was a shrewd 
judge of popular taste.. His judg- 
ment was rewarded with a profit 
that aggregated over the years to 
as much as $200,000. But he failed 
to put his surplus in a vault and 
then forget the combination. So it 
came to pass that he had to borrow 
his fare back to England. 





Bijou theatre, which closed after 
many years service in the cause .of 
Small time vaudeville, is to reopen 
on Boxing Day again as a legit 
house. Gregan McMahon, who has 
found the Palace too spacious for 
his needs, is to move over with the 
present intention of reviving “Bird 
in Hand.” He may stage one of 
five modern comedies, manuscripts 
of which he is at present studying. 





Frank Neil is staging at. the 
King’s “Clowns in Clover,” a not 
over-arresting songandance show, 


but enlivened by the antics of Roy 
Rene, local Hebrew comic. Best 
feature of the show is the brisk 
dancing by a‘group of Australian 
girls. Clever work of thé Hardgrove 
Brothers, dancers, is also a-stand- 
out. Others in the show are Mary 
Gannon, Neva Carr Glynn, Sadie 
Gale, Violet Elliott, Eric Masters, 
John V. Dobbie and Claude Holland. 
Ann Penn, English impersonator, is 

















Shower Craze 


Paris, Jan. 5. 

Arrange to reach Paris any 
day but Monday. Public bath 
houses are closed that day. 

Apart from this fact, the 
French are feeling American 
influenge in their new love for 
showers. So popular have these 
become that seven. public 
shower bath houses are to be 
immediately built here, located 





-ROME’S INTRICATE STAGE 


Opera Season Opened Dec. 26—New 
Rostrum in 20 Movable Sections 


Rome, Jan, 2. 

Opera season opened here Dec. 26 
with Cimarosa’s “The Secret Wed- 
ding.” A brilliant audience, in- 
cluding the King, Queen and the 
princesses Giovanna and Maria at- 
tended the first night. As much as 
500 lire (about $25) was the price 
asked for a fauteil. 








in populous neighborhoods. 


XMAS PANTOS BIG 





(Continued from page 2) 


offer “Darling, 
ing Jan. 22. 

Garrick—Peggy O’Neil in “Paddy 
the Next Best Thing,” matimees, 
and “The SBacheler’ Father” at 
nights, both flop revivals, 

Globe—‘Canaries Sometimes 
Sing.” Libraries are holding off 
from contracting and the show is 
about breaking even. 

Haymarket—“The First Mr s. 
Fraser” was off somewhat during 
the. absence, due to illness, of Marie 
Tempest, but has picked up on her 
return and is doing around $12,000. 

Hippodrome—“Mr. Cinders’. con- 
tinues around $19,000, which is $2,- 
700 over the guarantee. Piece is 
likely to continue several months 
more, with Williamson-Tate’s new 
English musical to follow. 

His Majesty’s—‘“Bitter Sweet” 
was a bit off'in the stalls around 
Christmas, but is again in high de- 
mand, with recovery immediately 
after Christmas. 

Kingsway—‘“School for Scandal,” 
fair for the old standard. 

Lyceum—“Puss in Boots,” another 
panto, is enormous. They tilted 
prices for the more expensive seats, 
just as they did last year. Only 
this time they’re selling them. Daily 
matinees are doing $2,500 and eve- 
nings $2,000. 

Lyric—‘“Murder on the Second 
Floor,” revival, getting along nicely 
€nough on the profit sice, but the 
house is available if a strong at- 
traction comes into sight. 

New—“Madame Plays Nap,” flop. 

Palace—‘“‘Dear Love,’ medium 
business, with call for the orchestra 
seats a-bit weak. 

Playhouse—“When Knights Were 
Bold,” Christmas revival of the old 
romance, did fairly. 

Prince of Wales—“Journey’s End,” 
still very good, but short of capac- 
ity. Sale of stalls has been off for 
the past three weeks, but call may 
vevive. Doing $11,000, which means 
$3,000 profit. 

Prince’s—“‘A Warm Corner” do- 
ing. moderate business and. sticking 
on the hope it may velop. 


I Love You,”. start- 





also in the lineup. 


Nijinskaja in Vienna 
Vienna, Jan. 3. 

Leontjew, gifted but temperament- 
al ballet master of the Vienna State 
Opera, who leaves next September, 
will be succeeded, according to pres- 
ent expectation, by Mme. Bronis- 
lawa Nijinskaja, now of Paris. 

Klemens Krauss, director of the 
Vienna Opera, wants Nijinskaja to 
reorganize the Vienna ballet as she 
did some years ago at the Teatro 
Colon of Buenos Aires. Since then 
she has managed the former Ruben- 
stein ballet in Paris. 

With the aid of summer and win- 
ter sports and the 18-day diet, Nijin- 
skaja may be able to take some of 
the strain off the spectators and 
the boards of the opera. 


Tallulah’s Family Tree 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

Tallulah Bankhead, American 
actress in London, has a chance for 
double family representation § in 
Congress. 

Her father, William B. Bankhead, 
is now a member of the House from 
Alabama. Her uncle, John H. 
Bankhead, has just announced his 
candidecy for the Senate as a Dem- 
ecrat to oppose Senator Heflin, who 
has been “written out” of that party. 

Miss Bankhead’s grandfather was 
for many years a member of the 
Senate, also from Alabama 


PARIS ENGAGEMENTS 
Paris, Jan. 5. 
Eddie Mayo and his eight piece 
harmonica band are due here as 
soon as they have completed the 
tour arranged for them by Univer- 
sum Agency, which includes Berlin, 
Italy, Brussels and ,Prague. 
This same agency is bringing into 
the Cirque Medrano the Rose Kress 
| (skating) Trio, and to the local Lido 








Queen’s—“‘The Apple Cart” is 
holding up to medium business. 
Royalty—“Art and Mrs, Bottle” is 
a flop. . 

St. James—‘“Peter Pan” revival, 
Annual feature is not quite up to 
its usual demand. Libraries are 
slightly on the losing end. 

St. Martin’s—“Sorry You’ve Been 
Troubled” has enjoyed a splendid 
run and now is doing about 60% 
capacity, which still shows a profit. 

Shaftsbury—“The Middle Watch” 
as big as ever and still arouad $13,- 
600. : 

Strand—“Treasure Island” mat- 
inees’ very profitable for this re- 
vival. Coupled with evening bill 
of “Sport of Kings,” which is a flop. 

Vaudeviile—‘French Leave,” re- 
vival, only fair. 

Winter Garden—Gracie Fields in 
“The Show's the Thing,” in 





| going strong. 


SKAARUP AFTER JOLSON 

Copenhagen, Jan, 4, 

Frede Skaarup, 

of Scandinavian 

Berlin to negotiate for 

concert appearances 
tor. 


son for 
itals, 
Oslo. 


Copenhagen, 


FAMILY CONCERT AFFAIR 


Moscow, Dec. 31. 


Radomsky, New York tenor, 


astic 
critics, 


comment from 


Mrs. Radomsky. The 





| Helen Gray, dancer, 


is quite recent. 


% i | 


its 
eighth menth. Piece opened at the 
Victoria Palace, moved to the Ly- 
ceum and now at the Winter Gar- 
den is not so strong. Doing about 
half capacity and nearing its end. 

Wyndham’s—“The Calendar” still 


most prominent 
showmen, is in 
Al Jolson 
in this sec- 


Skaarup wishes to engage Jol- 
three Scandinavian capi- 
Stockholm and 


A series of five concerts by Sergei 
and 
Marie Williams, soprano, of Glas- 
gow, Scotland, has evoked enthusi- 
Muscovite 


Off the program Miss Williams is 
partnership 


Stage and whole scenic arrange- 
ments of the Royal Opera House 
have been remodernized for the 
present season. The stage is now 
divided into some 20 movable sec- 
tions. which can be inclined, raised, 
lowered and moved in a variety of 
| ways and combinations. It is stated 
to be one of the most modern and 
best arranged stages in Europe. 


Schiffer-Hollander Put 
On Midwinter Revue 


Frankfort, Jan. 5. 

Marcel Schiffer and Friedrich 
Hollander are Berlin musical come- 
dy writers who manage to put 
on a show every summer which car- 
ries into the fall. They have had 
la series of successes the past few 
| years, 

For some reason or other they de- 
cided to try their luck in the 
provinces this winter, and have 
staged, in Darmstadt, a production 
called “I'll Dance Round the World 
With You.” Much song, much 
dancing and a flat story in the 
Parisien farce manner. Hollander’s 
music is often worthy of Broadway, 
and the theme. song of. this revue 
is another possibility. 





Moscow’s U. S. Plays 


Moscow, Dec. 31. 

Theatre going public sees America 
chiefly through the artistic glasses 
of Eugene O'Neill. “Desire Under 
the Elms,” “The Hairy Ape” and 
“All God’s Chillun Got Wings” are 
on the repertoire of Tairoff’s Ka- 
merny theatre. 

Other American pieces on Mos- 
cow boards are “Spread Eagle,” in 
the Studio of the Mali theatre, and 
an amusing version of “Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin” by the Second Moscow Art 
Theatre, 

Maurine Watkins’ “Chicago” is 
being played by the Narodni Dom 
of Leningrad, and is also in rehear- 
sal here at Stanislavsky’s Moscow 
Art Theatre for production in the 
nearest future. 

“Gods of Lightening,” the Sacco- 
Vanzetti play, is being prepared for 
production by the Theatre of Rev- 
olution here. 








Sigrid Undset’s Failure 
Oslo, Jan. 2. 

Sigrid Undset, awarded the literary 
Nobel Prize last year, and whose 
novels have gained fame in numer- 
ous countries, has failed utterly asa 
dramatist. Her first piece of dramatic 
work, a comedy for children, “East 
of Sun and West of Moon,” flopped 
at Oslo’s New theatre. 

Everybody of any importance in 
the Norwegian capital attended, and 
they were sadly disappointed. 








DISILLUSIONED 


Vienna, Jan. 3. 

Viennese, who have been taking 
kindly to negro spirituals, are likely 
to lose their illusions as a result of 
a matinee given by Isidora New- 
man at Reinhardt’s Josephstadt 
theatre. 

While she was rendering a series 
of Creole ballads, which she claimed 
were the foundation of the whole 
cult of Negro spirituals, the audi- 
ence could stand it, but when she 
gave Yvette Guilbert’s “C’est le 
Mai,” it was too much. Yvette her- 
self had been here just three weeks 
before. 





SNICKER AT PAGNOL 


Frankfort, Jan. 5. 

“Marius Ahoy,” well known piece 
of the French playwright, Marcel 
Pagnol, was rendered in a fairly 
convincing manner at the municipal 
theatre here, 

Fritz Peter Buch put it on, but 
could not help the fact that a great 
many lines of Pagnol’s original 
script caused laughs instead of 
holding dramatic attention as was 
the- original intention. 





Americans Abroad 


- 


Paris, Jan, 5. 

In Paris; Billy McCarney, Frank- 

ie Genaro, Benno Moeisvitch, Mary 

McCormiec, George Abell, Edna L. 
Coleman, Sonya Mitchell. 





PARISIANS COMPLAIN”: 
ABOUT LATE ARRIV 


Paris, Jan. 5. 





the universal habit of arriving late 
for shows. 
because they even come in long 
after every intermission. 

Protests are becoming stronger 
daily, and people already seated 
have been doing their best to make 
it difficult for late arrivais to reach 
their chairs. This always causes a 
disturbance and it’s becoming a 
regular habit. 

As far as known the managers 
have reached no solution, 





DANTE’S CLAIM 


Tells How He Hooked Onto “King 
of Magicians” 





Copenhagen, Jan. 4. 
“The King of Magicians,” Mr. 
Dante, the other day paid a visit to 
Copenhagen, his native town, where 
he signed a contract to appear here 
in March next. 
Interviewed, Dante described how 
he left Copenhagen when only a boy 
of 9 to go to United States with his 
parents. In America he succeeded 
at an early age in building up a 
reputation as a magician and even- 
tually fell heir to the traditional 
title of “King of Magicians.” 
This title, which, he says, dates 
right back to the early days of 
vaudeville in America, originally 
belonged to the illusionist, Kerrel. 
When he retired in 1896 he sold his 
stunts to Howard Thurston, who 
traveled with them’ all over the 
world, Dante says. Now they, and 
the title have been passed on to 
Darite, who travels with a troup of 
20 people. 


After 158 Years 


Prague, Dee. 31. . 
“Lucius Sulla,” an early opera 
which Mozart wrote when he was 
only 16, presented in Milan in 1772 
and not given since, again saw light 
here, when it was performed at the 
New German theatre. 
Anton Rudolph, young German- 
Bohemian musical director and.com~< 
poser, translated the libretto with 
chief role sung by Susanne Jicha, 
wife of Steinberg, musical director 
of the Frankfurt opera. 


London Chatter 


London, Jan, 3. 

Prime Carnera loves work and 
his manager, Leon See, sees that he 
gets plenty. Besides fighting pretty 
frequently, Carnera has played 
vaudeville and also acted as m, G 
at the Deauville restaurant. 

Van Horn and Inez, skaters, have 
just made a talker for Pathe. 

Edythe Baker, who on becoming 
Mrs. Gerard d Erlanger gave up, ker 
stage career, may make a reap- 
pearance, 

Commissionaire given a shilling 
at the Alhambra told donor that,jit 
was first tip he had received since 
house went “talker. Adding that 
during the house’s vaude career his 
“donations” averaged $5 daily, 

There is a $2 top drive on among 
legits the Winter Garden following 
the Dominion on this theory. .«, 

Nellie Melba, after two years,of 
silence gave Brighton a farewell 
concert. Her pipes are still 100 per 
cent. ip 

Doug Byng, whom Cochran jas 
engaged to write revue. sketches, 
was a dress designer a few years 
ago. Chucked it for acting. »« 

A mob calling themselves “The 
Mountebanks Operatic Society” have 
been giving “Flerodora.”’ 10 

Julian Wylie has produced 68 
pantos, 

Esme Percy's going Hamlet. 

Record ice rink crowds this wine 
ter. 

Ivan Campbell's managing “Vire 
tue for Sale.” 

Hymn singing at nite clubs these 
days. 

Cicely Courtneidge is playing cab- 
aret as a holiday. a 

Faked first editions are the vegue. 

So many pantos they were think- 
ing of extending school vacations. 

Connie Ediss is clicking in “A 
Warm Corner” at the Princes. 

‘Rookery Nook” is now the heav- 
iest British studio bet. 

John Drinkwater is the only 
writer boasting he has sat in bex- 
offices and checked up receipts, 

Robin Irvine, film player, , in 
“Journeys End” while Maurice 
Evans rests. e- 

Jimmy Bryson, of Universal, re- 
turned from America with the first 
reel of “All Quiet’ under his arm. 











Legit managers are facing an in- — 
creasingly difficult situation due to ~ 


Situation is acute here 
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Germany Stalls on 


< 


Film Contingent 


Under New Trade Barrier Treaty 





+ 


Washington, Jan. 14. 


New and expected German film 
contingent is being held up pending 
action by Poland and Czechoslo- 
vakia on the Geneva Convention, 
which convention, if ratified by all 
signing countries, will do away with 
commercial trade barriers. 

Reporting by cable to the Com- 
merce Department, Douglas Miller, 
assistant trade commissioner, Ber- 
lin, advises that should the two 
nations fail to ratify the treaty 
Germany will put into effect a new 
contingent. Poland and Czechoslo- 
vakia must ratify by May 31 or 
Germany automatically cancels its 
adherence to the treaty. 


Conditional Plan 


Because of pressure being brought 
upon the German government it is 
expected that the provisions of the 
new arrangement will be announced 
on February 1. Actually going into 
effect, however, on July 1 and then 
dependent upon the action of the 
other two nations on the treaty, 
says Miller. 

Miller adds that an informal talk 
with the German film commissioner 
brought forth the information that 
the rew regulations would practi- 
cal'y mean a continuation of the 
present status for one year. No 
substantial change is contemplated, 
however, in that portion of quota 
allotted as export premiums. 

Miller is not optimistic that even 
with the ratification by Poland 
and Czechoslovakia Germany will 
drop the contingent idea. He sees 
it, then, switched to the question of 
a domestic cultural matter through 
the ministry of interior or educa- 
tion so that curtailing of foreign 
films may be continued on other 
grounds. 

Miller interprets the Government 
as believing the present regulations 
offer the best solution. 


Foreign Language Bans 
Halt Hollywood Dubbing 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


Passing of laws in Italy and 
Spain, plus similar proposed action 
by Cuba and Mexico, forbidding the 
showing of foreign language pic- 
tures, has halted the dubbing of 
several musicals out here. 

Latest to. be denied the foreign 
market is M-G’s “It’s a Great Life.” 

* Plan was to have the songs sung in 
English with Spanish spoken just 
in the: final sequence. 








COLUMBIA’S VERSION 


Pians German, French and Spanish 
Lt Transcriptions 





Jack Cohn, vice-pr-usident of Co- 
lumbia, who went abroad with the 
idea of selling silent product, has 
returned to declare it’s no use 
thinking of silents for over there. 
Columbia’s “Flight” will be its first 
dialog film for European showing, 
with all original lines remaining in 
the production plus titles superim- 
posed for German, Spanish and 
French consumption. 

With options on three French 
stories to be done in MBnglish, 
Frenclr, and German, Cohn goes to 
th- Coast within a week to discuss 
foreign production angles. Pictures 
on the regular Columbia program, 
originally to be produced in Eng- 
lish only, may also be made in two 
or three foreign versions, 
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Accident—No Frame 
Paris, Jan. 1. 

Jeanne Helbling, French picture 
actress, due to star shortly in the 
filmization of Roland Dorgele’s 
novel, “Partir,” was found uncon- 
scious in the early hours of the 
morning in her apartment, due to 
a leak in a gas pipe. 

The thing looking either as at- 
tempted suicide or a publicity stunt 
‘“Yeally was a plain accident. 





Blumenthal Decorated 
Paris, Jan. 2. 
Young Dick Blumenthal, assistant 
to Mel Shaurer here at the Para- 
mount Paris headquarters, has been 
decorated by the Ligue Aeronau- 
tique de France, for his air-minded 
services. 
They arose from Par’s pictures, 
“Wings” and “Legion of the Con- 
demned.” 


RUSSIAN “ELMER GANTRY” 


Anti-Religious Films the Vogue in 
Russia—Several Opened Xmas 








Moscow, Dec. 31. 


One Russian film company is 
working on a scenario of Sinclair 
Lewis’s “Elmer Gantry” and will 


doubtless squeeze out every drop of 
anti-religious propaganda the book 
holds. 

Celluloid attacks on leaven have 
been the vogue in Russia recently. 
In fact, several anti-religious films 
cpened simultaneously in the cap- 
ital on Christmas Day. 


JOINVILLE BECOMING 
FRANCE’S HOLLYWOOD 





Paris, Jan. 5. 
Joinville, Paris suburb, is fast be- 
coming the center of French picture 
production. 
In the old Sapene studios, sound 
equipped and under the manage- 


ment of Natan (Pathe-Natan), three 
French talkers are being produced. 
On Gaumont equipment at this stu- 
dio Abel Gance is making “La Fin 
du Monde” with himself as the star; 
on RCA wire Marcel Lherbier is 
filming “L’Enfant de l’Amour,” with 
Jean Angelo and Jacques Catelain, 
and Jean de Limur is directing 
Adolphe Menjou and Alice Cocea, of 
French musical comedy fame, in 
“Mon Gosse de Pere.” Incidentally, 
the Pathe-Natan studios of Rue 
Francoeur, in Paris, are being wired. 

Aiso in Joinville, the Reservoir 
studios, now known as the Kane 
plant, will begin to turn out French 
shorts this month with full-length 
fcatures to follow. Distfibution is 
to be arranged by Paramount in 
Isurope, and Pathe in the States. 

Fer these one and two-reelers 
Louis P. Verande, impresario, is 
gathering talent from both Frencn 
vaudeville and legit, such as Fanny 
He'ay, of the Opera, Saint-Granier, 
Tr. ki, Bach, Koval, Suzy Prim and 
Jeane Saint-Bonnet. 





French Makers Cautious 
Paris, Jan. 14. 


French sound and talk production 
is at a standstill, except for the op- 
erations of a few daring producers 
who are anxious to get dialog films 
into release. 

Majority prefer to stand aside for 
the moment in order to observe 
what real results native dialog pic- 
tures achieve. 





Ramaphone’s Trio 
The Hague, Jan. 5. 

Nederlandsche Bioscooptrust (N- 
BT) has wired its Olympia at Nij- 
megen and the Corso, Amsterdam, 
with Ramaphone, an Americah inde- 
pendent wiring equipment made by 
Radio Motion Picture Corp. 

Henri A. Lube is head of this 
company and is personally making 
the installaticns. 





Amsterdam, Jan. 4. 
Tuschinsky’s in Amsterdam and 
Rotterdam both have W. E. equip- 
ment, but the picture exhibitor is 
letting the contract of his 1,800 seat 
Roxy here to Ramaphone. 





China Likes Talkers 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

China is falling into line on the 
talkers. Novelty of all dialog, de- 
spite being in English, is attracting 
plenty of business, says a report 
to the picture division of the com- 
merce department. 

China officials have their own 
ideas on censoring and are setting 
up standards that must be adhered 


to. This is partieularly true in 
the municipality of Greater 
Shanghai. 


Outlying theatres are beginning 
to get installations. 





‘ALL-NIGHT GRIND OKAY 


Paris, Jan. 5. 

Paramount theatre, which played 

continuously New Year's Eve, did 
a steady business. 

About 150 people were turned 

away every half hour from two to 

six a. m. as the people emerged 





from night clubs and restaurants. 


Cheaper Tonefilm Device 


Prague, Dec. 27. 

Owner of the Olmuetz Electro 
and Radio Company, Masak, in con- 
junction with his engineer, Masarek, 
has constructed a tonefilm which he 
claims is 20 times cheaper than the 
American apparatus at present in 
use. 

The Olmuetz machine can be fur- 
nished for 34,000 crowns, while the 
foreign apparatus costs over 700,- 
000 cre “s. 








Fox Buy Mixes 
Up B-G Contract 
For Danish Wire 


Copenhagen, Jan, 2. 

Law courts have pronounced sen- 
tence in an important sound film 
case over here concerning the wire 
equipment in British Gaumont the- 
atres. 

In 1925 the Electrical Phono Film 
Co. was formed for the exploitation 
of sound film patents belonging to 
the Danish inventors, Petersen and 
Poulsen. This company later made 
a contract with British Gaumont, 
the most important clause of which 
was to the effect that B-G and its 
300-odd cinemas were only to use 
the Danish sound and talking film 
apparatus. In return, the English 
company obtained the rights to ex- 
ploit the Danish invention in Eng- 
land. 

After that Fox opened negotia- 
tions for the purchase of British 
Gaumont. Successful completion of 
these negotiations consequently 
made it necessary that the clause 
binding British Gaumont to use only 
Petersen-Poulsen wire would have 
to be rescinded. In order to render 
this clause null and void, the Gau- 
mont firm bought the controlling in- 
terest in the Danish company and 
afterward called a general meeting, 
where it was decided to cancel the 
clause in question. This decision 
caused consternation among share- 
holders in Electrical Phono Film in 
Denmark and Germany. A German 
shareholder, Dr. Richard von Kock 
of Berlin, in conjunction with one 
of the inventors, Petersen, then 
filed suit in the Danish courts 
against the company, disputing the 
right of the general meeting to re- 
scind the contract with Gaumont. 

In pronouncing judgment, the 
Danish court says that the clause 
must be considered of fundamental 
importance for every shareholder in 
Electrical Phono Film and that the 
Danish law governing limited com- 
panies would make its cancellation 
by a general meeting illegal. 

It is probable that the dissatisfied 
shareholders will use this judgment 
as a basis for continuing the case 
in an English court. — 

Electrical Phono is doing great 
business in Sweden. Firm has com- 
pleted the installation of Petersen 
and Poulsen equipment in 20 cine- 
mas. 

Popularity of this Danish system 
is increased by its cheapness. 


Radio’s British Trio 


Ony three pictures are on Radio’s 
British schedule to be handled over 
there by Basil Dean, English pro- 
ducer. What American performers, 
if any, will take part in these pro- 
ductions is not disclosed by ‘ocal 
executives. J. I. Schnitzer, who 
issued a statement on the hook-up, 
refused to be interviewed for de- 
tails. 

Statement concedes that Dean 
contributions will be mostly com- 
posed of casts. At the same time 
technical aid, approval of stories 
and selection of staff will be up 
to LeBaron, Radio production head. 











Coast German Showing 
San Francisco, Jan, 14. 

Cliff Work is to give the first 
Coast showing next week of the 
German version of Universal's 
“Broadway” at a midnight show at 
the Orpheum. 

It will be in the nature of a pre- 
view for several local German so- 
cieties. 





Appendix Surrender 

Before returning to the Orient to 
resume as M-G-M’s general repre- 
sentative, Frank V. Chamberlain 
went to the Manhattan Hospital, 
New York, to surrender his appen- 
dix. 

As soon as he’s mended Chamber- 
lain goes to, and then sails from 





San Francisco. 





HOWE’S JAP TALKERS 


Cameraman Forms Own Company— 
Tom White as Partner 








Los Angeles, Jan. 14, 





James Wong Howe, only Chinese 
cameraman out here, has organized | 
his own producing company. He |} 
will make a series of all Japanese | 
talkers, using native actors from 


local and Frisco theatres | 


Howe is a former cameraman for | 
Paramount, where he photographed | 
all of the Victor Fleming and Her- | 
bert Brenon productions. Associated 
with him in this venture is Tom| 
White, indie producer and former 
Paramount exec. 


Pictures will be made at White's 
studio in Monrovia. Hollywood Re- 
cording System, disks owned by 
White, will be used. Pictures will 
play in cities where there is a large 
Japanese population, the rights for 
Japan already having been sold to 
a syndicate there. 


| 





Howe also intends making a series 
for Chinese consumption. 





British Film F ield 


——E) 


London, Jan. 2. 

A chap calling himself Arthur 
Barrett is getting by with a gag 
in the sticks. Travels a_ talker 
called ‘“‘Motherless” with portable 
equipment. 

Set consists of mike, amplifier, 
loudspeaker and the silent film. 


An assistant sits in the booth, 
watches the film and does the talk- 
ing into the mike, synchronizing 
the sound and doubling the voices 
well enough for the houses played. 

So far only one audience has got- 
ten wise. 





Percentage False Returns 


Since the talkers brought per- 
centage bookings as the general 
rule there has been spasmodic 
trouble over theatre returns, Around 
three months ago distributors tried 
to get by with a plan for having 
their own checkers in the payboxes, 
but the Exhibitors’ Association 
laughed the idea out. 


Several percentage distribs got 
wise to the fact that they were be- 
ing short changed in some places, 
and got after things. Universal 
found one case and called the ex- 
hibitor in for a conference. This 
exhibitor, Jacob Rothstein, is direc- 
tor’ of Super Cinema (Canning 
Town) Ltd. a company owning 
theatre of that name, also of Poplar 
Pavilion, Ltd., and Poplar Hippo- 
drome, Ltd., two other companies 
owning those houses. Man named 
Musselwhite is secretary and gen- 
eral manager of all three companies. 


Rothstein said he had no knowl- 
edge that distribs were being cheat- 
ed on their percentage, but Mussel- 
white became the goat and said it 
was his idea and he carried it out 
on his own. 

Shortages discovered amounted to 
five cases from the Super Cinema, 
four from the Poplar Pavilion, and 
three from the Hippodrome, the 
victims and amounts 
Super Paramount $390; Warner. 
$253: M-G-M, $240; Gaumont, $182; 
Ideal~ Co., $168; Poplar Pavilion, 
Fox, $404; Warner, $192; First Na- 
tional, $167; W: & F. Co., $35; Pop- 
lar Hippodrome, Warner, $626; 
First National, $163; Fox, $162. 

Rothstein has paid these and has 
agreed to have automatic ticket 
machines installed, also to give dis- 
tributors’ representatives access to 
the three houses at any time. A 
sum equal to the total of the ad- 
mitted defalcations has also been 
paid to the Trade Benevolent Fund, 
legal and accountancy costs being 
charged to the theatres in addition. 

Distributors, through their so- 
ciety, say this settlement will not 
be followed in any other cases 
which may arise. And there seem 
to be some coming from the Nort 
Midlands, where one of the Ameri- 
can distributors has discovered a 
shortage. 

As the percentage playing of 
talkers is on the wane now, exnibs 
are wise to the fact there’s enough 
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being:, 


As Many French Wire Cos. as Here: 
Claim US. Distribs Over-Plugging WE. 


Paris, Jan. 5. 
There are as many indie sound 
equipments here as were in Amere- 


ica when sound was in its early 
stages of development. And as in 
America, they will reduce theme- 
iselves down to a handful, although, 
more so than in the States, the price 


factor is a strongly determining in- 
fluence. 

If an exhib knows that Synchro- 
phone (disk) selis at 20,000 francs 
that’s what interests him 
most. Survox (disk) at 25,000 to 
40,000 francs ($1,000 to $1,600) is an- 
other cheap one. Syntok goes for 
$3,000 for film and $2,000 for disk; 
Sonovision, disk, $1,400 to $1,600; 
Melovox, both disk and film, $1,600 


to $2,000; Gaumont’s Idealsonore, 
$4,000 to $6,000. 
Other makes are  Lutaphone, 


$8,000; Ramaphone, $3,500; Western 
Eiectric, price depending on type of 


equipment, ranges to $20,000 and 
$24,000; Thomson- Houston Co's 
Thomson-Tona, at $2,800, asking for 
25 percent down and 1,000 francs 
($40) a month. Thomson-Houston 
also handles RCA Photophone; 
Sonor-Film; Synchronista; L.N.A., 
Synchro-France. 

Indie wire men argue here that 
American distributors, if they do 
not approve of a theatre’s equip- 


ment, will not rent its pictures. The 
continental sound makers take the 
position of who is the judge, the 
distributor or the public? If the 
latter, by hooting or razzing, should 
demonstrate against poor reproduc- 
tion, there can be no question about 
the wisdom of the distribs’ position. 
It has also been said that W. EK. 
and Gaumont were supposedly 
working in accord, or on some sort 
of a tie-up.” This Clifford Smith, 
W. E. executive head, denies to Va- 
riety here. Smith explained such a 
misimpression came through the 
Moulin Rouge wiring. This house 
is using a Gaumont projector, but 
otherwise is W. E. equipped. From 
this fact sprang the rumor of a 
working arrangement between the 
two firms, according to Smith. 

Some of the independent wire 
manufacturers cry that exhibitors 
are being influenced to install W. E. 
on the allegations that ERPI’s prod- 
uct is not only superior, but that it 
may prove a factor in securing the 
rental of the choicer sound pic- 
tures. 





‘ FIRE REGULATIONS 


Paris Theatre Owners Worrying 
That Lax Days May Be Over 








Paris, Jan. 6. 

Theatre owners are much worried 
over the Glen Cinema fire, which 
caused 70 children to be burnt or 
trampled to death in Paisley, near 
Glasgow, Scotland. Fire laws here 
are far from being as strict as in 
the States, and are quite loosely ob- 
served, often being winked at, 
Some managers go so far as to 
have some equipment installed con- 
trary to all regulations, such equip- 
ment being hidden on inspection 
day. Should fire inspections become 
more severe, quite a lot of changes 
might be required in either stage 
or seating accommodations, 


oe 


* 9 . 
Spain’s Will Rogers 
Madrid, Dec, 28. 

Federico Garcia Sanchiz, Spanish 
author and writer, has created a 
new style of theatrical entertain- 
ment called Charlas Liricas (Lyr- 
ical Chats), and which he has been 
giving at theatres throughout Spain. 
His performances thus far have 
been very popular and a financial 
success for their creator. 

Garcia Sanchiz’s performances 
consist of stage lectures upon al- 
most every conceivable topic of in- 





terest, including descriptive in- 
terpretations of every phase of 
Spain and her people, comments 


upon interesting current events as 
reported in the newspapers, some- 
what after the manner of Will 
Rogers. 





Big Orchestra in Small House 
Berlin, Dec. 39. 
A 33-piece orchestra in a house 
seating 600 is at the Ufa Palast 
here, where Metro’s “White Shae« 
dows” is showing. 
Tobis’ litigation against Western 
Electric forces this soundfilm to be 





shown silent, as with every other 
American sound-synchronized proe« 
duction where W. E. equipment fige 
ures, 
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Blanket Shutdown 


Ordered 


For N. Y. Studios—Result of 








Until architectural adjustments 
and fire preventatives, aggregating a 
tctal of hundreds of thousands of 


dollars, are made and acquired, not | 
» film studio so designated in Man- | 
attan will be allowed to function. | 
which | 
through fire headquarters a | 


Blanket shutdown order, 
came 
few days ago, is the aftermath of 


the Pathe studio fire. 


In the suspension of licenses until 
rigid demands are complied with, 
Pathe again suffers. The RCA)! 


Gramercy studio, where for the past 
week Pathe had been working on 
a 24-hour daily schedule in an ef- 
fort to make up for lost time, is 
one of those closed. 

Charles Ross, head of RCA’s 
Photophone interests, stated that 
the sprinkler system is being in- 
stalled and that required changes 
are being made in the placement of 
fire-escapes. These, he stated, will 
be completed within another three 
~yeeks, when a speedy okay for the 
resumption of work will be sought. 

It is the understanding of Ross, 
and other studio heads, that every 
New York studio is within the fire 
preventive net, although it was re- 
vorted that Cosmopolitan had es- 
caped summons, This studio, ac- 
cording to some, had been equipped 
with a sprinkler system. 

Fox Included 

Shut down does not cripple east- 
ern production for Paramount or 
Warners, both these plants being 
fully equipped. Most of the st=- 
dios affected are small spots used 
<: asmodically by various independ- 
ents and fly-by-night producers, 

Among the largest of* these, the 
DeForest, controlled by the Schles- 
singers, had completed its sched- 
ule of 12 shorts a day before the 
license was revoked, At other times 
this studio has been rented to indies 
at $500 a day. Louis Weiss, the last 
of these, left the week before the 
revoke to make shorts in the 
Schlessinger-British studios. 

Fox, while included in the batch, 
has not used its 10th avenue studios 
‘or film purposes for about a year. 
it is reported in connection with 
Fox, however, that the fire depart- 
ment will insist upon greater pre- 
caution because of the structure of 
the building. 

Simultaneous with the studio en- 
forcements, firemen, who have here- 
tofore concentrated on tobacco 
smoke, are now putting employees 
in many of the film home offices 
through abandon house drill, Fox- 
ites, while in projection rooms, have 
experienced several of these within 
the past few days. 


TWO VERSIONS 
IN SAME TOWN 


New Orleans, Jan. 14. 

It has been arranged by Robert 
O'Donnell of the Saenger chain, to 
ylay two versions of Chevalier’s 
“Big Pond” simultaneously in this 
city, when the picture is released. 
One version will be in English at 
the big Saenger and the French 
version will go into a smaller house 
that week. 

New. Orleans has a substantial 
French speaking population. 











Pathe Fire—Par-Warners Okay 








| 


Nerve! 





Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Anna Q. Nilsson has been 
admitted as a patient and will 
spend the next five months in 
the Orthopedic hospital, a 
children’s hospital to which she 
has made financial donations. 

Miss Nilsson will lie in a 
plaster cast after her hip bone, 
broken two years ago, is re- 
broken and reset so that it 
may mend properly. 

Miss Nilsson will then re- 
sume her film career. 














MOTION PICTURE LEAGU 











FUNDS FOR PEACE 
Cabaret and- feature numbers by 
many debutantes made the Peace 


21st, a stellar occasion of the social 
season. 











COLORED ‘HALLELUJAH’ 





Jacksonville, Fla., Jan. 11. 

“Hallelujah” has been booked tc 
open Jan. 18 at the Palace. This 
is the first southern booking for 
the all-colored picture and was 
made only after Jean Henderson, 
film critic of the Florida “Times- 
Union,” had conducted through her 
columns an open forum to bring 
out sentiment. 

Jacksonville has 150,000 popula- 
tion, at least 50% negro and_ much 
of the white group from the north. 
Picture was slated for the Florida, 
Publix, house, but booking was re- 
scinded by New York, for the 
Palace, owned by E. J. Sparks, 
Florida exhibitor in whose chain 
Publix has an interest. 

While there was no outpouring 
of letters commending the booking, 
enough voiced themselves for the 
affirmative to decide the Palace to 
take a chance. 





Talk of Clara, Harry 
For New B’way Musical 


Clara Bow and Harry Richman 
are being considered as eleventh 
hour addition to cast of George 
White’s musical “Flying High,” cur- 
rently in rehearsal, 
Miss Bow’s contract with Para- 
mount matures this month unless a 
renewal is made, with an under- 
standing that the film flapper has a 
yen for stage appearances before 
re-signing for the chirpers. 

Possibilities of Miss Bow’s stage 
appearance gains impetus through 
an offer made last week by a couple 
of independent producers for her 
services in another attraction. They 
wired the film star, with terms and 
everything, and a return wire ac- 
knowlegement was received hinting 
the screen star is available for 
stage appearances. 

Richman announced at the Club 
Richman Miss Bow would be in New 
York Jan, 17. 








Fire Hearing Jan. 17 


The hearing of the case against 
John C. Flinn and Henry F. Lal- 
ley, Pathe, charged with illegally 
storing films in the company’s 
plant at 134th street and Park ave- 
nue, where a number of lives were 
lost, when the place was destroyed 
by fire recently, was adjourned un- 
til Jan. 17 by Magistrate Simpson 
in the Tombs Court. 

Hearing will be before Simpson 
in the Municipal Term of the Mag- 


Women’s Club Enthusiastic | istrates court. 


Over Film Co-operation 


Washington, Jan, 14. 
General federation of women’s 
clubs waxed enthusiastic at the gen- 


eral meeting last week over the| nts, 


manner in which the picture indus- 
try was co-operating by arranging 
pre-views of pictures in order to 
bring the films up “to 
standards of the nation’s women.” 
Plans are underway to _ instruct 
state chairman’ how to do the pre- 
viewing referred to. 

Women say they are using per- 
suasion, not force, to get results. 





Grinde on “News” 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


Nicke Grinde gets the “Good 
News” director’s job, not Albert 
Kelly. 

Grinde will work with Edgar 


MacGregor who staged the original 
New York version 


meet the 


Both men are under $5,000 bail 
each on this charge and $15,000 
bail each on a homicide charge. 

Sol Tekulsky and Frederick R. 
Coudert, representing the defend- 
asked for the adjournment 
owing to the death at St. Peters- 
burg, Fla., of Mr. Lalley’s father. 





BAD CHECK PINCH 


Spokane, Jan, 14. 

Posing as a representative of 
Paramount, Maurice Neill, 27, ran 
up against John Law here on 
charges of passing worthless checks 
and car theft. He is said to have 
admitted plastering other cities of 
the northwest with worthless paper. 

Police from Brigham, Utah, re- 
turned Neill to that city, where 
he will be tried. 

Efforts of local authorities to 
identify Neill with the picture or- 
ganization were futile. 





GOING TO JACKSONVILLE! 


For this highly important affair, 
given for the International Council 
of Women, the entire musical pro- 
| gram was entrusted to three 


MEYER DAVIS ORCHESTRAS. 








SHOE VERDICT 
AGAINST 
DEPT. J 


May Affect Actions Pend- 
ing on Picture Com- 
panies’ Buys 





Washington, Jan. 14. 

Aside from the natural interest in 
seeing the federal trade commission 
get another set back by the U. S. 
Supreme Court, local attorneys fa- 
miliar with the “assault” of the De- 
partment of Justice on the picture 
industry find considerable material 
for thought in the recent Interna- 
tional Shoe Co. decision. 

Court ruled that in acquiring oth- 
er companies of a Hke nature the 
suit under the Clayton act, which 
act is being utilized by the Depart- 
ment of Justice in the Fox and 
Warner suits, did not violate that 
act as the competition was not 
lessened to a generally appreciable 
degree. Principal point made in the 
decision was that the, companies ac- 
quired International, and who did 
the acquiring, were competing in 








different markets. 

Question was also brought out 
that this competition was in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. 

Further the decision states: “The 
great purpose of both statutes was 
to advance the public interest by se- 
curing fair opportunity for the play 
of the contending forces ordinarily 
engendered by an honest desire for 
gain.” 

Though attorneys here see where- 
in the government’s claim of con- 
siderably lessened competition may 
exist by the acquirement of the 
various companies accredited to Fox 
and Warner, it is stated that the 
decision opens up another channel 
of argument for the picture com- 
panies and reduces the previously 
wide margin allowed the govern- 
ment in proving cases brought un- 
der the Clayton act. 


The Mixes in Town 


Tom and Victoria Mix reached 
New York last week, stopping at the 
Biltmore. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mix shortly leave 
for Florida, where Tom is due for 
a conference at Sarasota with John 
Ringling. His contract with the 
Sells-Floto circus for 35 weeks next 
summer at $10,000 weekly was 
taken over by Ringling when buying 
the American Circus group of tent 
shows, including S-F. 











Toledo Okays ‘Applause’ 


Toledo, Jan. 14. 

Paramount's “Applause” has been 
okayed by the local censors, follow- 
ing its rejection by them and their 
reversal of themselves, besides. 

Favorable action was taken too 
late last week for “Applause” to 
open for the current Valentine 
show. It will be played later. 
“Rich People,” Pathe, is in. 





| 


Ball at the Plaza Hotel, December | 


————— 








Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of January 17 
Capitol—It’s a Great Life” 
(Metro). 


Colony—“Night Ride” (U). 


Paramount — “Behind the 
Make-Up” (Par). 

Roxy — “Sunnyside Up” 
(Fox). 

Week of January 24 

Capitol—"‘Their Own De- 
sire” (Metro). 

Colony —‘‘Moonlight Mad- 
ness” (U). 

Paramount — “Baitle of 


Paris” 
Rialto—“‘Locked Door” (UA). 


Roxy — “Sunnyside Up” 
(UA). 

$2 Runs 
Jan. 27—“Lost Zeppelin” 


(Gaiety). 

Feb. 3—“Rogue’s Song” (As- 
tor). 
Feb.- 9—“Vagabond King” 
(Criterion). 





700 TORRID, 
SAYS HAYS 


Newspapers Best Censor 
of Ad Copy, Retorts Tif- 
fany About “Party Girl” 





Newspavers are the best censor 
of the advertising copy submitted, 
said Al Selig, publicity head for 
Tiffany, to the Will Hays collection 
of publicists of the film business. 

Though Tiffany is a non-member 
of the Hays organization, Selig ac- 
corded it the courtesy of Tiffany's 
appearance when requested by the 











'FLINN ON PATHE SHORTS 
AT WEST COAST STUDIOS 


When the legal entanglements 
are smoothed out, John C. Flinn, 
mixed up in the legal end, will leave 
for the Pathe studio out Hollywood 
way. In the studio Flinn will 
supervise the production of Pathe’s 
talking shorts. 

In New York Flinn assumed the 
direction of the shorts shortly be- 
fore the fire, with his first under- 
way when it happened. Trans- 
ferring the production to the RCA 
Gramercy Park studio that was 
closed for fire protective additions 
last week, obliging the Coast move. 
About the only other available 
studio left in Manhattan at present 
is the Cosmopolitan in Harlem, 
Hearst-owned. 


McElroy’s Suicide 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Gavin Blair McElroy, 51, partner 
in the Fitzpatrick-McElroy circuit 
of Indiana theatres, shot and killed 
himself here last week. No motive 
was given for the suicide. 

McElroy’s finances are believed 
to have been in excellent condition 
since the firm had just sold 50% of 
its holdings to Publix for $3,000,000 
in cash and an equal sum in stock. 
Fitzpatrick and McElroy first 
came into prominence some 12 years 
ago when they secured the rights 
to the Ford Industrial Newsreel. 











On Hawaiian Date 


Los Angeles, Jan, 14. 

Eska Wilson, agent, was ordered 
by the State Labor Commission to 
pay a $2,000 salary claim filed 
against him by Hugh Allan and 
Gladys MacConnell. Wilson engaged 
the players to make g picture in 
Honolulu. When they arrived there 
they found no money in sight for 
production, so they came back. ~ 

Both Allan and Miss MacConnell 
testified that Wilson represented 
himself as the president of the Jef- 
ferson and Hawaiian Pictures Corp., 
and as such engaged them. Wilson 
stated he was only acting as agent. 
Contracts of beth players were ex- 
hibited 
signed as president of the film com- 
pany. 





3,147 W. E.’s 


Latest figures on Western Elec- 
tric installations in the U. S. show 
@ total of 3,147 theatres wired with 
that company’s equipment. 





the week of Dec. 


every 69 minutes. 


eleciric company claims. 





HAYS ON COAST 
Will Hays picked 
four ’30 jaunts to the Coast. 
Hays will be away for about three 
weeks. 





abroad, docked yesterday 
day) on the Aquitania. 


He had been overseas since early 
last fall. 


(Tues- 





arising from the Pathe studio fire 


Film Players Collect $2,000] with the tab 


showing Wilson’s _name 


An installation every 89 minutes, 
23, was topped 
during the week of Dec. 28 by one | the 
Just 146 W. E. 
installations comprise the most ever 
installed over such a period, this 


last Friday 
(Jan. 10) to commence the first of 


Blumenthal Back 
A. C. Blumenthal, acquirer of 
much Fox real estate here and 


Hays office. In attendance were 
other and members’ p. a.’s, with a2 
Hays rep or two. The Hays men 
launched right into the advertising 
campaign being conducted by Selig 
| for Tiffany’s $2 “Party Girl’ at the 
Gaiety, New York. 

Selig admonished the Hays’ lack 
of authority, but added he would 
argue any point on advertising 
brought up. The biggest point the 
Hays office had, from the account 
by the other publicity people pres- 
ent, was that the New York “Times” 
had rejected a “Party Girl’ copy 
containing the line: 

“See the road to din, gin and sin.” 

Tiffany's reply to that was that 
12 other New York dailies, the re- 
mainder, had accepted the same 
copy without protest, leaving the 
“Times” in its own minority. 

That is when Selig is said to have 
told the Hays men they could safely 
leave censoring of advertising copy 
to the newspapers, which had as 
high a regard for their readers as 
the Hays office has for the theatre 
patrons, 


Another Line 


The very next Sunday every daily 
in New York, including the “Times,” 
printed the Tiffany copy on “Party 
Girl” containing this sentence: 

“A  broadminded broaca 
Broadway.” 

From the story, Selig did nu* ate 
tempt to dig in for the Hays de- 
fense of how it handled the pro- 
ducers of its membership who have 
taken chances with ad copy for 
their pictures, in and out of New 
York, 

The Tiffany ad copy for its spe- 
cial at the Gaiety has been in line 
with that picture. It has attempted 
to bring out .he subject matter in 
veiled allusions in the ads, 

Last week Selig effected a tie up 
“Graphic” on “The 
Party Girl Racket Exposed.” 


TIFFANY TAKES OLYMPIC 
PTSBG., FROM WARNERS’ 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. ., 

Tiffany has leased the downtown 
Olympic from Warner Brothers, for 
a first run house. It opens Satur- , 
day (18) with Tiffany’s “Lost Zep-. 
pelin.” “Peacock Alley,” a Tiff. 
talker with Mae Murray starred,, 
will follow. 

Olympic was the Warners’ second 
run house here and the first local 
theatre wired. 

Opening day will be Wednesday, 
giving downtown Pittsburgh a pic-': 
ture house opening every day in 
the week excepting Tuesday. 


from 











Dr. Harry Katz Drops 
Practice for Show Field 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Dr. Harry Katz, brother of Sam 
Katz, and owner of 25 percent of 
Fitzpatrick-McElroy circuit, 
lately acquired by Publix, has gone 
100 percent show business. He will 
hereafter devote all his time to Pub- 
lix, giving up an extensive pro- 
fessional practice. 

Dr. Katz will act as direct New: 
York contact man, representing ‘ 
western divisional heads, and moves’: 
east. 





SILENT “COQUETTE” 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Mary Pickford has reconsidered 
on not having a silent version of 
“Coquette” (UA) released. 

Soundless print is now being cut 
and will be released in the foreign 
field in the belief that a silent will 


stand up better than a dubbed 
talker. 
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Compromise—Civil Suits Started? 


Wm. Fox Rejects All Overtures for 


— 








Acting upon advice of counsel and 
with William Fox rejecting all com- | 
promisé overtures to date, bankers 
holding Fox past due obligations are 
said to have started civil actions | 
under them. These suits, either 
commenced last week or expected 
to be served this week, in the N. Y. 
Supreme Court, will allow the de- 
fendants 20 days to answer. Unless 
Fox can find a substantial defense, 
judgment will become automatic. 

It is said that about 10 days. will 
elapse after the time to answer ex- 
pires and until the judgment or 
judgments can be recorded. 

Attorneys for the bankers are re- 
ported to have informed their clients 
that no application for a receiver- 
ship would be entertained by the 
courts before judgment is taken. 
Fox, they said, is a solvent company 
and under that condition a civil ac- 
tion first becomes necessary. 


It is anticipated that should no 
settlement be reached between Wil- 
liam Fox and the bankers, or no so- 
lution found personally by Mr. Fox 
before the time limit on the civil 
actions, an application for a re- 
ceivership may then be filed. In- 
‘siders seem to think some agree- 
ment will be duly reached, if not 
this week, then before Jan. 25. 

Meanwhile, from accounts, the 
overtures continue despite the re- 
jections by Mr. Fox. As far as can 
be learned, Mr. Fox has submitted 
no counter proposition to the bank- 
ers, which might form a basis for 
trading. His attitude appears to be 
that he must have supreme control 
as formerly. 

Neutral Banker 

A downtown neutral banker has 
been reported in daily conference 
with Mr. Fox, without result to date. 
With these conferences continuing, 
it is hoped by the interested parties 
on either side that some daylight 
may develop. It is conceded that 
the morale of the entire Fox or- 
ganization, east and west, is at a 
critical point, due to the procrasti- 
nation and the vague future as it 
stands at present. 


One of the bankers’ proposals is 
said to have been that there be 15 
directors on the Fox board, five each 
to be selected by the two sides and 
those 16 to choose the remaining 
quintet. This called for Fox to re- 
sign the presidency of both Fox 
companies. -Another and later one 
was to reduce the board to 10 mem- 
bers, five on each side, and another 
to increase the present board of 
trustees to four, two each, with Mr. 
Fox remaining at the head of his 
organization, subject to certain con- 
trols as protective measures for the 
banker-creditors. 

Ford and Eastman 

Repeated stories of Mr. Fox pro- 
curing funds to clear the current 
situation and relieve himself of the 
present trustee complication have 
been floating around, but nothing 
tangible to date has come from 
them. An added name has been 
Henry Ford, but without anything 
substantial to connect it. 

That George Eastman or his com- 
pany might come to the William 
Fox financial rescue doesn’t receive 
much credence now. It is said 
downtown that Mr. Eastman ad- 
vanced three millions to take Mr. 
Fox’s personal stock holdings out 
of the market. By Fox people it is 
claimed the Eastman advance was 
six millions. 

The Fox business operations keeps 
going without interference, although 
a jack of authority on important 
business matters is claimed to be 
noticed. None of the Fox people 
will comment upon the situation, 
and Mr. Fox is available to but a 
very few. 


Chicago, Jan, 14. 
Twe or three small theatre deals 
entered into by William Fox six 
months ago went through last week. 
All were for small towns in Wis- 





Eureka! 


RA aS i 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
At one of the local film stu- 
dios, a Hollywood.inventor is 
working on a mechanical man 
to reduce the number Of pro- 
jectionists now necessary to 
operate sound in the average 
theatre booth. Claim is that 
when it is perfected it will re- 
quire only one man in a boot? 
to start and stop the operation. 
Present system of projecting 
requires crews of from four to 
24 men, 











| crease in Spain. 


BULL FIGHTERS 
ALSO HEROES IN 
SPAIN 'S FILMS 


Madrid, Jan. 3. 

Motion pictures in which the 
principal characters are popular 
bullfighters appear to be on the in-~« 
They have been 
well received by Spanish cinema 
audiences. A new such film is now 
at the Cine Madrid, a large theatre. 
It is entitled “El Suceso de Anoche”’ 
(Last Night’s Event). Nicanor 
Villalta, one of the most popular of 
Spanish bull fighters, plays the 
principal role. Spanish critics in 
their indulgence pronounce Villalta 
the ace of Spanish picture actors 
and claim that the picture is a tre- 
mendous success. 

The filming was done in Spain, 
but from a standpoint of artistry 
and technique it is not worthy of 
special mention, 

It is the second first rank Spanish 
picture in which a bull fighter has 
played the leading role that has 
had any success. The other, in 
which the bullfighter Marcial La- 
landa was the lead, was entitled 
“Viva Madrid Que Es Mi Pueblo” 
(Long Live Madrid, That’s My 
Home Town). It had for a theme 
the story of a bullfightér who fell 
in love with a girl in very humble 
circumstances, rejecting the love of 
other women who worshipped the 
hero of the bull ring. 

This film, first in the Avenida 
theatre, Madrid, had a long run of 
second showings in other Madrid 
theatres and has been the greatest 
financial success of all Spanish film 
plays so far produced. 

A sister of Villalta, never before 
in pictures, is taking the part of 
the heroine. 

Villalta in his film drama shows 
that the old mastery of poise and 
grace necessary in the bull ring in 
the full brilliancy of sunlight and 
color can be used to advantage un- 
der the lights of laboratory reflec- 
tors. 

Technically and artistically the 
filming is poorly done in spite of 
Villalta’s mastery, and presents no- 
torious defects. The photography 
is lamentably foggy and weak and 
has not the proper lighting effects 
for day and night. 


Oriental’s First Holdover: 
“Flight’s” 6 Loop Weeks 


Chicago, Jan, 14. 

For the first time in the history 
of a R. & K. loop weekly change 
house, a picture was retained for 
a secorf week when “Flight” (Col) 
was held over at the Oriental. 

Decision was made on the first 
Saturday’s business when house 
records fell, $11,000 coming in at 
the tills. 

At that, the Oriental marks the 
film’s second showing in the loop, 
feature having had four weeks at 











consin. 


the Studebaker at $1.50 top. 


ELEVISION FILMS IN “32 





FIGURE THAT YEAR| 
FOR GEN. RELEASE 


Guarding Premature Selling 
or Demonstration — RCA 
Photophone to Handle 
Device for Kadio 


HOMES AND THEATRES 


Radio considers television among 
its biggest assets of the immediate 
future. Air pictures will start to 
flood the public market one week 
after scientists conclude present ex- 
perimentation for better definition 
of ether detail. Latest status of 
television was revealed by high 
Radio authorities a few days after 
the corporation had made applica- 
tion in Washingtoa for further pat- 
ent rights. 

Premature selling or demonstra- 
tion, except privately and in the 
homes of Radio executives, is being 
guarded against until the air in- 
terests are certain that television 
has arrived on the same and perma- 
nent scale as sound broadcasting. 

Gauging the speed of development 
Charles Ross, head of Radio’s 
Photophone, the subsidiary which 
will have charge of the broadcasting 
of all air pictures and the distribu- 
tion of receiving sets to theatres 
and professional places of amuse- 
ment, does not figure mass produc- 
tion until early in 1932. 

Attachment to present radic sets 
in the home, which will fucilitate 
fireside picture projection, will be 
handled for Radio exclusively by 
the Radio-Victor subsidiary, under 
present agreement with the parent 
organization. 


Claim No Stalling 


Retail prices have not yet been 
determined, either for the home or 
theatre. Manufacturing costs will 
first have to be ascertained. At the 
present time, according to Ross, 
mass production figures for tele- 
vision’s receptive devices have not 
even been discussed within the or- 
ganization. 

That Radio for some time has 
had television in the perfected state, 
but is withholding it at this time 
for fear of injuring or rendering ob- 
solete some of its other interests, 
was a persistent report presented to 
Mr. Ross. His reply was: 

“Nonsense. If it were perfected 
today the public would have it. We 
are as anxious to get it on the mar- 
ket as they are to see it.” 

Photophone exec warns that as in 
the early days of the screen sound, 
there will probably be many fly-by- 
night television companies spring- 
ing up to sell stock to a gullible 
public. 

In regard to broadcasting news 
events by television, such as foot- 
ball, fights, etc., Western Electric 
engineers said, about a year ago, 
that they believed this phase was 
years away due to the wide field 
to be condensed. But as to sending 
moving pictures into the home or 
theatre the W. E. men thought it 
very likely and not so far in the 
future at that. 


Minneapolis, Jan. 14. 

Front page story in the “Star,” 
local daily, last week stated that 
RCA will have a television broad- 
cast here within the next six 
months and that receiving sets will 
be sold for $75. Same story car- 
ried the tidings that there would be 
a. television hook-up with the two 
local RKO theatres, the Orpheum 
and Seventh Street, making it 
sound like a press yarn. 


RELIGIOUS EXCHANGE PASSES 


Lutheran Film Division has 
passed out with its library of re- 
ligious pictures purchased by Edited 
Pictures, Inc., which also owns the 
product of the American Religious 





Films Syndicate that went blovey 
some years ago. 
Lutheran Division was in exist- 


ence about five years with losses of 
operation paid by A. G. Lambrecht, 
wealthy Lutheran philanthropist 


He has since died, the fold-up fol- 








Weather Squawk 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Local picture houses are be- 
ginning to complain to the 
dailies about the playing up of 
weather reports when the ad- 
vance tip is severe cold, rain 
or snow. People are showing 
a disinclination to go out if 
the papers predict unfavorable 
weather. 

Loop houses, in particular, 
have found that a report of 
cold for an evening means 
plenty of empty seats, even if 
the report 
wrong. 


turns out to be 











LESS CONTRACT 
FILM PLAYERS 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


Current year will see fewer names 
on the players’ contract lists at 
the _ studios. With the _ rapidly 
changing conditions of the business 
the studios have found it expensive 
to keep long lists with only a small 
percentage of those in the stock 
company engaged. Only those with 
starring or featuring possibilities 
will be retained. 

Closing months of the last year 
Saw more exchanging of contract 
players between the studios than 
ever. This exchanging reached the 
stage where it was not uncommon 
for studios to allow other companies 
to utilize their stars. 


Example of the overburdened 
contract lists was seen the last 
week of the old year at Metro 
where, out of 60 players, only 14 
were working. Of this number, 
three were at other studios and one 
filling a stage engagement, 


BOOTH OPERATOR’S WIFE 
SAYS HE'S THE LIMIT 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 


If somebody will dash off a text- 
book on “Matrimonial Advice as 
Applied to Employees” they’ll find 
certain circulation in the theatre 
chain operating f.eld if the divorce 
suit of Mrs. Frances Schrader is an 
indication. 

Mrs. Schrader’s pet pout is that 
every time she enters her husband’s 
theatre, he does tricks with the film 
projection just so she can’t enjoy the 
picture. No argument on hubby 
holding the whiphand as he’s in the 
driving seat, in this case known 
hereafter as the booth. The bride 
failed to narrate what remedy the 
rest of the audience may suggest or 
how her chief annoyance always 
knows that the wife’s present, ex- 
cept maybe by that matrimonial 
intuition which guards some of the 
husbands all of the time and all of 
the husbands some of the time, but 
not all the husbands all of the 
time—you get Mrs. Schrader’s idea. 


Schrader, Fred C., it seems, is an 
operator at the local Olympia the- 
atre. He is also credited by his wife 
with having evolved a scheme to out- 
wit Chicago’s famous censors. His 











chiseled by the blue-noses. 


this lad a little attention. 





Vignola on “Priest” 


Bob Vignola will direct 
Parish Priest” for Mayor Dan Hart, 
of Wilkes-Barre, Pa., its author. 


script. 
Talker, with another title, will 











lowing. 








probably be made in New York. 


method, Mrs. Schrader points out, is 
simply tg give 3 a. m. previews to 
girl friends before the pictures are 
Being 
Fred’s own idea, it may be another 
reason for chain operators giving 


“The — 


The director is now working on the 


Reformers Free Film-Radio Shows 
Under Gov't Bureau—Lankford's Bill 


> = 


Washington, Jan. 14. 


Ww. C. Lankford, Democratic Con- 
|gressman from Georgia, has an- 
| other idea in addition to Sunday 
| closing for the District of Columbia. 
| Latter is the proposed and supposed 
| opening wedge to close up the en- 
|tire country on the Sabbath. The 
| Congressman would have Uncle 
|} Sam go into the exhibition of pic- 
jtures and run radio broadcasting 
|exclusively for amusement through 
j 
| 
} 


'a Department of General Welfare. 
Lankford asks for $1,000,000,000 
lannually, “or so much thereof as 
|may be necessary” to run the prop- 
| osition and has lined up behind him 

a contingent of religious workers, 
| principally the Lord’s Day Alliance 
and Canon Chase's international re- 
form association. 

To get into the provisions of the 
bill, which was presented to the 
House immediately that body got 
to work, the general fdea is to “aid, 
encourage and promote” almost 
every kind of a _ school, lodge, 
church, and in fact, any organiza- 
tion in order to secure for the peo- 
ple a “better mental, physical, spir- 
itual, moral and patriotic develop- 
ment.” Proposal also gives $15,000 
annually to a secretary, 

Complete Radio Control 

After proposing the “fullest and 
most complete control of the send- 
ing and receiving of all communi- 
cations” and full authority to man- 
age and control said radio, the bill 
provides that the secretary shall 
“immediately secure (b) sufficient 
motion picture films of such nature 
and standard as to encourage and 
promote the policy and purpose of 
this act.” 

In turn the welfare secretary will, 
proposes Lankford, not only supply 
every branch of the government 
with every film wanted for any oc- 
casion but will also supply films, 
as well as the apparaius to show 
them, without cost to most anybody 
anywhere in these United States 
who has some sort of an organiza- 
tion behind them. 

Lankford wants the showings to 
a free gate but puts in the proviso 
that “nothing herein shall interfere 
with the usual tuition, dues or col- 
lections that may be charged or 
voluntarily given in such churches, 
schools, lodges, or other gather- 
ings.” 

Along with the films the radio 
is barred from utilizing any com- 
mercial advertising without permis- 
sion of the secretary. 

Bill was referred to the commit- 
tee on expenditures in the execu- 
tive departments. Lankford says 
he has been promised hearings. 


LIBSON HOUSES TAKEN 
FROM MARKET FOR SALE 


Monday at a meeting of the stock- 
holders in the Libson houses-of Ohio 
and the middle west in the New 
York office of Maurice Goodman, it 
was decided to withdraw the circuit 
from the market. The theatres will 
continue to be operated under the 
direction of Ike Libson, 

An understanding for the sale of 
the properties to William Fox had 
been reached. Date of closing was 
postponed a couple of times. An- 
other postponement may be set, 
since the last closing date should 
have been the same day the an- 
nouncement of withdrawal was 
made. 








Franklin Turns Back 


Kansas City, Jan. 14. 
Harold B. Franklin’s eastern trip 
er?-d here. 
He turned back for the coast, 
leaving thic point today (Tuesday). 


KENT BACK IN FEB. 


Sidney Kent is not expected te 
return from abroad until late in 
February, according to home Para- 
mount officials, 
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Amusement Stocks 


Double Top in Renewed Active 
Trading; Worst Over in Fox 


By AL GREASON | 


} 


Amusement leaders pushed up/ 


a@gain yesterday in a fairly impres- 


give burst of trading, most of them 
making double tops and some in 
new high ground. Early dealings 


hesitated waiting upon action from | 
the Fox trustees on question of pay- 
ing the dividend due today in script 
or cash. 


Even when no decision was an- | 
nounced, however, demand appeared 
for the principal theatre i-sues, 
with Loew moving up into new 
high ground above 49, Paramount 
reaching and holding its old peak 
at 52 and obvious resumption of 
group work in RKO above its best 
ef last week at 25. 





Cue from Fox | 
Irrespective of yesterday’s Fox | 
action, conviction is spreading in| 
the ticker crowd that the werst is 
dver in that situation. Three weeks | 
or more of extremely dull trading | 
have tested out the market position 
of the “A” shares, demonstrating 
pretty conclusively that strong in- 
side people are taking offerings be- 
low 20, which seems to be the bot- 
tom of the trading range. 

How much covering has been done 
during desultory trading is a ques- 
tion, probably not a great deal, so 
that the outstanding short account 
must be considerable. One com- 
mentator has estimated it probably 
nearly equals that in Montgomery 
Ward. 

Idea that the Fox gyrations are 
about over contributes a great deal 
to the improved sentiment through- 
out the picture issues, troubles in 
that quarter having discouraged any 
aggressive operation elsewhere 
among the associated shares for a 
long time back. Failure of Para- 
mount to take on aggressive leader- 
ship also has helped toward back- 
wardness in the group. 

Warner Bros. did well yesterday 
throughout the day, carrying on a 
constructive campaign begun on 
Monday and making a new top at 
44% around noon. Old stories of 
du Pont interest in the company 
are again in circulation. 

It is notable that bullish propa- 
ganda is beginning to find its way 
into print, mostly concerning Para- 
mount. President Zukor’s estimate 
of $15,000,000 net for the year is 
being ‘repeated, and statements of 
1930 production schedules on a 
large scale, together with plans for 
bolstering up the foreign trade in 
talkers have been receiving atten- 
tion. All this is helpful in drawing 
attention both to Paramount and 
to the generality of amusement 
securities and the first hint of 
setting the stage for a spring up- 
turn, 


Group Stands Out 


In a week of small, indefinite and 
inconclusive market movements the 
amusement group did about as 
well as anything else. Indeed, there 
were times when the theatre issues 
stood out rather conspicuously in 
contrast to listlessness general 
throughout the whole market. Fox 
continued to turn over in volume 
what would have been huge in nor- 
mal trade, but still moderate in 
comparison with some of the recent 
spectacular days in that much 
troubled spot. 

Dealings apparently represented 
a more or less violent tug of war 
‘between downtown professionals 
who look for sharp dips and a con- 
trary minded coterie who expect the 
company to emerge from its diffi- 
culties. The latter seems to have a 
bit the better of the argument, now 
more than a month old, They have 
been unable to hold the price level 
generally above 21 and breaking be- 
low 20 only momentarily. Play in 
Fox is extremely complicated. There 
is probably a good deal of scalping 
for small returns, but it seems 


clear that there are abundant sup-}| 


porting orders below 20. 

Coup in RKO 
Such a movement took place 
early last week when RKO in a 
day’s turnover of more than 125,000 
climbed up above 24, for the first 
time breaking through narrow 
movements around 19-20. Tech- 
nique of this immediate move ap- 
parently was a drive against shorts. 
Stock turned over in large blocks 
and monopolized attention from 


Push Up to 

















2314, with the. turnover around 
30,000. 

Interpretation placed on the ope- 
|ration was that an inside clique 
| (Meehan was reported in the cam- 


+ _ 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Leading Amusements 
Net 
High Low Last Che. 
48,000 Fox ..i... 22% 20% 21%— % 
2.400 Loew ..... 1914 48% 48%+ % 
16,100 Par ...... 52% 51% 52%+ % 
400 Pth A..... 6% 6% 6%-—- % 
41,300 RCA ..... 42% 41% 41%+ % 
62,700 R-K-O ,... 2% 23 23%+ % 
Ge WE: oa cess 9% 9% 9%4— § 
28,200 W. B. 445% 48% 44%+ % 
Curb 
1.300 Fox Th.... 5% 5% 5S 
5.200 G. Thea... 36% 355% 35%+ % 
opening to 2 o’clock. About that 


time one single transaction of 20,- 
500 shares showed on the tape and 
thereafter dealings lagged and con- 
tinued quiet until. last Monday, 
when quotations again-climbed to 


paign) knew of a heavy short ac- 
count and went after it. The big 
block was done at 235%, which ap- 
parently was the price at which the 
bull clique was willing to let the 
short seller have the stock. After 
the climax to the drive for that day 
RKO carried through to 24% on its 
momentum and then _ subsided. 
Monday’s brisk upturn suggested 
that the maneuver might be re- 
peated, 

While prices were on the run-up, 
story was circulated that RKO 
hoped to get control of the Loew 
stock held by Fox, but’ this was 
discounted at the time and dis- 
posed of the next day by the un- 
compromising statement from the 
RKO side that such a deal never 
had been contemplated. Tale has 
persisted none the less since. 

Anyhow, while the campaign was 
on all amusements were stimulated. 
Loew particularly moving up in 
relatively large dealings to better 
than 47, while the old Keith ‘pre- 
ferred jumped from its listless low 
around 78-80 to 91 in a few hours. 
This senior Keith steck is well re- 
garded, due to the fact it-is con- 
vertible 3 for 1 into RKO common 
and pays $7 a year. It amounts toa 
long term call on the junior shares. 
Same is true in a ration of 2 to 1 of 
Orpheum preferred, which also got 
out of low ground below 60 to a new 
top of 65% on negligible dealings. 


Warner du-Pont Talk on Again 


Warner made good for its large 
following, and the story of interest 
in the company on the part of du- 
Pont Wilmington interests was cir- 
culated again. . Following the re- 
peated assaults of three weeks ago 
that pressed Warners to below 37, it 
moved steadily up from the turn of 
the year and Monday was in new 





I want to thank Mr. Charles Free- 
man for a pleasant and successful 
headline tour of the Interstate Cir- 
cuit just finished. 

Offers invited for talking pictures, 
musical comedy, radio and vaude- 
ville. 

Increase your grosses by playing 


CHARLIE ALTHOFF 


Direction CHAS. MORRISON 





story of H. L. Warner being in Wil- 
mington and visiting John J. Ras- 
kob. Both men said that visit was 
“purely social,” and Warner denied 
his company was negotiating for 
Fox’s Florida theatres. 

Paramount ran to form. Nothing 
sensational in this leader of the 
group, but it made steady progress 
and held the ground it gained. 

Best thing about the theatre se- 
curities was their ability to break 
into new high ground in spite of 
dullness. Idea that the uncertainty 
in Fox has been overdone by the 
shorts in depressing the allied issues 
and that with any improvement in 
Fox a run in of bears would in- 
evitably follow, prompted many 
Times Square speculators to give 
the group a play. Success of the 
RKO coup last week suggests that 
there is probably some ground for 
the theory. 


Pathe-Shubert Blah 


Almost the only theatre stocks 
that did not display a better feel- 
ing were Pathe, both classes, and 
Shubert. They got out of their ex- 
treme lows, to be sure, but dealings 
were negligible. Shubert apparently 
is thoroughly liquidated, with the 
bulk of all outstanding stock back 
in inside hands and market interest 
accordingly at low ebb. Pathe like- 
wise is in a dead calm, speculative 
interest having shifted-to the bonds 
which are subject to rather violent 
gyrations, up 3% Monday alone to 
48. 

Success of Universal in solving its 
year-end problém of financing obli- 
gations of $2,500,000 was reflected in 
better prices for the listed preferred, 
10 points up from the bottom at 38. 

On the Curb Fox Theatres kept 
about abreast of its Big Board par- 
ent with trading much _ reduced, 
while General Theatre Equipment 
displayed a strong tone under heavy 





high territory at 43 and better. 
Financial papers of Monday carried 


Summary for week ending Jan. 12: 











dealings, apparently under accumu- 
lation. 


STOCK EXCHANGE 











——1930——~ Net 
High, law. Sales. Issue and rate. High Low. Last, Chge. 
41% 17 3,600 American Seat (2)..cccscesccces 23 20 2 +4 
2g 10 1,100 Consol. Film (2)......cce0. eeccce 17% 16% 17 + 4 
30% 15% 1,600 Consol, Film pfd. (2)... oo @ 19 19% +% 
26456 150 2,400 Eastman Kodak (8)...-.ececees 181% 175% 178% +% 
1055 19% 521,600 Fox Class A (4)....c.0. eves ee 19% 2 —1% 
138 70 000 Keith pref. (7)..ccscccscccceses M1 85 91 +11% 
8414 32 11,700 Toew (8%)......cccccces acessese 47% 4415 an +2% 
110% 80 5 Do pref. (6%)....++.. ccccccee 6 85% 85 —1% 
ot 104% 1,000 Madison Sq. Garden (1%)..... «es 12% 12% 12% +% 
27 21% 100 Met-G-M pref. (1.89).....s..0- 2314 23% 234 —% 
95% Wg 190 Orpheum pref. (8)... ..cccccees « Ce 63 65% +26 
74% 35 25,900 Par-Fam-Lasky (3)...ccccssesess 52 49% 51 + % 
14% 2% 10,300 Pathe Exchange....scccscecnces 3% 2% 3 + % 
44 Bie WOOO. CMOS Aecccaccccccccccese 6% 514 5% + % 
li 366,500 Radio Corp..... ccccccccccccccce 44 41 41% —1% 
416% 12 279,900 Radio-K-O ........ eases 24% 195% 215% $15 
7444 8 700 Shubert .......... ve csccep 10 8% 9 —-% 
93 28 360 Universal pref. (8)... eoccce 38% 34 34 ere 
64% 30 129,400 Warner Bros. (4).... coose 44% 40% 4314 4+2y% 
59% 25% See ee Wa, Css avevececivee - 89% 36% 39% +3 
CURB 
22 1,100 Columbia Picts........... coccce 24 2% os eee 
37% 21% 90,500 Fox Theatres.....ccccccccce ocee 5% 4% 5 + % 
66"% = 28,500 Gen The Eq vV.t.C...cccccccccecs 345% 27 343% +7% 
4915 7% 400 Loew rts. deb........e0; ccesnee 14 14 14 + % 
19 14 Ses Ce “TO DUGBS ive cdcceccesecce see % % BA —x* 
BONDS 
97 74% 34,000 Keith 68, °46......c.cc0e0 75 75 -—1 
124 96 14,000 Loew 6s, ‘41..... 102 103 + % 
100134 &8 6,000 Do: @X WAP. ...ce 91% 9214 + % 
R44 29% 46,000 Path® 7s, ‘37...... 39% 41% +9% 
100% 91% 12,000 Par-Fam-Laseky 98% 08% — 
11% 46'4 Fee GORGE Bie cds « < catderdeddsecced 46'2 47% éweee 
96 87 5,000 Warner Bros. 6s, ‘39 (Curb).... 90 &9 90 + % 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
Over the Counter—New York 
Quoted in bid and asked. 
Prev. 
Bid. Asked. Bid. 
20 22 22 Roxy, Clase A @.90)..ccccuccce ee ee 
20% 22% Be UES Gbeccicecescocecedessecs -. sae ee 
2 2'g an. WES GBcc cc cccesecooossooee eee ee oe 
1 3 1 De Forest Phon0.....cccccccce ° . . 
33 55 a ene! sisenencetotcocosaosd ee ee ** ** 
Los Angeles 
7 12 2 Roach, BB n 0 00 0650000000006068 +e oe * § 
Montreal 
Sales. 
se ee 200 Famous PlayerB.......seee seeee — 42% 427% 





Hal Roach is again in New York. 

Nils Asther may go vaude. 

Martin Quigley is here. 

James Hall will lose his tonsils. 

D. A. Doran in New York looking 
for Story material for Columbia. 

Raoul Walsh returned from two 
months of Europe. 

Eddie Conrad’s tonsils on the cut- 
ting room floor. 

George Middleton back on 
lot from New York. 

Harry Cohn bet both ways on the 
U. S. C.-Pittsburgh fracas and won. 

Nano O’Dair, soprano, going into 
pictures. 

Dorothy Herzog figures on get- 
ting married. 

Bob McHale 
of Fox, Atlanta. 

Winifred Laurance, at Radio, is 
the only woman assistant director. 

Lenore Ulric back in town, rest- 
ing. : 

Arthur Kay is bathing 
rheumatiz at Arrowhead. 

Theodora Warfield gone home to 
Julian, Cal. 

May Robson sails Jan. 
S. F. to the land of poi. 

Ruth Taylor is going to 
York to try the stage. 

Price for a rooster crow for the 
talker§ has been set at 50 per crow. 
President Ortiz Rubio, of Mexico, 


Fox 


back from opening 


out the 


17 from 


New 


Saturdayed here. 

Irving Berlin and family Palm 
Springing it. 

Benny Markson replaces Harry 


Wilson as unit p. a. at UA. 

“Sin Flood” has the greatest line- 
up of lens lice extant. 

June Collyer back in her Beverly 
Hills home. 

Bert Wheeler promoting a Friars 
Frolic here in March. 

Latest Hollywood fashion leader— 
D. Francis Zanuck wearing a fur- 
trimmed overcoat in the rain. 

Marco of Fanchon and Marco in- 
stalled in new Holmby Hills home, 
with tennis court and putting green. 

Song writers claim that all pub- 
lishers who gypped them are now 
out of business. 


Alberta Vaughn received a fan 
letter from China asking her to 
make a Chinese talker. 

Judge K,. M. Landis had his son 
pinch hit for him on an appoint- 
ment to visit the Fox studiog, 

Sinclair Lewis and his wife, 
Dorothy Thompson, arrive here Feb. 
1 to spend a two months’ vacation. 

That bird from Ohio who bid one 
diamond with 13 hearts is now a 
screen extra here. 

Herbert Moulton is new news edi- 
tor in Radio publicity office. Wil- 
liam Gibbs contact man. 

Colin Clive, finishing his picture 
part in “Journey’s End,” is en route 
to London to resume his stage part. 

DeWolf Hopper went north. to 
visit his wife’s folks. Don’t ask 
which. 

Stanley Resor, president of J. 
Walter Thompson, decided to win- 
ter here instead of Europe. 

Harry Cohn. offers $50 apiece for 
title suggestions for his ’30-’31 Co- 
lumbia program. 

Agnes O’Malley, late of Roach, 
p.aing Oscar Hammerstein and Sig- 
mund Romberg. 

Youngest Salome born New 
Year’s Eve. That’s what Joseph 
Cherniavsky named his daughter. 

Eddie Dowling due back from 
New York to make his “Honeymoon 
Lane” for Sonoart. 

Jack Wade, Fox studio usher, 
carries 800 phone numbers in his 
bean. 

“Show of Shows” opening put: two 
Warner publicity boys in bed with 
Kleig eyes. 

Lewis Milestone gets beaned in a 
“Western Front” explosion, shakes 
his head and carries on. 

Paul ‘Whiteman has gone Holly- 
wood with riding breeches, puttees, 
leather doublet ’neverything. 

Vina Delmar’s toughness on sob- 
bies came ahead of her. Chatterers 
dodged her. 

M-G is trying to entice Greta 
Myers from the New York German 
stage for a Teutonic part. 

Best original title of the year to 
be registered by an independent 
producer was “Ornowitz of the 
Royal Mounted.” 

Now that the sound version is 
completed on “Hell’s Angels” How- 
ard Hughes is waiting for Tele- 
vision. 

Joe Shea said he only received 
33% returns on Christmas cards and 
he ig going to send out a fOllow up 
letter. 

Fred Niblo says the only chap 
permanently engaged at a studio is 
the guy who changes the name- 
plates on the office doors. 

Walter Huston’s idea of going to 
Hollywood via the canal was to 
grow a bush for his Abraham Lin- 








coln part. 


David Selznick, Henry Herxbrun 
and Julian Johnson. ‘ 


the Satevepost. Mailed the - info 
with a nickle enclosed. 


Chinese artist. Keye Luke is his 
name. Ad art in harmony with the 
Hollywood house’s name is the idea, 
Femme extras with wardrobes 
hard hit when outdoor and he-man 
features are the vogue. The alle 
male cast draws the female wail. 
Peverell Marley gives up the 


Mille to be dancing partner to his 
wife, Lina Basquette, in New York. 


his $32,000 equity held on a 15-acre 
chicken ranch, at Girard City, and 
move his chickens back to Uni- 
versal. 

“Boulder Dam” is the name of a 
new Hollywood drink. Recipe calls 
for two fingers of scotch, dash of 
lemon to make it muddy, and a 
splash of absinthe, 

Just what the foreign language 
problem means to the talker pro- 
ducer is realized when you recall 
that some producers were making 
subtitles in 47 languages for their 
silents. : 
Helen Stevens, Boston Publix ex- 
booker, Hollywood honeymooning 
with H, Von Stremel, retired “Tom 
Mix of vaudeville.’ They are plac~ 
ing acts for the MacQuarrie office 
in Hollywood. 

John Barrymore owns one of the 
biggest steel yachts on the Coast 
and will formally christen it ‘In- 
fanta” tomorrow (Wednesday) in 
honor of the expected. new family 
member. 

Clara’ Bow became the recipient 
of a new wrinkle in expressing con- 
dolences. During her recent illness 
she received a dictaphone record of 
sympathy from an admirer in 
Brooklyn. 

Metro’s two wild men from Africa, 
for “Trader Horn,” are housed on 
the lot in a shack where they do 
their own cooking. Like their Ala- 
bam cousins they like chicken, but 
they won’t take it unless it comes 
to them on the hoof. 

After waiting two hours to see a 
casting director, an actor asked the 
secretary how much longer. he 
would have to wait. Secretary 
looked up in surprise, saying, “Just 
a minute until I look into my 
crystal.” . 

W. R. Hearst, boss of Louella 
Parsons, for a wedding gift gave her 
a diamond necklace and bracelet, 
valued at $25,000. “The Big Pae 
rade” at the wedding reception ine 
cluded Jack Warner, Daryl Zanuck, 
Carl Laemmle, Jr., Harry Cohn, 
Bebe Daniels, Colleen Moore, Juli- 
anne Johnston, Sylvia. Thalberg, 
Vic Shapiro, Louise Dresser and a 
couple hundred others, They looked 
over the gifts laid out in three 
rooms and guarded by Pinkerton 
dicks. 





MOVE TO FORT LEE 


Since the burning of the Pathe 
studio and the closing of the RCA’s 
Gramercy plant, there has been an 
exodus of talking short producers 
to Fort Lee. Metropolitan studio 
there, under the general manage 
ment of George Orth, has recently 
installed RCA sound equipment. . 

Companies working across the 
river include Louis Brock’s “Gins- 
berg” series, with Nat Carr, James 
Fitzpatrick’s Horoscope’s, a George 
Lemaire series for Pathe, and some 
independent shorts made by Harry 
Revier. 

Rayart, Chesterfield, and Empire 
also produce intermittently at Fort 
Lee. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Lou Rydell. 
Jack Benny . 
Hy Daab. 
Dmitri Tiomkin. 
Jack Cohn. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Gene Markey. 
Louis B. Mayer. 
Clara Bow. 








Harry Warner Coastward 
Harry Warner will leave for the 
Coast late next month for ’30-'31 
program conferences. 
Expectation is that he will spend 





about two weeks in the film center, 


Hollywood Chatter 


Paramounters ‘mixing pleasure 
and business in New York are 


* 
Technicolor took no chances on — 
the colonyites missing their ads in — 


The Chinese theatre now has ‘a’ 


photographing thing with C, B. Dew 


Carl Laemmle wants to relinquish , 


EASTERN SHORT MAKERS — 
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Squawk department of the ee potions Until thre points are definitely 
8 emy disposed of 19 complaints file af ‘ hree ints are efinitely 
@ 4 by persons engaged in picture pro- Squawk Chart Meet and Plan Simultaneous | Publicity Tip > paces ar ny = Se — 
8 duction during ‘29, and in 17 of pres Dink . _——— some & tango part Of the Him 
ce thém secured satisfaction for the (1929) Release of All Studio Pro-| Boston, Jan. 14. industry, These points are:— 
Ra squawker. The other two, claims 18 actors vs. producers. duction and Casting Mat- | Haven .and Heaven for the Cost of production. 
e were made by writers against pro- 15 pay claims settled. Daili d Wi Ss. p. a. here has been padiocked. Facilities for Ciatetoutson. . 
d ducers for work under contract and 3 special complaints under ter—DVallies an Ire 9er- Mayor Curley, breaking all es- Practicability fer general exhibi- 
” were ruled out by the executive investigation. vices Complain on “Beats”’ tablished precedents, and quite am. . 
committee of the writers’ branch 1 actor vs. actor; settled. h Wri h contrary to the form of his Many think it will be closer to’ 
a of the Academy. 5 writers vs. producers. —Chatter riters Threat- predecessors, has refused _to two years than a year before the 
> Three other claims by writers ETB y= nthe hearing by ening P. A.’s With Job ee. ped on visiting Stir cacanient oer aiasoine adie ae 
a sca Pe Bes 3 pending further data. Loss the Last Straw : For years this was a pipe in ing that time there will be a lot of' 
* story but does not name the pro- 1 cinematographer vs. pro- evmuatt yo mene ge ts Raa oe esi — but that wide filth 
ti ducer accused. Consideration of ducer; pending. - ba rigs conde PD. —“~ oo. e nol bs Corvaee to be as generally 
: the ease awalis this information. | 2. @irector “vs, vroqueer; [IL ARKIN IN CHARGE] fs." .Cottie or tiooks up. ||show business he sound hag ectaly 
g Official title for the squawk de , 1 director vs. director; set- —_——— the street, It’s still a cinch on lished itself to be is conceded bs 
r partment is the Conciliation Com- tled. this site. Massachusetts’ new the majority 
mittee. This is composed of one Hollywood, Jan. 14, governor, Allen, posed with a Panicked st ite of exhibitors plus 
- actor, one director, one writer, one Studio press agents are going to flock of bagpipes in his faee, 'the countless rumors and nredic. 
4 technician and one producer. Only COLUMBIA’S PROFIT FOR drop the old habit of giving chatter last week, to advertise the Ca- || tions regarding the big screens, is 
n five of 27 cases considered by the column writers exclusives on pro- nadian National Railways. A heivem by the representatives of pre- 
- Academy last year got as far as duction news. “Exclusive” racket kiltie band came down from |/|ducer groups promoting» greater 
e the Conciliation Committee. Two YEAR OVER $1,000,000 has worked itself into such a the northland, put Jock’s lit- | width, as the reason for the above 
of these are still pending. pain:all around that Ps D boys, tle cap on the governor, gave summary. Regardless of the dif- 
16 who meet monthly at the headquar- him the inflated pig to hold, am a i ! ir 
st 1 ne eeaeiants rank | _ With the annual pow-wow on pro-|terg of the Association of Motion |] and the papers did the rest. dun pisasery, the Iedetes Mie 
is Woods for disposal. Most of these duction for the ‘30-'31 season soon t0/ picture. Producers, will. throw aside Just a tip to approaching || going to repeat its costly plunge 
n were actors’ claims for pay be held, advance indications are that/the practice and hereafter give an p. a.’s. Lay off the mayor and age Na br Be “il plung 
y é Es ch y- 2 Columbia will either increase itS|,yven preak to all daily papers and concentrate on ‘the governor. Spinitos ae one °. righ 
One, howev er, was a complaint program over and above the 26 made| wire services here. Bs Zod . Ree ar’ coul . lave 
it made by a director against another this year or in the absence of that OP GSH egy a RS RE eo a Py *s 8 Standardization 
ie early in the year. Complaint was] pian, budget a far larger amount to}, pene AE eg : oe FIND CARELESSNESS marked the entrance of talkers, it 
of unfair publicity. The second a : : - have been protesting to the studios nt is pointed out. In the case of wide 
tT] ‘ cover pictures with the number to]. ‘ , ‘ f " “siete a : ‘ 
director denied any such thing and aes ; regarding favoritism. of news re film, this saving is going to be 
af his letter of disayowal was forward- be MARS PRNATEINE BF lease to Louella Parsons (Universal CAUSE OF AIR CRASH realized. ~ 
In ed to the complainant with no It is estimated on the inside that | News Service) on her claim that she 7 To date there are only three 
further action deemed necessary. for the fiscal year ending June 30) gave the biggest individual circula- wide systems of repute béing dis- 
a, Only t} laint . next, Columbia will show a net of tion of any. writer, having 40 papers puted. They are those controlled 
n nly one a ler complaint Was! .onsiderably over $1,000,000, this|on her string. Squawks are ‘that Los Angeles, Jan. 14. by Fox, Radio and Paramount, Be- 
lo made by a director. It sought bal- representing a larger profit than] Miss Parsons has the edge on 75% With the finding of five bodies | fore spring each will have p Rae ee 
L- ance due oe Ng ciples et ever before in the history of the|of the so-called news beats coming jof the 10 men who lost their lives | strated publicly the merits and de- 
it Seetrect, and is ‘still In conciliation former independent, now up among |out of studios, but that the studfos jin the Fox aerial disaster,.a coro-| merits of each system "Wow and 
' Hear All Squawks the nationals. had no hesitancy in asking that |ner’s jury found that sufficient care | Paramount will show their's dur- 
Academy considers squawks from Addition of two sound stages on/|“policy” stories be printed. was not exercised in the preparation | ing February and Radio will present 
> any indiwidual or company in the|the west coast, permitting Columbia Wire Service Angle for the taking of the scenes. its test to the public in March. 
= industry, whether members of the|to shoot six pictures simultaneously| wi, services, such as Associated | Jury’s verdict was to the effect| It is expected that this series of 
si M. P. Academy of Arts and Sci-/| daily, working with different shifts,|,.4 United Teens figuring they can |that the men lost their lives as a| “demonstrations” will determine 
ry ences or not. First procedure iS|is pointed to as an indication of|>ive more anediod. than ‘any one |result of a collision caused by two | Standardization of wide film. The 
st consideration by the secretary, who/expansion of production’ for next/ writer complain that their papers planes flying too closely, adding: | displays will »%e given in different 
Ly endeavors to effect a friendly ad- | season. are peeved about the service and |“We believe that fiying of such na-| parts of the country, but, it is de- 
justment without red tape. If no A few stories have been pur-/the way they were being beaten by | ‘ture is too hazardous and that it | clared, all of the big producers have 
la settlement is reached the case goeS| chased for next year and options|the Parsons column. It was also |!" no way encourages commercial | agreed not to generally market any 
al to the executive committe of that/taken on others. These are headed pointed out to the press agents that aviation, and in too many instances | particular system or method until 
ne branch of the Academy—actors,|by “Rain or Shine,” the Joe Cook|whenever Miss Parsons makes err- |S°®™S unnecessary.” final efforts have been privately 
ed writers, directors, technicians—to| musical, to be done by Col with/ors on stories the studios ask the| Divers have been able to recover | made to arrive at an interchange- 
* which the complainant belongs, or| Cook the star. Additional stories|wire services to make the correction. |three other bodies, including that | able agreement. 
x would belong if a member. Branch | will be lined up soon, with D. A. Local Angle Important of Kenneth Hawks, the director. - 
i execs go into the complaint and|/poran, scenario head of Columbia, Five other bodies remain unrecov- 
any response made to it, and again | expected east to buy material within Of late there has been something |...4 During the week one of the Co . ? FN 
% attempt adjustment. : a few weeks. Other pre-season pro- |°f# three-cornered fight on between | 1i,n05 was raised and the second rinne $ Fi inal 
a . Miss Parsons, Grace Kingsley, chat- 
4 Only then does the case go to/| duction plans are being carried out son. eunlee of ie cae  Aneied was located, but then lost through Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
6 the: official Conciliation Committee, | tentatively by correspondence be- “Times,” and Harrison Saipalt of shifting currents. First National will pay Coriane 
A which may make further efforts at | tween the east and west coasts. the “Mvening Herald.” Anytime ‘eae Despite heavy rains’ and high |Griffith $225,000 for one more pic- 
conciliation or may proceed to a While Columbia is reported sold gets an pres die ve the pow net Gettere winds, which at times caused tem-jture, her contract previously call- M4 
hearing of the facts. When any|on Technicolor aad will soon re- protest to the ‘studio heads the porary suspension of the work of | ing for two pictures at $150,000 each 
. member of the Conciliation Com-|lease “Melody Man” as its first in| aiscrimination being shown by their |eclamation, Fox officials are in-|abrogated by payment of the higher 
S mittee is involved in the cases /|tints, ii is indefinite at this time just | ,yplicity department in favor of the tent on the recovery of all bodies|}sum for this final picture after 
directly, or is “employed by or in| what percentage of next year’s other on6 and. the studle b. 6.’s take and will continue the effort until | which she will leave the company. 
partnership with any person, firm,| product will be colored. Techni-/the slap ie. every vestige of chance has been “The Lost Lady,” previously made 
E Or corporation appearing either 1s| color for all pictures is Columbia’s Wh ; ' b exhausted. Due to the heavy weath- |silent by Warners, is named as 
complainant or respondent,” he is] choice, according to insiders, the at erg to have brought the jer of the past few days there was | having been selected as the picture. 
replaced by another member from| Photo-Color process used for the ers to a ead is a couple of the |thought to be a likelihood that the Company has also bought “Office 
he the same branch of the Academy. series of 26 shorts on this season’s|~°° meng! no apa! the oe bodies might be washed up on near- | Wife,” magazine story written by 
.s ‘Outlines of the 27 cases before|Col program being there because gh ent pe Pitre By cnnge B get wp areca Faith Baldwin. 
an thie Academy the past 12 months| this series was bought outright and|;, the studis oe waa reline Fs ae odies still missing are those of One report is thai this may be for 
“os a that actors have the most} is not produced by Columbia itself. |,o5¥5 then got together by ‘dene samen “Weasg’ Tekan Get Mise Grimith. 
ge SEE ince. dents aie cian ane . 9 ra a selves and decided they'd figure out |man; George Eastman, cameraman, 
ly a gence Only. three of 19 Studio $ Music Saving a adeaceae New Plan ond KS rere rg vege as: Both Laemmles Due 
‘ complaints ac . 
he “ae One yee rR nani According to present plans all |of Kenneth Hawks, Ben Frankel,| The two Laemmies, Carl Sr, and 
Se against extras and casting practices Los Angeles, Jan. 14, daily papers and wire services are Conrad Wells, Max Gold and Tom Jr., will be at the New York home 
es @nd awaits further investigation. Radio has engaged a permanent |to get simultaneous release on news. | Harris. office Jan. 24. According to. rela- 
ge #nother is*a claim filed Nov 19 orchestra of 25 men under the/|This_ will probably be handled tives here, ih? double-header does 
ne for continuous employment in a| '©2dership of Victor Baravalle. . |through Mark Larkin, publicity con- NOS BAD 8 Shake-Up Bos. the. Gey 
Ty production. taken over by another| The men have been signed for @|tact for the local Hays office. Stu- Warners and West Coast mencement of negotiations for the 
producer. The third is an actor’s| 7°": Om the basis of a 33-hour /dios will send all copy direct to sale of the company. 
ire ery that he was called back for a re- | “°°% the studio saves $80 a week/him. He, in turn, will have it de- It’s described as a regular visit 
a take 18 months after his engage-| 2*T ™2" over the old system of | livered to all papers and wire serv- Hollywood, Jan. 14, | >¥ the father, while the sor it is 
ak desea. : engaging musicians by the hour. |ices with the release time marked.| In a radio talk from Station pn ig og a will pe himself 
ii. @emeinins ‘was fied br ene Should any of the papers break | KFWB the news was slipped the|°™!efy in givirg the sales depart- 
actor Pci another actor. ve al- FOY VACATIONING faith by trying to beat each other, | public by Jack Warner that all is os a low-down on the goo: points 
leges use of the complainant’s name Hollywood, Jan. 14. |% Committee of the p. a. group will | not serene and harmonious between | ° niversal production. 
by the respondent. After some cor-| Curtailing its production on|¢ entrusted with the task of ad- | Warners and Fox West Coast the- 
respondence during which the ac-j| shorts out here a few weeks ago, monishing the newspaper or serv- | atres. F N’ Fl P . 
cused actor consulted his attorney,| Warners has now temporarily sus- ice that news will not be forth- After commenting on forthcoming s a. remiecre 
he telephoned the complainant and | pended all work in this department. |©°™ing in the future. Warner product and extolling their] Dempsey and Carl Laemmle have 
told him he would cease taking his Bryan Foy, head of this unit, is Proposal on news applies to that | stars and other virtues Warner) set 2 precedent in Palm Beach pre- 
name in vain. taking a four weeks’ vacation in of production and casting of pic- | added: “None of these productions| mieres which First National is fol- 
Only complaint by a member of} Nevada. tures. In no way does it bear on | will be shown in Fox West Coast! lowing for its “Son of the Gods.” 
the technicians’ branch of the acad- the planting of feature or freak | houses.” Author, Rex Beach, is tanning 
emy is that of a cinematographer Al Cohn Resigns stories direct with the papers or there now, and the opening date of 
claiming his engagement cancelled Hollywood, Jan. 14, | S®?V!CeS. the FN film deperids upon what 
contrary to contract. Point involved Alfred A. Cohn has resigned as QUICK ANNULMENT time next month Dic’ “Barthelmess 
was the interpretation of the “satis-| scenario editor of First National. Hollywood, Jan. 14: decides to come ck from 5Bt. 
faction” clause. Case was filed last | He was there six months. MRS. BLACKTON ILL | Natalie Moorehead, stage and | Moritz. 4 
the April and eonciliatory efforts con- Hoilywood, Jan, 14. screen actress, had her marriage otf — 
"31 tinued the rest of the year, with Boles’ “Serenade” Mrs. J. Stuart Blackton, wife of ffour months to Ray Phillips, actor : > 
a hearing finally called by the con- “Serenade” is the title of Conrad | veteran Vitagraph pruducer, is se:i- |annulled in exactly five day D. W. Griffith’s Flu 
nd #iliation committee. Bercovici’s original with music for |ously ill in a Hollywood hospital. |Rene Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Ler. No producer filed a complaint in} Universal. She is the producer’s second wife Miss Moorehead and Phillips both D. W. Griffith is confined to his 
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John Boles will be starred. 


end mother of bis two children 

















‘went to Reno to expedite matters. 




















homé with a bad attack of influenza. 
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Philly Down After Big New Year's Wk. 
And Tops of $85,000, $47,000, $44,000 











Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 


Every downtown picture house 
without exception fell off sharply 
last week after the sensational 
grosses of New Year’s week. Drop 
was not surprising, but its extent 
was rather more than expected. 


Right now the larger houses are 
considerably ‘under the average 
maintained in the fall, whereas the 
legit theatres, at a low ebb in Oc- 
tober and November, are showing 
signs of strength. That Philly is 


‘way over-seated in theatres is be- 
ing evidenced. 
the week was taken 
by the Mastbaum, which slid from 
$85,000, house record New Year’s 
week, to $44,000, which is near the 
usual average. Former figure was 
gained with “Second Choice” (WB), 
a picture that the press didn’t like, 
while last week the attraction was 
“Half. Way to Heaven.” At that 
$44,000 is nearer the usual house 
average. 

The Fox, which 


Big drop of 


also claimed a 


house record New Year’s week at 
better than $47,000 for “Hot for 
Paris,’ got around $30,000 with the 


same picture on a holdover. “Gen- 
eral Crack,” at the Aldine, after a 
tremendous opening at Christmas, 
has been falling off rather rapidly. 
Barrymore feature got $20,000 New 
Year’s week but slid to $12,000 last 
week. “Show of Shows,” holding for 
four weeks at the Boyd, has dropped 
steadily since opening. New Year's 
week reported $25,000 and $19,000 
last week. It went out Saturday 
with “Sally” following and expected 
to make at least a month’s run of it. 

The Earle, another house to break 
records New Year’s week at $44,000, 
reported a slide to $21,000, still quite 
good, with “Pointed Heels” and 
“Wedding Rings,” respectively. 
Stanley had “No, No, Nanette” for 
two weeks. New Year’s week was 
$33,000, and then $18,000. 

Stanton is having unexpectedly 
big trade with “The Sacred Flame.” 
Figured as just an average program 
picture, come-on ad campaign ad- 
vising that children should not at- 
tend figures as helping. House got 
$24,000 New Year’s week and $17,000 
last week. This Saturday will round 
out a month’s stay and every likeli- 
hood that the picture may go an- 
other fortnight. First time for this 
house in a long time. 


Carlton had a fine week with 
“Jealousy,” reporting $6,000, which 
is a couple of grand above normal. 
Fox-Locust is holding in “Sky 
Hawk,” although attendance is noth- 
ing like that of “Cockeyed World” 
and “Sunnyside Up.” Reported 
around $13,000 last week, a drop of 
nearly $12,000. 





a 


HOLDOVERS LEAD WASH: 
HEROES’ BIG, $11,000 


Washington, Jan. 
(White Population, 450,000) 





14. 


Weather: Unseasonably Hot 

Of seven houses four had hold- 
overs, and the quartet did the real 
business of the _ town. Others 
didn’t complain, and it was hot out- 
doors, too. 

“Hot for Paris’ topped at the 
Fox and on a second week. “Show 


of Shows” came through splendidly. 


| Estimate of first weeks was a bit 


| drop 





Erlanger had “Love Comes Along,” 
with Bebe Daniels, and started 
heavily. Fact that the picture was 
extensively slashed by censors 
caused much objection and adverse 
word-of-mouth caused biz to drop 
sharply, with result that picture was 
taken out after Friday, with “Seven 
Keys to Baldpate” following. Lit- 
tle Arcardia had such a fine week 
with “This Thing Called Love,” first 
local showing, that picture was held 
a second week. 

Virtually all local picture houses 
now change on some day other than 
Monday. Fox and Mastbaum switch 
Friday, the Erlanger on Saturday, 
the Earle and Carlton Friday and 
the Stanton, Stanley and Aldine 
gzometimes one day and sometimes 
another. Boyd and Locust are the 
only ones that have stuck consist- 
ently to Monday openings. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Mastbaum = _ (4,800; 35-50-75)— 
“Half Way to Heaven” (Par). Fairly 
well liked; $44,000 as opposed to 
$85,000 previous week. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—‘“No, 
No, Nanette” (FN) (2d week). Pic- 
ture slid sharply after getting $33,- 
000 New Year’s week; estimated 
around $18,000; fans weren't enthu- 
siastic; “Condemned” (UA) in for 
run, 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—“Show of 
Shows” (WB) (4th week). Dropped 
steadily: $25,000 to $19,000 in final 
fortnight; “Sally” (FN) current. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—‘‘Sa- 
cred Flame” (WB) (3d week). Sur- 
prise sensation of holiday season; 
clever come-on advertising cam- 
paign; got $17,000 last week and 
may try for six weeks. 

Fox (3,000; 90)—‘“Hot for Paris” 
(Fox) (2d week). Strong in first 
week; around $47,000, for house rec- 
ord, then off to $30,000, good, last 
week. 










Fox-Locust (1,800; $1.50)—‘“Sky 
Hawk”. (Fox). Nothing like as 
strong as predecessors, but being 
held for run; around $13,000 last 
week. . 

Aldine <7 3; $1.50) — “General 
Crack’ (W* (3d week). After 
tremendous ving fine picture 
failed to hold e. sted pace; last 
week off to $12,00 $8,000 under 
New Year’s pace. 

Erlanger (1,900; 6 5 )-—“Love 
Come Along” (Radio). Hi ry cen- 
soring of this Bebe Daniéis pic- 
ture hurt; business slid ste ily 


conservative, picture 
ting $19,900 for 
week was $16,600. 

“Hell's Heroes” brought joy to 
the Rialto, at $11,000, getting more 
than many of its predecessors. Fig- 
ure looks like a million dollars com- 
pared with previous business. Dun- 


actually get- 
the Met. Second 


can Sisters, at the Palace, weren't 
so good as business getters and 
Al Evans, returning m. c., helped 
to fill the void. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia (Loew)—‘“Condemned”’ 
(UA) (1,232; 35-50). Good second 
week;. $10,500; two weeks, $26,000. 

Earle (S-C Warner)—‘Painted 
Angel” (FN) (2,244; 35-50). Back 


to average and profitable; $14,000. 
Fox (Fox)—‘“Hot for Paris’’ (Fox) 


(3,434; 35-50-60-75). Second week 
with Heidt orchestra deserving 
much credit on intake; $21,200; 


$59,000 on two weeks, 


Met (S-C Warner)—“Show of 
Shows” (WB) (1,585; 35-50). Also 
excellent second week, $16,600; two 
weeks’ total of $36,500. 

Palace (Loew)—“It’s a Great 
Life” (M-G) (2,363; 35-50). Mighty 


from preceding record high, 
but return of Evans, m. c., impor- 
tant. Acceptable at $19,000. 

Rialto (U)—‘Hell’s Heroes” (UU) 
(1,978; 35-50). Joy after many slim 
weeks; nine days to $11,000; week 
proper $8,000. 

Keith’s (R-K-0O)—“Love Comes 
Along” (Radio) (1,870; 35-50). No- 
body complained; $14,000. 








4 Westerns in as Many 
Syracuse First Runs 


Syracuse, Jan. 14. 
Sunday saw four westerns play- 
ing first runs here, a situation that 
hasn’t existed since the days of the 


nickelodeon. 
Keith’s had “The Virginian”; 
Eckel, “The Lone Star Ranger”; 


Rivoli, “Stairs of Sands,” and the 
Swan “The Invaders.” 





U program for ’30-’31 will include 
a variety of talking westerns, with 
Hoot Gibson and Ken Maynard re- 
tained under contract for individ- 
ual series. 

Sales sources say that the talk- 
ing westerns are selling better than 
anticipated, with the Maynard and 
Gibson programmers doing twice 
the business silent westerns did for 
the company in pre-sound days. 








JOE BROWNING 


Presenting 
“A Timely Sermon” 
Assisted by Joe Browning, Jr. 
This week, Jan. 10, Uptown The- 
atre, Chicago, in Charles Nigge- 
Meyer’s-“Marathon Frolics,” 


Direction Abe Lastfogel, Harry 
Lenetska, William Morris Agency. 
R-K-O direction, Morris & Feil. 





| ‘Dynamite’ Sweeps Town: 


$19,500 on Festival Week 


Louisville, Jan. 14. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000 
Weather: Mild and rain 

First week of Loew’s January 
Festival put the local State over the 
top te about $19,500. Just a year 
ago the State played its first all- 
talker, “Interference,” which did 
excellently, but this year’s attrac- 
tion, “Dynamite,” improved the 
gross. Charles Bickford is the rave 
of femmes here. 

Second week of “Show of Shows” 
was off, take disappointing at $3,900. 
“Battle of Paris” also failed to de- 
velop even good business and sank 
the Mary Anderson to $2,650. First 
two days of “Glorifying the Ameri- 
can Girl” gave promise of a strong 
week at the Rialto, but it lacked 
sticking power, and the seven-day 
test was too much. 

Estimates for Last Week 

State (Loew) (3,400; 35-50)—“‘Dy- 
namite” (M-G). Went over the top 
with cast principals scoring; Loew’s 
January Festival had three sheets 
all over town and tie-ups with mu- 
sic stores which are giving windows 
to Loew’s for entire month, unusual 
here; plenty good at $19,500. 





Rialto (RKO) (2,940; 30-50)— 
“Glorifying the American Girl’ 
(Par). Started with fire, but soon 


burned out; 
around $6,300. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,785; 30- 
50)—“Show of Shows” (WB). In 
spite of better than $10,000 on its 
first week, holdover was ’way down; 
$3,900. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (900; 40)— 
“Broadway” (U). Deceptive this 
week; strong one day and weak the 
next; maybe near $4,000, which isn’t 
bd 


ended bad week at 


ad. 

Mary Anderson (RKO) (1,387; 30- 
50)—“Battle of Paris” (Par). The- 
atre was once an ace vaude stand; 
now straight sound, comfortable and 
cozy; in the depths again, $2,650. 





2 New Films in 


Portland's Ist Holdover Bad Flop; 


Downtown Houses 





Portland, Ore., Jan. 14. 

Publix Portland held “Love Pa- 
rade” for a second week, first hold- 
over in the history of this 3,500- 
seater. It played to $6,400 for the 
second term, very bad. Unlikely 
experiment will be repeated. This 
forced “Laughing Lady” into the 
Rialto, breaking opening day rec- 
ords and great week, and it looks 
like another run. 

Run films in all leading houses 
except the Fox-Broadway. Ham- 
rick held “Show of Shows” at the 
Music Box and the Alder held over 
“It’s a Great Life.” At United 
Artists “Sunnyside Up” commenced 
a second week to its biggest day’s 
biz. 

No road shows last week, stage 
opposish being Guy Bates Post as a 
Duffy stock guest star in his fa- 





after promising opening; taken off 
Saturday with “Seven Keys to Bald- 
pate” (Radio) following. 

Karlton (1,000; 50)—‘“Jealousy” 
(Par). Big at $6,000; two grand 
over average. 

Earle (2,000; 
Rings” (FN). 


50-75) —“Wedding 
House getting steady 
play on combination stage and 
screen shows; $21,000 last week, 
satisfactory; New Year’s week rec- 
ord was $44,000 with “Pointed 





Heels” (Par). 


miliar “The Masquerader.” Drew 
extra biz. Post remains two weeks. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 25-60)— 
“Untamed” (M-G). Okay stage 
show and $16,000. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,- 
200; 25-60)—“Sunnyside Up” (Fox). 
Great on second week; $12,000, big. 

Alder (Parker-Fox) (1,200; 25-50) 
—‘It’s a Great Life’ (M-G). Only 
fair on second week and closed with 
$4,000. 

Portland (Publix) (3,500; 25-60)— 
“Love Parade” (Par), First hold- 
over in house, and on second week; 
$6,400, poor. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,500; 25-60)— 
“Laughing Lady” (Par). Class 
talker broke opening day record and 
had a big week; $6,000, good. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
50)—“Show of Shows” (WB). Did 
okay and may hold for third week; 
$5,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 
50)—“‘Hearts in Exile’ (WB). 
istered well at $3,000. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,000; 25-60) 
—“Careless Age” (Radio). Proved 
okay; $10,000. 

Oriental (Tebbetts) (2,700; 25-35) 
—“Gold Diggers” (WB). Did well; 
$4,000. 

Dufwin (Duffy) (1,400; 25-$1.25)— 
Guy Bates Post in “The Mas- 


25- 
Reg- 





querader’; $9,000, big. 


Show: of Shows With ‘77 Stars in 
Warners, L. A., Whammed "Em, $36,000: | 





$30,000 FOR ‘KIBITZER’; 
‘SALLY’S’ $20,000 START 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 

Post-holiday slump never showed 
up and takings continued the dizzy 
pace of the past fortnight. 

Biggest surprise in town was the 
fancy figure of “Kibitzer” at the 
Stanley, $30,000. Introduction of 
Publix units probably had something 
to do with it. 

Town’s leader again was the Penn 
with “Their Own Desire” (M-G), 
and first of Loew stage shows plenty 





ballyhooed. Almost $35,000 and up 
to snuff. 
“Sally” (FN) got off to flying 


start at the Warner and, with critics 
for it en toto, turned in excellent 
$20,000 for opening week. Holds 
over. “Condemned” was held over 
at the Aldine for a third week at 
the last minute when week-end 
New Year figures went to $14,000 
and acquitted judgment of manage- 
ment, 

Enright continued its pace with 
“In the Next Room,” fortified by first 
anniversary revue. Maybe $16,500. 
House record of about $21,750 set 
here New Year’s week. “Great 
Gabbo” couldn’t get set at Sheridan 
Square and was yanked after 10 
days for “Seven Keys to Baldpate.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75)—“Their Own Desire” (M-G). 
Impressive at $35,000; Norma 
Shearer strong here, although pic- 
ture voted just so-so; heavy bally- 
hoo attendant first Loew stage show. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 
“Kibitzer”’ (Par). Surprised every- 
body with splendid $30,000; some 
nice advance exploitation and good 
notices helped; Dick Powell, m. c., 
and first Publix unit also factor. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-50-75). 
Formerly the Grand, now renamed 
the Warner with opening of “Sally” 
(FN); started off impressively and 
managed to build into excellent $20,- 
000 for first full week; held over and 
likely to weather three weeks. 

Aldine (Loew) (1,900; 35-50). 
With “Sunnyside Up” (Fox) billed 
in dailies and boards to open man- 
agement at final minute, held “Con- 
demned” (UA) over for third week; 
nice $14,000. 

Enright (WB) (3,700; 25-35-40- 
60)—“In the Next Room” (FN). 
Satisfactory at $16,500; first birth- 
day and plenty of extra space on 
stage revue really did it. 

Harris—“Wall Street” (Col.) and 
vaude. At $5,500; house has added 
permanent chorus, running vaude 
bill in presentation form; gross just 
fair. 

Sheridan Square—“Great Gabbo” 
(Sono-Art). Ten days and out for 
“Seven Keys to Baldpate” (Radio); 
Cruze-Von Stroheim picture around 
$7,000 for full week. 


‘CONDEMNED’ AT $25,000 
PROV. STRAND $11,000 


Providence, Jan. 14. 

(Drawing Population, 315,000) 

Weather: Fair and Cold 

Flicker houses held their own last 
week. Loew’s State and “Con- 
demned” did one of the biggest 
weeks in months, but plugging 
didn’t help “Vagabond Lover” at 
the Victory very much. 

“Show of Shows,” in its second 
week at the Majestic, managed to 
do nicely, but adverse criticisms 
chipped off the income of “Unborn 
Child” at the Carlton. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50) “Con- 
demned” (UA). Excellent support 
bill and Colman always draws here; 
reported biggest biz in history of 
town for week end; solid at $25,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50) 
—‘Show of Shows” (WB), second 
and final week. Did nicely despite 
slight slump; heavily billed during 
local stay; about $12,500, good. 








Strand (Ind) (2,200; 15-50)— 
“Broadway Hoofer” (Col) and 
“Young Nowheres” (FN). Reported 


average biz despite fact that the 
rabble and press hailed bill as best 
in town; close to $11,000. 

Victory (R-K-O) (1,600; 15-50)— 
“Vagabond Lover” (Radio). Vallee 
didn’t bring as many flappers as 
expected even though preceded by 
heavy billing; average at $8,500. 

Carlton (Fay) (1,600; 15-50)— 

“Unborn Child” (Windsor). Pub- 
licity men pulled snag here when 
they overplayed up birth control 
angle; brought criticisms and cut 
into biz; about $7,500; pulled Sun- 
day after playing town nearly three 
weeks. 
- Albee (R-K-O) (2,500; 15-60)— 
“Dance Hall” (Radio). Esther Ral- 
ston on stage; steady all week; 
$12,500. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50)—‘Aviator” 
(WB) and vaude. Bill as a whole 
poor and box office felt it; $8,500 





not so good. 


a 





Los Angeles, Jan. 14, 
(Drawing Population, 1,500,000) 
Weather: Cold and Rainy 


shine, the citizens find their thins 
partitioned furnaceless bungalows a 
chilly contradiction to the poet whe 
talked about no place like home. 
Locally, they were inclined last 
week to roam mid pleasure palaces 
and not spend too much time in the 
living room. To intensify the intent 


to find warmth and comfort in the 
picture theatres, there was a nine- 
day siege of rain. 

On the other hand, it worked both 
ways. While the conveniently spot- 
ted Warners’ Downtown, Loew’s 
State, etc., were domg good business 
right through the sloppy weather, 
the outlying Carthay Circle, Chinese, 
and other reserved seat houses, in- 
cluding the legits, were faced with 
the problem of people making res<- 
ervations and never picking up their 
seats. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Boulevard (Fox) —“Romance of 
Rio Grande” (Fox) (2,164; 25-50). 
Previously played downtown at 
Loew’s State. Neighbors turned out 
in unusual numbers. $9,000, big. 

Carthay Circle (Fox)—“Rio Rita” 
(Radio) (1,500; 50-$1.50) (8th week). 
Not bad at $9,200 with wet weather 
big handicap for remotely situated 
house. 

Chinese (Fox) — “Condemned” 
(UA) (2,028; 50-$1.50) (6th, final 
week). Finished with $8,000, suf- 
fering on final session through re- 
served seat policy. ‘ 

Criterion (Fox)—“Hot for Paris” 
(Fox) (1,600; 25-75) (3d week). 
Downtown but off main traveled 
lanes, which may have figured. Be- 
low previous week by $4,000, but 
profit included in $7,100. 

Egyptian (UA-Fox)—“The Tres- 
passer” (UA) (1,800; 25-75). Very 
good; $10,500. 

Million Dollar (S. Lazarus) —“Lost 
Zeppelin” (Tiff) (2,800; 25-50) (2d, 
final week). Rain apparently aided 
here. House around $1,000 over 
average. $7,000. 

Fox Palace (Fox)—“So This Is 
College” (M-G) (1,150; 25-49). Ree 
— to grind and low scale. $3,< 

Loew’s State (Loew-Fox)—“Navy 
Blues” (M-G) (2,024; 25-$1). Prime 
favorite with shivering citizenry; 
$32,000, excellent. 

Orpheum (RKO)—“Hit the Deck” 
(Radio) (2,270; 50-75) (3d week). 
Better than house ever did with fore 
ae straight vaude. 3d week, $16,< 

Paramount (Publix) — “Laughing 
Lady” (Par) (3,595; 25-75). Not on 
favored list, failing to provide sort 
of flapper fodder fancied locally. 
$21,000 at least pretty good. 

RKO—“Tanned Legs” 
(2,950; 30-65). 
$17,500. 

United Artists (Pub-UA)—“Tam- 
ing of Shrew” (UA) (2,100; 25-$1) 
(3d week). Iowa’s resident alumnus 
somewhat prone to suspect Mr. 
a no hullabaloo in $14,<« 

Warners Downtown (WB)—“Show 
of Shows” (WB) (1,800; 50-75) (ist 
week). Whammed ’em for $36,000 
inclusive of $5 premiere; that list 
of “77” stars had the taxpayers but- 
toning up their overshoes and brav- 
ing elements. 

‘Warners Hollywood (WB)—“The 
Aviator” (WB) (2,756; 25-75) (1st, 
only week). E. E. Horton, loral 
favorite, and credited for picture do- 
ing as well as it did; $18,000 in nine 
days. 


“Trespasser” $28,100 


Brooklyn, Jan. 14. 

Somewhat of a sluggish week. 
“Laughing Lady” and Harry Rich- 
man on the stage were around $57,- 
000 at the Paramount, weak result 
for this high pressure house, 

Fox offered “Broadway Hoofer” 
(Col) with Marie Saxon and Rube 
Wolf as m.e. Picture pleased and 
Wolf still going strong. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Paramount —“ Laughing Lady” 
(Par) (4,000; 35-50-75). Satisfac- 
tory with Harry Richman’s first 
week here as m. c.; audience reac- 
tion not so hot to this Broadway- 
ite; $59,000. 

Strand—“No, No, Nanette” (FN) 
(2,800; 25-35-50-60-75). Nicely re- 
ceived and stays another week. 

Fox—“Broadway Hoofer” (Col) 
(4,000; 35-40-50-60-75). Pleasant 
theatrical picture drew nice recep- 
tion from local scribes; Rube Wolf 
the stage attraction and making a 
name for himself here. 

Met—“The Trespasser” (UA) (3,- 


(Radio) 
Well trod aisles at 











577; 35-40-50-75) and vaude. Did 
$28,100. 

Albee—“This Thing Call Love” 
(Pathe) (3,248; 35-50-60-75) and 
vaude. Fair. 
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Roxy $117,800; Par Also Big, $36,600: 





Disraeli’ Drawing Non-Film Goers 


Broadway was back to normal 
last week following the holiday 
whirligig. Film parlors with out- 
standing totals were the Roxy, | 
Paramount, Capitol and _ Rivoli. 
Elsewhere it might have been bet- 
ter. 

There was unseasonable warm 
weather, the thermometer register- 
ing higher than for corresponding 
adtes within the memory of statis- 
ticians. Also there was rain. After 
counting up, some of the boys fa- | 
cetiously announced that the heat | 
and the spilling skies would be the 
alibi. ° 

“Hot for Paris’ endorsed the Fox 
production department’s faith in 
primitive comedy by tilling $117,800 
at the Roxy, calling for a holdover. 
Paramount's flossy $86,600 was 
partly attributable to the Rudy Val- 
lee presence on the stage, feature 
being “The Laughing Lady.” Dive 
of “The Mighty” from an opening 
weck of $77,300 to $47,300 must be 
viewed with the tremendous holiday 
trade in mind. Follow up figure isa 
strong second week for the Rivoli. 

“Condemned” follows at the Rivoli 
when “The Mighty” blows. Another 
United Artists picture, “The Locked 
Door,” succeeds “The Virginian” at 
the Rialto. Booking jam of United 
Artists productions because the 
Rivoli-Rialto congestion has _ the 
following films patiently waiting 
their turn: “Lummox,” “New York 
Nights,’ “Hell Harbor,” “Putting 
On the Ritz” and “Be Yourself.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Astor—‘“Devil May Care” (Metro) 
(1,120; $1-$2) (4th week). Figured 
to finish January and then be suc- 
ceeded by “Rogue’s Song”; around 
$17,000 and tapering off rapidly; not 
a $2 click. 

_Carroll—“Hit the Deck” (Radio) 
(988; $1-$2). Three weeks for “7 
Keys to Baldpate” which never 
showed in the money; “Deck” 
opened last night (Tuesday), Jack 
Oakie being heavily billed. 

Capitol — “Hollywood Revue” 
(Metro) (4,620; 35 -50- 75 - $1.50). 
Strong draw and good total, $76,900, 
after long $2 engagement at Astor. 

Central—“Disraeli” (WB) (922; 
$1-$2) (14th week). Beating “Sally” 
Mondays to Fridays and only nosed 
out by Winter Garden through 
weekends; at length of engagement 
and all factors weighed, Arliss pic- 
ture is Broadway's steadiest $2 at- 
traction, keeping pace with “Love 
Parade” and attracting people who 
never patronize pictures; $17,600 
excellent in middle of third month. 

Cohan — “Blaze O’Glory” (World 
Wide) (1,400;- $1-$2) (3rd, final 
week). Blows this Sunday; re-cut 
and considered improved but harm 
of opening made Broadway showing 

_9@t. scale impossible; somewhere 
around $6,000 with Eddie Dowling’s 
Irish following probably meaning 
something locally. c 

Colony — “Hell’s Heroes” (U) 
(1,900; 35-50-75) (2nd, final week). 
,‘Holdover week, $10,100, giving pic- 
ture $28,100 on fortnight; good in 
touch house; Pathe’s “Her Private 
Affair” current; house circusing 
Universal's “Talking Reporter.” 

Criterion — “Love Parade” (Par) 
(862; $1-$2) (9th week). No weak- 
‘ening; over $16,000. 

Embassy—‘“Newsreel House” (Fox- 
Hearst) (568; 25). Show window of 
“two newsreel companies has found 
‘demand consistent; better than 
$7,000. 

: Gaiety—“Party Girl’ (Tiff) (808; 
'*$1-$2) (3rd week). Stirred up dis- 
cussion in and out of trade on pub- 
licity campaign; Tiffany going after 
business via high voltage exploita- 
tion; $10,500 all right. 

Globe—“Rio Rita” (Radio) (1,065; 
35-50-75) (4th, final week). Got 
some real dough for house following 
$2 run at Carroll; next attraction 
**“Baldpate,” also formerly tenanted 
at Carroll; last week “Rita” $19,000. 

* Paramount — “Laughing Lady” 

(Par) (2,665; 35-65-$1). They’re in 
battalion formation when the box- 
Office here registers $86,600; if a 
new house record had not been 
hung up the week before this would 
have been within a couple of G’s of 
the previous maximum. 

Rialto — “The Virginian” (Par) 
(2,000; 35-50-65-85) (4th week). 
Western story, oft-filmed, has done 
very well on newest incarnation; 
third week, $36,500. 

Rivoli — “The Mighty” (Par) 
(2,200; 35-50-65-85) (3rd week). 
Ample vim in $47,300 despite stag- 
gering discrepancy of $30,000 from 
opening week’s smash holiday total; 
Second gross is average for wham 
pictures playing Rivoli. 

Roxy— “Hot for Paris” (Fox) 
(6,205; 50-75-$1.50). Sold as pa- 
prika and reaction $117,800; second 
picture on street last week with 
“naughty” ads; holds over. 

Strand—“No, No, Nanette” (FN) 
(2,900; 35-50-75) (2nd week). New 
extended run policy called off; two 
weeks and out; “Show eof Shows” 





“LADY’S” $23,500 BEST 
IN BALTO.—BIZ SPOTTY 


Baltimore, Jan, 14. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Weather: Fair 
Enibassy, a de luxe first run for 
a brief and expensive period several 
years ago, and intermittently a bur- 
lesque house since then, is back in 
the picture ranks. This time as a 
pop price follow-up house with a 
two-bit top. 
Business was spotty 
several houses easing 
others were upgrade. Outstanding 
was the New where “Sunnyside 
Up” equalled its capacity opening 
week. “Laughing Lady” turned in 


last week, 
off while 








a good week at the Century and 
“Dynamite” was pretty fair at the 
Stanley. “Tiger Rose’ was okay 


at the Rivoli. 
“Navy Blues” 
uptown Parkway, but the day and 
date run at the upstairs Valencia 
was just fair. “Disraeli” concluded 
two weeks at the uptown Metro- 
politan, a house that usually takes 
‘em on for a month or more. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Century (Loew)—‘“Laughing 
Lady” (Par) (3,200; 25-60). Ruth 
Chatterton established fav here, 


film liked and Clive Brook a draw; 
last week for Ken Whitmer, resi- 
dent m. c.; grossed $23,500. 

Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall) 
—“‘Dynamite” (M-G) (3,600; 25-60). 
Mixed comment; no cast names fea- 
tured in daily ads, DeMille getting 
the spotlight; business average at 
$18,000; might have been better if 
film didn’t run so long, preventing 
turnover. 

Rivoli (Wilson Amusement Co.)— 


“Tiger Rose” (WB) (2,100; 25-60). 
Off to big start, getting the best 
Saturday since “Flight”; okay 
throughout; maybe $8,700. 

New (M. Mechanic)—‘Sunnyside 
Up” (Fox) (2d week) (1,500; 25- 


50). Outstanding success of past 
two weeks; business limited only 
by capacity; one of few films to 
equal opening week and still strong; 
about $16,000. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) —“ Gold 
Diggers of Broadway” (WB) (2,- 
500; 25-50). Long uptown run at 
Met took b. o. steam out of this 
one for a holdover on main shop- 
ping stem ;second and final week 
only about $8,500, 

Valencia (Loew-UA)—“Navy 
Blues” (M-G) (1,200; 25-50). Day- 
and-dated with uptown Pky., but, 
as usual, uptown house won the 
race by a good margin; about $2,- 
800, under recent first runners at 
this stand. 

Parkway (Loew-UA)—‘‘Navy 
Blues” (M-G) (1,000; 15-35). Above 
recent average at about $4,100. 

Auditorium (Schanbergers)— 
“Lost Zeppelin” (Tiff) (1,572; 25- 
$1). Not in running with big weeks 
here; about $5,000. 


MET, BOSTON, $39,700 


$18,000 for “Johnny Jones”—“Con- 
demned,” $24,300—“Paris,” $28,000 











Boston, Jan. 14. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Weather: Fair 

House record for the Metropolitan 
went overboard last Thursday when 
“Amos and Andy,” booked for a 
week and playing five shows a day, 
drew better than $11,000 on the 
day. 

Previous to_their arrival, house 
had just a fair week of $39,700 for 
“The Sacred Flame.” 

Business at the State almost the 
best of the picture houses in town 
last week based on seating capacity 
and scale. “Condemned” did $24,300 
here. “Paris” (FN) at the Keith 
Memorial got over well and “Little 
Johnny Jones” (FN) at the Keith- 
Albee did average business. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Met (4,000; 50-75)—‘*“Sacred 
Flame” (WB). Did $39,700, only 
fair. ; 

State (4,000; 30-40-50)—“Con- 


demned” (UA). Good at $24,300. 
Keith-Memorial (4,000; 35-50-65) 
—‘“Paris” (FN). Okay at $28,000. 
Keith-Albee (R-K-O) (3,000; 50- 
60)—“Little Johnny Jones” (FN). 
Picture with Eddie Buzzell had nice 
week for around $18,000. 





(WB) in this Friday; “Nanette” 
$32,500 first week. A 

Warners—“General Crack” (WB) 
(1,360; $1-$2) (7th week). No wow 
at scale; around $138,000. 

Winter Garden — “Sally” (FN) 
(1,484; $1-$2) (4th week). Just fair 
at $22,100. “Mammy” mentioned to 





succeed Feb. 9. 


satisfactory at the | 








CORTEZ and HELENE 
International Dancers Supreme. 
African, Gypsy, Apache and ball- 

room. Held over 2nd week, Roxy, 

New York. 

Formerly Shubert Productions. 
Direction LYONS & LYONS. 
Thanks to Paul Ross. 





BAD STORM SHRINKS — 
ALL K. C. GROSSES 


Kansas City, Jan. 14. 
After a couple of weeks of balmy 
weather a real blizzard just stopped 
business early in the week. Satur- 
day and Sunday okay, but Monday 
and Tuesday practically no one was 
on the streets, day or night. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Loew’s Midland — “Condemned” 
(UA) (4,000; 25-35-50-60). Ann 
Harding rapidly building a follow- 
ing here; stage show one of best; 
house so big it’s tough on talking 
acts and parlor voice singers; pic- 
ture liked; $18,200. 
Mainstreet—‘“Hot for Paris” (Fox) 
(3,200; 25-35-50-60). Fans repeated 
for McLaglen; Henry Santrey’s band 
and good vaude bill helped; $18,700. 
Newman—“Show of Shows” (WB) 


(1,890; 25-35-50-60). Nothing else 
but the newsreel on bill; feature 
clicked; $19,700. 

Royal—“So Long Letty (WB) 


(840; 25-40). Charlotte Greenwood 
liked here; $3,900. 
Pantages — “Careless Age” (FN) 


(2,200; 25-35-50). 
customers agreed; 
too; $8,100. 


‘Paris’ $20,000 in Montreal 
‘Vagabond Lover’ $18,000 


Montreal, Jan. 14. 

(Drawing Population, 600,000) 

Weather: Wet and Cold 

Grosses fell a bit last week after 
the holidays. No outstanding pic- 
tures and “Strange Interlude,” at 
His Majesty’s at $4 top with a $17,- 
000 advance sale, took away a lot 
of coin from the films. 

Palace, as usual, got most of 
money, but ’way below its previous 
week. Irene Bordoni singing in 
French helped put “Paris” around 
$20,000. Manager Rotsky capital- 
ized the French angle. Rudy Vallee 
got all the femmes to the Capitol 
and “Vagabond Lover” for $18,000; 
very good in a dull week. Heavier 
advertising would have boosted gross 
maybe 50%. 

Loew’s had “Love, Live, and 
Laugh” with a big vaude unit and 
went t6 $17,500, well up. Princess 
showed “It’s a Great Life” for okay 
results, about $10,000, while the Im- 
perial had one of its best weeks on 
“The Mighty” for $11,000. Vaude 
was good. Orpheum ran college pic- 
ture, “Forward Pass,’ but fans fed 
up and $3,500 covers. Roxy bally- 
hooed railroad men for “The 
Wrecker” and ran little over its 
average at $3,500. 

Neighborhoods all below previous 
week. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Good notices, and 
vaude stood up, 





Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-75)— 
“Paris” (FN). French atmosphere 


and singing helped this one to $20,- 
000, fair. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-65)— 
“Vagabond Lover” (Radio). Femmes 
liked it enough to contribute around 
$18,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60)— 
“Love, Live, and Laugh” (Fox). 
Picture and vaude unit held house 
to fine $17,509. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-55)—“It’s 
a Great Life’ (M-G). Nice show 
held to average of about $10,000. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 35-60)— 
“The Mighty” (Par). One of best 
shows on main stems with locally 





popular vaude headliner; about 
$11,000. 

Orpheum (CT) (1,200; 40-50)— 
“Forward Pass” (FN). Fans tired 
of football; nosedived by barely 
grossing $3,500. 

Roxy (Ind) (600; 59)—"The 
Wrecker” (Tiff). Fair and got 
some railroad support; boosted to 
$3,500. 


Flight’ Hops Oriental to Top, $47,000; 
‘Great Life’ Low at Chicago—$39,100 





NIGHTS’ $20,000, FRISCO 
2 H. 0.’S SLIDE, $24,000 


San Francisco, Jan. 14, 
(Drawing Population, 760,000) 








Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Weather: Good and bad 
Week was up and down. Weather 
started mild and closed with snow 
and siush. The Oriental took a dose 
of tonic and grabbed the loop lead 
for itself, while the Chicago took it 
on the chin and sank to its lowest 





Surprises marked the past week’s 


business. Most notable was the} 
toboggan of “Vagabond Lover” | 
which after opening to better than 
$22,000 in its first week did $8,000} 
on its second. 

“New York Nights,” at the Gra- 
nada, opened big, slid along at 
normal, and then climbed suffici- 
j} ently to cause a holdover. 

Fox enjoyed more than its usual 
prosperity with “Navy Blues.” The 
Warfield, with “Sunnyside Up,” 


piled them in way above normal. 

California with a second week of 
“Locked Door” tumbled nearly $10,- 
000, but still was on the safe side 
of the ledger. St. Francis with 
“Love Parade,” still doing well but 
feature is showing signs that ‘the 


end is near. Wagnon’s Embassy, 
with “Disraeli,” in its third week, 
very good and the Davies, with “Is 


Everybody Happy” likewise 


Estimates For Last Week 


Fox—(Fox) (5,000; 50-65-75-$1) 
“Navy Blues” (M-G). Business 
consistent and much better than 
average; $42,000. 


Warfield—(Fox) (2,672; 50-65-90) 
“Sunnyside Up” (Fox). A bang; 
first two days bigger than “Cock- 
eyed World”; put in midnight 
show;; $34,000. 

Granada—(Publix) (2,698; 
65-$1) “New York Nights” 
Opened big; Norma Talmadge 
drawing. Good enough to hold 
second week, unusual at this house; 
$20,000. 

California—-(Publix) (2,200; 35- 
50-65-90) “Locked Door” (UA). 
Second week, nearly $10,000 below 
first, but still profitable; $9,500. 

St. Francis—(Publix) (1,375; 35- 
50-65-90) “Love Parade” (Par). 
Still going strong after a number 
of weeks but beginning to show 
signs of wearing; $8,000. 

Orpheum—(RKO) (2,270; 35-50- 
65) “Vagabond Lover” (Radio). 
Bust in second week after strong 
first seven days; slipped more than 
$14,000 to $8,000. 

Embassy—(Wagnon) (1,365; 50- 
65-90) “Disraeli” (WB). Third week 
to better gross than expected; $10,- 
500. 


35-50- 
(UA). 


Davies—(Wagnon) (1,150; 35-50- 
65-90) “Is Everybody Happy” 
(WB). Fed Lewis - pulled; very 
good week for this small house; 
$8,500. 

Casino—(Ackerman & Harris) 


(2,400; 40-60) “Most Immoral Lady” 
(FN) and Graf Zeppelin World 
Cruise (Hearst). Double bill with 
good stage show proved excellent 
draw, above normal; $12,000, 


TACOMA DROPS 


“Show of Shows” $2,500 in Second 
Week—Rialto’s $6,300 Best 











Tacoma, Jan. 14. 
(Drawing Population, 125,000) 
Weather: Cold and Snow 
Business dropped. “Welcome 
Danger” held over a couple days 
into last week at the Rialto and 
“Show of Shows” was okay at the 


Blue Mouse. Otherwise quiet. 
Estimates for Last Week 
RKO-Pantages (RKO) — “Paris” 


(FN). Fair at $6,100. 

Blue Mouse (Harick) (650; 25-50) 
—“Show of Shows” (WB). Second 
week for $2,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,250; 25-35-50)— 
“Welcome Danger’ (Par). Two 
days then “Romance of Rio Grande” 
(Fox) five days; great at $6,300. 

Colonial (Fox) (800; 25-50)— 
“Love Doctor” (Par). Richard Dix 
did fairly; $2,200. 





Jason-Levy Cartoons 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14, 
Leigh Jason, former U director, 
has organized the Royal Film Co. 
to produce a series of novelty car- 


cartoonist. Human heads will be 
used with Levy filling in the action, 
bodies, and backgrounds. 





“$ PRINCESS” POSTPONED 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Fox, running into a little diffi- 
culty with the screen rights to “The 
Dollar Princess,” has deferred its 
proposed production. 

George Grossmith, who was adapt- 
ing, has been put to work on an 
original for J. Harold Murray and 
Fifi Dorsay. Alexander Korda, sched- 
uled to direct “Princess,” wil! meg 
the latter. 





Schiller Fishing 
FE. A. Schiller left for Florida Jan 








} 19, on a month’s fishing trip. 


toons by Bert Levy, former vaude 


figure in months. Other loop 
houses recovered from the high 
gross hysteria of the holiday season, 
and calmed to normal figures. 

“Flight” came into the Oriental 
and immediately socked out a rec- 
ord for itself when it did $10,600 on 
Saturday, new high for a day’s run. 
However, house is now running a 
midnite performance Saturdays. 
Business big all week, $47,000, forc- 
ing a holdover, At the Chicago “It's 
a Great Life” didn’t mean a thing. 
House slipped to $39,100, even 
though this town is supposedly a 
strong spot for the Duncan Sisters. 
Critics held ““‘Welcome Danger” to 
a poor start, but word-of-mouth 
sent steady money into McVicker’s, 
“Taming of Shrew” continued big at 
United Artists, and was far above 
average on its second full week. 
| “Dynamite” moved out of the Roose- 
velt in midweek, and was replaced 
by “The Virginian.” Figuring the 
last seven days, “Dynamite” did $18,- 
000, better than an average second 
week at this small house. 

Two RKO houses disappointed; 
the State-Lake dropped off some- 
what, although picture and vaude 
were up to standard. At the Woods 
“Vagabond Lover” was yanked sud- 
denly Wednesilay and replaced with 
“Love Comes Along.” Vallee film 
was heid four days longer than 
original booking because of first 
week’s high gross. Slid off immedi- 
ately, playing to 50 people on its 
closing night. “So Long Letty” fin- 
ished nicely at the Orpheum, War- 
ner two-week loop spot. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.)—“It’s a 
Great Life” (M-G), stage show (4,- 
400; 50-85). Notices just fair, and 
Duncan Sisters not a draw; more 
than $6,000 under average at $39,100. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B. & K.)— 
“Welcome Danger” (Par) (1,855; 50- 
85). Held up splendidly in second 
week; $32,000. 

Monroe (Fox)—‘“Christina” (Fox) 
(1,120; 50-75). Just average, al- 
though the critics were kind; $4,900. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.)— 
“Flight” (Col), stage show (3,500; 
50-85). Picture had showing at 
Studebaker two months ago and 
dil eight good weeks; even so, $47,- 
000, and held over; very big for 
house, which has been in slump for 


weeks. 
Orpheum (Warner)—“So Long 
Letty” (WB) (799; 50-75). Second 


week to a normal slide; $7,200. 
Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.)—“Dy- 
namite” (M-G) (1,500; 50-85). Pic- 
ture crawled up into fair figures; 
last full week $18,000; “Virginian” 
(Par) current and started big. 
State-Lake (RKO)—“Dance Hall” 
(Radio) and vaude (2,700; 50-35). 
Slumped somewhat again with rest 
of houses; $25,000 not bad, though. 
United Artists (Publix-UA)— 
“Taming of Shrew” (UA) (1,700; 50- 
85). Excellent second week; $34,900, 
Woods (RKO)—“Love Comes 
Along” (Radio). Replaced “Vaga- 
bond Lover” when that picture 
dropped suddenly; figuring seven 
days for both pictures, weak $16,000. 


‘SUNNY’ NEAR $65,000 
IN BUFFALO FORTNIGHT 


Buffalo, Jan. 14. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Stormy 

Business was distinctly on the up 
at picture theatres last week. Great 
Lakes skyrocketed for a second 
week, 

Unexpected spell of bad and cold 
weather probably kept grosses from 
peaks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
—*“New York Nights” (UA), “Novel- 
ties” unit. Good bill, but without 








any particular distinction; sagged 
at midweek, due to inclement 
weather. $25,400. 


Century (Publix) (3,400; 40-60)— 
“Show of Shows” (WB). Came in 
with plenty of publicity, but failed 


to hold up; being held for second 
week; $18,900. 
Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 40-60)— 


“Sacred Flame” (WB) and vaude, 
Business held at fair level for 
$15,400. 

Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 25-35- 
50)—"“Sunnyside Up” (Fox) (2d 
week). One of best runs house has 
had in months; picture showed 
nearly $35,000 first week on six 
shows a day at 50 cents top, short 
of house record by reason of re- 
duced top; second week still close 
|to capacity fér around $30,000. 
| Lafayette (Ind) -<e,400; 40-60)— 
|‘Jazz Heaven” (Radio) and vaude. 








Honors about evenly divided between 


ipicture and Alex Hyde heading 


. | vaude card; opened with rush, but 


ifell off Que to weather; $14,000. 


wea DP: Sensi 
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Cold Cuffs Minn’s Pips About $30,000; 
2H. 0. Anyway—N. Y. Nights,’ $21,300 





Minneapolis, Jan, 14. % 
(Drawing Popuiation, 500,000) 


Weather: Unfavorable 
Theatres here got a_ tough 
weather break last week. Just 


when they were set with an array 
of box office attractions, the tem- 
perature started hugging 15 below 
for no less than four days. Friday 
to Sunday, opening and invariably 
the biggest days, fortunately wit- 
nessed mild weather... So business 
was respectable, but under ordinary 
conditions some new records might 
have been registered. 

Seldom has the local loop boasted 
60 many money pictures simultan- 
eously as “Love Parade,” “New 
York Nights,” “Flight” and “Dyna- 
mite.” 





Both “The Love Parade” and 
*Flight” hold for a second week. 
It is estimated that the cold 


weather cheated them out of more 
than $10,000 last week and through- 
out the loop that the below zero 
temperatures cost the pictures $30,- 
000. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
“New York Nights” (UA) and Pub- 
lix stage show. First Norma Tal- 
madge talker a smash here; night 
clubs, racketeer, back-stage con- 
ventional lines but elaborate and 
highly seasoned; stage show also 
well liked; about $21,300, fine con- 
sidering terrible weather condi- 
tions. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 75)— 
“Love Parade” (Par). Definitely 
establishes Chevalier here as box 
effice attraction; won raves from 
critics, and around $13,700. 

State (Publix) (2,100; 60) —“Dyna- 
mite” (M-G). Implausible melo but 
box office hokum; pleased and did 
moderately well in face of cold; 
about $11,000. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,890; 50)— 
“His First Command” (Pathe). 
Pleasing picture but couldn’t stand 
up against extremely stiff opposi- 
tion and sinking mercury; around 
$6,000. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 40)—“Mys- 
terious Island” (M-G). Well liked 
and attracted fairly; close to $6,000. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 35)—“Twin 
Beds” (FN). Found moderate 
favor; around $2,500. 

Pantages (Pantages) (1,500; 25- 
50)—"“Flight” (Col) and vaude. Best 
picture house has had in some time 
and evoked enthusiasm; hurt by 
weather, but $8,000 biggest here 
in months; held over. 

Seventh Street (R-K-O) (1,600; 
50)—“The Racketeer’ (Pathe) and 
vaude. Nothing much in the way 
of b. o. lure, but enough show at 
price; around $5,000. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘Rio 
Rita” (Radio). Second loop run 
after two weeks at Orpheum plus 
another week at leading neighbor- 
hood house; about $3,000, fine. 

Shubert (Bainbridge dramatic 
stock) (1,400; 35-$1)—“Ladies of 
the Evening.” Panned by critics, 
but, aided by advent of new leading 
lady and second woman, Gladys 
Hurlbut and Ruth Lee, pulled some 
biz; around $5,000. 


WEATHER HURTS DENVER 


“Forward Pass” Oke at $9,600— 
We @. Revue $6,500 on 2d Week 


Denver, Jan. 14, 
(Drawing Population, 400,000) 
Weather: Snow and Cold 

Weather was near zero for three 
days and with snow and slippery 
streets grosses were down to some 
extent last week. 

“Show of Shows,” which hung up 
a house record at the Aladdin the 
first week, fell down on the hold- 
over. Denham, indie stock, is closed, 
maybe temporarily. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Tabor (Indie) (2,200; 25-40-60- 
75)—“Forward Pass’ (FN). House 
well pleased with $9,600. 

Aladdin (Huffman) 1,500; 35-50- 
75)—“Show of Shows” (WB). Only 
$6,500 on second week; $14,000 first 
week a record. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300: 25-40- 
65)—“The Kibitzer” (Par). Just 
fair; $19,200. 

America (Huffman) (1,500; 20-35- 
50)—“Evidence” (WB). Better than 
average; $4,500. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 25-40-50)— 
“Mysterious Island” (M-G). More 
than usual, $5,000. 


SISTROM AT RADIO 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

William Sistrom, out as produc- 
tion head of Pathe, goes to Radio 
as an associate producer. 

He is the fifth for this title, the 
others being Lou Sarecky, Myles 
Connolly, Henry Hobart and Ber- 
tram Millhauser. No assignment 
yet. 














MANKIE EAST 


Herman Mankeweicz, Paramount 
writer, arrived in New York last 
week. 

May remain east three months at 





An Office Boy’s Idea 


M-G-M of- 
fice boy, authored an “Eco- 
nomical Short Story” for the 
New York office weekly, 
“Mimeo-Graphic.” It runs: 
Rich girl. Motor car. Break- 
down. Lonely road. Ruffian. 
Scream. Poor boy. Rescue. 
Swoon. Love. Elopement, End. 
Net saving; 6,791 words. 


PAR’S AVAILABLE LIST 


Lineup of Idle Players to Other 
Studios—Labor Comm. Probes 





“Killer” Cohen, 

















Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
In an attempt to keep its stock 
players engaged at all times Para- 
mount is sending a weekly list of 
available players to each studio, 
notifying who is available. 
Heretofore the major lots have 
refrained from open solicitation in 
farming out players. Belief has been 
that they could ask a bigger price 
if the producer seeking the player 
made the first bid. 
Incidentally, the State Labor 
Commission and the city police are 
investigating the number of indi- 
viduals who have picture players 
under contract, but who are not 
licensed as agents. Numerous cases 
of directors having players under 
contract, the director then selling 
his client to the studios. Few, if 
any, of these people are licensed 
agents. 
Some 62 licenses have been grant- 
ed to agents in Hollywood during 
the past year. With the influx of 
New York agents this number is 
expected to greatly increase this 
year, 


Par’s 8-Reel Indian Film 


Due for March Release 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Paramount is almost ready to 
release W. Douglas Burden’s film 
on the Indians of Canada. Picture 
is the result of two years work in 
the Northwest and Ontario. 
Film has been edited at, the local 
Paramount studic by Julian John- 
son and will go to the theatres syn- 
chronized in eight reels. Music for 
the film has been written by Kur 
Zheur, a Persian. Due for general 
release in March. 








Literary and Costly 


Louis Bromfield, novelist, will 
collaborate with Sidney Howard, 
playwright, on the adaptation of 
“Raffles” for Ronald Colman and 
U. A. 

This is an exceptional literary 
line-up. It is understood Howard 
gets $1,500 weekly from Samuel 
Goldwyn, while Bromfield, a novice 
to pictures, starts at $1,000 per. 





Team’s Limit Raised 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Laurel and Hardy comedies will 
not be confined to two reels in 
the future. Agreement with M-G 
is to lay out the pictures with two 
reels in mind, but if the material 
spills over to let it run. 

Also a probability that these two 
comics will be used in feature 
lengths during the year, 





M-@’S “OLIVER TWIST” 


Hollywood, Jan. 14, 

M-G will make a talker of “Oli- 
ver Twist,” planning to start the 
picture within the next two weeks, 
Lionel Barrymore directing. Dick- 
en’s story has been adapted by John 
B. Hymer and Sam Shipman, 

Story was made twice as a silent. 
First with Marie Doro and later 
with Jackie Coogan. No cast as 
yet chosen for its third appearance 
on the screen, 





Hy Daab on a Look 


Hy Daab has left New York to 
take a look at the Radio outfit on 
the Coast. 

Daab’s the guy who discovered 
Titan for Radio. He wants every- 
one to understand Titan is not 
spelled with an “i.” 





On Mexican Location 
Hollywood, Jan. 14, 
M-G will send its “Sea Bat” com- 
pany, Wesley Ruggles directing, on 
location off Mazatlan on the west 





“Here ’Tis” 


Yours Very Truly 


LITTLE JACK LITTLE 


Bigger and better than ever. 

Now at Radion Station WLW. 
This is positively my greatest radio 
season. 

Mr. Manager: Now.is the time to 
take advantage of the immediate 
publicity I can give my personal 
appearance booking. 

For open dates correspond with 
1238 Michigan avenue, Cincinnati. 


“RICH” OPENS LIBERTY, 
SEATTLE, TO $10,000 


Seattle, Jan. 14, 
(Drawing Population, 550,000) 
Weather: Snow 


Diversion for the midwinter show 
season was enlivened by the open- 
ing of the Liberty by the pioneer 
showmen, Jensen and Von Herberg 
the past week. Opening days to 
capacity with “Rich People” (Pathe) 
the opener. Wiring results excel- 
lent and an all sound policy. Scale 
is 15, 25, and 35. House revamped 
with new seats and wide screen. 
This marks Jensen-Von Herberg’s 
entry into downtown first run com- 
petish. Will book on open mar- 
ket and change weekly on Satur- 
days. 

Good attractions all over town 
last week but snow and cold cut 
attendance, street car service being 
tied up. 

“Navy Blues” vied with “Hot for 
Paris” for the high spot. “Sunny- 
side Up” had a great fifth week at 
the Coliseum (was three weeks at 
the Fox). Hamrick’s houses fared 
okay with “Show of Shows” looking 
good for four weeks at the Music 
Box. Orpheum was a big winner 
but Jack Russell's Musical Come- 
dians are having a hard time get- 
ting the masses started again to- 
ward the Pantages. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Seattle (Pub) (3,806; 25-60)— 
“Condemned” (UA). Ron and Don, 
latter at the organ; $10,000. 

Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)— 
“Navy Blues” (M-G). Haines 
draws; started great but thinned; 
cold weather maybe; $16,000. 

Fox (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)—“Hot 
for Paris” (Fox). Liked; $13,800. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
50-75) —“‘Wall Street” (Col). Tense 
picture won approval; $3,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
50-75)—“Show of Shows” (WB). 
Good week again; $6,250. 

Liberty (Jensen-Von Herberg) 
(2,000; 15-25-35)—“Rich People” 
(Pathe). Reopening of old fav 
house; plugged heavily in adver- 
tising campaign, using full page 
spreads, two colors, in dailies; good 


at $10,000. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-50) 
“Sunnyside Up” (Fox). Great for 
fifth week in town; $5,400. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,700; 25-60) 
—“The Racketeer” (Pathe), Pic- 
ture interesting but Johnson and 
Olson, with same old _ laughs, 
brought long lines opening days; 
Manager Sommers now in charge; 
$16,000. 

President (Duffy) (1,800; 25-$1)— 
“Let Us Be Gay” (Duffy Players). 
Good cast and class plays booked 
for future; should build; $3,100. 


EDITING “JOURNEY” 

Tiffany’s picture version of “Jour- 
ney’s End” is in the editing stage. 

Colin Clive, essayer of the Stan- 
hope role, returned to Europe last 
week after a rush a. w. 1 from Lon- 
don. 

Tiffany hopes to get the first 
print into an English nouse simul- 
taneously with the New York pre- 
miere sometime early in March. 
Plan, also, is to stage the interne- 
tional radio hook-up the night of 
the dual openings. 

















Waxman Next 
Publicity men are going on the 
swindle sheet pretty regularly of 
late through trips to the Coast. 
Next is A. P. Waxman of 
Warners. He leaves early next 
month. Jack Warner wants to talk 








the Long Island studios. 


coast of Mexico. South sea stuff. 


Chi Neighborhoods 








Rebuttal! 


Hollywood, Jan. 14, 

Viewers-with-alarm on some 
local sheets are using the Fox 
air tragedy to argue that pro- 
ducers should not make scenes 
endangering human life. In 
other words, cut out the fly- 
ing thrills. None of the writers, 
however, argue that passenger 
transportation should be stop- 
ped after the crash in New 
Mexico a few months ago. 

In the last 10 days of ’29 
there were 18 traffic deaths in 
this city. In 11 months there 
have been 389 killed in traffic, 
as opposed to 30 fatalities from 
air accidents during the year. 

Crash which took 10 lives, 
eight of them picture people, 
Was an airplane accident and 
not one staged for a picture 

scene. Producers have the fig- 
ures on traffic casualties ready 
in case further arguments 
against flying scenes come up. 














STAYING SILENT 


Kinograms Now Only Voiceless 
Newsreel in Field 





Kinograms is the only newsreel to 
continue silent, with no thought on 
the part of its heads to add sound 
immediately, due to cost and the 
competition from Fox-Movietone, 
Paramount, Metro, Pathe and U’s 
Talking Reporter. 

While it is hinted that Kinograms 
may later give itself talking as- 
pects, by having someone speak as 
in U’s reel, the chances are that it 
will remain silent. 

Kinograms figures that with other 
newsreel companies cutting out 
silents, a bigger field will be opened 
to it if it stays away from sound. 


a 3 


Newsreel Truck Overturns 
2 Fox-Hearst Men Hurt 


Chicago, Jan._14. 

While enroute from Chicago to 
Detroit a Fox-Hearst newsreel truck 
oveturned near South Bend, Ind., 
resulting in severe injuries to two 
men and complete demolition of the 
truck and apparatus by fire. Dam- 
age estimated at $40,000. 

Driver and sound man, M. Arey, 
Was severely burned, while Norman 
Alley, cameraman, escaped serious 
injury. 








Wood for “Kelly’’? 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

J. P. Kennedy is endeavoring to 
borrow Sam Wood from M-G to 
direct the revised version of “Queen 
Kelly,” Gloria Swanson picture. 

Film again went in for revision 
after a second start had been made. 
After several attempts to secure 
local composers who could fit the 
operatic trend the picture is now 
taking, .Kennedy engaged Franz 
Lehar to write the score in Berlin. 

Meanwhile, the story is in the 
hands of Delmar Daves for plot re- 
construction with Wood kibitzing 
and planning to meg if M-G agrees 
to the temporary transfer, 





NO REFEREE 


New York Supreme Court Justice 
Ford has denied an application by 
Ferdinand V. Lipporjni, Inc.,; for the 
appointment of a referee to take an 
accounting from Roberti Natalini 
for failure to turn over 40% of the 
money received by the defendent in 
the distribution of motion pictures 
in Cuba and Mexico. 

Defendant objected to the ap- 
pointment of a referee on the 
ground that the plaintiff has not 
showed itself entitled to an ac- 
counting, and because the defend- 
ant is suing the plaitniff in the Su- 
preme Court for damages for breach 
of agreement. The Luporini com- 
pany is also suing Natalini in the 
City Court on a note. 





MUST FILE NEW COMPLAINT 


William H,. Pritchard, suing Ci- 
nema Products for $22,500 commis- 
sions on the sale of $100,000 of 
goods, must file a new complaint, 
vnder a Supreme Court order. 

Pritchard’s lawyers failed to al- 
lege that he had performed his part 





it over with A. P. 


of the contract. 


-| with Martin Flavin, 





Using Big Screens 


As Offset to Loop Pre-Release Films 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Town is going for big screens in 
a big way. Plenty of neighborhood 
spots are grabbing’ at the idea to 
hold ’em from going down to the 
loop for their film fare. 

Real rush for wide film started 
when Emil Stern opened the new 
Pantheon with his Magnafilm, 
grabbing plenty of publicity and 
ruining biz for his competitors on 
the north side. FoHowing day, 
James Coston announced Magna- 
film for three National playhouses, 
the Avalon, Capitol, and Stratford, 
Stern then started suit against the 
Coston circuit for using the name 
Magnafilm, but dropped it when he 
discevered that his copyright on the 
title was not exclusive. 

A week later George Burdick 
joined the big screen procession at 
the west side American, but tagged 
his spread “Magnascr2en.” Other 
houses are now taking steps to in- 
stall the big sheet and the wide 
angle projection lenses. Fox Sheri- 
dan also has the wide screen and 
has had for some time. But only 
now is the house beginning to ex- 
ploit it as a boxoffice draw. 

Sudden jump to enlarged screens 
is the cheapness with which it is 
aecomplished. 

De luxe loop houses are not going 
for the big screens a’ all, being con- 
tent to sit back with their pre- 
release product. Evidently holding 
out for 70 or 65 mm. film or noth- 
ing in lieu of their first runs. 


M-C’s In and Outs 


A list of those being let out by 
M-G-M includes the name of Nils 
Asther whose contract, up Jan. 21, 
is not being renewed. -Asther is a 
Swedish actor brought over have a 
few years ago. 

Among others being turned loose 
are John Meehan, ‘author, whose 
contract terminated Jan. 7; Inez 
Berkey, artist, whose contract ends 
Jan. 22; Doris Sandford, contract 
up Jan, 22; Mary Forbes, contract 
expiring Jan. 15; Holmes Herbert, 
through Jan. 15; G, Sil-Vara, au- 
thor, without options taken on his 
contract ending Dec. 31; Helen Mil- 
lard, actress, out Jan, 15, and Edgar 
Smith, who was through Dec, 14. 

As against these, M-G-M has 
renewed several contracts, one of 
which goes to the Duncan Sisters 
for one year, including all personal 
appearances and vaude engage- 
ments. Agreement carries an option 
for an additional year. 

Among other contracts are those 
author-play<- 
wright, to write adaptations and 
treatments; Jack King, composer; 
Andy Rice, lyricist; William Hurl- 
burt, author-playwright, under a 
six Months’ contract with an option 
for one year;: George Wagener, lyre 
icist; J. Russell Robinson, come 
poser, and Helen Johnson, .rtist, 
for “The Song Writer,” with a sup- 
plementary agreement covering  oT- 
tions on services for a lonzer term. 


M-G’s Westerns 


Hollywood, Jan. 14, 

M-G will follow Paramount’s 
lead and increase its output of 
westerns. Larry Weingarten, who 
supervised the Tim McCoy stories, 
is looking for material. 

An early one will be based on the 
biography of Billy the Kid. 


“CASANOVA” IN COLOR 


Hollywood, Jan. 14, 

Paramount will do “Loves of 
Casanova,” by Arthur Schnitzler. 
Made in France as a silent, it was 
brought over under the quota laws 
by M-G-M a year ago and shown in 
the sure-seaters. Par’s production, 
according to plans, will make of it 
an all-color picture. 

Ludwig Berger, who directed 
“Vagabond King” for Par, has been 
assigned. No one has been selected 
for the title part. 

















Keaton’s War Background 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
M-G will give a war background 
to Buster Keaton’s next. Paul 
Dickey and Al Boasberg are now 
creating a yarn. 





Another Dressler- Moran 
Hollywood, Jan. 14, 
Marie Dressler and Polly Moran 
are to be featured in another M-G 
two reeler. Charles Reisner is con- 
cocting a story and will direct. 
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~TECHNICOLOR 
_is a Box-Olfice Name 


—advertise tt! 












Nn ORE than one hundred feature piec- 
tures—all or part Technicolor will 
be playing in Ameriea’s motion picture 
theatres in 1930. 
A year ago the big box-office draw was 
SOUND. 
Today it is TECHNICOLOR. 


Teehnicolor’s monster advertising cam- 
paign began in The Saturday Evening Post, 
issue dated January Ilth. 

Three pages in full color, costing $34,500 
for space alone, was the first smash. Three 
pages more in full eolor appear two weeks 
later. The campaign continues all year. 








In addition to The Post, this tremendous 
Campaign uses the motion picture fan 
magazines—Photoplay, Picture Play, 
Motion Picture Magazine, Metion Picture 
Classie, Screenland, Screen Book, Sereen 
Secrets and Film Fun— spreading the news 
of Technicolor pictures to a total of twenty- 
five million readers. Yesterday, today, to- 
morrow. 


From now on, they’ll know all about the 
latest Technicolor pictures. They’ll be 
looking for them. 


, TECH NICOLOR, INC. 
NEW YORK BOSTON HOLLYWOOD 
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SUCH MEN ARE DANGEROUS 


Elinor Glyn’s first movietone love drama— 
you know that spells box-office! And Mme. 
Glyn has put plenty of “it” in the story. 
Warner Boxter heads the cast which 
includes Catherine Dale: Owen, 


Hedda Hopper, Alberf Conti. 
O; D 

























ONE MAD KISS pracr 
i ° 
laughter, romance, music an m 
odie. Cast is neater Li compte eee 
tar, Who | 
Ou tie we overnight sensation. Also 


 ealimaa of 
Mona Maris, hitof“Romance 
Se rande”, Antonio Moreno andTom 


Patricola. Directed by Marcel Silver. 
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MEN WITHOUT WOMEN 


Movietone masterpiece of the U. S. Sub- 
marine Service. Directed by John Ford, the 
Gold Medal director, with Kenneth Mac- 
Kenna, Farrell Macdonald, Frank Albertson, 
Walter McGrail, Paul Page. Watch this 


remarkable drama land among the 
ten best pictures of 1930! ow 
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Behind the Keys 
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Hopewell, Va. 
Hopewell, which aspires to be 


Virginia’s foremost industrial town, 
will have a new theatre remodeled 
out of the Woodworth building at 
Broadway and Hopewell streets. 
Frank Harris, also operating the 
Strand in Hopewell and the Palace, 
Petersburg, will wire the house and 
open it in February as the New 
Harris. 





Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Robert Hampton has been trans- 

ferred from management of the Best 

theatre to the Publix-Saenger house 

at Alexandria, La. Robert Drake 

succeeds him here. 

iiailicaiads 

Clarinda, Ia. 

Fire in operating booth of the 

Armory theatre Jan. 2 caused $2,000 

damages to films and equipment. 
Theatre was empty. 





Burlington, Ia. 
Claire Stover, organist at the 
Rialto for two years, has been ap- 
pointed assistant manager of Blank’s 
Palace in Burlington. 
Beach, Fla. 
has been named 
Publix-Beaux Arts 


Palm 

J. W. Brandon 

manager of the 
theatre: here. 





Buffalo, N. Y. 
Seneca, new Publix house in 
South Buffalo, opened Jan. 11 on a 
straight sound policy, Shea Oper- 
ating Co.,.managing. House seats 
about, 2,000.and is located in a fresi- 
dential district. 


Steubenville, O. 
Cc. M. Urling announced he has 
acquired the property adjoining his 
Rex theatre and will construct a 
theatre on the site. 
: Hertford, N. C. 
Talker competition is too strong 
to permit rejuvenation of the Rex 


November by Lambert and Shackel- 
ford. 

Ezra Skirboll has apparently 
abandoned his small town chain 
ideaby turning the Montrose the- 
atre, Montrose, Cal, over to R. E. 
Houck after a month’s operation. 

J. A. Lisy has taken over the Mis- 
sion theatre (600), Glendora, Cal., 
from E. L. Franck. 

La Mesa is the new name given 
the Davis theatre, Mesa, Cal., by 
Cc. E. Lewinson and C. E. Gleason, 
who take it over from R. W. Davis. 








theatre here as a silent house. It Sioux City, Ia. 
expired last summer after a jam Robert Fulton, manager of the 
—_ o's yee HM, Gy SR Nees Princess, goes to the Broadway 
of trade. Straightened out, house, | (Publix), Council Bluffs, las Fulton 
only oe town, couldn't atand | 5, succeeded here by F. C. Croson, 
wire competition of 12 and eight 


miles away and has closed again. 
Middletown, O. 

reported leasing for 25 

2,000 capacity pro- 


Publix is 
years house of 


Cost claimed at $500,000, 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 
A. Brown Parkes, manager of the 
Saenger here, goes to the Saenger- 
Publix in Hattiesburg, Miss. 





Ogden, Utah. 
J. D. Marpole, of San Francisco, 
succeeds F. L. Clawson as, manager 
of the local Public Orpheum. 
Los ‘Angeles. 
Five southern’ California indie 
houses under new management for 
the new year. Herman Schwartz 
has sold the local Gem theatre to 
Paul Neuerburg. Harry H. Hicks 
is appointed manager. 
Division theatre, Los Angeles, has 
been reopened by H. R. Wakerman 
and T. .W..Henderson. Closed in 








| 





| 





from the Fremont, Fremont, Neb. 
Rockford, Tl 
Louis St. Pierre, local city man- 
ager for Publix, has been promoted 


posed for construction in this town. | tO district manager for northern 


Indiana. He will headquarter at 
the New Colfax, South Bend, with 
15 houses to supervise. 
Waterloo, Ia. 
William Collier, manager of the 
Palace and Waterloo Theatres, un- 
der the Diebold interests, has re- 
signed. Milton Nichols, assistant 
manager at the Paramount, succeds 
him, 
Charles City, Ia. 
Mrs. J. C. Norman, operating the 
Gem theatre in connection with the 
Hildreth theatre, has purchased the 
former house from the Knights of 
Columbus for a reported $40,000. 
Madrid, Ia. 
New projection machine and sound 
equipment in the Lyon theatre, re- 























Convenient New 


PAY AS YOU PLAY 
Plan Now Available 











Recording Equipments on 


Leases 





Daily or Yearly Period 


The Sound 
of Success 


Recording and 
Reproducing 


Equipment 
De Luxe 


Producers and Exhibitors Alike...must con- 
sider Sound Quality above. every other detail 
of Production and Exhibition. . . . 
is “Sound-Wise” and Tonal Quality is Indispens- 


able to Success. 


POWERS CINEPHONE RECORDERS Photo- 
graph on Film Every Delicate Inflection of the 
Human Voice and All Notes of All Instruments 
with Clear, Full-Toned Fidelity. 


‘POWERS CINEPHONE THEATRE EQUIP- 
MENTS Reproduce Every Sound Recorded on 
Film or on Discs with Crystal-Clear Clarity— 
Without Distortion at High Point Volume. 


POWERS CINEPHONE Instills “A Dominant 
Personality into the Picture and the Playhouse.” 


The Public 








POWERS CINEPHONE EQUIPMENT CORP. 


Powers Building 


723 Seventh Avenue 


New York City, N. Y. 








cently opened in the Hotel Arie 
building by Elmer Domlonavit, dam- 
aged beyond repair by fire of un- 
known origin the first week house 
was opened. 

Domlanovit was operating the 
machine when the film burst into 
flame. Fire was confined to the 
booth and the manager escaped 
without serious injury. 





Rockford, Ill. -~ 
Contract for the new Auburn the- 
atre will be let late’ this month. 
Work scheduled to start Feb. 1. 
Theatre will seat 675. J. Watson of 
Freeport lessee and operator. 
Springfield, O. 
Construction early this year of a 
vaudfilm house to seat 2,500, an- 
nounced here by Phil Chakeres, of 
the Springfield Theatres Co., sub- 
sidiary of the Schine iriterests, Cost 
is set at $750,000. 
The Laurier, Publix owned, Woon- 
socket, R. I., closed Jan. 11. 





$5 Raise in Two Years for 
Chi Operators—7-Day Wk. 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Booth operators will get an in- 
crease of $2.50 a week fe 1930 and 
an equal increase jn 1931. This is 
under the terms of the new con- 
tract signed betweer thé exhibs and 
the operators’ union here. 
Operators had been fighting for a 
six day week with no increase, ex- 
cept extra pay for the half hour 
they work before actual filming. 
Under the new contract they will 
still continue to work seven days 
but with the option of taking one 
day off a week minus pay. Union 
refused to negotiate ‘with the indie 
group and-forced them t- accept 
the same terms. 


FILM THEATRE ON HOOKUP 


Paramount, Brooklyn, held the 
first of its radio broadcasts today 
(Tuesday) from the stage of the 
theatre. Program was chained over 
the Columbia System through 
WABC. 

Eight mikes around the theatre 
picked up*the customers’ voices as 
they sang a theme song. 


NORTHWEST NAME CHANGES 


Publix will change the names of 
its Seattle and Portland theatres, 
in those cities, to Paramount, This 
is in accordance with an adopted 
policy for major theatres through- 
out the circuit. 

These northwest changes will be 
made immediately. 








Byrne at Beacon 
John J. Byrne, of Newark, has 
been appointed by Harry kL 
Charnas as manager of the lately 
opened Warner’s (Beacon, New York, 
to succeed Charles G. Garfield. 





Hearing on Colo. Sunday 
Law Comes Up Jan. 20 


Denver, Jan. 14. 

District Attorney J. A. Phelps, 
of Ordway, has dug up a 70-year- 
old Sunday blue law as a Christ- 
mas present for the amusement 
business in Colorado. Law pro- 
vides fines of from $50 to $100 for 
theatrés, circuses, etc., operating on 
the Sabbath. . 

D. J. Mooney of the Princess the- 
atre, Ordway, Colo., was arrested 
and tried before a liberal minded 
judge who dismissed the case. 
However, the D. A. appealed and 
the case will be argued before the 
Supreme Court Jan. 20. 





CARTOON BANKRUPTCY 


Out-of-the-Inkwell Films, Inc., 
producers of Max Fleischer’s ani- 
mated »cartoon, New York, filed a 


voluntary petition in bankruptcy 
Jan. 13, Liabilities were listed at 
$141,665 and assets unknown. Pe- 
tition bore the signature of Alfred 
Weiss, president. 

David Fleischer, brother of Max, 
was. rezently awarded a judgment 
against the corporation for $27,800 
for alleged breach of contract. He 
now has an action pending in the 
Supreme Court for specific per- 
formance and an accounting. 


B-K P. A.’S CHANGE 
Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Further B. & K. publicity changes 
send Henry Kahn to Detroit as as- 
sistant to David Lipton. Milton 
Levy steps into Kahn’s post as as- 
sistant to Les Kaufman, general ex- 
ploitation man, 

C. A. Leonard, handling McVick- 
er’s, takes over the local, United 
Artists, leaving Lloyd Lewis to look 
after the Chicago and Roosevelt. 





Laughlin Coastbound 
Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Jack Laughlin, B.*& K. stager, 
who came over to the organization 
when it acquired the Marks Bros.’ 
houses, is leaving April 1 upon ex- 
piration of his contract. 

Laughlin returns to the coast to 
go with Fox on the studio end. 





Behrman on “Liliom” 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Sam Behrman is due here Feb. 1 


‘to join the Fox writing staff. First 


assignment will be the dialog for 
“Liliom” and Janet Gaynor. Sonya 
Levien preparing the screen treat- 
ment. 

HHayden Talbot, English play- 
wright, has joined the Fox writers. 





Jack Cohn West 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Jack Cohn, of Columbia, is due 
here Jan. 22. 
Leaves New York this Saturday. 
Harry Cohn may return east with 
him. 











BESSIE LOVE 


“Road Show” 


M-G-M Picture 


and remember it is Max Factor’s. 


tion. Address: S, 


STUDIO, HOLLYWOOD, CALI 


Max Factor’s 
PANCHROMATIC 
nd TECHNICOLOR 
MAKE-UP 














for the screen 








Max Factors Make-Up 
Used Exclusively 


Freedom from “Make-Up Consciousness” gives an — to portra 
straight characters in a true-to-life way. 36% of Ha yw ped a5 
found this an important quality of Max Factor’s Make-Up. 


When you see Bessie Love in “Road Show,” note the perfect make-up... 


‘0od’s stars have 


Your inguiry on any make-up problem will receive immediate attention, No obliga- 
pecial Service eri 


Dept., MAX FACTOR MAKE-UP 
Hollywood Blvd. at Highland Ave. 


At All Leading Drug Stores 


Max Factor’s 
Theatrical Make-U 
FOR THE STAG 
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' TRADE PAPER 







“~w® tell the story of 
PARAMOUNT SUPREMACY?! 





“THE MIGHTY” IN 3rd WEEK AT RIVOLI, NEW YORK 
(2100 seats) BEATS HOUSE RECORD BY $19,300! 








VARIETY’S ANNUAL POLL SHOWS GEORGE BANCROFT 
_FILMDOM'S LEADING BOX OFFICE STAR! 


—_ re ge ea cmnatel nent ae 





- 








“THE LOVE PARADE” PLAYS TO S. R.0. 9th WEEK $2 
CRITERION, N. Y. domes 2 OPENINGS IN OTHER CITIES 


— —_— —_ — 


















PARAMOUNT THEATRE, N.Y., WITH “POINTED HELLS” 
TOPS ALL PREVIOUS RECORDS BY 96, 2001 











“VAGABOND KING ” ACCLAIMED AT COAST PRE-VIEWS 
GREATEST ALL-TECHNICOLOR HIT TO DATE! 



















SMART EXHIBITORS GRABBING PARAMOUNT’S NEW 
ll BITS: FOR SPRING RELEASE AT RECORD SPEED! 
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Party Girl’ Is Daringly Different Motion Picturely 


By REGINA CREWE, 
Motion Picture Editer N. Y. American. 
tg “Party Girl’ a picture that 

is rather daringly different 
has come to the screen of the 
Gaiety Theatre. 


And it promises highly 
for subsequent productions from 
the group that sponsors it— 
Tiffany. 

Toned down for screen pur- 
poses the story is about “call” 
or “party” girls. who earn their 
purple and fine lingerie by en- 
taining tired business men. They 
are listed in the files of an in- 
dustrious lady who objecis to 
heing called “Madam,” and who 
arranges parties for business 
organizations entertaining buy- 
ers. It is the work of the girls 
to sce that orders come the way 
of the host. For this they are 
well paid and in addition are 
enabled to Go quite a lot with 
side line. 


- 1: 
| 


Ax 
cee Beit SUsgstttrssreco eves. 


discovered a triangle consisting 
of young Douglas Fairbanks 
the wild son of a ‘manufacture: 


kts party girls, the father’ 
whom the son is erigaged, and 


| Says 


Loff; o 





Judith Barrie, one of. the p 


racketeers. The boy is trick 4] 


into marrying Judith 

explained, is rather in 
need of a husband just at the 
time. There,w plenty of ex- 
citement and lots of “it” in the 
Dict ure, 

Miss Loff, one of the screen’s 
most beautiful blondes, con- 
tributes the best work she has 
thus far offered, and in addi.~ 


.tion surprises even her. friends 
a} with the tonal qualities of a 


most cimpatica voice. .Doubt- 


“ £¢@¢7.2 + 
ass Seer x 


ETT ESSER LALA 


5 HTE 
SILVERMAN 
S* VARIETY ” 


“A WARM 
PICTURE ONA 

WARM SUBJECT 
THAT WILL 

BRING THEM IN” 


A MONEY /“ 
PICTURE. 


LI 


The New Photoplay 


"Party Girl,’ Jazz. Story of Modern Business, 
on View at the Gaiety. 


Tiffany has taken the jazz atmosphere of movie college 
Stories and transferred it, theme songs and all, to a tale of 
“odern business. “Party Girl,” now at the Gaiety, preaches 
a little sermon on the business methods of this country. If, as 
‘it would-seem, the wheels of industry are turned only by gin, 
the Wall Street crash came none too soon. 











N.Y. AMERICAN 








TIFFANY PRODUCTIONS INC. 


729-S$-EVENTH AVE. 


NE We YORK CTY: 
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HERE'S THE PROOF / 
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| AND SWEEPING THE CO UNTRY 








With 
Conway Tearle 
Virginia Valli 


Ricardo Cortez BOSTON 


GLOBE 
A Smashing Special For Exploi- a re By-og BOSTON 
tation, as Shown by Boston Run Tiffany's all atitatking special, “The )©6O HERALD 
Where All Records Were Virginia’ Valli and. Ricardo. Gortos, Tin 


Virginia’ Valli and Ricardo Cortoz, Timely in its subject and almost con- 
posting @ Fagen ggme cast, is at the tinyously interesting in its development 
Broken. aT. 3 is “The Lost Zeppelin,” now to be 


oS . at the Park Theatre. Even the tack 
— CASH IN NOW! 


BOSTON 


ZEPP THRILLER 
Pos Sc PACKS "EM IN 
jeden rahe AT PARK 


he m¢ nating gare of adyenture and of 
: dirigible an ite frepical” ctermss p love, of the great open 

through the blizzard het. re spaces ang of polar explération, 
yeeps 4 big ship down upon during hi are among the highlights of 


puth ee y “The Lost Zeppelin,” now being 
BOSTON Zeppelin,” 


shown at thé Park, 

shee + oF Frem_ the inferest and 

, RA date noe enthusiasm, “The Lost Zeppelin” 
N S C [2 DT ; ‘established Itself in_the matter 

of merit{ The-tnding of the pic- 


‘turé is filled with dramatic 
power. 











“The Lost Zeppelin” is caleu- 
Tated to do all thesé things and exploit 
all these scare-head items. ‘That it does 


TIFFANY PRODUCTIONS INC.| 
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Talking 


Shorts 





“LADRONES” (NIGHT OWLS) 
All Spanish Dialog | 
With Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy! 
Comedy 
36 Mins. 
Loew’s 116th St., New York 

Roach Metrotone 


Spanish version of a _ regular 
Laurel-Hardy two-reeler padded Out | 
to four reels. Rates very good for| 
Spanish speaking neighbs in the U. | 
S., but has no native Spanish at-| 
mosphere. 

Real Spaniards will likely squirm | 
at the enunciation of their tongue | 
and the interjection of several Eng- | 
lish words may complicate things, | 
but it doesn’t make much difference | 
as, in the English print, neither 
comic talks any more than he has} 
to. . 

There’s a difference between} 


Spanish speaking neighbs and real | 
Castillians. Locals in this prticular | 
sector are mostly Mexicans, Portu- | 
guese, Porto Ricans, Filipinos and} 
West Indians speaking Spanish dia- 
lects. True Spanish to them is as 
strange as English, so they enjoy | 
both no matter how or when spoken } 
when presented as entertainment | 


because they consider themselves | 
part of one or both—Spaniards and | 
Americans. But this short proved | 
the theatre’s biggest draw, break- | 
ing records on a two-day stand. 


It’s a skit about a police chief who 
is rankled over a paper headline 
inferring his possible ousting. He 
takes it out on goofy cop. Latter, 
to make good, convinces Laurel and 
Hardy to frame a robbery. They 
pick the chief’s house, so everybody 
ends up wrong. 

Disregarding dialog, comedy pan- 
tomime itself is good hoke, Dialog 
is Gown to a minimum, most of it 
being expostulatory idioms, single 
words or very brief phrases, making 
picture mostly pantomime with 
sound. 

Customers’ reaction was tabbed 
in the following lobby remarks: 

“Pretty punk. Actors show 
knowledge of Spanish.” 

“Not so bad, but if they want to 
make good Spanish pictures, why 
not use Spanish actors. I never 
knew that the words ‘block’ and 
‘change’ were Spanish.” 

“Splendid. Give us some more.” 

“Fun, especially in this neighbor- 
hood.” 

“] like very much always Spanish 
—and how!” 


no 





“THE BARBERS’ COLLEGE” 
Comedy 
12 Mins. 
Colony, New: York 
Pathe 

Another of the George LeMaire 
short series for Pathe, along the line 
LeMaire is establishing. Where that 
has proven acceptable previously 
this one will do. It is low comedy 
all the way, much of it rough and 
most of it messy slapstick. Behind 
the keys it should almost be certain 
with its laughs. 

A husband’s continual absence 
from home and a suspicious wife is 
explained through attending a bar- 
bers’ School, to graduate and take 
up that art. The barbers’ school 
on graduating day with the lectur- 
ing professor getting the bird three 

_ times from a scholar, much to the 
evident delight of the remainder of 
the class and audience. 

Then to the regular. barber shop, 
with George LeMaire as the straight 
and Lew Hearn as the comedy bar- 
ber. Commences the slapstick. Cus- 
tomers are cut, have their faces 
cemented when asking for a mud 
bath and their hair clipped all off 
for a haircut. 

The wife adopts a ruse to hear 
what her husband thinks of her 
while she is preparing for a close 
bob in his chair with a towel over 
her face. She hears plenty, chases 
him around and finally knocks him 
out. Before that finish occurs, Le- 
‘Maire has manhandled a couple of 
customers, giving a stew an internal 
highball when he insists that the 
barber’s concoctions on the shelf 
are liquor bottles. The highball 
starts with a piece of ice down his 
throat, with the liquor following and 
his head then shaken. 

Not exhilirating exactly, but hold- 
ing sevéral laughs even for the hard 
boiled. Sime. 
“DRUMMING IT IN” 

With Raymond McKee 

Two-reel Comedy 

17 Mins. 

Loew’s New York, N. Y. 
Educational 

Very weak comedy two-reeler 
only suitable for the smallest of the 
wired houses. 

Material must have been scarce to 
have filmed this one. Harks back 
to sloppiest of slapstick and the 
thinnest of ‘situations. Everything 
revolves around the silly romance of 
a rich uncle’s nephew. and steno, 
culminating in a palatial country 
home with the old man trying to 
keep them from marrying.and, as a 
result, chasing them all over the 
house, the preacher conducting the 
ceremony on the run. 

Jack White pruduced and McKee 
and his support cast, including Lor- 

ayne Duval and Philip Smiley, do 
nothing to establish themselves indi- 


UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL 
Newscasting 
9 Mins. 
Strand, New York 
Universal 

First of U’s “talking reporter” 
newsreels, with Graham McNamee, 
was given its first general release 
last Thursday (Jan. 9). It obtained 
11 clips, all interesting from either 
a news, action or laugh standpoint, 
and good anywhere where there’s 
wire. 

Outstanding shots were those 
showing a British racing driver 
killed when his car overturned dur- 


ing a race; crack Italian cavalry 
going through their stunts; shot of 
the White House after the fire; Jap 
wrestlers kowtowing to each other 


| before giving each other the works; 


stunts on a pole stretched across a 
swimming pool, and an interesting 
speed boat race in which a collision 
is narrowly averted. 

Graham McNamee, by arrange- 
ment with NBC, is the “talking re- 
porter,” and does a reat job of it, 


building up the shots for more in- | 
| terest than they would normally re- 


ceive. 

Fact that the shots were not audi- 
bly recorded was given no attention, 
and it proved a pleasing entertainer 
when previewed at this house. 


U will issue the néwsree)] bi- 
weekly. In New York the local 
“Evening World” is credited as 
working in conjunction with U. U 
has also hooked up with 52 other 
dailies throughout the country, 


which will be credited in their re- 
spective towns. 

With its silent newsreel] and Gra- 
ham, McNamee giving. it sound 
through speech, Universal appears 
to have something worth while, as 
a newsreel and a comedy possibil- 
ity. In this week’s issue, Universal’s 
first with the famed announcer, 
McNamee, while getting away from 
the “caption” idea in talking, has 
not gone in for any verbal comedy 
socks. He has just made it inter- 
esting enough and holds sufficient 
attention without detracting from 
the pictured scenes, to make you 
almost forget this reel is without 
actual sound attached. McNamee 
does not show at any time. 

If Mr. McNamee can do that at the 
outset, he is limitless when grasping 
the full scheme and its opportuni- 


ties for kidding, which will often 
arise. The*:New ‘York - Universal 
hook-up is with “The Evening 
World.” 


Several good newsy clips, one of 
a baby christening in an airplane 
and the most important as well as 
sightly, the society ice carnival held 
in New York. Other than a couple 
of more spot news events, remain- 
der are of the library sort, with the 
Colony seemingly running the entire 
reel. That was sensible, but perhaps 
with McNamee talking, necessary. 

Anyhow, Universal seems to have 
hit upon something, with perhaps 
McNamee’s added salary to the sil- 
ents making up the difference now- 
adays of'-turning out. newsreels 
sound as against the production 





cost of silents. Bime. 
BLANCHE SWEET ‘ 
“Always Faithful” 

Sketch 

16 Mins. 

Strand, New York - 


Vitaphone No. 3334 

One of those nondescript dramatic 
pills leaving the perplexed spectator 
wondering on the point or moral, if 
any. Nothing to recommend it ex- 
cept the interest in Blanche Sweet 
as a silent screen name. Better for 
small than the big houses, 

A wife contemplates but does not 
consummate infidelity. It is never 
made clear that the husband, seated 
in a high-back chair, has heard the 
damaging évidence or was asleep all 
the while. True, he does throw the 
boy-friend’s overcoat out the win- 
dow when the wife isn’t looking, but 
the symbolism is entirely too vague 
and befogged to risk interpretation. 

Three characters, two men and 
Miss Sweet, and all -simply conver- 
sational automatons. Hopelessly 
sterile in idea and execution of the 
eternal triangle. It is an unhappy 
medium for introducing Miss Sweet 
to talkers. 

In her time Miss Sweet was of 
screen importance and a dramatic 
actress of much charm and talent. 
There must presumably be a wide- 
spread remembrance of her and this 
angle should be given consideration. 

Land, 


COW CAMP BALLADS 
Comedy with Songs 
10 Mins. ‘ 
Stanley, New York 
Paramount 

Released several months ago, this 
probably has played through the 
larger stands by now. Well made 
and suited to any house without be- 
ing particularly distinctive. 


A quartet of cowhands is re- 
hearsing several ballads prepara- 
tory to leaving for Hollywood to 


crash talking pictures,. The stran- 
gers who approach the ranch owner 
for jobs, and are refused, join the 
cowhands and deliver a couple of 
their own numbers. One is the 








Vidually. Char. 


a? 


highlight among the short’s interest- 





Miniature Reviews 


Film reviews in _ this 
issue of “Variety” are here 
condensed according to _ the 
opinion of “Variety’s” review- 
ers. This will be continued 
weekly. 

Full reviews as herein 
printed are written in the 
usual style and length. 








“Her Private Affair” (Pathe). 
Strong drama of a wife who 
forgot but not for too long; 
of a murder without detectives, 
and Ann Harding. With Miss 
Harding’s fast developing 
screen popularity and splene 
did performance, she is the 
picture, and may be heavily 
boomed. There is an appeal to 
women in this talker, 

“Glorifying the American 
Girl’ (Par). Only moderate 
entertainment and runs 96 
minutes. Exploitable but can’t 
meet. superlatives if given in 
billing. 

“The Aviator” (W. B.). Aver- 
age programmer with laughs. 
Safe enough all over. 

“Behind the Makeup” (Par). 
‘Backstage talker okay for all 
over, but best possibilities 
away from key stands. 

“Navy Blues (M-G). Holds 
littie outside the Haines and 
Anita Page names. But that’s 
enough. Where they don’t like 
Haines—no chance. 

“Blaze o’ Glory” (Sono-Art). 
Reedited into fair programer 
for average house. 

“The Rampant Age” (Con- 
tinental). Weak indie all- 
| talker which can get. by in the 
daily . changes and lesser 
houses, partly on the title. 











ing assortment of ranch ballads— 
a wailing ditty titled “Bu-l-o0-o-d.” 
Owner, irritated by the noise, fires 
the quartet a week before they 
planned to blow for Hollywood, and 
engages the two strangers.. Men 
reveal they have just come. from 
Hollywood after finding cowboys 
aren’t much-in demand. Finish has 
them breaking into another ballad, 
with the owner joining the chorus. 
Song numbers make the short.. -Di- 
rected by Robert C. Bruce. 
Bang. 





S-T-A-R 
“The Voice of Hollywood” 
Radio Novelty 
10 Mins. 
Colony, New York 
; Tec. Art. - 

A novelty short good anywhere. 
Full of interest, action and “names.” 
If the first of this character, it’s 
almost sure to catch on, if it can be 
followed by others. The announcer, 
Reginald Denny, entioned that 
anyone in the audiénce wishing to 
ask’ question on pictures could ad- 
‘dress the letter to S-T-A-R, care 
of the theatre where seen, and it 
would be answered. This suggests a 
national hookup with STAR of 
Holiywood. This is a second review, 
unrequested. 

As the title indicates, it is of a 
radio station. Mr. Denny as the very 
pleasing announcer mentions the 
attraction for the evening. As named 
they are seen instead of only heard, 
and are also heard, Julian Biltinge 
in costume leads a girl number, then 
speaks through the mike. Paul 
Whiteman is given a comedy in- 
itiation before the crowded Break- 
fast Club in Hollywood. A male 
organ grinder impérsonates Helen 
Kane’s singing voice, while a couple 
of film colony girls, Anita Page and 
Julia Faye, humorously diseuss the 
long skirt. 

Bobby Vernon, as the short’s own 
comic, runs through the picture at- 
tempting to play a French horn. A 
sub-billing calls the STAR station, 
“The Voice of Hollywood.” 

Quite an idea in this short, really 
adapting the television scheme to 
the radio station’s mike, for a cork- 
ing short that can stand repetition 
as long as the names and faces of 
Hollywood's best knowns may be 
placed in them. i 


Sime. 
“HOT—AND HOW” 
Comedy ‘ 
16 Mins. 
New York, New York 
Educational 

Old style two reel comedy of the 
hall and bedroom chase type, and, 
while all-dialog, oddly enough de- 
pends, in the old way, entirely on 
situations rather than conversation 
for langhs. Can easily pass where 
they formerly swallowed the silent 
slapsticks and the talk may enlarge 
its field. 

Nothing new in mixed couples 
chasing in and out of bedrooms and 
nding each othér under the sheets 
—there innocently enough, of course 
—for laughs. In this instance con- 
cerns a secretly married pair, young 
girl on the make, goofy kibitzer, and 
ma and pa of the on-the-make girl 
House party provides a chance for 
some singing and dancing at the 
start. 

None of the playérs featured. It’s 
a Jack White production and RCA 
sounded. Bige. 





HER PRIVATE AFFAIR 


(ALL DIALOG) 


Pathe preduction and Ann 
(Harding starred. Directed by Paul Stein 
from the Francis Edward Faragoh adapta- 
tion of the Henri Bernstein play, ‘The 
Right to Kill."" Dialog directed by Rollo 
Lloyd, Cameraman, Dave Abel. Sound 
men, D. A. Cutler and W. C. Brown. 
Asst. Dir., E. J. Babille. At Colony, New 
York, week Jan. 10. Running time, 70 
minutes. 

Vera Kessler.......-.+++++--Ann Harding 
Judge Kessler..... Harry Bannister 


eeteeere 


Carl Weld... cscecsnnecscecess John Loder 
Julia Sturm...........++...-Kay Hammond 
Michael Sturm..... ecceccncseos Arthur Hoyt 
‘Dr. Zeigier....+++. esse» Willlam Orlamond 
Arnold Hartmann......Lawford Davidson 
SI. < cea h se cbecece eseee+Bimer Ballard 


District Attornmey........s+* Frank Reicher 


Pathe has a peach of a star in 
Ann Harding, one of the few legits 
who have been able to break through 
the talkers to boxoffice popularity. 
In “Her Private Affair,” Miss Hard- 
ing is well fitted and she plays the 
gone wrong wife as well. It’s good 
drama for anywhere and where Miss 
Harding is not as yet b.o. heavy, the 
picture can stand. its own exploita- 
tion. Women may, be more attracted 
by the story than the men. 

The wife after a spat with her 
husband-Judge, goes to Italy. There 
She méets and fails for a society 
blackmailer. She writes letters to 
him. But she leaves him as she met 
him, for which, later, she has cause 
to be thankful. He follows her back, 
blackmails her for money, as he did 
to .other women, but unlike the 
others, he also-wants the wife. When 
forcing her to "come to his apart- 
ment, and she has to maneuver to 
leave the opera to do that, she 
shoots him with his own gun in a 
struggle. 

The man’s valet is arrested and 
tried before the same judge. A jury 
acquits him. Meanwhile, the wife 
has left her husband, conscience and 
terror stricken, but her crime re- 
mains a mystery. On a New Year's 
Eve, when the wife is inveigled to a 
nite club celebration, she meets the 
valet, who makes her confess, and 
meets at the same time her hus- 
band, to whom she confesses. 

In between are scenes of the 
gaiety in the restaurant and the 
court room. Besides a story that 
never becomes as tense as it should 
have been, as taken from the stage 
play, “The Right to Kill.” Except 
when Miss Harding is in her mo- 
ments of horror and stress, the story 
loses its gaining strength. 

Even «> the exceptional perform- 
ance b» i star, as the wife, car- 
ries it along; and she always has 
the sympathy of the audience. 
Henry Bannister as the Judge turns 
in a fine piece of work with a voice 
that will carry him a long distance 
in high on the talking screen. Other 
roles were well done by Elmer Bal- 
lard as the valet and Kay Ham- 


{mond as a social friend. 


Production of the finished sort, 
with expert direction. Sime. 


* . . . 
Glorifying American Girl 
(ALL DIALOG) 

(5% Color) 

Paramount production and release, fea- 
turing Mary Eaton. Directed by Mil- 
lard Webb. Story by J. P. McEvoy and 
Millard Webb, Music and lyrics by Wal- 
ter Donaldson, Irving Berlin, Dave Stam- 
per and Larry Spier. Ballet ensembles by 
Ted Shawn. Finales by John Harkrider. 
Chief cameraman, George Folsey. Eddie 
Cantor, Helen Morgan in revue scenes. At 
the Paramount, New York, week of Jan. 
10. Running time, 96 mins. 

Gloria Hughes. i iecescetea. ...Mary Eaton 
BUGGY. e\cecsacies ..-Edward Crandall 






WRRURIN soc cb etc hv csicctsSevetees Olive Shea 
BRUIROR. 6c ccc gvecdoeceteccnccesgces Dan Healey 
Mooriey..... Lee ..Kaye Renara 
pe er Sarah Edwards 

Production values ‘and names 
rather than plot, narrative, or 


humor will have to carry this one. 
Too much aqua pura has trickled 
under the trestle since the backstage 
formula was first promulgated by 
Hollywood. Six months ago “Glori- 
fying” would have seemed a lot bet- 
ter. It was finished then, but the 
editing, cutting and remakes delayed 
release. Today it’s not hotter than 
moderate program divertisement. 
Much money has been poured into 
“Glorifying.” What’s visible in the 
finished product is itself a mint full. 
Not appearing on the screen, but 
probably looming large on the cost 
sheet is the accumulated charge- 
offs for scenarios, adaptations, and 
material never used, the Ziegfeld 
hook-up, royalty rights, etc., to for- 
mer song and comedy material from 
previous “Follies.” Paramount will 
probably be happy to liquidate and 
not worry too much about profit. 
This is not to underestimate or 
belittle the value of the title, “Glori- 
fying the American Girl,” the classic 
phrase that carries box office be- 
cause implying feminine gorgeous- 
ness. But the “Follies” have too 
often been screened so that, like 
“Abie’s Irish Rose,” the original 


tern. Final plot, after so many 
scripts were. found wanting, is so 
reminiscent of dozens of other films, 
many of them from Paramount it- 
self, that “Glorifying” ends as just 
another picture. 

Long Uelay in releaSing the pic- 
ture was a bad break for Mary 
Eaton, featured. She appeared per- 
functorily in “Cocoanuts,” but really 
has something to do in “Glorifying.” 
And she does it well. Miss Eaton 
is one of the best known Broadway 





i 


dancing ingenues and herself ja 
Ziegfeld aiumnus. 
It may or may not be unfortunate 


from her angle that the role is rath- 


seems but another of a familiar pat-: 


. 





she loves, because her ambition 
blinds her and she consents to the- 


hypocritical stage mother. 

An opportunity for dramatic 
punch, whether authentic or not, 
was missed in not developing the. 


emotional denouement. Not that 
this would have been new, but at 
least it would have made for great- 
er plot engrossment and less reli<. 
ance upon color splurges for the pic< 
ture’s fade-out. . 4 

Miss Eaton does both toe work 
and taps, also singing well. She 
photographs beautifully. There are 
practically no established dancing 
girls in pictures under regular con- 
tract. And there ought to be a de- 
mand, 

Mostly unknowns in the cast. Ed- 
ward Crandall, juvenile, is good 
looking and okay as an actor. That 
about sums up Olive Shea, the bru- 
nette who takes the boy from the 
blonde Miss Eaton. Dan Healey, to 
Broadway an intimate, but not a 
household word in Oshkosh, smartly 
impersonates a Times Square hoofer 
who is also a heel. Sarah Edwards 
is a seasoned legit trouper. 

Revue scenes, added after the pic- 
ture was finished, are highlighted by 
Eddie Cantor’s clothing store skit, 
a laugh riot. This was done in a 
former Winter Garden stage revue 
years ago and is ascribed to Harold 
Atteridge’s authorship, although 
Cantor probably developed the busi- 
ness, 

As projected at the Paramount, 
New York, picture had frequent use 
of the wide screen for marginal em- 
bellishment a la symbolism. With 
the color and costumes it tended to 
increase the impression of costli- 
ness, On that score it’s every inch 
Paramount. 

Promising much, it can hardly be 
denied that “Glorifyme” fails to de- 
liver full weight. Trade judgment 
would place the blame with the au- 
thors and the general confusion of 
the whole enterprise, with its three 
year history of change and post- 
ponement. Millard Webb's direc- 
tion within the mould at his disposal 
was entirely competent. 





THE AVIATOR 


(ALL DIALOG) 
Warner Bros. production and release, Di- 
rected by Roy Del Ruth from a theme based 


on the James Montgomery play. At the 
Beacon, New York, eginning Jan. 10, 
Running time, 73 mins. 

Robert Street........... Edward E. Horton 
Grace Douglas........... Patsy Ruth Miller 
PUNE WES 00-0 ndipeccéusescces Johnny Arthur 
BOWE. occ cccicécsa Ceesovncdaddas Lee Moran 
PD iat sicietesacéeens Edward Martindel 
Major Gaillord...... seb cccces Arman Kaliz 
Sam Robinson......«...+..1Kewpie Morgan 
John Douglas...........:-:; Phillips Smalley 
Re ee a nen William Bailey 





Edward Everett Horton is ideal 
for these impostor, parts. A’ few 
months ago he was released in “The 
Hottentot.” Now it’s ‘aviation. 
Scripts are one and the same and 
some of the dialog and gags are 
identical. Peg this as a good one 
and two-day affair in the majority 
of houses. 


‘Patsy Ruth Miller has the same 
love for aviators that she had for 
horsemen. And, as Grace Douglas, 
she insists upon daring and plays 
dumb to excuses. In order to get 
Horton into a plane, the script has 
him lending his name to a technical 
book on aviation to save the pub- 
lishing house’s press agent from lose 
ing a job. . 


Despite the foolishness of it all, a 
novice and air hater suddenly be- 
ing alone and aloft in a pHotless 
plane, Horton’s grimaces in the 
closeups and some long ones on 
stunt flying make an audience un- 
comfortable enough to settle down 
to concentration. 


Like in the steeplechase in the 
horse affair, Horton, as the avia- 
tor, must find a competitor for air 
honors, so Arman Kaliz is sum- 
moned to take care of that end. 
Again, this time knowingly, Horton 
goes aloft. Adapters had to. over- 
work for the landing, but finally get 
Horton safely into a tree minus a 
scratch. Waly. 


BEHIND THE MAKEUP 


(ALL DIALOG) 

Paramount production: and release, featur- 
ing Hal Skelly, Fay Wray and William 
Powell. Directed by Robert Milton from 
story, ‘‘The Feeder,’’ by Mildred Cram, 
Dialog adapted by George M. Watters and 
Howard Estabrook. Charles Lang, camerae 
man. Doris Drought, film editor. At the 
State, Norfolk, Va., Jan. 6. Running time, 
65 minutes, 








Norfolk, Va., Jan. 11, 
Another backstage picture, of 
mederate gross possibilities in the 
metropolitan stands. Should do 
better than that in the outlying dis- 
tricts if the locals still relish the 
Broadway ballyhoo. 


Feature has excellent perform- 
ances by Hal Skeltvy and William 
Powell, adroit direction by Robert 


Milton and skilled photography by 
Charles Lang. Its handicap is the 
backstage story idea, upon which 
reviewers probably will harp, 
Skelly as a hoke vaude comic 





turns in a better performance than 
(Continued on page 37) 
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er unsympathetic, She loses the boy. 
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you can present the world’s most 
famous radio broadcaster as the 
Talking Reporter in Universal 
Newsreel.... Now you can have 
an attraction in your newsreel 
never before equaled.... Now you 
can have the only newsreel with a 
direct newspaper tieup....the 
only -talking newsreel with real 
up-to-the-minute NEWS.... 


Plus 


GRAHAM 

























































he. 
Dradecdil: wailed’ thie eupetvinth 8: aa C N AM aa 
Sam B. Jacobson. By arrangement 
with National Broadcasting Com- 
te Bb a week—on disc, ‘ 7 si 
newscasting the latest events. Warner Bros. 
oS Wes oe booked it for their new Beacon Theatre; 
Broadway; for the N. Y. Strand; for the 
Brooklyn Strand, because, like thousands of 
other showmen, they know it’s the greatest 
newsreel attraction on the market! 
it PICTURES — NOT PROMISES! 
LAURA LA PLANTE and JOHN BOLES in “LA MARSEILLAISE” . . . JOHN BOLES in 
“MOONLIGHT MADNESS” and “THE SONG OF PASSION ... MARY NOLAN in “SHANG- 
HAI LADY,” “UNDERTOW” and “BARBARY COAST” . .< PETER B. KYNE’S “HELL’S 
HEROES” ... “DAMES AHOY,” with GLENN TRYON ... JOSEPH SCHILDKRAUT in 
“NIGHT RIDE” . : . “THE SHANNONS OF BROADWAY,” starring THE GLEASONS ... 
“THE STORM” : : ; “THE COHENS AND KELLYS IN SCOTLAND” ... “WHAT MEN 
WANT” .:. “BROADWAY” - » « “SHOWBOAT” .. . and the two BIGGEST of all . . 3 
“ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT” and PAUL WHITEMAN’S “KING OF JAZZ” 
> 3 . Presented by CARL LAEMMLE. Riese: « : aa 


GREATER UNIVERSAL'S NEW SELLING SEASON STARTS NOW! 
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OIL ‘KING’ YIELDS TO TALKIE _} 


Hom, S| 





















‘ought =a __ internatjonal Newsreel Photo, : . 
' John D., Rockefelier, at. the age of + be reproduced on sound films after two 
the talkies. | years of persuasion, aided by sixtieth anni- 
ome in |~- versary celebration at Cleveland of the 
pose he took for founding of the Standard Oil Company. 
made by Hearst Met- He will be seen and talk to his associates 
ronome: News. He finally consented to | there through the medium of the screen. 

















Typical Nationwide Hearst Promotion for Hearst 
Metrotone News and M-G-M International News- 
reel. It sells your public!. 


WHEN THE WORLD’S 


LEADING PERSONALITIES | 
TALK 


em SEEN 


ROCKEFELLER IN 
TALKIES’ FOR 
FIRST TIME 


Standard Oil Anniversary Ad- 
dress Now” Running at 
Embassy Theatre. 


John D. Rockefeller, the world’s 
richest man, who at ninety years 
of age has given more than $0U0;- 
’000,000 to public benefactions, has 
succumbed to-the lure of the talk- 
ing motion pictures. After two 
years of effort, C. E. Engelbrecht, 
of the Fox-Hearst,.Corpogation, in- 
duced Mr.. Rockefeller to pose ie- 
| fore the camera and talk into tne 
microphone for tthe first time for 
Hearst Metrotone News.: 

The Standard Oil Company yes- 
terday celebrated the sixtieth 
anniversary of its existence at 
Cleveland. Mr. Rockefeller, as is 
his custom, is spending the Wine 
ter at Ormond Beach, Fila. and 
could not brave the change in 
temperature to attend the Cleve- 
land celebration in person. so it 
was arranged for him to appear 
through the medium of the talk- 
ing mation pictures. 

RUSH PRINTS BY AIR MAIL. 
The negative was made at O 
mond Beach ‘on: Monday ’ anil 
rushed here, where a: print was 
turned out and‘ sent by air mail 
to Cleveland: It was shown last 
smight at the gathering of the 
Standard Oil Company executives, 
and simultaneously at the Em<- 
bassy, the Newsreel Theatre here, 
‘as part of the new programme. 
Mr. Rockefeller’s voice:is amaz- 
ingly strong and clear, and the 
recording is without a flaw. He 


is shown seated on the veranda of 





They pick the world’s 
leading Talking Newsreel 


HEARST-METROT 








ONE 


MM E W Ss a live-wire Sound News from the live-wire company 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
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Indie Exhibs Predict Ma jor Electrics 


Must Cut Service Charge or Lose Out 





Big electrics, particularly Western 
Electric, will have to cut service 
charges or take a severe dip in 
prestige within the next three years, 
according to representative inde- 
pendent exhibitors in the less popu- 
lated sections of the country. The 
indies think that some of the better 
independent equipment manufac- 
turers will corner the small theatre 
sound situation unless the major 
firms commence shearing. 

Photophone, through its chief ex- 
ecutive, Charles Ross, reasserts the 
sincerity of its announcement to 
manufacture a cheaper equipment. 
Ross points out that the $3,000 
equipment, now in mass production, 
carries with it a service charge of 
only $15 per week. This can be 
terminated by the exhibitor three 
years after the installation date. 
Speaking of the service charge, Ross 
says: 

“At $15 there is no profit which 
we can realize. In fact, we would 
be glad to discontinue it entirely, 
except that we have a reputation to 
maintain and can do so only by pro- 
viding perfect reproduction at all 
times.” 

Outlying exhibs have praised the 
promptness of Photophone’s service 
departments. These, they say, pro- 
tect the smail town theatre better 
than Western Electric. 

Starting in February, according to 
Radio executives, the lower price 
Photophone will be speeded out of 


the factory at the rate of 250 a 
month. 
Western Electric is remaining 


aloof from the cheaper field or the 
cut in service charges. An agree- 
ment with its financing organization, 
Exhibitors’ Reliance Corporation, 
has held up its plans to knock the 
present 25 per cent down payment 
plan into the serial buy. 





Frogs On Time! 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

First National has an auto- 
matic film sound track of 
croaking frogs attached to its 
studio fountain at Burbank 

Supposed frogs go into action 
every hour on the hour 
clock control. 


by 


























Tinling on Silent Versions 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. | 

James Tinling, Fox director, has | 

been assig¢ned to silent versions of 
talkers. 


$267,000 Texas Verdict on’ 


Talking Picture Machine 


Galveston, Tex., Jan. 14. 

John L. Dannelly, president of the 
company promoting a talking pic- 
ture machine invented by Alien 
Stowers, of Laredo, was awarded 
$267,000 damages against A. F Bard 
and others of San Antonio in an 
infringement suit tried in the La- 
redo district court. 

Sharing the verdict with Dan- 
nelly was his wife, also financially 
interested in the invention. They 
asked for $400,000. Defendants will 
appeal. 

a fs 


F N’S BOAT RACE 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

First National is rushing plans for 
the screen version of “Top Speed,” 
current at Chanin’s 46th Street the- 
atre, New York. 

Screen version of the Warner 
financed stage show will be re- 
leased in early summer, the motor 
boat race stuff to be shot at Cata- 
lina. 





DROPPING OPTIONS 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Fox will not exercise options on 
the continuation of contracts ex- 
piring Feb. 1 of Lola Lane, actress, 
and Frank Merlin, stage director. 
Bernard Steel, brought on several 
months ago from New York, is al- 
e off the payroll, 


oe 





a Se | 7 
EL BRENDEL 


The critics were unanimous 


in 
praising El Brendel in “Sunnyside 
Up,” “The Cock-Eyed World,” and 


his newest picture hit, “Hot for 
Paris,” held over for a second week 
at the Roxy. 
El Brendel, Fox Films, 
wood, California. 
Direction, SIONEY PHILLIPS 
234 West 44th Street 


~ Blank’s 20 Houses 


Des Moines, Ia., Jan. 14. 

A. H. Blank is active 
business again. 

After building up a powerful film 
house chain in this state and Ne- 
braska, which he later disposed of 
to Publix, Blank stepped away from 
theatres. Lately he decided to get 
back and has acquired about 20 
houses in his old fields. 


Holly- 








in show 





U BUYS TOWNE’S “CZAR” 


One of MHollywood’s own has 
struck pay dirt. Gene Towne, who 
tried everything from press agent- 
ing to looking in the Burbank cut- 
ting room, has sold “Czar of 
Broadway” to Universal. 

Laemmle company plans to use 
the story as a follow-up to the 
Whiteman opus. Joseph Schildkraut 
is scheduled to be _ starred in 
Towne's story. 























Wagon Films 


Plymouth, N. C., Jan. 14, 

Sou..d having ruined their 
biz and necessity being the 
mother of invention, the movie 
equivalent of the old wagon 
show has developed. 

Boys get hold of a states- 
rights silent print, give it a 
suggestive title, and circulate 
by auto, putting on private ex- 
hibitions “for men only.” 
Showing usually is arranged 
for 11 p. m. on lodge or Satur- 
day nights. Word is passed 
around that this is something 
warm, and everybody should 
sit in. 

Title’s the only thing that’s 
hot. if the town scamps 
grumble and it looks like 
they’re going to start some- 
thing, one of the wagon lads 
sees that the constable or 
sheriff is tipped off to raid the 
“immoral show.” This usual- 
ly fixes everything, for those 
taken in are afraid to squawk 
in court and let the wife know 
where they’ve .een. Mean- 
while the auto is on its way. 














|ASCHERS BLOCK DEAL; 
| EVICTION SUIT STARTED 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Ascher Bros. refuse to be 
leased out of show business. 

Barney Balaban gave them $22,- 
000 to get back into show business 
a year ago, and they are now 
blocking a deal between Publix and 
Fred Becklenberg for their Diversey 
theatre, North Side house. 

Aschers refused to relinquish op- 
eration Jan. 1, as had been agreed. 
declaring they have a 10-year con- 
tract for the Diversey at $70,000 a 
year. Becklenberg, however, has 
started eviction action in Municipal 
Court on grounds that the Aschers 
had only a straight percentage con- 
tract, 

Publix-Becklenberg deal involved 
pooling of receipts of the. Diversey 
and Publix’s Covent Gardens, a 
block away. First $40,000 in profits 
was to go to Publix,-and profits over 
‘hat were to be divided. 


sub- 








| Wavbrant hit 
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USHER AND PAL NABBED 
ON MAIL-RIFLING SCHEME 


Milwaukee, 14. 

When Caesar Fee, 26, usher at the 
Tower theatre, was sent to the bank 
with $300 by his house manager, 
last September, he kept right on 
going—with the coin. Tiring of the 
warmth in Houston he stole a car 
and, in company with Edmund R. 
Waybrant and the latter’s new wife, 
drove back here 

It takes money to live so Fee and 
upon the scheme of 
taking letters from apartment house 
mail boxes: forging endorsements 
on checks found in the letters, and 
cashing them at local stores. Last 
Thursday they made the mistake of 
going into a store a second time 


Jan. 


| where they had cashed a check for 
|} $150 upon which payment had been 


stopped. At the time of the second 
visit the salesman called a traffic 
officer who placed Fee in custody. 
Waybrant was arrested soon after 
wher Fee squealed. 

At headquarters Fee confessed to 


| skipping with the theatre’s $300 and 


the stealing, in association with 
Waybrant, of more than 500 letters 
Mrs. Waybrant was released, police 
and postal authorities 
vinced had nothing 
the exploits of the boys. 
Fee was a favorite as a child ac- 
tor at the old Shubert theatre, here, 
where his father and mother, John 
Fee and Mildred Davenport, were 
members of the stock company. 


being con- 
to do with 


she 


MORRIS’ MYSTERY AUTHOR 
After only about a year in talkers, 
Chester morris, from legit, is slated 
to be atarred in Roland West’s 
“Love in Chicago.” It was in West’s 
“Alibi” that Morris first clicked. 

Charles Walt, author of the nov- 
el, “Chicago,” is making the screen 
ada: ition. Walt is a nom de 
plume, the writer refusing to re- 
veal his identity. 


WESTERN TW0-REELERS 
Hollywood, Jan, 14. 
Pathe plans a series of two reel 
dialog westerns and has engaged 
Wallace Fox to find stories and 
direct, 
Studio is searching for a hard rié- 





ing star. 











Dear Roxy: 


On the eve of my departure for California I want the whole world 


to know of the sincere appreciation I have for you as a showman, and my 
deep affection for you as a friend. 


You have made it possible for all to know me as the composer of 
“Charmaine,” “Diane’”’ and “Angela Mia.”’ 


Your sympathetic and wholehearted guidance has helped me to 
make the Roxy Symphony a world-renowned organization, and you 
have given me something which is dearer to my heart than any material 
possession—the understanding of loyalty and faith in mankind. 


I want you to feel that I’ll always carry forward the Roxy Banner, 
and that between us it is not to be good-bye, but au revoir. 


January F ifteenth, Nineteen Thirty: 


e 


Yours in Friendship, 





oe ae 


To Mr. S. L. Rothafel (Roxy) from Erno Rapee 
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“Most beautiful picture that has 
come to the screen.’””’ Mordaunt 
Hall—“TIMES.” 


“Gorgeously Technicolored! Entire- 
ly eye-filling ! Stunning costumes !” 
Irene Thirer—“NEWS.” 


“A luxury of colorful costumes that 
would be hard to surpass.” Quinn 
Martin—‘MORNING WORLD.” 


“She sang well, danced gorgeously 
and looked simply swell.”” Richard 
Watts, Jr.—‘HERALD-TRIBUNE,” 


“As gorgeously glittering as any to 
reach Broadway.” Regina Crewe— 
“AMERICAN.” 


“Elaborate settings, interesting cose 
tumes, pretty hal Bland Johane- 
son—"MIRRO 


“Miss Miller gives undoubtedly the 
best performance of her career.” 
Pierre De Rohan—“MORNING 
TELEGRAPH.” 


“Recommended as diverting and ac- 
ceptable film entertainment.” Wil- 
liam Boehmel—“EVENING TELE- 





GRAM.” 


“Miss Miller is excellent.and does mates alae 
several very effective dances."’ Rose 
Pelswick—"“JOURNAL.,” 


nae AOS NOW SETTING BROADWAY'S PACE AT 
| THE WINTER GARDEN THEATRE, N. Y. 


‘with ALEXANDER GRAY = JOE E. BROWN - = PERT KELTON on rmancs DILLON 


T. ROY BARNES . FORD STERLING -  MAUDE TURNER GORDON - JACK DUFFY W 


From Flevede Ziegfeld’s Musical Comedy by Guy Bolton, Author and Jerome Kern, Composer 
Vitaphone” is the registered trade mork of the Vitaphone Corp. designating its products 


THESE TWO GREAT FIRST & 
RECORDS THAT “SON OF TH 
FLAME” and “BRIDE OF THE. 
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2 weeks New York Strand more to 
follow! . : i aia Tecan ° 


2 weeks Brooklyn Strand and just 
started! . : . . . . 
2 weeks Stanley in Phila to. sensational 
business! - . - aS Ai 5 
Set for. extended run Orpheum, Los 
Angeles! + i. ei Cc: ~ * 
Ten days Strand, Albany then moved to 
Ritz for indefinite run! . : . 
2 weeks at Olympia, Boston, day and 
date with the U Uptown! Bs , re 


2 weeks at Pantheon, Toledo and not 
through yet! ° og ° . 


with ALEXANDER GRAY - BERNICE CLAIRE 


LOUISE FAZENDA - ZASU PITTS 
LUCIEN LITTLEFIELD - LULYAN TASHMAN - BERT ROACH - MILDRED HARRIS 
Directed by Clarence Badger... . . Adapted from musical comedy 


by Frank Mandel; Ofto Harbach, Vincent Youmans and Emil Nyitray 


















RICHARD 
BARTHELMESS DE ».. REGIMENT SONG of tHe FLAME 
“SON OF THE GODS” Sagat, Altan.-Prior, Walter Claire, Ale: 


=> Gigek-wa Gl -leldel-m @ 1-109) 





*Vitophone” is the registered trode mark of the Vitaphone Corp. designating its products 
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ATIONAL HITS ARE MAKING 
F GODS.” “SONG OF THE 


REGIMENT” WILE. BREAK! 
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Publix Takes Grubel 
House in St. Joseph 


St. Joseph, Mo., Jan. 14. 

Publix, already having the Mis- 
gouri and Colonial theatres here, 
took over the Electric theatre Mon- 
day, which has been rivaling the 
Missouri as the local leader. Papers 
were signed Saturday between Ed- 
ward Grubel, C. U. Philley and their 
associates on the one side and rep- 
resentatives of Publix on the other. 

Deal is a 20-year lease at $40,000 
a year. House and equipment is 
valued at $450,000. No in 
policy announced. Electric 
vaudefilm until | last 
when sound apparatus was installed 





change 


and straight pictures was made the 
bill 

Unofficially reported here 
Grubels’ Electric houses at Kansas 
City, Kans., Joplin, and Springfield, 
also passed over to Publix under 
long-time leases. 





Pauline Garon in Version 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Pauline Garon will have the 
femme lead in the French version 


PATHE’S SUPER 


Making “Beyond History”—Wolfen- 
den Joins Studio—52 Shorts 








Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Pathe will do a super-production 
of “Beyond History” by Lynn Riggs. 
Cast will include Ann Harding, Wil- 
liam Boyd, Ima Claire, Helen 
Twelvetrees, James Gleason, Fred 
Scott, Laura Hope Crews and Zasu 
Pitts. 

It will be Pathe’s most expensive 





Was | 
September, | 


| 


production of the season, with a 
stage director from New York to 
direct. Bill Wolfenden, formerly 
| Pathe’s eastern casting agent, has 
| joined this studio here. He will be 
ladded to E. E. Deer’s production 
| staff. 

Company will make 52 shorts out 
here, bringing on Harry Delmar and 
Arch Heath for the purpose. 


that | 





U Resumes On 2-Reelers 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Universal has resumed produc- 
tion of its “Sporting Youth” two 
reelers, with two to go to complete 
10. 

Series, directed by Ray Taylor, 
was halted when the whole studio 











of “An Unholy Night.” sound equipment was centered on 
It will be directed by Jacques |the production of “Western Front 

Feyder for Metro. land “King of Jazz.” 
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INFORMATION 


system. 


town. 
efficient ventilation. 


cooling with Kooler-Aire. 





America use this revolutionary cooling 
It brings big, sustained summer 
patronage—makes a theatre the coolest place in 
All year it has no equal for SILENT, 


GS oameric of leading theatres throughout 


Get the facts about pre- 
Write today. 


KOOLER-AIRE ENGINEERING CORP. 


1916 PARAMOUNT BLDG., NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Operators Turn on Chill 
For Iinois Indie Group 

Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Operators’ union last week broke 
off negotiations with the Illinois In- 
dependent Theatre Owners’ Ass’n 
and conferred only with the recog- 
nized Exhibr Ass’n. Indie group, 
comprised of approximately 100 
owners of neighborhood store spots, 
will be forced to accept the same 
terms settled upon by the regulation 
If they refuse, the operators 
will, of course, walk out. 
Indies have been. fighting with 
their backs against the wall, claim- 
ing that they can’t exist unless they 
get rid of one operator. Operators’ 
union remained cold to the pleas 
and wouldn’t budge. 
At the meeting between the indie 
exhibs and the union Tom Maloy, 
operator chief, forced Manny Eller, 
counsel for the exhibs, to leave the 
conference when Eller admitted he 
was not an exhibitor. After some 
haggling the union men walked out, 
Maloy later stating -he had heen 
insulted by the association’s repre- 
sentatives. 
In view of the fact that the new 
indie group got together principally 





ass'n. 


to dicker with the operators on the | 


new contract, opinion here is that 
the indie group will dissolve. 


Sue Mayor for $20,000 on 
Sunday Showing Arrests 


Fairfield, Ia., Jan. 14. 

Richard and Luther Day, mana- 
gers of the Victory theatre here, 
arrested and fined twice by Mayor 
Carter for violation of the Sun- 
day closing ordinance, which a dis- 





for persecution and 
with their business. 
Brothers, 





arrest plead, among other 


cording to their belief. 


balm for the two arrests. 





Rogers’ “London” 
Hollywood, Jan, 14, 


“So This Is London,” for Fox. 





tional Revua.” 


~ Glazer for Pickford 


Hollywood, Jan. 14, 





be made this year. 


Lew Collins Elevated 


Hollywood, Jan. 14, 





has been given his credentials as 

full-fledged director. 
First chore will be 

starring Mary Nolan. 





Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Jo Swerling, 


on a six weeks trial, 

“Ladies of the Evening.” 

another six months. 
Swerling is 


by this company, 
title, several years ago. 











trict court judge declared void, have 
sued the Mayor for $20,000 damages 
interference 


at the time of their 
things, 
that being Seventh Day Adventists 
they had observed the holy day 
and their operation of the theatre 
on Sunday was no violation, ac- 
Later the 
city council enacted a specific ordi- 
nance which closed the theatre but 
the Days are ‘seeking a financial 


Will Rogers will be seen next in 


Rogers, who passed through New 
York last week, did not care for his 
m. c. assigned job in Fox’s “Internd- 


Benjamin Glazer will write an 
original story for Mary Pickford, to 


Lew Collins, for five years an as- 
sistant director on the Universal lot, 


“Carnival,” 


COLUMBIA HOLDS SWERLING 


brought here by 
Harry Cohn to write for Columbia 
clicked on 
He gets 


now _ talkerizing 
“Finders Keepers,” made as a silent 
under another 


Barbara Stanwyck will be oppo- 


: Picture Possibilities 





Not a bit here for the camera. 


Angeles). 
it practical as a film winner, 


Children of Dark 


“CHILDREN OF DARKNESS” (co 


“NANCY'S PRIVATE AFFAIR” ( 
bilt). 
A comedy of farcical trend 


“Ginger Snaps”—Unfavorable 
“GINGER SNAPS” (Colored Revue, Belmont). 


Span, 





“Oh Susanna”—Unfavorable 
“OH SUSANNA” (Romantic Operetta, Franklyn, Prod. Mayan, Los 


Story of no consequence with score not outstanding enough to make 
Too many of its type ahead of it. Ung. 





ness—Favorable 


stume melodrama) (Biltmore, Ken- 


neth MacGowan, Joseph Veneer Reed). 

While some changes and toning down would be inevitable the rich char- 
acterization and unusual plot laid in a debtor’s prison in London, 1725, 
ought to make this play by Edwin Justus Mayer a prospect, 


Land, 


“Nancy’s Private Affair”—Unfavorable 


Comedy, Myron C. Fagan, Vander- 


But somewhat diverting and a Broadway 
stamp might build it for a moderate program picture. 


Ibee. 





“Phantoms!”—Unfavorable 
“PHANTOMS!” (Mystery satire, Louis A. Safian, Wallack’s). 
Offers nothing for pictures with quality that’s now demanded. 


Char. 








MRS. WILLIAMS PLEADS GUILT 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
| Florina Walz Williams, widow of 


Earl Williams, late Vitagraph pic- 
ture star, pleaded guilty to one 


count of grand theft arising from 
her handling of her husband’s es- 
tate, 

She jammied legally when obtain- 
ing a $5,000 loan on property already 
mortgaged. Her $5,000 bail was con- 
tinued until Jan. 20 due to her ill- 
ness. She will then receive sen- 
tence. 


— 


RADIO’S TWO PLAYS 
Hollywood, Jan. 14 

“Lights Out,” the play by Paul 
Dicky and Mann Page, made as a 
silent by FBO, will be talkerized by 
Radio. 

Studio secured the silent 
with the purchase of FBO 
and has procured the dialog rights 
from the two authors. 


rights 


assets, 


Firm. has also bought Bayard 
Veiller’s play, “The Chatterbox,” for 
Bebe Daniels. It will reach the 


screen as “Smooth as Satin.” 
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JONES and HULL 








Caperton ~ Biddle 


(WEEK JAN. 17) 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


(WEEK JAN. 24) 


PARAMOUNT, BROOKLYN 


Direction JERRY CARGILL 


site Ralph Graves in “Ladies of the 
Evening,” with Marie Prevost also 
in the cast. Frank Capra will di- 
rect and Patterson McNutt stages 


Featured in F. & M. “SWEET COOKIES” IDEA 


Thanks to FANCHON & MARCO 
Direction SHALLMAN BROS. 





the dialog. 


MAYER-RAPF, AGENTS 

Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Jerry G. Mayer, brother of Louis 
B. Mayer, and Arthur M. Rapf, 
brother of Harry Rapf, have gene 
into the agenting business. 
Mayer was formerly a production 
manager at M-G and Rapf operated 
a chain of picture houses in Brook- 










































KATYA xo THEODORE 


FEATURED DANCERS 





lyn before selling out to Fox. 


IN F. & M. “ACCORDION” IDEAS THANX TO ALICE GOODWIN 



































NOW SECOND WEEK ROXY, NEW YORK 





DOROTHY a 





' Direction WM. MORRIS 


ad HARRY 


DIXON 


OPEN PUBLIX TOUR JANUARY 17 
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AHEAD OF 








THE PARADE 


Vive got to keep ahead of the procession if you want to keep up with 
the parade! There's a paradox—but it’s true, nevertheless. In this fast- 
moving, rapidly-developing business of the look-and-listens, yesterday's 
product is obsolete tomorrow. 


PATHE is a step in advance of the field in the quality of its product—and 
is stepping faster every minute. New stars and new product attuned to 
the new ideas of showmanship. “The world do move’ —and the talking 
movies are. the fastest things on this whirling sphere. 


Don’t be obsolete! Keep up with the procession by keeping a step in 
advance with PATHE! 


HERE ARE FOUR TRAIL-BLAZERS TO PROSPERITY FOR 1930 





A thrilling epic of old-time minstrelsy. One 
that will draw a Grand Parade of customers 
to your box office. 


THE GRAND 


waViva til D 





With HELEN TWELVETREES— FRED SCOTT. Written and 
produced by Edmund Goulding. Directed by Fred Newmeyer. 





A hit at ROXY’S, N. Y. A sensation when played 
simultaneously in seven West Coast Theatres. 
Booked by PUBLIX CIRCUIT in Minneapolis. 


THIS THING 


q “ : _— > 
PAVAA MI AIA 
a 4m AE A wa Af 





With EDMUND LOWE—CONSTANCE BENNETT and a cast in- 


cluding: Zasu Pitts, Carmelita Geraghty and Stuart Erwin.. 


Directed by Paul Stein. . Associate producer Ralph Block..6 














Grossed more 
than $27,000 
at Leew’s 
State, Los An-, 
geles, week be- 
foreChristmas 





WILLIAM BOYD in a spectacular drama of U. S. 
Cavalry life. With a magnificent color sequence 
of cavalry parade shots. Rated Three Stars by 
N-Y. Daily News. 


HIS FIRST 
COMMAND 





Featuring Dorothy Sebastian. 
Gregory La Cava. Associate producer Rolph Block. 


Directed and adapted by 


ALL MUSIC * 





Aut SOUND os 


Powerful smashing drama of a notorious racket. 


‘ Stopped traffic at the State-Lake, Chicago. Rated 


Three Stars by Mae Tinee of Chicago-Tribune. 


iWin 
RACKETEER 


Starring ROBERT ARMSTRONG, with Carol Lombard. Directed 
by Howard Higgin. Associate producer Ralph Block. 


ALL DIALOGUE 


._< 


a 
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The most amazing drama ever screened. 





The most heart-stirring story ever told. 
The greatest picture of a great director. 


And a screen performance that will bring 
cheers from millions. | 


That tremendous novel by Fannie Hurst is the picture 





The man who gave to the world such stupendous 
successes as Beau Geste and “Sorrell and Son” is 
responsible for this heart-stirring All Talking sensation. 








of this gripping story of a mother’s love gives 
a performance the equal of which has not been 
seen on the screen in many years. 


TS UNITED ARTISTS’ 


10™ Consecutive All Talking HIT! 


Presented by Joseph M. Schenck 
~ Also in the Cast 


“BEN LYON—EDNA MURPHY 
; WILLIAM COLLIER, Jr. 
/ Myrtle Stedman 
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HERBERT BRENON 


WINIFRED WESTOVER os the heroine | 
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Say Someone Started Blaze 
In Rochester Theatre 


Rochester, N..Y., Jan. 14. 


Fire which wrecked Fay’s theatre 
here early Sunday morning was in- 
cendiary, police claim. They arrest- 
ed Edward Harding, 47, night watch- 
man and janitor, after firemen found 
a quantity of gasoline soaked rags 
between the ceiling and the roof of 
the house. 

Harding, who 
merly treasurer of a 
house on Island, 
ran into hard luck, 
two weeks ago by 
Providence, R. I., 
theatre Fay 
character and 
for him. 

Fay's had been 
mer and was not doing well since 
reopening. Fire damage estimated 
at $50,000. This is the third big fire 
in the theatre within the past five 
years. A. A. Fennyvessy 
house will be rebuilt. 


says he was for- 
Keith 
and that 
was sent 
Edward Fay of 
operator of the 
defends Harding’s 


Long he 
S 


here 


has engaged a lawyer 


closed all sum- 


Warners Take U Newsreel; 
McNamee Helps Send-Off 

Warners, at time planning to 
have its own newsreel but dropping 
the idea, wil: use Universal's Talk- 
ing Reporter in all its houses under 


one 


a deal reported arranged with the 
Laemmle company. 

Two Strands New York and 
Brooklyn, and Warners’ new Bea- 
con, uptown, are the first to use 
the U reel, adding it today (Wed- 
nesday). In connection with the 
booking Warners has completed 
arrangements for the personal ap- 
pearance in all three houses of 
Graham McNamee, billed as the 
talking reporter. McNamee is ap- 


pearing at one show in each house, } 


only. 
ee 


Publix in Frisco 


Publix has selected a site in San 
Francisco. It will build a 4,600-seat 
house near the Fox and Orpheum 
theatres there. 

Percy Kent, Publix realty head on 
coast, made the deal. 


ee 


-Albee | 


says the | 





B-K Rejects “Hallelujah” 
For Loop House Showing 


Chicago, Jan, 14. 

Publix-B. & K. has definitely 
turned down “Hallelujah” (M-G), 
all-negro film, for its loop houses, 
although accepting the picture for 
their south side negro spot, the Re- 
gal. 

Decision was made because of 
bringing the negroes into the loop 








and possible clashes between the 
| Taces 
Clarence Beck picked up the pic- 
| ture for his little Castle and will 
open the picture there 
| 
| | 
| Limited Picketing | 
| Buffalo, Jan. 14. | 
Local indepenaent tneutre owners 


scored a victory over the Operators’ 
Union when Judge Larkin, in the 
Supreme: Court; handed down a de- 


cision: limiting picketing by: the 
| union to one man in front of each 
| theatre. Court also limited the use| 
| 


of handbills with the exception of a 
single permissible statement that 
the theatres did not. employ union 
| operators: Judge Larkin continued 
the injunction prohibiting interfer- 
ence by the I 
of the theatré 


union with patrons < 


employees 

Action W 
and the Genesee theatres for an in 
junction and damages, and the pres- 


brought by the Rivoli 


ent restraining order will continue 
until the trial of the action 

Sidney” B. Pfeifer, Buffaio attor- 
mey, appeared for the theatre own- 


ers. 

At the present time, eight neigh- 
borhood operating 
without 


houses are here 


union 


operators. | 


Deny N. E. Merger | 


Boston, Jan. 14. 
Rumors that the entire picture 
theatre chain of New England 
Theatres Operating Co., would pass 
into control of Publix has * been 
denied by Samuel Pinansky, presi- | 
dent of the Netoco company. 
Three Netoco houses in Portland, | 
Me., became part of the Publix 
\string last week. This was the 
cause of the merger rumors. Pin- 
ansky, however, states that the 
Portland arrangement is just a} 
| booking matter. 


| allegation that Fox failed to 








BENNY ROSS 
Second year with Warner Bros 
Still Mastering the Ceremonies at 

the Stanley Theatre, Jersey City 

and how! 


Management HARRY W. CRULL 





R-K-O and U in Wis. 


£O Jal i+ 


R-K-O. is angling for Universal 
15 .Wisconsin houses as- its. first 


middlewestern expansion move fot 
1930. 
Joseph Plunkett 


in administrative 


while here or 
visit 
the theatres wit 
a view toward their purchase. 

Houses are Alhambra, first run 
theatre in Milwaukee; nine subu 
ban stands around the Cream City; 
Racine and Venetian, Racine: 
boygan, Sheboygan, and 
Kenosha, 


ordered. al 
inspection tour of 


one at 


Fox Attachment 


San Francisco, Jan. 14 
Fox’s realty holdings 
here had a plaster pasted on them 
last week when S. lL. Lansburgh, 
attorney, Jevied a $250,000 attach- 
ment. 
Property 


William 


the 
meet 
payment on purchase of large realty 
holdings in Los Angeles. 


tieup is based on 


She- | 


Houses Play Bean Bag 
When finally emerging, if re- With Reels in 3 Towns 


luctantly, from his long silence, athe OO 
Lon Chaney promises not only 
to talk but to sing. 

This is no idle boast, for the 
greasepaint and wig kid once 
sang baritone in comic opera, 





Chaney’s Promise 





Kansas City, Jan. 14. 
Quick thinking and action on the 
part of the Publix houses, Newman 
and Royal, brought, in several hun- 


: . - dred extra dellars New Years. 
including “The Mikado” and Newman had given heavy pub- 


“Wizard of the Nile. licity to its special preview show- 


ing of “Show of Shows.” The Royal, 
a block away, had nothing planned 














Union Wants Two Men 


| for the midnite festivities It was 
T " 
see lat Tne Neé WmMan c ild no 
To Mount and Unmount 7 Ronco: t 
iccomm<e¢ \ \ 
San rar o, Jan. 14 for ticket 20 wnt neat ni Tas 
i e | e mana I Ul 1st made to the crowd that ime 
| D. Van Osten, secretary of the picture would be shown ut the 
Allied Manager Association here, | Royal 
illed a meeting with the Pic As fast as a reel of ture 
Overato} lTnior this «u i ta ope os wn New aaage 
; ) ; ‘ | r) ~1<c} . Ro v ' ; k 
Formerly operators mounted” | aeair 


but recently the 


t shows, 
union demanded that a special man | 


eir own 


Minneapolis, Jan. 14. 


be employed for this work, utilizing| Although the local Century the- 
ipproximately two hours to take} atre and the Paramount in St. Paul 
films out of cans and mount them| are more than 10 miles apart, both 


on machines at the 


beginning of the 


houses used one print of “Show of 


Show | Shows (WB) on the last day of the 

New demand that managers] picture’s run at the Century and its 

ide sti notl man to take t penir day at the Paramount. De- 

nd | | N vy Y fT I ng 

’ I 

I - st. 

° . Paul police department were ob- 

Canadian Deficit seinen’ ka eaete™ td ranke. teheks. ae 

Hamilton, Ont., Jan. 14 fortl The made 60 trips during 

Perhaps the lone important con the day and their running time was 

pany in Canada which’ has failed to 17 minutes for the.10 miles Three 

report'a big increase in earnings for | reels were carried at time. Cen- 
| the past year is Hamilton United | tury started on the eighth reel. 


Theatres, Ltd., operating two houses 
with a combined capacity of 
4,478 seats. 
Annual financial statement shows 
1 deficit of $37,201, with $9,582 writ- 
te off for sound installations. A 
year ago there was a surplus of 
$15,716. 


} - 
nere, 


Shanberg Delay 


Holly wood, Jan, 14. 

Understood here that the deal be- 
tween Fox and the Shanberg (Mid- 
land) theatre group of. Kansas and 
Missouri has heen postponed for the 
present. 

Shanberg asking price of $2,900,- 
000 is not acceptable to William 
Fox personally, it is said. 


Columbia’s Team 


| Hollywood, Jan. 14, 
| Columbia will again team Jack 
Holt and Ralph Graves in a naval 
picture, 





Masquers’ Revel Feb. 19 


New yarn is being concocted by Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Patterson, McNutt and Graves. Masquers’ Club will hold its win- 
Frank Capra will again direct the |ter revel Feb. 19 at the Philharmonic 
two. Auditorium. 











PAACOMV PIL 








THIS WEEK WAN. 10) BROOKLYN PARAMOUNT 








PHMHACOMPIL 


ENTIRE PUBLIX TOUR 




















PICTURES 


32 VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 15, 1930 
—— 














Essaness May Run Fox’s 
6 Chi Neighborhooders 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Fox will probably relieve itself of 
cperating its six neighborhood 
houses to the Essaness circuit of 
18 theatres, of which Emil Stern is 


When Kent Returns 


Exhibitor pow-wows on the one 
national organization idea and unit 
system, including Mays, Myers and 
Lightman, will not be resumed until 
the return from abroad of Sidney 
Kent. ’ 

Paramount expects Kent back in 
February, but Haysites hear he will 
arrive Jan. 27. 


WB’s Major Met Stands 
Will Play Day and Date 


Indefinite runs at pop prices, an- 
nounced as instituted by Warner's 
at the New York Strand, with “No, | seneral operator. Stern left B. & K. 
No, Nanette” the first under this} threes months ago to become a part- 
policy, will not be continued. Value/| ner in Essaness. These theatres 
of pictures booked for week dateS| nave peen offering Fox serious com- 
will determine whether they will) petition. In the three months Stern 
hold over as before. Essaness out of the red. 














took 





RAYART CLOSING OUT 


Effective this Friday (Jan. 17) Fox did not acquire its outlying | 
“Show of Shows” noses out “Nanette” | houses here as a groundwork move, W. Ray Johnston, president’ of 
at the Strand, this theatre, the! phyt took them to save its equity on | Continental Pictures, also Rayart, 
Strand, Brooklyn, and Warner’s! loans. For a time, under the close | has gone to the Coast for produc- 
Beacon (74th street) will play prod- | surveillance of Joe Leo, they showed | tion conferences on forthcoming 


Two features 
thus far for 


Theatres are the Sheridan, | Continental releases. 
deluxer; Terminal and/| have been completed 
semi-deluxers; Commer-/| the new company. 
and Portas Park Meanwhile, Rayart is in the proc- 
excluded from | ess of closing out its business. 


uct day and date. “Show of Shows” | a profit. 
goes into all three houss on that! rorth side 
day. Midwest 
Day and date policy for the two0| cial, 
Strands and the Beacon will not be! Sheridan might be 
wavered from except unusual such a deal because it is only six | 


5 
conditions. | blocks from Essaness’ Pantheon on | 
| Sheridan road. | _ CUBAN TWO WEEKS — 
| It is understood a rent and per- | John W. Fingerlan, executive 
Cruze Borrows Schildkraut | centage has been worked out. studio manager of Paramount’s 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. | : — Long Island studio, and John Ham- 
Universal has “farme ad Joseph | | mel, of the home office, have gone 


Crown, 





under 








Schildkraut to James Cruze for TONING DOWN “EX-WIFE” to Cuba for two weeks. 
“Soul of the Tango.” Hollywood, Jan. 14. Trip is combined with pleasure. 


Deal was not closed Arthur Cozine is subbing for Fin- 





guaranteed to bill the actor 50% With the Hays office objecting to ee-lan: 

above anyone in the cast Ex-Wwife,” and Metro announcing oo 
a > «ati il at - . ” 

% ite labandonment, it is understood the 


Mayer in N. Y. 


studio will tone down the objection- | 
| Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


lable features in the story, change | 


Block on “Cisco Kid” 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. the title, and make it at a later Louis B. Mayer will arrive in New 
Ralph Block, among a score to | date, York Thursday (16). 
leave Pathe Jan. 1, has been'en-| Under the circumstances the stu- He will confer with Metro asso- 


i|dio will not be able to use the ad- 
begets value of the book. 


gaged by Fox to adapt and dialog 


ciates in home office on production 
] 
“The Cisco Kid.” 


| Pere and policy. 














LOW-COST TINTS 


that match every mood in 


SOUND PICTURE 


, 


The widest range of tints ever offered the — 
industry is embraced by Eastman Sono- 
chrome Tinted Positive Films. They can be ) 





used to match every mood in the story, or 
to reproduce the one lighting or tone that 
predominates throughout the picture.... 
In either case Sonochrome gives beautiful 
color. It gives faithfully reproduced 
sound. And it costs no more than regular 


black-and-white positive. 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 


ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 


J. E. Brulatour, Inc., Distributors 


New York Chicago Hollywood 





| Roach. 














WEST COAST NOTES 


“Let’s 





Maude Turner Gordon in 
Go Native” (Par). 


Roland West will direct “Love in 
Chicago” for UA. 


Brandon Hurst in “High Society 


t 


Blues” (Fox). ‘ 

Duke Martin in “Black Crows” 
(Par). 

Peter C. Richmond in “Bright 
Lights” (FN). 

Edward Martindel for “Song 
Writer,” M-G. 

New Metro contract for John 
Mack Brown. 

Zelda Sears and John Meehan, 


“Ex-Wife,” M-G. 

John Miljan for “Sea Bat,” M-G. 

Sherman Lowe and Adrian John- 
son vn Col’s writing staff. 

A. Harold Noon, San Francisco 
newspaper man, and John Kirkland, 
new writers at Par. 

Jackie Heller for short, M-G. 

Harrison Ford, Bert Morehouse, 
Rita La Roy added “I Love You,” 
Radio. 

John F. Goodrich writing an orig- 
inal to be directed by Roy Pomeroy 
at Radio. 

Rein oi sew Irving and Philip Strange 

“Bright Lights,” FN. 

‘Louis King and William Orlamond 
to “Sin Flood,” FN. 

Ray Enright will direct 
White in “Sweet Mamma,” FN. 

Fay Wray opposite Gary Cooper 
in “The Texan,” Par. 

Nancy Drexel in femme iead in 
Harry Langdon’s two-reeler for 


Alice 


Joe E. Brown, “Bride 66,"°°UA 

Rhia Del Ruth, Arthur Housman, 
Irving Bacon, Del Henderson, ‘The 
Dear Slayer,” Darmour. 


Francisco Jan, 13, 
Seattle Jan, 20. 


ef the Empire theatre, 
a total of $45,000 in two suits filed 
in Superior Court here. 


derstood 
house, is 
$25,000, asserting that the firm is 
obligated to him. 
Libby, administrator of the estate 
of the late Irving E. Vernon, is 
suing for $20,000 on a series of 
notes 
Vernon by the theatre company be- 
tween September, 
1926. 


Traveling “School” 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 
Fox Coast managers and projec- 
fonists are taking a tabloid course 





in sound recording and reproducing. 
ERPI technicians and the chain’s 
experts are demonstrating. 


“School” played here Jan. 6, San 
and goes to 





$45,000 IN TWO SUITS 


Portland, Me., Jan. 14. 
Empire Amusement Co., operator 
is sued for 


Abraham Goodside, generally un- 
to be operator of the 
suing the company for 


Attorney H. C. 


alleged to have been given 


1924, and April, 





DICKER ON CHI TRIO 
Chicago, Jan. 14 


R-K-O and Publix-B. & K. are 


dickering for an exchange of equi- 
ties in three houses 
completely give R-K-O the Belmont, 
north 
change for sole B. & K. 
of the Tower and Norshore, 
borhood houses, 


which would 


side vaudfilm house, in ex- 
ownership 


neigh- 


Ralph Ince, “Jail Break,” FN. R-K-O has been operating the 
Bill Henry, U’s publicity staff. Belmont, B. & K. the other two 
Mae Clarke, Kenneth McKenna, |.) ccs 


William Harrigan, 
Joker,” Fox. 

J. Harold Murray, Fifi Dorsay, fea- 
tured in untitled "ox original. To 
be directed by Alexander Korda. 
Carol Lombard, “Safety in Num- 
bers,” Par. 
Tenen Holtz, 


“A Very Practical 


Carl Stockdale, Del 
Henderson, to English version “All 
Teed Up,” Roach, Enrique Acosta 
and Albert Pollett €Spanish), and 
xene De Briac and Leo Cleary, 
French version. 
Fox’s “London Revue” will in- 
clude Beatrice Lillie, Maureen O’Sul- 
livan, Fifi Dorsay, Victor McLaglen 
and John Garrick. Hazzard Short 
will stage it, with no screen direc- 
tor assigned as yet. 
Lynn Riggs, New York play- 
wright, here under contract to 
Pathe. 
Complete east, “The Dark Chap- 
ter,” Sono-Art: Reginald Denny, 
Miriam Seegar, Anita Louise, Har- 
vey Clark, Charles Coleman, Norma 
Drew, Lucille Ward, Christian Yves, 
Carlisle Moore, Greta Greenstedt. 
Lumsden Hare, “In Love with 
Love,” Fox. 
re Yorke Sherwood, “Temple Tower,” 
‘ox. 
Carlos Villegas, to Pathe to write 
and direct Spanish versions. 
Hedda Hopper, “High Society 
Blues,” Fox. ’ 
Howard Green, writer, has ob- 
tained another six months with Fox. 
Ann Carter, “Viennese Nights,” 
WB. 
Claude King,” “The Agony Col- 
umn,” WB, 
. Lois Wilson, Harrison Ford, An- 
thony Bushell, Renie Macready, Rita 
La Roy, “I Love You,” Radio. 
Raquel Torres, “The Sea Bat,” 
M-G. 
Paul Fix, Terika Borros, Stanley 
Fields, “Ladies Love Brutes,” Par. 
George Davis, Georges Renovent, 
Andre Cheron, Marcelle Corday, 
Jules Rancourt, Jacques Vanaire, 
Robert Graves, Arthur Hurni, Yucca 
Toubetzky, Lionel Belmore, Eugene 
Boren, Pierre de Ramey, French 
version “Unholy Night,’ M-G. 
Lewis Stone, Alison Skipworth, 
Ernest Torrence, “The Circle,” M-G. 
Ra are Hackett, “Jail Break,” 


Martin Flavin, playwright, here 
he New York under contract to 
M-G. 
“March of Time,” latest title of 
“Old Timers’ Revue,” secondly chris- 
tened “Just Kids.” 
Fox has cast Mona Maris oppo- 
site Warner Baxter in “The Arizona 
~ yy ” formerly called “The Cisco 
da.” 
Leroy Prinz joins Cecil DeMille 
Feb. 1 at M-G as dance director. 
Dorothy Revier, borrowed by FN 
from Columbia for “Sin Flood.” 
Frances Dade, stage, under con- 
tract to Sam Goldwyn. No assign- 
ment yet. 
Kay Francis borrowed from Par. 
for “Raffles,” UA. 
Allen Kearns, 
(Radio). 
Ralph Lewis, “The Bad One,” UWA. 
Anthony Bushell, “Three Faces 
East,” WB. 
Samson Raphaelson to Radio to 
write, 


“I Love You” 





ANIMAL SOUND FILM 


Denver, Jan. 14. 

Pictures taken in Africa by Paul 
L. Hoeffler, head of the Colorado 
African expedition, will be combined 
with scenes taken in Hollywood, by 
Columbia, as the first all-sound wild 





LICENSE BILL BEFORE SENATE 
Washington, Jan. 14. 

Senator Smith W. Brookhart now 
has his licensing bill before the 
Senate. H@introduced it last week. 
As previously reported the Senator 
planned this measure during the 
special session. 

It will require, if enacted into 
law, that every corporation oper- 
ating directly or indirectly in inter- 
state commerce be licensed by the 
federal trade commission. 





EVERYTHING in RUBBER 


For the Stage and Screen 
COSTUMES 
ANIMALS 
NOVELTIES 


Exclusive pepaishewe of all i waterprest 
materials to Publix Theatres 


Nopinseal Rubber Mfg. Co. 


19 West 18th St. Watkins 9627 


New York 
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Titan dreadnaught looses guns and shoots coin in all 
directions at $2.00 Carroll N.Y. Smashing met. pre- 
miere drew distinguished audience last night .. . 








Mightier than “Rio Rita’ in solid gross-getting values! 
Grand New Titan Triumph! a 


~ 
< 


=r oe 





ww 


Directed by 
LUTHER REED 


who created “Rio Rita’ 


Music by Vincent Youmans. Story by Herbert 
Fields; lyrics by Clifford Grey, Leo Rubin’ 


~ ‘and Irving Caesar¥ 
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: Goth am. Los Angeles SendsFlagAloftin 


Complete Surrender to Radio's 
Gorgeous New Wonder Show 
... Third Week RKO Orpheum 


and Bouncing House Records 


All Over The Landscape! _..<é 
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“"Rollicking; fast-and beautiful production . , .”” 
—Los Angeles‘ Evening‘ Express 


s 
ILOR”’ : “Hit the Deck’ hits the bull’s-eye,. . .«will hit the popular 


fancy as well.as-the,popular pocketbook... —Los Angeles Record 








Wednesday, January 15, 1990 awit 


“AVAST YE LAND- LUBBERING | 


THEATRE MANAGERS, AND | 
HEAVE TO 


i aithe shania! 
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A Bigger Shot Than “Rio Rita”... A 
Smoking Smackerino For Every Live | 
Theatre Manager i in the ee | | 
Pe SRE SS & 
HERE'S A FAST scat OF THE 
SENSATIONAL RKO LOS ANGELES 
CAMPAIGN THAT SMASHED ALI | 
ORPHEUM THEATRE RECORDS! (Take-Bow | 
George) Hop To It, Mates, and Sock Hard... . | 
NAVY COOPERATION KELLOGG'S PEP TIE-UP o 
Special one-sheets with enlistment tie-ups in Half-sheet cards tieing up attraction and pro-: *, 
recruiting offices and on general boards . . duction distributed to grocery stores . .. | 
Models of U.S. S. Virginia in store windows 
with naval paraphernalia . . . Special night 
for ex-naval officers ca . Distributed four. SHEET MUSIC 
Nivel sects named Smil given panes... ‘full cooperative campaigns by Herma, and 
Don't miss SMITH Angle in Show! ikea nase i ee ee chee 
AMERICAN LEGION TIE-UP — 
| American L Weekly... ees 
Sees ch theate' tabled med out ORCHESTRAS eee P 
Legion publication . . All material now available for song plugging 
‘ in advance .... Special medley of “Hit the 
_ BEN HUR COFFEE TIE-UP Deck” tunes prepared for overture in ad-' 
Coffee served gratis in theatre's lounging vance of run... 
‘room . . half-sheets distributed through 
cesibiaeds * 
FLAGS AND PENNANTS 
VICTOR RECORDS Brilliant banners for theatre front at minimum 
Special heralds mailed and distributed through cost... Made possible by purchase of 
retail stores... Window easels and counter ciiamaa over-stock code and yacht flags 
‘cards corning theatre billing and rec- in carload lots... Quick delivery with 
ords ... Radio stations playing records . local billing from acidlitiens”: . Cardboard ‘ 
Bonners on trucks and special wee in nal marquee pennants available at RK O 
stores handling Victor Records . exchanges... + 
, AND T2:OTHER'SWELL.LOCAL TIE-UPS | 
2 THAT HAD THE:NATIVES:ON EDGE... . 
Watch for Mammoth Titan 
“Deck” Campaign Manual. page 
Out Next Week..-A Blazing 
Battery -of Money Ideas and 
Grandest. Ads You}Ever}Sawl | q 
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BEHIND THE MAKEUP 





(Continued from page 22) 


he did in “Dance of Life,”’ his first 
picture. That honest, homely pan 
in a sincere, lovable part will draw 
a tew tears. But William Powell, 
whv continues to steal honors from 
those billed above him, does it again. 
Which is why house managers dis- 
regard press instructions and give 
Powell top breaks. 


Story starts in New Orleans, 


where Skelly is bowling ’em over 
within his small-time limitations, 
is a clown bike rider doubling in 
vocals He has met and fallen for 
a waitress, The romance is devel- 
oping. Then Skelly finds Powell in 
the street, about to collapse from 


hunger, and takes him to his room 
fcr a feed and a flop. Powell spills 
his story about coming from a fam- 
ily of -famous European clowns 


whose artistry is no longer appre- 
ciated by modern America. Skelly, 
the generous and somewhat sappy 
guy who has built up his litile rep 
on hoke, is all adoration and wants 
to form a two act. He suggests a 
slapstick routine, but Powell wants 
only the higher style of artistry. 
Dubious, Skelly tries out Powell's 
idea of an act with him, and they 
flop. As Skelly is doing a routine 
in a saloon, trying to get enough 
dough to feed the team, Powell 
blows out on him. 

Later Skelly attends a vaude show 
and se¢ Powell doing the act Skells 
had si sted with another partne! 
Backst re Powell alibis his dese 
tion and swiping of the Skelly act 
Lingo of the genius convinces Skelly, 
and he teams with Powell again— 
on the small end of the billing 
Powel! meets Skelly’s girl friend, 
and in o time has married rer 

With Skelly’s act the team pro- 
gresses to a Broadway show. Powell 
loves his wife, but is two-timing 
with another dame who gives him | 
the higher sort of stimulation his 


genius craves. Skelly, just a feeder 
in the act, covers up Powell's ca- 
vortings and tries to keep the wife 
happy. Powell loses all the 
savings in gambling, and eventually 
is tossed aside by, the second girl. 
He drowns himself.. Skelly attempts 
to shoulder the lost money blame 
so the widow will never know. Re- 
vealment of this sacrifice causes 
the pair’s final uniting. 

Fay 


act’s 


in 


ances of the two men. Kay Francis 


as the high-minded gal who weans | 


Powell away is subtly convincing. 
Press sheet announces this pic- 

ture was to contain shots of talking 

pictures in the making, 


of Skelly making a talker test. No 
vestige of these remained at the 
showing in Norfolk. 


Theme song is a likeable melody, 
“Never Say Die.” No heavy pro- 
duction displays except for short 
Shots of Skelly and Powell doing 
bits of the act. Bang. 


SECOND CHOICE 


(ALL DIALOG) 


Warner production and release, starring 
Dolores Costello. Directed by Howard 
Bretherton from Elizabeth Alexander’s story 
adapted by Joseph Jackson. Chester Mor- 
ris featured. At Warner's Beacon, N. Y. 
beginning Jan. 8. Running time, 66 mins 


Vallery Grove...ccccccseess Dolores Costello 
Don War:vxren...cosesessiseces Chester Morris 
Owen Mallery..ccccccscecccvess Jack Mulhall 
Beth Randall ..ccccccdeheccsecs Edna Murphy 


Although gaps in story logic are 
wide and many, “Second Choice,” 
despite characterizations which are 
as frequently unnatural, is a good 
program attraction. One of those 








TE FANDARD 


BY WHICH ALL STAGE 
ENTERTAINMENT ES 
JUSGED ‘ 





“beauty and the beast” marriages 
is an anticlimax to carlier sequences 
in which both parties have been 
slapped and resort to matrimony as 
a conventional buffer. 

Miss Costello, socially prominent 
but rejected by Chester Morris, be- 





Vray as the wife is surFdued | 
impressiveness by the perform- | 


scenes to be | 


cause of her poverty, is shown to 
advantage. Much of her former 
chill is replaced by a warmth and 


of dialog. 


The weaithy Owen Mallery is 
competently essayed by Jack Mul- 
hall, whose assignment is as prom- 


inent as that of Morris, who is fea- 
tured. 

Suspense is well sustained through 
the handling of speculation us to the 
marriage. While 


outcome ol the 


Vallery is fighting against a weak- 
ness for Don, Mallery is having a 
similar experience aboard a train 


with Beth, his former sweetheart, a 
lesser part played in perky fashion 


iby Edna Murphy. Morris shows a 
itendency toward stage hysterics 
when he flashes a gun on the hero- 
ine in a final effort to get her to 
leave her husband. 





the girl flat, and as she’s doing as 


best she can, 


with business evi- 


ouslv on board. 


Count’s father, who died mysteri- | 
tefusing to sign on 


dently okay, when he finds her again | the dotted line for the oil stock buy, | 


—love's 


young sweet dream has 


been pretty well smirched for flap- 
per consumption by the time they 
get together again. 


does, 
sincerity, especially in the recitation Haines has been playing a silly kid 


If that yarn sounds like the germ 
f a strong dramatic plot, and it 
don’t forget that meanwhile 


; sob And how silly those who see 
it will find out. So the ironic tan- 
gent which the picture takes is 


rather ludicrous in a supposed com- 


| edy. It unwinds like a Vina Del- 
mar rewrite of “Anna Christie.” 
Miss Page hasn’t much to do hut 
that appearance will count, as usual 
Dane is obviously not as yet on a 
riendly footin with dialog nd J 
_&- Nugent if torgetting that 
mixed up in the dialog credits, is 
most creditable as the meek half of 
a tyrannical marriage. Doesn't 


- ‘ , | 
One of the set novelties is a mov- 


ing house. Both floors are crowded 
with drunks, dancers, and musicians 
{but the momentum effect is there, 
regardless of whether a borax team 
or a couple of trucks did the pulling. 
Waly. 


| NAVY BLUES 
(ALL DIALOG) 


sven Swanson 


BEY. DKOWD.scocceccce 640bon 00 6000 Oo 
Mrs. Brown. .ecccesseees--ldythe Chapman 
Higgins..... le 


A feature that doesn’t merit the 
|coin it'll get on the Haines name 
land the Anita Page underpinning. 
|In those spots where they’re off, 
| William Haines “Navy Blues” is go- 
|iny to paint the theatre as the Har- 
|vard side in the Yale Bowl of a No- 
vember afternoon. But in a, majority 


of spots the picture is going to 
do fairly, the answer to that tre- 
mendous picture publicity, which 
ithe legit theatre men don't believe | 


+ 


and with which they can’t 
“Navy Blues” 


compete. 
will evolve into an ex- 
jample of making a bad picture 
|stand up in the Keys. 

And everybody can’t get off with 
a clean slate. The main sufferer will 





| picture. 


| probably be Haines. Not with “Navy | 


Blues.” 

jas weak as this the follow-up pic- 
|ture of the star concerned takes the 
isiap unless it’s unusually strong 
|going back to the old film adage of 
j}three successive bad pictures puts 
any of ’em on the skids. Tough on 
Haines because it’s not his fault, 
although a lot’ of the newspaper 
opinions will probably slip him the 
blame. 

Fault is in an exasperating story, 
and the comedy material which 
isn’t there. So Haines is over-play- 
ing for laughs. Clarence Brown, the 
director, evidently realizing the sit- 
uation, has apparently let him go as 
far as he likes. The result is that 
there are points where the star is 
embarrassingly unfunny. Haines 
can’t carry it alone (who can?) and 
especially when he hasn’t anything 
to give him a feothold. 

“Navy Blues” is a pretty fair ci- 


made behind, not in front of the 
camera. Not that Haines and his 
support cast are so short, but when 
the material is lacking to such an 
extent it doesn’t make much differ- 
ence who is in the picture, or show 
for entertainment values. 

That filmdom makes its own rules 
and can refute this theory is the 
| paradox that this release is going to 
i moderately well because Haines 
|is in it and his name will draw. The 
|picture companies get back that tre- 


|bad ones advertising budget on the 





bad ones. The good ones will always 
do business, anywhere. 

| Feature’s sock laugh is a side arm 
punch by Dane, as he and Haines 
|go through an anti-climax restau- 
lrant brawl. The Swede looks one 
| way and hits the other, It’s funny 
land the first instance noted of a 
| studio effort to pick up the pro- 
i verbial “dull thud” via microphone. 
| Story has Haines as a gob in port 
on leave and meeting Miss Page at 
a welfare club dance. She falls for 
the sailor to the extent that 
her irate mother orders the Navy 
out of the house, the daughter walks 


with him. He, in turn, walks out 
on the girl after procuring her a 
room for the night and informing 


|that he’s not the marrying kind. A 
itime jump brings Haines back to 
| the girl's home, the parents think 
| they’re married and he realizes that 
| Alice is still loose somewhere. To 


|make good with the unsuspecting 
home folks he goes on a search, 


finds her in a cafe with a man, the 
battle ensues, and the gob stages 
‘the reunion. 

To square himself with the audi- 
ence the script calls for Haines, in- 
dicating he'll marry the lass, despite 
her costume and dialog insinuating 
that during his absence she’s found 

ithe ancient means of keeping alive 
| But the varn has killed off sym- 
he leaves 


|pathy for Haines when 


His next cne. When they're | 


tation of the fact that pictures are | 


when | 


seem 
former and 
gent 
the 


through this type of fare. 
there. 
trying to do too much in lieu of lit- 


tle background. This is his first all- | 


possible that as 
writer as the 
could have condoned 
stuff that’s included. 
Haines can audibly kid 


smart a per- 
Nu- 


some of 


older 


his way 


He’s. simply the victim of 


talker, though he previously spoke 
in “Jimmy Valentine.” 

Picture won't further endear 
Haines into anyone's heart but 
| they'll come tm to see it, occasional- 
ly snicker at it, depart, and forge: 
t And the latte " t best 

1 \ ( 
n th on Sta 
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HATE SHiP 
(BRITISH MADE) 
(All Dialog, With Songs) 


i 


No worry | 


Directed by |Minus the sheared stuff, and regard- 


British International production and 
First National-Pathe release 
Norman Walker trom an adaptation of 
Bruce Graeme’s novel, Features Jameson 
Thomae, Jean Colin, and Randall Aryton 
Preview, Metropole theatre, London, Dex 
27. RCA recording. Running time, 00 
minutes, 
Vernon Wolfe......e- -Jameson Thomas 
CUE ees wctde cc dbasees »»»-Jean Colin 
Calne I ave 4:.6'4'b0 6 O8A00 650 ener Ivo Dawson 
CE. IEE 0.0.06 0s ebnaa% -Henry Victor 
Capt. McDonnell.......... Randall Ayrton 
yi gg: re Carl Harbord 
BROBCS. WOR 6 ins 64 006 05be cue is .Claude Raine | 


Countess Karova...........Marictte Minetti 





Adaptation here is so free it has 
produced a new story. Bruce Graeme 
could write another novel from this 
and give it a new title. About all 
they've left in is a pistol fired by 


electric contact from behind a wall. | 


But as a meller it’s a good enough 


acting; dialog is not too stagey; 
there’s action and nice clothes. 
Good for split weeks and daily 


changes in the States. 


Aboard a ritzy yacht is Wolfe and 
his party, thrown to get Wardell 


hooked on a phoney oil well propo- 
Sition framed between Wolfe 
the Count. Former is also making 
a play for Sylvia, whose father is in 
debt. The bromide, Wardell, scared 
of Wolfe, takes Peel with him as 
valet, Peel being an ex-captain and 
of the upper clawss. 


Yacht used to belong to the 


Recording is okay, also the | 


and | 


| 
| 
| 


Wardell is found shot, with no one! 
and no gun in the room. Peel and 
the ship’s captain. who takes charge | 


and quarrels with the owner, Wolfe, 
by doing so, probe and find the 
Count won't sit in the chair in| 


which Wardell was shot, so long as | 
someone is playing the piano in the] 


next room. it develops there's a 
gun hidden in the skirting behind 


the chair, fired when a certain chord 
is struck, this being the Count’s idea 
to a his father, who he be- 
lieves was murdered by Wolfe. 
Wolfe ind latter gets 


ensullns: scrap 


yvenge 


Count ied Ses 
killed in Peel gets 
from Edna 
eva i ley is 

Ran 


ship's 


isily fron 
his 
on capable 


1 
makes 


iptain seem rea Directh 


Groot iverag’ progran feature 
For Ameri i second fea- 

to Eneg- 

frat. 


BLAZE O’ GLORY 


(ALL DIALOG) 
(2d Review) 
sono Art has re-tailored this one. 
Picture premiered at the Cohan De 
30 New version come somew here 


here thev doi 


ture W 
broad “as 


|has become mild in transition to the 
screen, 


fly a trin ing of D lit pe 
petual 


vates 


ind co) ning e] 
“Blaze o' Glory” to fair pro- 
gram rating the average hi 
New edition, despite seve 
deletions, is projected in the 
time that the original required. 


SiIngil 


Lol 
¢ 


Lor eign 


Saltit 


less of the similarity in running pe- 
riod brought about by slower pro- 
jection, the court fadeouts into war | 
stuff is less apparent. Curbing the 
singing Dowling until screen encores 


are also fractionalized aids as well | 
in smoothing some of the rough 


edges and relieving the original con- 
tinuity. 

One situation, while wisely omit- 
ted for story importance, practically | 
sacrifices what appealed to many in 
the | 

t 





the opening night audience as 
best of the four song specialties 


This number, “Doughboy’s Lullaby,” | 
is clipped to an off-set murmur in 
the finis. Better the shears, how- 
ever, than the superfluous and illog- 
icai picture work which the render- 
ing of this theme requited. The 
marriage, while the troops are cross- 
ing the transport gangplank, is also 
out. In the same sequence, Dow!l- 
ing’s repeat on “Wrapped in a Red, 
Red Rose,” in competition with the 
liner’s whistle, is reduced to a few 
bars of humming. 

Phonograph solos in his reitera- 
tion of “Put a Little Salt on the 
Bluebird’s Tail’ are improved since 
little Frankie Darro doesn’t have to 
go through those anguishing pleas | 
for a cracked, coughing, and flatted | 
rendition, as was first done by the 
star. Waly. 


| tinental 


Kir 
Cc 
ing. At Loew’s New York, one day, 


Sandy Bentom...-sccceesesss 


ture, 


based 
Carr, 


lights go out and the girls pretend 


ithey’re wild, scenes that are actu- 
ally tame in comparison with what 
some pictures have offered, figure 
too prominently. If patrons don’t 
tire of the incessant noise-making 
in these sequences, they’re likely to 
find little interest in the plot This 
in episode in puppy love 

J es Murray sowing plenty 

if wild oats and resenting the sud- 
en determination of Merna Kene- 
nedy to do a little partying herself, 
He doesn't learn until the plane fine 
ish, when he rescues her up in mide 
ir, that she did all the things she 





j}hundred feet, 
|cording good. 


| tion, 


— en 


THE RAMPANT AGE 


(ALL DIALOG) 

Trem Carr production released by Cone 
Pictures. Based on a novel by 
t. S. Carr and adapted for the screen by 
H. ©. Hoyt. Phil Rosen, director. 
dialog Photography 

Kpatrick Recording by Neil 
F. Franklin, 


director. 
Jack and 
Jan, 


ii. Running time, 61 mins. 





Doris Lawrence.. 
re Borden 
Mistellie. vcicece occoceceess-Margaret Quimby 
Mrs. LAWrence,....eeeeee+-Florence Turner 


Mr. Beniton. .cescvcesccceesecees John Elliott 
JUS... es cccee ete ...Gertie Messinger 
BPO We Pees 0000 6660460868648 Pat Cunning 

Box office chances for “The Ram- 
pant Age iside from its titl are 
weak except for the laily < ngze 
grinds Shown at Loew s New 


York, daily change, as the lone fea 


Continental’s second talker igs 
on the novel of Robert S, 
an 18-year-old school boy ape 
seeking to expose youth in 
fling. What exists in 
of a sensational nature 


parently 
modern 
novel 


its 
the 


the censors. 
A round of gin parties, where the 


ostensibly was doing just to arouse 
his jealousy. Story is very slow 
getting started, with the noisy reve 
elry and dialog in the first reel dee 
veloping nothing at all outside of 
atmosphere. 
Murray and Miss Kennedy, loaned 
from U, fail to distinguish theme 
selves. 
But Eddie Borden, 
for comedy, is a delight in several 
spots, particularly 
Photography and ree 
Char, 


SPOKANE’S T.0.M.A. 


Spokane, Jan, 14, 

Organization of the Theatre Owne= 
and Managers’ Association hag 
been effected here, marking the first 
time such a group has combined in 
the interest of the theatres. 
Ray A. Grombacher, president and 
operator of Spokane Theatres, Inc, 
was named president. Will Maylon, 
producer-director-actor of the May= 
lon Players (stock) is vice-president 
and L. J. Carkey, manager of the 
t-K-O Orpheum, t!s_ secretary- 
treasurer, Meetings will be held 
weekly. 
All of the 12 theatres now operm 
ating here have joined the organiza- 


ers 


Charles 
A. Post producing manager, and John — 
by H. ° 


RCA Photophone recorde 
..James Murray 


eseeesess+-Merna Kennedy 
Eddie Mason...sece 


ee 


It is also true that the parts 
| offer them little. 


bene mth tea 


Reet 


in the last few 


lad 
ce 


oa 


A nt SRT pers aay are 











ANOTHER SUCCESS SCORED BY a 
“SOCIETY’S STEP-SONS” 


~~" KAYE “= 
~ SAYRE 


Not Forgetting ** WAFFLES” 
AT THE CAPITOL THEATRE, NEW YORK 


(LAST WEEK, JAN. 3, 1930) 


NOW AT LOEW’S PARADISE THEATRE 
PLAYING GREATER LOEW PRESENTATION HOUSES 


MR. LOUIS K. SIDNEY, MR. BENNY THAU, MR. ARTHUR KNORR 


We Extend Our Gratitude to 


PAST PERFORMANCES 


R-K-O 


TWO SOLID 


ONE SEASON PUBLIX CIRCUIT 


REPRESENTATION 


{HERMAN L. CITRON—CHAS. ALLEN 
iM. S. BENTHAM OFFICE 








YEARS R-K-O CIRCUIT, 


Picture Theatres 
JERRY CARGILL 
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Arbiration, Film Boards and 
Adjustments as Doubly Seen 


|Plunkett Month” for a ballyhoo over 





+ 


: | 
In over the six weeks -that arbi- | 
§ration has been shut down, pending 


Khe federal court’s decree, Film 
Boards have affected adjustments. | 
During that time only 300 cases, | 
mostly with exhibitors as complain- | 
ants, have heen filed | 

While it reveals this condition, 
the Hays organization also empha- 
sizes that it has no intention of | 





abolishi irbitration. The method, 
suspended until Judge Thacher tells 
how it can be patched up so as to}, 
be within the law, is t smoother | 
and more successful of the two, it 
is conceded, 
Company attorneys for the vari- 


Ous members of the Hays body met 











What Talkers Have Done 
To Trailers—$7.50 Rental 


‘Plunkett Month’ for R-K-0; 
No Picture in Lobby Display 


February will be called. “Jos. 


the R-K-O chain. 


Plunkett is the R-K-O general 
theatre operator. He is said to 


have issued an order to all man- 
agers to cling to the name only for 





Dialog has completely revolution- 
ized the National Screen Service, 


exploitation purposes, without men- 
tioning him otherwise or displaying 


only organization of its kind in the | his picture in any publicity or in 
trade. Where formerly silent trail- ithe lol 
rs ran 60 or 70 feet, talking trail- 
ers average from 300 to 350 feet. | 9 
Now necessary to create trailers | Al Gould Ss Escape 
on a scenario basis and with proper] More thrill than he ever got play- 
regard for censorship. Ti S0-jing out the SRO rope in the days 
illed “deluxe” trailer is « t when his local indie box offices wer 
ing trailer requi! flourishing, was experienced by Al 
ple of weeks instead of a few hours |Gould Friday night. He says he 
to edit. knew a car was going to sock his 
With the new era many houses, | taxi broadside. From here on it goes 


such as the Capitol and Paramount 





in his own language: 























Must Look to Sell 


Los Angeles, Jan, 14. 

Femmes applying as cashiers 
in Fox Coast theatres, draw 
one of five classifications: At- 
tractive blonde, attractive bru- 
net, fairly attractive blonde, 
fairly attractive brunet; filed 
for reference. 

That “fiied”’ 
may be capable 
enough of a 


in a 


means the gal 
but is not 
looker to sit out 
glass cage She may get 
insid¢ 
Intelligence is taker into 
ie ) re ft look 
hired but ill things 
gets 
the 
{ im- 
of lobby dress. 


©rTrs 
equal the cutie 

the job The face under 
“How Many? sign is an 
portant part 


Reserv sto ot 


being 


lookers 
iwaiting lobby showcase as- 


signments remains steady at 


about 390. 






























































“Sanday” Violation Suit | 
By NY.C. Against Roxy | 


i 

| 

| The City of New York has filed 
|a suit against the Roxy Theatres 
| Corporation, asking a penalty of 
'$500 on the ground that a performe 
lance at Roxy’s on Sunday, Jan. 20, 
,1929, was in violation of the law 
iprohibiting all Sunday theatre exe 
|hibitions except those which are 
isacred or educational, and barring 
lsecular acts, especially those in cose 
tume. 





Corporation Counsel Arthur J. W. 
Hilly was asked whether the action 
lis a test case, and if other $500 | 
suits for penalties were to be 


saa 


brought. 

“It is the only 
lhe said. 

“How does it happen that the ale 
leged violation was nearly year 
ago?” he was asked, 
i “We had a complaint about that 
| performance and the matter was 


one I know of, 


Sone a ma AR BE ARR EL ou atin ms 














last week and discussed the 1930 are using year trailers where they “IT saw that car coming for us a . Mi h A 7 jin the office for a long time until 
budget for the Film Boards. It ip} et bales cea (half block away and I knew we | its iC ° SS n lfinally some assistant got the 
understood that the figures are not Former blanket month! charge} would be hit. So, I looked around a DaDCES BEG erew up the court come 
fin excess of those for 1929. | of $25 in the silent days, has been | inside the cab and pulled Ay OO | Delo Ta 14. plaint,” he replied. 
Expe: tside he Havs grou replaced by a rental of $7.50 per| over to the right. Then I rolled up| Leavine the Michie Motion | At Roxy’s the suspicion was eXe 
ee tS Cee OF LS S28 7S STOUP | trailer. lin a ball and waited for the smash. | picture Theat rhe - pressed that some of the legitimate 
ridicul! even the thought of trade | - Ace aN ; 1] icture Theatt Ow! Ss © ; . 
re ; ~ gt OR gre = i The taxi was turned over, as I @€X- | terfiela Cir: i i i ler theatrical interests barred from 
eo eh | “ mere 3 sre 4 at he pected. I got out; how, I don’t! ctatement of a unday performances were behind 
arbitra or any lengthy period. | | * : . : : , in Pp . oe es cceik-an- aint - Ate 
, : | | knov 4} ‘ . ‘ pan he suit, but this was denied by Mr. 
The 22 t ie boards are simply the Booth Trouble . — , cng 4 ay Till 7 
. . . . ' 1 wre rvine sure Alonday | vers of the MPTOA ar ) -an- ;j* 
enforcers of rulings from arbitration | Al was trying to figure Monday |! t} ae ai P ~ ; eS 
3 ; atone . er ag i ‘hether his scarred arm and cleft |otner indie exhib combination with- 
Groups. they say. Producers and } ‘hicazo. Jan. 14 i* . Ba ES SL ROO Tit RAE Rl Pm ae y ° 
exchanczes as well as many exhib- | ’ cr ae — » < . . | che k vere worth five or 10 grand. jout consulting with Butt rfield. This WwW. E. Raises Budget for 
it ; t , holdi | Parthenon, Publix-B-K house, has ve ae pecs aoe e is alleged to be in violation of a 
ors, t ventured, are holding up| }.. SF II Ee : i otal a oas , ’ CF 
| been having plenty of trouble in the understanding among the members| Trade Paper Advertisin 
\ rs until arbitration is re- | : sa8ch —_ re = ‘ ; » Seve llber pe £ 
a until! arbitration is 1 booth. Shows have been moving | RUNNING FOR LANDLORD of the association’s board of direc- Western Mlectric 1 budgeting 
nea : rily . . ; . : “es ester Slectr s sudge § 
oe Ties ae jerkily, sometimes shutting down Los Angeles, Jan. 14, tors. around $50,000 to be spent in film 
entirely. R. D. Whitson’s lease on the Publix and R-K-O are financially i trade papers during the current 
NEGROES’ SILENT THEATRE Happened again last week. For| Broadway, San Diego, Cal,. 1.000- interested in the Butterfield chain. year. This is above the 1929 amount, 
Elizabeth City, N. C., Jan. 14. the third time in two months the | seater, expired Dec. 31 s0 he is initially allotted as $20,000. 
Sound is responsible for negroes ra — out, and house had/now operating for the landlord. RICHMOND'S 1,100-SEATER — 
“af 7. y 7 a. 6 . , 
having a big theatre of their own |‘ refund *%375 to patrons who| Whitson owns considerable of the Richmond, Va., Jan. 14 FREE EDUCATIONALS 
here. wouldn’t wait. house equipment for which his Richmond’s newest theater is to Lynchburg, Va., Jan. 14. 
Alkrama, silent house, didn’t draw landlord now pays him rent. seat 1,100, according to plans an- Not only are classroom subjects fj 
after the newer Carolina was wired. Cutting Down Whitson. books the films and/ nounced by E, F. Neal, secretary- | being exposed on the silver sheet by Ge 
eg to ae es eopp ier be man San Diego, Cal, Jan. 14 manages the house. Owner is E./| treasurer of a newly formed build- | Alpha Chi Sigma fraternity, Univers | 
ody suggeste e all-colore ea. ; re Poe Sen ae. ta i nds rporatic rj - | sity firgini ri 
House is now crowded on week.| New Fox theatre here has elimi- A. Edmonds. ing corporation. House will be con-| sity of Virginia, but visiting sure 
end , ite tl ‘lent ~ | nated its local line of 12 ciris Now structed at 25th and Marshall streets | geons are being entertained with 7) 
S, despite the silent programs. ; "©" * — ope w I a °j » k ae the Dateick | ick 
toth theatres are owned by the |COMfining the stage shows to the ANOTHER CLAIM — will be known as the eeameacanl o a dear to the professional ie 
; ‘ , . " enry 1eart, } 
me company. |Fanchon and Marco units. x - a 1 , \ 
Bame pany BR ee oP age igen ea oor sat Omaha, Jan. 14. This is the first theatre to be bulit This fraternity has announced “| 7 
ENT ne eae | Story reporting that the 248-| here since sound arrived. Church | monthly program of technical films, 9% 
Eddie Cschman, traveling sales | |seater in Atkinson, Neb., was the] Hill sector has a population of 40,- | Subjects will be chosen for their Be 
lad for W. E. equipment, is spend- Mike Connolly is severing connec-|smallest sound house, brings a re-| 000. The theatre will be located in | educational value, and no admission + : 
ing th. present time around Wash- tions with the Edward Small New |tort that a 200-seater at Clearwater, | the heart of this section’: business | will be charged. The public is to be Hi | 
ington and Atlanta, York office Jan. 15. |Neb., is the champ. district. | invited, i 
i 











“THE OLD MAESTRO” 


CONGRESS HOTEL, CHICAGO 
Doubling This Week at PALACE, CHICAGO, to Very Splendid Results 


Direction WM. MORRIS OFFICE 





Just Returned from Dear Old London 


and his 


ORCHESTRA 


Playing a Delightful Engagement of Six Weeks at the 


Vaudeville Direction, MORRIS & FEIL 
Personal Management, HERMAN and JEFF BERNIE, 745 Seventh Avenue, New York 
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She Worlds ~ 
- Favorite 


Wal tz Song) 








wat 
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% THE SENSATIONAL WAL TE SUCCES; bapey 


ty HARRY TIERNEY a (BUT ONL 










IN 


MABEL WAY NE'S | , Bic 


Do Y, 


Lyric 4) HAVEN GILLESPIE JUST A 
_dttaining All ‘The’ Success 


OVE MADE A 


ty FRED PHILLIPS, HARRY De 
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ALREADY A BIG HIT IN CHICAGO / | 


“FUNNY. DEAR. WHAT _ 
LOVE CAN DO’ 


6, JOE BENNETT, GEO. A. LITTLE and CHARLEY STRAIGHT | 


“You Cant Go Wronc : LEO. a E Z ST. INC., Cor. BROADWAY « 


Wrra Any ‘Ferst’ Sone" (SAN FRANCISCO) (CINCINNATI (PHILADEI-PHIA 


942 MARKET ST. 707 LYRIC THEA. BLDG. 1228 MARKET ST, 


DETROIT CTORONTO 5 (CoSHICAGO— f&BO 


310 MICHIGAN THEA. BLDG. 93 YONGE STREE 5 w. RANDOLPH ST 240 TE 
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 276 COLLINS ST, 


ee 
ae aie = 
Sas ee ; 
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ES 5) FROM THE REK-O PRODUCTION 
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L 


'S | ‘BIGGEST. FOX ‘TROT HIT s:: 


IN. MY DREAMS) e JOSEPH MeCARTHY 












CRY De COSTA 6& LEON ZIMMERMAN 





SOMETHING NEW AND CLEVER—ITS SURE TO CLICK / 
THE ONE 1 LOVE 


UST CAN'T BE 
BOTHERED WITH ME’ 


by GUS KAHN & SEYMOUR SIMONS 
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Dance 
Orchestrations | 


AY. ond, SO, ST NEW YORK 


DEI.PHIA; (KANSAS CITY> LOS ANGELES» 


ARKET S‘T,, GAYETY THEA. BLDG 405 MAJESTIC THEA. BLOG, 50° ORD LERo 
BOS T N, ENG. PARIS, FRANCE OR DIRECT. 
a TRE Sisoter be LOND OMe cross RO 30 Rue de 'ECHIQUIERY | 
BERLIN, GERMANY 37 LEIPZIGER STRASSE 
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Club Agencies Socked by Amateurs 
And Obliging Employment Agents 





With regular employment agen- 
cies now in the club business in 





TEAM DOES 20 SHOWS 





a big way with ‘amateur talent, D AILY ON STREET CARS 
chances for the theatrical club 
igeney are being minimized to the ris 
where only pickings can be San Fra co. Jan. 14 
counted on. Bloom and Dale, vaude team 
is estimated by those in clo j have just finished a week's et 
with the club booking situ-| gagement in local street cars, play- | 
that there are at least 259/ ing 20 shows a day | 
agencies catering to various Act was employed by Cliff Worl 
.s of organizations where enter-| of the R-K-O Orpheum and used 


tainment of this type is wanted. 


e field is so sewed up, not onl; 
by the 
offices but by the few 
club agencies in the business, that 
newcomers are practically licked be- 


theatrical} ! 





special material 


. 1; 
non-theatrical employment | “ 


land yell at woman: 


Each performance was played in 
different downtown street car. 
toutine had comic rise from seat 


“1? don’t care where you're going. 





fore they start I'm getting off here!” Girl registers 
pa gpm pele ; appropriate surprise and annoy- 
> are s ra agencies | 
rhere ure several club ag goad 
in Brooklyn to supply that field, and | “what for?” al ce 
7 he o she screeches. 
many in New Jersey. In Newark} danse Shy py BS 5 
there are at least 10 club agencies.| “! don't care where youre going, | 
Business from Philadelphia is — ee ga? Fig veges, i 
: : . yreat picture ts a e Orpheum 
scarce in the club agencies in New | S768" Petar re 
: {and I'm going to see it! 


there being around 50 


acer 
Ast 


that cit tontee te clel | Man teaves the car as pass ngers | 
cies im nat city catering CiUHs . i. ath 
5 . rape. nan leaves at next stop 
Some of the biggest club busi- | 5 > yon ; = ext cal 
nen > tne Nexrt ~ 2 
ness revenue comes from amateurs, | wt al EL | 
who work during the day with coim- 
mercial organizations. These peop: 1 NT ic LY 
7 : ‘whem HE 
> willing to work evenings for > | COULD 
or $10 and represent a large per- : oS 
5: . Sar lcony atrons of Loew’s 
cent: ige of club talent that isn't ee ; 1 t ak “we hiiline 
carried on the books of the average ran wae P a 
club agency. 





which could 


é ? 
MORE NAMES AND MOR | cheered by those closer to the stage 


| was the experience of 
MONEY IN WAITING <i 


Loew's Midland Saturday evening. 
The huge theatre was packed. Soon 





More film names angling with! after Mr. Kelly started on his 
Keith's for vaude time are Eddie! southern courtroom act, those in 
Dowling, Ricardo Cortez, Alma | the rear seats of the balcony, half 
Rubens (Mrs. Cortez), Normaja block from the stage, started to 
Terris, Belle Bennett and Hal} applaud. 

Skelly. All asking for plenty. The speaker tried to continue | 


Dowling, Skelly and Miss Terris} but the clapping grew louder. Judse | 
Keliy stepped to 
a week class for stage appearances./} ing his hand for silence, said: 


have set themselves up in the $5,000 


Miss Terris’ terms say she is un-} 
willing to give more than two per- 
formances daily. 

Skelly claims $5,000 is necessary 
to operate a condensed version of 
“Burlesque,” which he has secured} 
for vaude use, Heavy royalties to 
Arthur Hopkins on the script must 
be taken care of. 

Dowling’s $5,000 bid was made on 
general principles. 














Creditors Sue—Marion 


Harris Blames Orphium| 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Following the bankruptcy pe- 
tition filed here against Marion 
Harris by three creditors while she 
was at the Palace, a suit has been 
brought against the Orpheum cir- 
cuit for forcing her to close. The 
claims against Miss Harris are for 
$20,000, 

Attorney for Miss Harris states 
that bankruptcy was forced upon 
her by the Orpheum Circuit when 
it withheld $900 of the $1,750 due 
for her week at the Palace here, and 
when it cancelled her New York and 
Cleveland bookings, making it im- 
possible for her to pay her bills. It 
is admitted Miss Harris owed the 
circuit money, but she claims the 
money was to have been deducted 
in three installments. 


‘ 








In Person with Shorts 


Nat Carr, Hebe dialect comic, has 
framed a stage monolog for person- 
al appearances in vaude houses in 
conjunction with his Vitaphone and 
Radio short talkers, 

Carr broke in in person and on 
the screen at Loew’s Grand, New 
York, last week. : 





Ruth Gordon’s Act 

Ruth Gordon is to appear in a 
vaude act being produced by Ben 
Boyer, 

Miss Gordon is already signed by 
Lawrence Weber for a show to be 
produced after his Ernest Truex 
show is launched, so her vaudeville 
appearance will be limited, 





Piazza Held Home 
Ben Piazza, of Keith’s booking 
office, is ill with flu at his home in 
New York. Doctors may keep him 
out of action for about two weeks, 
Because of Piazza’s illness, pro- 
posed trip of Charlie Freeman, 
Keith’s western booking head, to 
the Coast has been temporarily 


last 30 years. 
of being the first to ever interrupt 
I beg that you will pardon | 


Kansas City, Jan. 14. 
Jeered by a part of the audience 
not hear him, and 
Cc 
at 


Walter 


“The Virginia Judge” 


Radio Providing Continuous 
Work for Artists From Vande 











ANN PRITCHARD 


Late feature of 
Gambol.” 


Now appearing in her own act on 


“Ned Wayburn’s 





Loew Circuit. Acclaimed by all| nett) give a curtain talk, although 
critics as the outstanding dancer of his act barely went over. When 
the theatre. |some of the spectators started to 
Manager for vaudeville | walk he belabored them and the | 
IRVING YATES RKO Chicago press department for | 

about six minutes. | 

; The following night Miss Bas- | 

POLICE CENSOR HANGS quette, after taking a curtain, did aj 
|bit talk for five minutes. She 

showed the spectators why Jack 


OVER COAST THEATRES 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 
Aimed to put a turb on the main 
street “honky tonks” and “cooch” 
joints, the Police Commission has 
recommended to the City Council 
passage of an ordinance giving the 
police complete supervision over 
the licensing and operation of the- 
A tentative draft of the ordinance 
would give the commission such 
far-reaching power that it could 
close theatres on Sunday as well as 

arbitrarily enforce a censorship. 
This ordinance would make the 
commission the sole judges as to 
what proper amusement and 





is 





the front and rais- 


gentlemen, I 
many stages in the 
You have tke honor 


and 
on 


“Ladies 
appeared 


my act. 
my intrusion.” 
As he left the 


the balcony realized what had hap- 
pened and applause was given him. 

Returning Keliy again addressed 
the audience, saying: 

“Tadies and gentlemen, I ha’ not 
thought the theatre was so large. 
Perhaps you could-not hear well in 
the rear. Iam very sorry and thank 
you very much for your generosity.” 
He hesitated for a moment and 
added, “The band that follows is 
good.” 


Again he exited but the applause | 


continued and the judge responded 
for several bows, but no more talk- 
ing that night. 





Cortez-Rubens Acts 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Ricardo Cortez and his wife, Alma 
Rubens, are bound for New York, 
\where they will separately start 
on vaude routes. 

Cortez will appear in a sketch, 
“Brothers,” produced by Max Gor- 
don, while Miss Fubens will do a 
chanting turn, aided by a pianist. 





O’Hara’s Vaude Act 


For vaude Fiske O'Hara is ap- 
pearing in a musical comedy play- 
let, “The O’Sheas.” 

His Keith debut was made Jan. 
11 at the Bushwick, Brooklyn. Two 
persons are assisting. 





Just for Record 


The Pantages Vaudeville Agents’ 
Association has quietly passed out 
of existence. 

Association had started to become 
active just when Pan disposed 
of his main holdings to the R-K-O. 





Owen Moore’s Sketch 
Ios Angeles, Jan, 14. 

Owen Moore will open for Keith 
at the State theatre, Long Beach, 
early in February. 

He will use a sketch, “Private 
Jones,” by Richard Schayer, shown 
at the Writers’ Club two years ago, 
for his vaude debut. 





Gene Dennis for Loew’s 
Gene Dennis opens for Loew's in 
Boston Monday. Miss Dennis re- 





postponed. 


cently completed a tour of Publix. 


| also have 

theatre for the presentation of any- 
| thing it 
have | 


stage those on the | 
lower floor and the closer seats in 


is 


what objectionable. It would 
authority to padlock a 


considers improper. 

The ordinance’s scope SO 
broad it proposes that all establish- 
ments where paid entertainment is 


is 


held shall be designated as “the- 
atres” regardless of whether or not 





they have stages. 
commission the 


It also gives the 
rignt to formulate 
rules which would regulate the 
hours and days which’ theatres 
could present performances. 

Such an ordinance would please 
the “blue law” element that is par- 
ticularly strong with John C. Por- 
ter, the present mayor, and which 
groups backed him in his candidacy 
last year for the office. 

The idea for the proposed ordi- 
nance was conceived by the 1929 
Grand Jury, which attacked mu- 
seums and girly-shows on Main 
street. Mayor Porter prior to run- 
ning for his office had been fore- 
man of the grand jury. 

City Attorney Werner, to whom 
the proposed ordinance was sub- 
mitted for approval, called atten- | 
tion to the “blue law” phase, but 
has gone ahead working on its le-| 
gality and will have it prepared for 
the action of the City Council late | 
this month. 

In the meantime the Association 
of Motion Picture Producers and 
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of Southern California have filed 
protests with the Council against 
local regulafion claiming there are 
sufficient state laws and local ordi- 
nances on the statute books to 
guard against indecent shows. 

They also seemed to sense the 
fact that the “blue law” element 
has an ace in the hole which might 
lead to Sunday closing of all the- 
atres. At present theatres through- 
out the state can give regular per- 
formances on the Sabbath. 











Richard (“Curtain Speech”) Ben- 
nett was a definite flop as a cur- 
| tain speaker in the Palace, where 
|his skit, “Cigar Boxes,” played last 
week. 

By the same token Lina Bas- 
| quette, on the same bill, sat Mr. 
Bennett into his niche with a vocal 


thud and betook herself all curtain 
speech laurels. 


| nett, closing intermission, demand- 
led of 


A. 
- 


DICK BENNETT SETBACK 
IN CURTAIN SPEECHES 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 


At the Sunday night show Ben- 


the audience that he (Ben- 





Hess, p. a. chief here, and others in 
his department, are very much o. k. 

Bennett made subsequent curtain 
talks, but altered his subject mat- 


ter, 





JACKSON’S MISTAKE 


Tramp Cyclist On Street in Stage 
Clothes Jailed in Brooklyn 

Joe Jackson—and this is on the 
level—missed the supper show at 
Keith’s Madison, Brooklyn, Satur- 
day and sat in jail instead because 
he wore his tramp stage outfit on 
the street and looked suspicious to 
a cop. 

Jackson became 
matinee and drove his car to a 
nearby physician’s office without 
changing to street clothes. By the 
time he was through with the doc, 
his car had violated the parking 
rules and a cop was waiting outside 
with a ticket. 

To the Brooklyn limb of the law 
Jackson closely resembled a com- 
mon specie of hobo and the cop re- | 


ill during the 


fused to believe his story. He was 
taken to the station, booked as a 
suspicious character and held for 


identification. 
By the time the theatre was 





reached to square it, Jackson had 
muffed the supper show, 


N. V. A. Checker Tourney 


Checkers, b’gosh, are the rage at 
the N. V. A. club. All because the 
N: VY. A. checker tournament is on, 
the competitive playing starting 
Jan. 15. Both active and lay mem- 
bers are taking part. 

There will be a handicap tour- 
nament with all contestants having 
a chance to win the prizes offered 
by N. V. A., Henry Chesterfield, 
Eddie Cantor, Pat Casey and others. 
Major Doyle is chairman of the 
checker committee. 

Among the entries are Herbert 
Williams, Luigi Pecaro, Fred Stone, 
William Beattie, Burt Turner, Tom 
Sawyer, Dave Oakes, Frank Crom- 
well, Louis Modena, Fred Hanlon, 
Henry LeGrand, Charles Troy, 
Eddie Geer, Frank Glass, Anthony 
Andres, Henry Talmund, Clifford 
Mack, Paul Martell, Bob Belli, 
Charles McDonald, Louis Waters, 
Harry Hart, Barney Flynn, Al Ed- 
wards, Billy Rouge and Dan Duffy. 








Flamm Joins Sobel 


Harry Fiamm, Keith agent for 








MacDonald Handling Riv. 


Harry MacDonald, brother of 
Charles MacDonald, R-K-O New 
York division manager, left the 
Hippodrome, New York, this week 
to take over management of the 
Riverside under latter’s new policy. 
MacDonald is successor to Harry 
Mitchell at the Riv. 

Al Reid, formerly with Stanley 
Fabian, is the new Hip manager, 





CONKLIN’S WB SHORT 


Chester Conklin, through Tou 
Irwin, will do a Warner short, “The 
Master Sweeper,” written by Wal- 
lace Sullivan of Variety’s New York 
office. Charles Butterworth was 
originally scheduled for the lead. 

Will go into work at the Flatbush 
studio next week. 








several years with Weber-Simon, is 
transferring to the Nat Sobel 
agency, also Keith's. 

Sobel became partnerless when 
Joe Sullivan left recently. 





Denies Being Let Out 

Report that Charles Niggermeyer 
had been let out by Publix is denied 
by Niggermeyer. 

Niggermeyer states that he left 
voluntarily, despite suggestion by 
A. J. Balaban that he remain until 
at least May 1, 





Jack Benny Called Back 
Jack Benny returned to the coast 
Sunday after playing for R-K-O one 
month, Benny was forced to cut 
his R-K-O tour as Metro sent for 
him to appear in a new talker. 
Benny is under contract to M-G- 





Figuring out the time possibilitieg 
on the air has revealed that radio 
is headed for the lap of the vaude 


artists. Radio has an alluring pro- 
vision of time, performance and 
salary. 

Illustrative this is the ether 


performance of Little Jack Little, 


out there in Cincy. This pianolog 


artist hitting over WIW, the Crosse 
ley Radio station, shows 10 times 
weekly over the mike, rating plenty 


four figures for his stuff—and no 


worry about rails, rods, billing or 
hotels. Little shows once on Sune 
days, Thursdays and idays and 
twice other days. 
100 at Present 

The situation is by 1 1eans cone 
spicious at the present h an estie 
mate of less than 100 vaude artists 
using the air for a living. Of this 
number NBC uses abovt 60. The 
remainder divided between Colum- 


bia and the bigger independents, 


Aitogether there are 487 stations 
in the U. S. but not all go for alle 
day programs and many are just 
propaganda sources f civic, re<- 


religious and other lay bodies. 
Radio's big time is over ths 
chains and approximately 75 of the 
bigger independent stations, making 


an air theatre circuit of about 214 
stations, 
These stations use from two to 


10 artists on a single program and 
the latter may range in time from 
five minutes or an hour or more, 
The number of programs that may 
be aired then is pretty nearly un- 
limited with certain stations—~< 
some of which open at 6:45 in the 
morning and run until two the fole 
lowing morning. They can run 
from 20 air hours to over 70. 


LOEW'S MAY GO BACK 
TO MON-THURS, CHANGE 


Loew’s may 





shortly revert to its 
old policy of changing programs in 
its split week houses in the metro- 
politan district on Mondays and 
Thursdays instead of Saturdays 
and Wednesdays, as is now the cus- 
tom. A meeting of the Loew offie 
cials will be held this week to de- 
termine whether or not to revert to 
the former change days. 

Present policy has not shown up 
as profitable as the Monday and 
Thursday program changes. Two 
days reported to suffer heavily are 
Monday and Tuesday. 

At present the change is only bee 
ing considered for the split week 
houses in New York. 





Hat-Thrower Misses 
Too Often—Eased Out 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14, 


Johnson and Drucker, hat throwe 
ers, were cancelled at the R-K-O 
after the last show on Wednesday. 

Drucker didn’t seem to see his 
partner. All the hats he threw at 
him landed in the orchestra pit. 

Johnson eased him off the stage 
and finished the act alone. They 
were booked locally, filling in for 
the week. 





Performers Sue “Peaches” 


Claiming “Peaches” Browning 
withheld three days’ salary from 
them when they played in her act, 
Walter Pearson, Fred Borbe and 
Gertrude D’Arcy, latter two a team 
and suing as one, have started ac- 
tion through their attorney, E. 
Franklyn Goldner, to regain the 
money. 

Claim is for doubling between 
the Embassy and Montclair in New 
Jersey for three days in Nov., 19238, 
for which they allege only one 
week's salary was paid. 





R-K-O0 Managerial Changes 


Latest R-K-O managerial switch- 
es place Harry Mitchell, manager of 
the Riverside, New York, and “Doc” 
Miller, manager of the Palace, 
South Bend on the outside. 

Ia South Bend, Jack Gross, manm- 
ager of the Granada, also assumc3 











M until June. 


direction of the Palace. 
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Seeing No Advancement in Sight 


i 


Benny Thaw Quits $15,000 Leew Job 


Benny Thau, rated among the 
Jeading va ideviile bookers of tl 
country, quit his Loev job old 


when advised there could be no ad- 
vancement in position or salary for 
him as a Loew booker. His pres- 
ent salary is $15,000 yearly, and he 
will leave Loew's vaude baoking de- ; 
partment the end of this month. | 


Thau has no immediate plans, | 


other than to take a vacation. His 
work and hooks in’ the Loew offices 
will be taken over by Marvin 
Schenck. rvin is chief booker 
under the d of the departnient 
J. H. Lubin 

Thau left Ke books two and 
a half years ago to go with Loew. 


In Keith’s Thau had been a booker 
of the Orpheum Circuit houses un- 
der George Godfrey. Thau estab- 
lished his rep in that position. Later, 


Godfrey became chief booker for 
Keith’s and recently, when that 
booking department was zoned, 
Godfrey remained as the R-K-G 


booker in the east. 
Told by Ed Schiller 

Unusualness of Thau’s move, and 
at his salary, is as rare in the show 
business as in any other industry. 
He is said to have been advised 
that he had reached his possible 
peak in the Loew booking office by 
E. V.-Schiller, Loew's general the- 
atre operator. Schiller is said to 
have suggested to Thau that he go 
into another branch of the circuit, 
but Thau declined. Heiis said to 
have replied that after spending a | 
number of vears booking, he did not 





eare to slowly pick up a new voca- 
tion. 
Mr. Lubin has been 


the Loew booking office since Jos. 
M. Schenck left long ago. 
appointed by Mareus Loew. 
Schenck is Lubin’s son-in-law. 
iz a nephew of Joe 
Schenck, the latter 
Loew’s. 


CHI BOOKERS, AGENTS 
NIX EASTERN FLASHES 


He was 
Marvin 
He 
and Nick 


} 
in charge | 
| 
} 
president of | 


' 





Flash acts were entirely passed 
up by Chicago Keith bookers and 
agents in New York for acts during 
the past week. All other types of 
turns were viewed as possibilities 
for the west, 

Flashes were out of considera- 
tion, it was said, because of the 
overloaded condition at present of 
the Chicago books. Most flashes 
Playing in that section are locally 
Produced affairs and Chi producers 
are turning out more than the 
bookers can use, the western Keith 
men stated. 

Remaining in town this week are 
Max Richards, Danny Graham and 
Miles Ingalls, agents, and Dick 
Bergen, booker. Between 25 and 
50 acts will be signed by them for 
Western vaude. Acts are being of- 
fered contracts guaranteeing 10 
weeks with options for more time. 

Greatest difficulty confronting the 
bookers is in convincing eastern 
acts to take the salary cuts neces- 
sary to comply with western house 
budgets, from reports. 





Manager May Lose Sight 
From Counting Money 
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EUGENIC BABY 
CARED FOR BY 
ROSCOE AILS 


Kate Pullman, Mother, 
Receives Settlement— 
Boy Christened 





Toronto, Jan. 14. 

While Kate Pullman was appear- 
ing at Pantages here last week, she 
informed a Variety reporter that 
Roscoe Ails had made a settlement 
with her on behalf of Miss Pull- 
man’s “eugenic’ baby. The child 
has been christened Roscoe Cleve- 
land Ails, Jr., said Miss Pullman. 

Roscoe Ails is the admitted father 
of Kate Pullman’s boy, born out of 
wedlock in Chicago last summer. 
Previously Miss Pullman had ap- 
peared with Ails in the latter's 
vaudeville act for some years. They 
separated after a strong verbal 
battle in their hotel room in a 
Pennsylvania town. 

The split followed a story in “Va- 
riety” that Ails was the father of 
another “eugenic” baby, had by a 
woman ih New York some weeks 
before. That case receiv consid- 
erable speculation over the father 
in the dailies, as the mother was 
quite well known. She denied Ails 
was its father and Ails stood by her 
denial before the story was printed. 
“Variety’s” information was suf- 
ficient to print the facts, with the 
story remaining undenied after pub- 
lication. 





| 
Miss Pullman is said to have up- | 
braided Ails when reading the story | 


in “Variety.” As a net result she 
was tossed out of the room by 
Roscoe at three in the morning. The 
clerks tossed Roscoe after her, but 
they remained apart thereafter. 

Since then Ails has been appear- 
ing in vaude and productions, with 
Miss Pullman forming a vaude act 
of her own. 





Keith’s Awards Morrison 
“Office Act” Commission 


Retroactive decision by 
booking office awards back 
sion from Ledova, the 
Charles Morrison, 


t+1," 


_ 
meEILN 


commis- 


Ss 


in settle- 


agent 


|ment of Morrison's plea for commis- 





. * “ ? * , 
Toledo, Jan. 14. (ston on grounds of being Ledova’'s 
that Jack Merriman | agent prior and up to the time 
the sight of one €ye/ Keith's booked her direct. 
infeetion. Ledova was engaged by Keith's) 
. on ae nan is the manager of | production department for an “of- 
0e€ws Valentine. The infection is fice act” in which she is now playing 
repeated 0 pnt ee fi t” ir hich s : 
9p — to have b en- caus ‘d land featured. 2 dancer's pre- 
, = ‘me Manager rubbing 415 | vious Keith bookings were consum- 
eye after counting money which ] _.,; hrough Morrisor 
tn | mated through Morrison. 
d tainted bill, ah A 
— epee Opens Dance School 
7H ans 
BROWN-SCHNITZER WEST Reading, Pa., Jan. 
Los Angeles, Jan. 14. | Catharine L. Wolff, Reading en- 
ram S. Brown, head of R-K-O,/ tertainer who took a dozen girl 
a Joseph I. Schnitzer, president | dancers on a coast-to-coast 
©t Radio P ¢ e due he Jan. } tour, has quit the read. 
25. She has opened a dance studio 
> erences with studio execs and | here to train girls for dancing and 
7? S| 
agers, the stage. 
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Good Novelty Show as 
Vaudeville’s Substitute 
Where Presentation Not 
Overly Familiar—As at 
Norfolk, Not Strong 
Enough to Replace Vaude 

| Bill in Larger Cities 


By CLAUDE BINYON 
Norfolk, Va. 


Jan. 

As an alert experiment in increas- 
ing the variety of vaude for its 
| southern houses, Loew’s adaptation 
|of its New York-produced picture 
| house presentations for its smaller 
| budgeted vaudeville theatres was 
| deemed worthy of immediate record. 

At Loew’s State here this week, 
is first of the vaude-presentation 
units, “Dresden China,” an indubit- 
able click with the populace. The 
city’s leading ‘critic, who reviews 
vaude, pictures and an occasional 
road show besides doubling on the 
copy desk, stated it was the best 
popular-priced stage entertainment 
he has glimpsed in his 25 years of 
Norfolk show-going. 

It is not planned to replace vaude 
in these 10 weeks of southern 





with the revised picture house units. | 
;One will tour the time on an average | 


of every five weeks, as a deviation 
from the regular five-act bills. 
doubtedly they will 
novelty in the houses and will re- 
ceive better than normal patronage. 
Acts retained for both the 11 weeks 
in picture houses and the 10 of 
southern vaude will have a’route of 
21 weeks. 

Veude salary expenditures in the 
Loew southern houses averacse 
about $2,500 weekly. Presentations 
produced at the Capitol, New York, 
by Louis K. Sidney cost from $3 500 
to $4,500 weekly, after they leave 
the elaborate Capitol and start play- 
ing the less pretentious picture 
houses, Th2 main item to be met 
in their revision for vaude is an- 
other cutting of expenditures; next, 


be 


med flash with something substan- 
tial. In this instance it’s comedy. 

In each house the regular pit or- 
chestra is brought up on the stage; 
which makes }jittle difference in the 
theatre’s music overhead. The tour- 
ing troupe of ballet girls is cut from 
16 to 12 when reaching the vaude 
houses, and may Jater be cut to 190 
ior eight. A comedy act is insert7d 
in each unit to act as m. e., be- 
cides doing :t: own routine, and one 
;or two act replacements are made 
to reduce the overhead. 

Lenger and Slower 


The result is best described 
vaude-presentation. 
the accepted picture house style of 
presentation in being longer, slow- 
er paced, more devoted to comedy 
and less to cutright flash. Its acts 
stick around with that no-hurry 
attitude of vaudeville, with the 
usual picture house pace maintained 
only when the unit gets away from 
its several sequences in “one.” 
Slower paciing makes easy the in- 
timacy desired in vaude. 
Although in larger 
stageband have become 
familiar theatres are trying varia- 
relieve the monotony, in 
such as Norfolk a pre- 
| sentation backed by a stageband 
| may be considered practically a 
new form of entertainment. Loew’s 
| State is only theatre 
stage show in this town. Until this 





as 





the cities 


sO 


Snows 


} tions to 
] 


| localities 


the 


| week the natives had not met the 
| house musicians face to face. 

This novelty, which in other spots 
+is no longer a novelty, is respons- 
|ible to a great degree for the good 
reception given the unit both in 


Norfolk and is 


week. Scenic flash, a lineup 


of girl and the band as « mp ed 

to the less orful dressing of 

oderate quali i t 

bil is bvio e sales po 

the ss If f bring i 
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Keith Houses Pay Excess Salaries 


To Make Up for Act's “Cut” Dates 
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R-K-O WESTERN 
_ SHAKEUP NEAR 


Chic: 14. 


R-K-O personnel in this section is 


Jan. 


£0, 
preparing for a shakeup following 
the arrival here of Joseph Plunkett, 
general and Jules Levy, 
general circuit film buyer, who are 
and tour of the 


manager, 


making a survey 
northwest houses. 

Several changes are rumored, with 
the hot tip being that Claude Saun- 
ders, divisional . director for the 
northwest, which includes Minneap- 
olis, St. Paul, Winnipeg, Calgary, 
| Omaha and Denver, will be switched 
+to the easterrm territory. The dis- 
trict probably assigned to Saunders 
will be Baltimore, Washington and 
| Philadelphia. 





| Visional director for Publix, is slated 
to move over into. R-K-O ranks te 
replace Saunders. 

Other switches are expected 
throughout the midwest, with a 
change at Milwaukee particularly 
imminent. 


MAKING TALKERS ON STAGE 


Full Crew and Equipment Also For 
‘ Reproduction 





A new act, breaking in tomorrow 
(Thursday) at the Republic, Brook- 
/ lyn, will show the public how talk- 
ers are made. It is called “Making 
Talkies,” reported backed by picture 


capital. 

Carrying a cameraman, director, 
recording man and an operator (at 
union scale), talking pictures will 
be made on the stage and repro- 
| duced by special projection appara - 
tus. Due to cost of production and 
/ overhead, act wil have to get 
around $2,004, it is said. 
Frank Abrams, in 
“Making Talkies,” has given book- 





+ found to 


Jack L, McCurdy, di- | 


control of! 


SS m | w! h K 
1g department avoid xceeds 
house vaude budgets is fo , 
! of the circuit’s theatres if 


New York and the east to pay mor 
for bills than they actually 

Under the system when a show is 
cost more than hous¢ 
limit permits, acts are asked to take 
a cut and promised the difference 
will be made up at a later date. The 
later date” (theatre) selected to 
ay the difference is taxed the ex- 
ss besides the act's regular sal- 


cost. 


the 


rhe new style pay-off, in s 

round the rules, makes the 
house budgets about as 
prohibition, 

Mach R-K-O vaude-playing the- 
has a maximum amount to 
; spend for stage bills. This is ealled 
; the budget. The budgets were set 
by the operating department and 
were gauged by the theatres’ 
pacity, gross and average business. 
Budget setting was left to the 
operating department on strength 
of its familiarity with the theatres 
and business and definite knowledge 
of exactly how much they can af- 
ford to spend for vaude. 

On the vaude bookers 
within the budgets on 
expenditures depends the theatres’ 
profits or losses. If a vaude bill ex- 
ceeds a house budget and the busi- 
i ness drawn by the over-board bid 
lis average, the profit is unnecessar- 
ily reduced or the house goes into 
the red. 

Cheapening Bills 

Acceptance of cuts by the aets 
helps the bookers to adhere to the 
house limit, but by the same token 
another theatre must take care of 
the difference later on. As the 
othe theatre also has a restricted 
amount to spend, its bill must be 
cheapened so that the boeking of- 
fice’s debts can be provided for, 

For example, if an act takes a 
$300 cut to help out a booker, that 
$300 must be paid by another the- 
atre at a later date. If the second 
theatre’s vaude budget maximum 
and average bill cost is $2,500, the 
$300 must come out In some way. 
The only way is to play 2 $2,260 
bill instead of one for $2,500. A 
weaker show than would be other- 
wise available is the result. 

Debts incurred by Keith’s eastern 
booking department through jug- 
gling the budget are piling up fast, 
from reports. House managers are 
reported burning over future sacri- 
flees they will have to make in 
order to take care of obligations 
now outstanding and steadily in- 
creasing. 
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|ing rights fer all circuits to Ward ‘PLIMMER THROUGH: SON 
and Browne, > © 
TAKES INDIE REMNANTS 
| j 
| New Tax Forms | a, 
aN has Fa Walter J. Plimmer, veteran vaude 
; F booker, for years with Keith's and 
Washington, Jan, 14, jater independent, is following the 
Forms for filing income tax re- | lead of Fally Markus and going into 


‘turns are now available at offices of 
|collectors of internal revenueand 


retirement. 


Plimmer has given up his suite 





the various branch offices. of offices in the Strand Building and 
Forms being distributed were! turned over the remnants of his 
‘printed prior to the passage of the bookings to his son, Walt-r Plim- 
{joint resvlution of Congress grant- | mer, Jr., legit actor, who is tem- 
‘ing another cut to individuals in | porarily quitting the stage 
j the amount of tax to be paid for| The younger Plimmer will align 
) 1929. Hence the forms are accom- with Lawrence Leon, former em- 
ipanied by “riders” showing the re- | ployee of Plimmer and now or 1S 
|duced rate, own, with the duo operating under 
| These rates now are: one-half of | the Walter Plimmer license elder 
11% on the first $4,000 of net in-| Plimmer left last week for a two 
jcome (after all deductions for ex- | months’ vacation in Florida and 
;penses are made, ineluding personal | upon return will engage in legst 
,;exemptions and credits), 2% on the producing. 
rext $4,000 and 4‘, on the balance. | = 
| This is a cut from 142%, 3% and] Morrison’s Coast Trip 
oo. . es . te 4 leave 
Forms are being mailed to persons as pei By a bes net 3 we i = 
making returns last year. Failure | ~* VW] > age as Aomid he will de- 
+ io ie ne = of his New You cy * there. 
-O lie a return, 
olessionals are granted cer ~ ae 
1 ded t1ons due to the nature of Mort Downey Wes 
eir means of livelihood and ex- |! f Le and his wi Bar- 
penses incident thereto, making of | b bennett aepai the 
returns should be with particular | coast t Thursday 
jcare to take advantage of e. } Hi Im destination known. 
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Publix Collecting Commish for 


All Agents at Source of Salary 


immediately ordered the split abol- 


ished, stating at the time the agent 
was entitled to his full commis- 
sion. The “Collection Agency” or- 
Zanized by the former Keiih’s to 
take this money away from the) 
agents, giving K-A 744% instead of | 
the 5% a circuit charges through 


custom, cost Keith’s millions of dol- 
lars, all of it indirectly through 
agents and their acts conniving to| 
raise salaries without either feeling 
any compunction under the circum- 
stances. 

What agents booking with Publix 
and charging acts 10%, as many are 
doing, may think of the com- | 
mission retention for their protec- 
tection is not made plain so far. | 
With Publix retaining the 5%, the 
agents charging 10% or more will 
have to secure the remainder from 
the act, direct. 

Neither Loew’s nor Fox protects 
the agents in this manner and mat- | 
ter of commission, 





ror 
o% 





PRESS CO-OPERATION | 
WITH BOOKING OFFICE: 


Designed especially to allow for 
better and more concentrated ex- 
Pploitation of vaude shows and in- 
dividual acts, weekly meetings are 
to be held in Keith’s between the 
bLcoking heads and the R-K-O Pub- 
licity and Promotion department. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





jadding a 
| straight vaude bills may go through. 





po ee ee + 
| 
A. J, Balaban has directed that ? FILMS CUTTING DOWN 
the commission due agents by acts : 
playing Publix theatres shall be de- KEITH S BILLS IN JAN. 
ducted at the source of the salary L 
It will be remitted by the Publ i 
Althoug more “name acts are 
theatre in New York and turned ine used this month in line with 
over to the agent. R-K-O's Good Times January Ju-| 
This service established by B } bratine the circuit's first | 
ban contemplates the agent’s Com- | | j,:nday, less money will be spent 
mission as 5 There will be no the month, than under ordi- 
charge to the agent for the colle nary conditions due principally to| 
tion oN A the reduction of bills to two and | 
A similar service is in effect on three acts to make room for heavy 
the I:-K-O chain, with a slight tax) rictures, | 
to the benefiting agents for the la-| Contrary to reports circulated, | 
bor involved. R-K-O MasNCAiNs a | pookers have not been notified ot | 
staff for the purpose of receiving any increase in house budgets any- | 
and distributing the moneys col- naerigittin on the circuit with a view | 
:lected for the several agencies do- to strengthening shows during the! 
ing business with R-K-O. January drive. Cost of regular biils | 
Cost Millions where pictures are not throwing out 
t-K-O, when formerly Keith- is running the same, they say. | 
Albee, imposed a 50-50 split with With “Paris” playing all Keith | 
the agents, withholding one-half of | hcuses the current week the cus- 
the commissions collected. Upon ! tomary five act bills are cut to thre 
Hiram S. Brown assuming the pres With “Rio Rita” (Jan. 25), the stage | 
idency of R-K-O, a year ago, he! shows will be trimmed to two acts, | 


“Rio Rita’ plays 


where it was not 


all R-K-O houses 
previousiy shown 
the Carroll, } 


while in its $2 run at 


Wiring Palace for 
Pathe News and Shorts 


Palace (straight vaude), New 
York, last unwired R-K-O theatre 
in the Met district, will go sound 


by Feb. 1 to play the Pathe talking 
newsreels. 

Whether or not the Palace will| 
other talking short subjects in 





uee 


| addition to the news stuff and pos- 


remains un- | 

Likelihood exists that a} 
announced intention of 
talking short to tne} 


sibly sounded trailers, 
decided. 


previously 


Such a move depends on whether 
e 


the house can Le assured of a week- 
ly short of sufficiently high stand- 
ard for first run and exclusive 


showing on Broadway. 

A screen short as an act on each 
Palace bill would most likely take 
the place of a stage act. If shorts 
of the right quality can be consist- 


| duck 





| 





DOUG 
LEAVITT and LOCKWOOD 
In “Hit-Bits of 1929” 


RUTH 


With Ted Eddy and Band, the 
Seven fayden Gloria Girls, Babs 
Day and Gaitison Jones and Elsie 
Elliott. 

This week (Jan. 15), Orpheum, 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Costumes by Saul Burger Modes, 
Ine. 


CHAS. H. ALLEN 


SARANAC 


By “HAPPY” BENWAY 


Direction 





N.. ¥., Jan... 20. 
weeks ot tong Island 
eating, Vernon Lawrence is 
back “curing” at 64 Park ave. He 
went to Freeport. 


Saranac, 


After two 


Thomas White looked over Broad- 
way for a couple of,weeks. Back at 
64 Park ave. 





Frank Garfield is a new arrival at 
7 Front street. From the Benny 
Rubin act. Know him? Drop a line. 

Edith Cohen, at 80 Park ave., puts 
the big O. K. on the diet. Added 
weight and how, but likes it. 

Frank Smith, 
“Record Breakers, 
wife (Allie Bagley) 
Park ave. Frank 
looks good. 


comique of the 
”" is paying the 
a visit at 80 
says that Allie 


Ben Schaffer is sporting a new 


style-plus suit, new galoshes, new 
smile, new everything. Just a reg- 
ular, this Ben. Always calling on 


the ailing. 








ently obtained, it’s probable that in 
replacing one act the shorts will be 
expected to add variety to the Pal- 
ace vaude shows, 





De Luxer Helps Rival 


Peculiar situation in the Ford- 





First meeting will be held this week, 
Trobably today (Wednesday), with 
either Tuesday or Wednesday in 
the future as the day scheduled reg- 
ularly for the get-togethers, 

After several inter-organizational 
conferences, Ben Piazza, business 
head of the booking office, decided 
that closer contact between booking 
and publicity-exploitation depart- 
ments was needed as a step toward 
greater efficiency, and better opera- 
tion. Formerly Pete Herman, of the 


publicity staff, has acted as centact |. 


man between publicity and booking. 
This was found to be unsatisfactory, 
with only the surface scraped so far 
as booking activity was concerned. 

Mark Luescher, Floyd B. Scott, 
John Pollock and E. M. Orowitz will 
sit in at the planned weekly meet- 
ings with the booking executives, to 
be advised in advance of bookings, 
headliners, matters of billing, etc. 

As a result of the new system 
planned, the publicity and exploita- 
tion men in Keith’s will keep a rec- 
ord of billing agreements and prom- 
ises, s. that promotion work on at- 
tractions, as well as advice to thea- 
tres, will be ir 
booking stipulations. 


F. & M.’s One 

No bookings for New York houses 
of Fanchon & Marco Ideas lately 
other than the Fox, Brooklyn, where 
“Sweet Cookies” opened 
Regular vaude vills at the Academy 
and Audubon have been played, ow- 
ing to lack of new Ideas for local 
placement. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 
Orpheum theatre will start giving 
midnight shows on Saturdays, Jan. 
18. 
Regular picture bill will be augu- 
mented by vaude acts from the 
R-K-O with a Radio film star as 


accordance with such | 


Friday. 


ham section of the Bronx since the 
opening of Loew’s de luxe picture 
house, the Paradise, is that the 
R-K-O Fordham gets most of the 
Paradise overflow, while Loew’s 
irand, with the same policy as the 
Fordham theatre, and the same dis- 
tance from the Paradise, i: another 
direction, is suffering. 

A special exploitation man has 
been assigned to the Grand by the 
Loew offices to educate Bronxites 
to go to the Grand, 


Singer Producing Stock 


Johnny Singer, who recently dis- 
solved his vaude agency partner- 
ship with Harold Ward, the latter 
taking in Mack Brown, is in Spo- 
kane, Wash., staging musical stock. 





Office Switching 


R-K-O has leased the Broadway 
side of the 10th floor of the Bond 
Building and is having it remodeled 
to house the offices of its construc- 
tion and maintenance departments, 
which will move in upon comple- 
tion. These departments are now 
on the eighth floor, where Jules 
| Levy’s film booking department 

moves in as soon as all arrange- 

ments are completed, 
Ben Piazza’s sanctums going into 
the present Levy offices. 

R-K-O's leasing of the new space 

means the removal of the Tony 

Shayne booking office. This office 
| voided its privileges under its own 
| lease ut the request of the R-K-O 
effice to accommodate the latter 
with an early move-in. Shayne has 
not yet selected his new space, but 
is expected to be ensconced in a 
new layout within a week, 








Cargill’s Paris Office 
Arthur Selig has been appointed 
European representative for the 
Jerry Cargill office. He sailed on 


the “George Washington” Jan. 9, to 





m. ¢ 


epen an office in Paris. 


| trouble. 


William Holly is a new arrival. A 
little run down with very little 
At 7 Front street. 

On the Week 

General report is that 75 patients 
are on the okay.side, with 99% of 
good health in their favor...James 
Williams now eating three meals in 
the downstairs dining room and is 
porch “curing”’...Chris Hagedorn 
on a weight gaining campaign. Can't 
stop that boy...Andrew Molony 
looking his best and on daily exer- 
cise...George Neville now using his 
Chevy to carry the no-walk patients 
downtown. George is that kind, 
anyway...Anna Mae Powers im- 
proving much...Called the “Sun- 
shine Gal’...Mae Armitage had a 
little set-back, and was moved from 
12 Park place to 7 Front street... 
J.C. Louden is on the up side, doing 
a great comeback...Bed patients 
doing extra well are Olga Kalinin, 
|Chris Hagedorn, Valentine Kincaid, 
|; Xela Edwards, Allie Bagley, Mary 
| Bradin and Harry Namba...Oscar 
Loraine has staged a fine come- 
back. Looks good, feels good and 
is...Jimmy Cannon back from the 





big town looking fit. He's at 84 
Park ave....Ford Raymond is on 
exercise and okay...Harry Clark 


added a few pounds...Sore because 
his pants don’t fit him now...Law- 
rence McCarthy is in and out of 
bed, mostly out, therefore feeling 
good... Keith Lundberg over-worked 
himself during the holidays, reading 
greeting cards. Now he’s porch 
“curing”’...Bobby Hatz on the gain, 
but still bedding it...This is a 
health resort, and the most welcome 
visitor is the mailman...When you 
write to those you know in Saranac 
or about those you know, shoot the 
cheerful things to them. The other 
things get to them soon enough. 





Lou Golder on Coast 


Lou Golder, now on vacation, may 
wind it up at the Warner studios 
in Hollywood. 

Golder left the charge of the 
Warner vaude booking office in New 
York about a month ago to Harold 
Kemp. If liking it at the studios 
Lou may stick for a while, 





Trixie’s 4 Weeks 
Los Angeles, Jan. 14, 

Trixie Friganza opened at Loew's, 
Kansas City, Jan. 10, four more 
weeks of singling before further 
film work. 

Chicago and New York on the 
route, 





'R-K-0 Booker Explains Why Lay-off 


Acts Don't Work More Regularly 





INDIE AGENTS FURTHER 
WORRIED BY CONDITIONS 


With the 





doors open in Warners, 
| Pantages (what's left of it) and all 


| indie booking agencies to Loew rep- 


resentatives and even to Keith 


ents in case they to 


of the welcome 
dyed-in-the-wool 
sellers of acts 
comparatively 


want avail 
on the 

inde- 
formerly 
liv- 


i themselves 
mat, -the 
| pendent 


making a easy 


ing, will pass out of the picture be- 

i} fore 1930 is over, unless something 
unforseen happens, most of the 
gentry now admit. 

Besides the opposition from 
| Keith and Loew agents, grabbing 
| everything independently that can 
j}be had and_ representing most | 
|everything in vaude that’s worth 
carrying, the indie is up gainst 
the constant decrease of indie vaude 
heu and the shorteni the 
bankrolls allowed for bills. More- 


over, it is 
merly having re 


die 


presentation on in 
are beginning to 


realize really how little is left and 


agent’s books 


job at $75 a week. This particular 


|iurn of $75 or $100 weekly. 
No Place to Go 

Of all the indie agents, it is said 
there is only one doing a satisfying 
business and this because of its 
representation of a large number 
of acts on the outside for Keith 
agents who don’t want to bothe: 
with that end of the business. Some 
of these acts pay only 1% or 24%% 
commission to the agency but in 
having them the agent’s list is buiit 
up. Others who don’t get this 
break are unwilling to try to get 
by on such small cuts. They have 
to take 2%% when shunting ma- 
terial to Loew’s, not having access 
to that booking office, but this is 
such a small amount with what sal- 
aries now stand at, that it’s hardly 
worth the trouble, they claim. 

“Most of the independent agents 
have been advised to get out of the 
business,”’ one admitted. 

“The only trouble is, we don’t 
know other fields and can’t figure 
a way to turn.” 





New Eastern Div. 


RKO to 
3altimore, 


district within 
Washington, 


A new 
embrace 


wick and other cities in this zone, 
is being created by Joseph Plunkett, 
operating head. The Keith houses 
in these and other cities in the ter- 


divisional direction, their operation 
having come under the direct su- 
pervision of Plunkett. 

Claud Saunders, in charge of the 
middle northwest division, is being 
transferred to assume charge of the 
newly created district, it is under- 
stood, 

Saunders is being succeeded Sat- 
urday (18) in the district he has 
supervised by J. L. McCurdy. 





Wesiern Meetings 


Hollywood, Jan. 14, 

Frank W. Vincent, coast division- 
al manager of the R-K-O theatres, 
called all his local and out of town 
managers and publicity men here 
for a get-together meeting. 'TPhose 
attending from out of town are Cliff 
Work of San Francisco, Grant 
Pemberton, Salt Lake City, and 
Jack Coudy of San Diego. 

The meetings are planned to b« 
a monthly event with Vincent. 
They will be staged at various cities 
represented in his division. 





Holden and Graham’s Shop 

Holden and Graham, who have 
done a magic act in vaude for 
years, have opened a magic shop on 
42nd Street to dispense wares to 
magicians, 

They will continue doing their act 
in vaude, 





3 3 } 
pointed out, acts for- | 


| “Agents are encouraged as 


are passing up this class of agent 
—without franchises of any kind. 
Several of the indies are to the 
|}point where they are financially 
embarrassed and stand ready as 
takers for any kind of a holf-way 
|decent job that shows up. One con- 
lfesses he lost 14 pounds in two 
weeks and would welcome a steady | 


| the bookers. 
| fully 


indie, sold on the lack of chances 
for indie vaude, is looking around | 
for a small film house in a liitle 
town that would bring him a re- 


| think 
| idleness for 





“Good acts are not to be found 
on the street corner.” 

So stated one of Keith’s vaudee 
ville bookers last week. In saying 
it, he said nothing that hasn’t been 
said before, but it is the answer 
of all bookers to the perennial come 
plaint of hundreds of acts—that 
Keith's and all the rest are overe 
real talent. 

“Good acts always work, or 
of the time, anyway,” the same 
booker continued, in his not so 
original way. “The constant lay- 
offs are not good acts,” he went 
on. “If good acts, they would not 
be constant layoffs; they are not 
good acts, and that’s the answer.” 

“Bookers are ever on the lookout 
for new and good material. Their 
jobs depend on the quality of their 
shows and they must book all good 
acts that can be found or lose their 


jobs. 


} 


looking 
most 





Bad shows are marks against 
Shows meade up of standard 
even though reliable, « 
through the lack of 


are necessary to 


them. 
talent, 
b id 
New rood 
vaude 
“Many 


an: be 
newness 
acts 
bills 
acts are 
the 


rood : 
laying ‘off 
not think 
causing the éry 
personally adis- 
iinst them. That 
once in a of 
course, but very rarely nowadays. 
It was a method practiced by a 
past regime, but the method passed 
|} with the regime. 

Must Be a Reason 


really 
because bookers do 
them worth playing 
the 
criminating ag 


might be true 


bookers are 


While, 


far'as 
new material to 
Few agents can truth- 
say they have an act laying 
off all the time that should be work- 
ing all the time, for no good reason 
at all. Theré must be a reason. | If 
the act is good, it might be that its 
salary demands exceed the amount 
the bookers can afford to pay or 
the act is worth. =nforced 
the act as a result of 
such a difference in opinion is une 
fortunate but usually unavoidable. 
“The booker knows’ what 
wants (or should) and just how 
much he ean afford to pay. If he 
wants the act, but can’t afford to 


possible to bring 


he 


| meet the terms, he looks around for 


a substitute unless the act alters its 
demands. Oftimes the booker's de- 
mands may seem unreasonable to 
the act, but holding out or giving 
in spells either laying off or worke 
ing. 

“The dishonest booker, one who 
will play a bad act if paid to do it 
and will lay off a good act if the 
act or its representatives will not 
“kick in,” is one menace the variety 
actor has to cope with less and less 
today. The ‘taking’ booker is on his 
way out. Few are left in major 
circles and soon, we hope, all will 
be gone. 

“Certain Reasons” 

“When an act loses a date for 
refusing to pay off the booker or 
declare him in, that act cannot be 





Philacelphia, Trenton, New Bruns- | ones for certain reasons, 


|things seldom 
complaint 


blamed for voicing an opinion that 
bad acts are often preferred to good 
It just 
however, that such 

occur and such @ 
cannot be. rightfully 


so happens, 


| lodged against the entire booking 


ritory have been without any special | 


fraternity, or even a sizeable part 
of it. 
“RKO wants new acts and good 


acts. I want them and so does 
every conscientious booker. There 
are not enough good acts. There 


are too many bad ones. That prob- 
ably will always be, for it always 
has been. 

“It has been estimated that there 
are 3,500 layoffs regularly, week in 
and week out, in American vaude- 
ville. You can bet that of the 3,- 
500, 3,000 or more are idle for a good 
reason. 

“Perhaps because some booker 
was boneheaded and could not see 
talent, a few are laying off. But, 
if possessing the stuff, they cannot 
remain idle for very long. They 
must be discovered at some time 
|}or another. The hundreds who have 
| habitually laid off most of the time 
'for years should Be convinced that 
there is something wrong—with 
|}them, not with vaude. If the 3,000 
bad acts among the 3,500 lay-offs 
were good, they would not be con- 
stantly idle. They are constantly 
idle because they don’t belong. It’s 
ithe same old story all over again.” 


SILBER CASTING SHORTS 


Arthur Silber, for many years an 
indie vaude agent, joined the War- 
ner staff in Brooklyn as short caster, 

Charles Grohs has taken over the 








Silber office. 
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FAREWELL i 
TO ‘ 
NEW YORK 


For a Year 


Going to Hollywood Under Contract to Radio Pictures 
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. oo HELEN CHARLESTON 





MILTON CHARLESTON 


Se “TIMES” 

sd ‘Ken Murray, who acted as Master of 
Ceremonies in Palace bill not so long ago, 
gave excellent evidence as to the invasion of 
as the Talkies by the stage stars, when he 
romped through the photoplay, “Half Mar« 
riage,” employing his stage tricks and eclips<« 
be ing in doing the work of the screen stars.” 


NEW YORK “AMERICAN” 


“With the names of Jack Dempsey, Esther 
Ralston and Ken Murray as drawing cards, 
the Palace bill proved a literal sensation th. 
opening night performance. If the audience 
was wil@ about Dempsey it went absolutely 
crazy with the Ken Murray turn. Whistling 
and shouting as probably no other Palac« 
audience has done before. The winsome 
Helen Charleston and the amusing Milton 
Charleston are still with Ken, as are Foster, 
Fagan and Cox, a splendid trio of humorous 
harmonists.” 


me “WORLD” 


nt When the name Ken Murray appeared 


or on the Annunciator, that graced the Palace’s 


ed proscenium there were several moments of 


“BILLBOARD” 
of } ec 


“Ken Murray came in for an ovation that 
barely seconded that given Dempsey. More 
and more it becomes evident that this un- 
cannily clever and breezy funster act and his 
pair of Charlestons (Helen and Milton) are 
the most popular trio that have played this 
house the last several season. The Foster, 
Fagan & Cox trio shine out here. Helen 
Charleston stands out as about the cutest 
girl that has occupied the Palace stage since 
her last appearance here. Milton does his 
stepping with’ the new girl, Bessie Fagan, 
and she is very good,” ' 


ir splitting applause. The reception ace 
corded Mr. Murray was nothing short of 

~~ £ amazing. If memory serves me right, he has 

ny achieved his reputation in these parts within 

he the last year or two. He is now an estab- 

to lished favorite.” 

for 

its 

le- “EVENING GRAPHIC” 

to ‘Ken Murray is probably the biggest draw- 


ing i ing card on R-K-O roster ¢« » »” 
‘ke ’ 
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Many Thanks to 
Mr. Hiram Brown and Other R-K-O Executives 
For Their Kindness to Me 


ITH’S PALACE, NEW YO 


NOW (JAN. 11) 
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Warners Lean to Presentations for 
Present and Future Vaude Houses 


_ 


Due to successful experiments | Acts at Hennepin 











with the stage band policy at its | 
clizabeth, N. J., house, the Ritz, | 


where a line of local girls and pte eS a mega Temi - : 
master of ceremonies are permanent te Minneapolis, Joseph Plu 
features, Warner Bros. may dro is decided to play one or two 
regular vaude in all the houses har € presentation calibre in cor 
dled by its own booking office in JU!°"0! ttn - e- pit - res ; syne 
favor of this type of show. piper ' Bb - e en a 
The policy from reports is r ‘ * tense thet awe owl 


garded as favorable, not only fo .ccompaniment 

most of the houses now on the Wa! Ri end will 
ner books, but for several new ones ipervise the booking. He on 
coming in within the next month or sndled the Finklestein-Ruben 
six weeks, including Warners’ new | j,o.ses on the same basis 

house in Canton, O., and a numbe: Within a few weeks the Hennepin 
of theatres in the Hoffman chain in : 


personal 


N astend m: pla the regular R-K-O west- 

New ngian ry ' ‘ . and } v rit} 
intac road vaude show with} 
The Canton house, the Palace, unle of aéis a&fed from Chi- | 
opens Feb. 1 under an “attractions” | 4+ that time R-K-O’s 7th | 
. s *. ‘ ~ - Cibek tt C le ¥ + “si |} 
policy, which means big flashes and | ~ ie . : | 
: . Street will retarn to pictures, 


name acts more in the line of pres- 


entation material than regular, ai a i a! single head of the booking office and 
vaude Hoffman stands contem- REPEATS FORCE CHANGE te Keith’s wv n 1 eit tl 
" whe Keil S Was ©C ourag ig ie 
plated for vaude or stage band po Pittsburzh, Jan. 14 production of “unite.” elaborate 
mre on ) 1itS O! > Ae ‘ ‘ 
cies are those in New Britian, Da Vit t itroductior Publix | gag) t 0% : 
iasSh a s 
bury, Norwich and other New Enz- its t hea &S ley ers’ ; , : 
“ne Returns and o ini a tl st in W arne| At that time the producers were 
Ripe F rie eag A: eee. ae aoe me ’| permitted to submit their production | 
sale’ -* r a? > r CTS ) rr ; . . rr’ 
Sound on Wane ple n ot repea A n or < toy plans to the booking head. The 
elievé situatior opening day . 


Most definite as the second house 
for the stage band idea as now 
effect at Elizabeth is in the Lin- 
coln, Union Hill. In Elizabeth Ben- 
ny Fairbanks is m. c., and the line 
of eight girls, recruited locally, are 
under the direction of Dorothy 
D’Emerle. 

Reason advanced for considera- 
tion of attractions for the Hoffman 
houses is that all-sound policies are 
Slightly on-the wane in that ter- 
ritory. Only one of string that has 
used vaude ‘at all since Warners 
gained control is New London. 


the Enright has been changed | 

rom Saturda to Friday to 
for acts coming in with units which 
may have played the Stanley a few 
weeks earlier. 

Giersdorf Sisters, with “Match 
Box Revue,” played the Stanley less 
than three months ago when house 
was producing its own presenta- 
tions, 


care 





Rin-Tin-Tin’s Vaude Route 
Los Angeles, Jan, 14. 
Rin-Tin-Tin and his trainer, Lee 
At the Earle, Philadelphia, played | Duncan, will start a Keith route for 
recently by Bob Hall, Warners have | that circuit's Chicago office open- 
decided to sign Hall indefinitely to | ing early in February. 
appear at that house as m. c, Route is in the middle west. 
Only house going out of the War- ———_——_—— 
ner booking office is Uptown, Cleve- Jimmy Savo ended his Albee, 
land, which exits Saturday (Jan.| Brooklyn, date a day ahead of time 
18) after playing vaude on a split |to make the Saturday opening at 





|} ports are it may cost 


claimed, when Georges 


KEITH’S PRODUCERS SAY’ 
OFFICE MUST SETTLE 


rere | 


Squawks, beefs and threats of} 
lawsuits are being hurled right and | 
left at Keith’s by several vaude act | 
producers, who claim money losses | 


through promises made to them and 


. . ' 
later broken by the booking office. | 
To substantiate their claims the 


complaining producers hold most of 
the booking office’s unfulfilled prom- | 
In face of t it, re- 


ises in writing. 


RKO clo e to | 


MARRIAGES 

Basil N. Fomeen, musician, and 

Elizabeth Council, actress, both of | 
| 
} 





New York, applied in Greenwich, 
Conn., for a marriage license. 
Meyer North, vaude agent, to wed 


> 
“A-U SNOAG NOW 
setty Taylor, picture house singer, | } 
in March. 

Eu zene Goossens to Janet Lewis in i Eastern Stands 
Detroit Jan. 5. Groom is conductor } 


of Rochester Philharmonic orches- 
tra. He had married before but} ND 


divorced, | 
Because their budgets do not per- 


Mary Russell (Marié . i) - 
heardt) to William A. McCabe, New | Mit the expenditure, there are about 
York broker. in Poug “  y|15 houses in the east that will be 
Ta ‘ , "| kept off the intact road show route 


, iof Keith’s, according to present 
Doris Andersor Paramoul en-] . . . ama 
_| plans. Heaviest loser in the Keith 


irio writer, to Anthony Jowitt, M-¢ A . . 
nes “i-“t | chain, the Riverside, will be booked 


100,000 to settle. | writer and technica lirector, Jan./, : ape 
+1 14 = : i a Re . independently of the road shows be- 
ea "eer elain the hooking i! ‘verlv ills j 
One producer cla the King ae }cause of bad business it has been 
office owes him between $16,000 a Che rw. prsedi n to Lillian 


$18,000, and wants it right away. 

Another producer grew so excited 
when entering his camplaint that he 
called one of the important Keith 
bookers a well-known brand of liar, 
and said he would like to “bust him 
in the nose.” 

The promises the 
were broken were 


producers say 
made, it is 
Godfrey was | 


| 


| plans were altered or passed on as 
| submitted, and the producers told to 


go ahead with production on guar- 
antee of bookings and salaries, 

When the guarantees were not 
fulfilled according to agreement, the 
producers were stuck with inactive 
units on their hands and no way of 
getting back investments, 

The situation is coming to a head 
and probably will be settled shortly 
by arbitration. Max Hayes, Henry 
Bellitt, George Choos and C. B. Mad- 
dock are reported among the pro- 
ducers involved. 





BIRTHS 


at Garfield Park hospital, Chicago, 
son. Parents were formerly known 
professionally as Gene Jerome and 





i Gould 


Mr. and Mrs. Gene Jerome, Jan. 6, | 


doing 


Brooklyn, in Omal The road show for the east, put 


i recent- | 


ly. Groom is assistant manager] together by George A. Godfrey and 

Omaha Paramount theatre associate bookers, has a route of 
Francis McDonald, pictures, and | approximately 15 theatres, inclu- 

[rene Mary Schuch, Indianapolis, | ding those in the Greater New York 

have filed notice of intention to | area and out of town. 

marry in Los Angeles. According to one eastern booker, 
Johnny Jones to Rut! the 15 theatres now not getting the 


Glanville | 


Groom | road shows will probably never get 


i(pro), in Chicago, Jan. 9 : 
in charge of the Loew office, Chi- | them, because the extent of business 
nto land the appropriations allowed 
P Boulogne, mar ew hate 
,orva Norfo \ I 
Can I r i VAN AND SCHENCK SOUTH 
Norfol 


Hollywood, Jan, 14. 
Van and Schenck Palace, 
Chicago, next week and follow that 
NEW ACTS lwith four more weeks f vaude 
Tom Howard. of ‘Rain or Shine,” | while en route to the Floridan Club, 
opened for Keith is the last half | Miami, where they will complete the 
of last week at Bushwick, Brook- | winter season. 
lyn. With him is Joe Lyons, also The Reilleys will constitute the 
from the Howard show. rest of floor show at the Floridan, 
George W. (That Quar- ei 
tette) and Joe (Brady and 
Mahoney). 
Al Anger, formerly of Morley and 
Anger, now Anger and Corday. 
Dot Morley with her sister as the 
Morley Sisters, 


play the 








All-Irish Bili 
Keith’s is booking an “all-Irish” 
five-act bill to play with “Shan- 
nons of Broadway,” U talker, at the 
Hamilton, New York, last half 
Jan. 18. 
Fiske O'Hara will headline, 


mm 


Jones 


Brady 





— 





Megley at Studio Pearce on Coast 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. | Arthur Pearce, Hollywood Bank 

Megley has been assigned | Building, is the coast associate of 

| Jack Curtis. 

Another name appeared in error 

t in “Variety” of 





Macklin 
|}at large by Wm. Le Baron. 
| +7 . . . 
| He will devote his time to prep- | 


aration and staging of R-K-O mu-|/in an advertisemen 





























We take great pleasure in announcing that we have secured the valuable services of 
Geol Piantados! 
| | as GENERAL PROFESSIONAL MANAGER of the 
Remick Music C 
| Remick Music Corp. 


CHARLES WARREN, Prof. Mer. 





219 West 46th Street 





MACK GOLDMAN, Radio Mgr. 


Remick Music Corp. 


JEROME KEIT, President 


ABE HOLZMAN, B. and O. Mgr. 





New York City 
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WB's 265 Flatbush 


Shorts in Year: 





Par Cue From ae ee 


During its of 
Warners’ Flatbus h studio ma ade 265 
talking shorts. Total was accom- | 
plished despite an interr yn to| 





ZR K-0 SETS $850 TOP 
| ON AVERAGE FLASH ACT 


make the first German languag 
ture, “The Royal Box.” 
An average of four shorts weel 
will be aintained = 
Murray Rot Arthur H ev and 
Edmund Josephs have charge of , 1 te 
production. Eddie Buzzell 3 ‘ een s t $850 } ej 
completed a two reel comed The} 4 oY om ‘ 
Pet Shop,” with Evelyn Knay 
Clement and Audrey Ber: rhre 
days and t ) rye 
this one. lown to cx te bly below $854 a 
Ruth Etting, who has done a num- reaching it only with exceptional] 
ber of singing shorts for various soduitinnd. 
companies, made her initial appear- 
ance in a speaking part in “Br ad- | Heavy encouragement for vaude 
way’s Like That,” directed by Hur- | 2ct producers seems to have become 
ley with Roth supervising. Mary} a thing of the past on all the major 
Phillips, Joan Blondell and Humph-| circuits, including Keith's, Loew 
rey Bogart are in the cast. Fox and the others. 
Giovanni Martinelli is making an ie ‘aiiaaiiar eet ene ae da 
other series of operat shorts at the| their own and taking all the 
rate of tw« monti His latest i themse es. From now or ¢ said 
with Adem Dir Metropolitan they will be promised nothing; also 
basso. given nothing in the way of time 
Sylvia Clarke and Howard and| ynless definitely delivering what is 
Newton, from vaude, were also re-| wanted. 


corded. 
Paramount 
Series of Watteau paintings 
come to life,’ directed by Frank 
Cambria, is Publix’s first participa- 


tion in the Paramount talking short | 


program under the A. J. 
regime. 
It will not be until March or 
that Paramount definitely maps 
talking short plans. At present the 
mir te is turning out shorts of wide- 
, diversified character in an effort 


ia learn just what is wanted.’ 


Exchange managers and theatre 
men of Paramount-Publix around 
the country will in the end deter- 
mine the policy to be pursued on} 
Long Island. They have been and 
are being convassed for expressions 


of opinion and reports on audience 
reaction. 


Meanwhile, Astoria is turning out 


shorts each week. Marie Gam- 
barelli appeared in the Cambria 
series, similar in type to regular 


Publix units. 

Venita Gould, George Beatty and 
Bert’ Gordon are among recent re- 
cordings. Gordon was assisted by 
Tabatha Goodwin, Dorothy Dare, 
Roy DeLeon, Dolores Cordova, Ed- 
ward O’Rourke and Evan Valentine. 





Lewis in Publix House 

Ted Lewis and band have been 
booked for a five-week tour of Pub- 
lix houses beginning in February. 

He will play in Minneapolis, Chi- 
cago, Detroit and Philadelphia. 
Booking was made by the Morris 
office. 


Mayician’s Big Act 
Chicago; Jan. 14. 


Blackstone, magician, with an act! 


of 16, has been booked for 15 weeks 
over R-K-O western time at $3,000. 





Opens Feb. 22 at the Palace,! 
South Bend, Ind., booked by Ea 
Morse. 





When Jule Deimer started wearing 
a carnation and booking acts, back in 


1891 (he's still doing both)? 
When Frank Fay played the Palace 


for eight consecutive weeks on an 
original one-week booking? 


When Charlie Chaplin stopped 
working for Keystone to work for 
himself 2 

When Buster Keaton, pa and ma 
were the Three Keatons? 

When George M. and folks were 


the Four 
When 
Heiman 
A posiles 2 
When Marcus Loew was the One 
Who Outsmarted Them All? 
In fcond 


just af al. 


Cohans 2? 


Albee, Murdock, Proctor, 
and Beck were the Five 


remembrance 


“Rags” — 





‘that] a 


Balaban | 


April 
its | 


EE 
| 
} 


—REMEMBER ?— 





oe ane TRAHAN 








PACIFIC 


ARTISTS COAST 


WRITE «-- WIRE «- PHONE 


PHIL A. FREASE 


724- @OLCEN G GATS BLOG 
PRANKLIN S975-- SAN FRANCISCO 


REPRESENTATIVE 










~ = « 


New system may reduce vaude 
| production activities considerably, 
nd is certain to exterminate the 
shoe stringers. Ge 


quality is anticipated. 


| DIVORCES . 


Mrs. Eleanor P. Welse, musical 
comedy dancer known on the stage 
as Eleanor Leach, 
York for a divorce from 
Henry Weise, 
manager. Mrs. 


William 


Weise is living with 
her father at Stoughton, Mass. 
Weise is reported to be in Denver, 
| recupé@rating from an The 
couple were married in Norfolk, 
Conn., May 17, 1925, and have 
children. According to the com- 
plaint, Weise living with an- 
other woman wife during 
1928-1929 at 
foinette, New 


illness, 


no 





was 
as his 
the 
York 


ILL AND INJURED 


Gertrude Bond (Mrs, Jack Shea) 
of Bond and .Eteanor (vaude) re- 
|ecovering in Midtown ‘hospital, New 
York, from appendicitis operation. 

Al Kvale, m. c., seriously ill in 
Chicago, following a nervous break- 
down. 

Art Kahn, orchestra leader, 
smashed a finger in a door while 
playing the Michigan (Publix), De- 
troit. 

Helen Joy, 


leading woman in 


| stock at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., forced 


by illness to withdraw from the 
cast. 

Fred Wilcox is in the Reconstruc- 
| tion Hospital, New York, recover- 
{ing from injuries received in an 
jauto accident. He had five ribs and 
his collar bone fractured, 

Harriett Bennett 
“Nina Rosa” in Montreal last week 
to undergo a major operation. 





j 


| Theatres Proposed 





Chicago.— $1,990,600, Aliso store, office, 
and apts. Owner, company forming, ¢c-o 
United Theatre Corp. Architects, Dyer 


and Nadherny. Site not disclosed. 

Flat River, Mo.—$100,000. Main street. 
Owner, Roseland Theatre Co. Architects, 
| Kennerty & Stiegemeyer, St. Louis, Pol- 
icy not given. 

Hackensack. N. 
Owner, Fox Meé 
Architect, T. W. 


J.—311 Main street. 
tropolitan Playhouse Co, 
Lamb. 





Raness City, Mo.—$200,000. Owner, J. 
c. chols Inv. Co. Archite: ‘. mm» We 
ne Site and policy not given. 

| Rossford, O.—(M. P.) also offices. 
| Owner, ‘aul Kotowitz. Architect, 85. 


Aftel. Site and policy not give! 


Judgments 


Talkaphone Pictures Corp.; Du 
Pont Pathe Mfg. Corp.; $2,162. 


| Joseph Hurtig, Harry J. 


left Shubert’s | 


@ 
* 


neral uplift in 


filed suit in New | 


32, said to be a hotel | 


Hotel Marie An- | 








Seamon | 


| 


and David C. Meyers; Modern In- | 
|ve stment and Loan Corp.; $4,235. 
| Gallo; Pierce Holding Corp.; $11,- 


985, 
| Speak-O’-Phone Corp.; I. Alki 


} ie 

| Alhambra Drops Vaude 

Vaude is a again at the Alham- 
1, Brooklyn, after this week. 


House had been playing four acts 
n last half, booked independently, 
rts to straight J ure policy 
next week. 


ut ré ve 





| 
| 


'2. CHAMPAIGN HOUSES | 
RESUMING WITH VAUD: 


Collecting for Agents 


THREE BALLS “IN ONE” 


uae | 





Solly Violinsky says his fid- Chicago, Jan. 14. 
dle has been in hock so often Plans are being made for the 
the pawnbroke rs can ouiplay }establishment of a collection bureau 
him in his own act. Champaign, Hl., Jan. 14. | here for western agents following 


conference between Ben Piazza 
The subject of 


six a 
and Billy Diamond. 


discontinued for 





After being 





WB BUYS PAN, MEMPHIS months, vaudeville will play-in two | me 3 
: ei a collection agency has come up 
Memphis, Jan. 14. ; 20USes Here. |eften in the past, but the agents 
ages theatre here has been| Virginia is using three acts with | nave opposed it. 
by Warners picture and sound shorts on a split} The agents have now changed 
l be remodel 1d Wee For two weeks the Virginia! their minds. 
picture oli booked in hree acts on Sundays | 
ind on ¢ sand New Year’s irts Jan. 10 with four acts with a 
Morris & Greene Dissolve 1A tent ato we See ' , 
000 ! ersity tudents were on Virginia and Orpheum are opposi- 
1 Me i a rinia drew apacity ion. 
dissolved r ! l Rialto and Park are the other two 
gz rt ip é ‘ ( é K-O house or 2 eatres in town having sound. Var- 
of vaude in Champaign, ‘sity, grind house, uses silents. 














HOME AGAIN! 
TGMMY ERNIE 


RUSSELL > MARCONI 


Went to Europe 


For 4 Weeks—Stayed 6 Months 
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19 WEEKS GENERAL THEATRES CORP. 


With Return Engagements at Palladium and Holborn Empire, London 
5 WEEKS CHARLOT’S REVUE, LONDON 


2 WEEKS EMPIRE, PARIS 


Many thanks to Mr. GEORGE BLACK and VAL FARNEL, and to PAUL 
SPADONI for future German offers 


Representatives 
European 


JENIE JACOBS 
HENRY SHEREK 
REEVES & LAMPORT 


R-K-O 
CHAS. BIERBAUER 


Picture Houses 


WM. MORRIS OFFICE 
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e . | much about their fellow agents’ business. The system wséa for years 
ill | and still in vogue involves a list of currently working acts, typewritten INCORPORATIONS 
Sl @ si all eV é | and posted at each booker’s desk, Agents place their initials alongside New York 
|each of their own acts on the list, in that way verifying the bookings. Pe +9 prt gy PAT aggre aes 





Some of the agents, it is claimed, 


aid of the check-up lists. 


kept tabs on their brethrens’ income by 

















shares no par; 


Raymond Flaherty, Gere 
trude Jessup, 


Robert M. Werblow. Filed 


Up to now there has been no concerted movement by the variety cir- ; : : eee ° by Joseph Quittner, 56 West 44th street, 
cuits looking toward a permanent income sufficient t ynort the N. ¥ Separate lists for checking by individual agents, each agent receiving | New York. 

5 x < < = < ? , > 4 Cle yrt » SUPHOI Like aN. . : ss : , 

. incipall |} a list of his own active acts only, may be used in the future, thereby F Amesaee, Theatre Corporation, Bufe« 
: incti i : “his lav cs heen o¢ sioned ‘Incipally sas : ‘ +3 ’ . alo " 
A. and its institutions. This delay ha: en isioned principa | spiking the nose-pokers, Idea is Sam Tishman’s, one of the Orpheum $10, Oy lee ages yb gh md 
through the complications arising with the William Fox companies and} bookers, who has already started the individual list arrangement in his|guson, Fred M. Zimmerman. Filed by, 
: . , George Scho 778 y , 
his own affairs. own department. Romine 1opf, 778 Ellicott Square, 
Mr. Fox was aggressively interested in working out ti N. V. A. problem, — Deleond Productions, Inc., Manhattan, 
. : I'ally Markus gives as the reason for the disintegration of the inde- | operate theatres, moving pictures, $10,- 
He had several conferences with Pat Casey looking toward that end. 5 : 7 : Pancxy 5 4 P } 000; Theodere Lichtman, Sadye Fischer 
When Fox was submersed. however, ! } ‘ . : Oe es Mr | pendent vaudeville field the talker. That had its effect doubtlessly, but! Gharies soble. Filed by Monroe N. Gold. 
en Fo) s s ymerge oO ve ) iis Ow! busine > In ers, o . : | : ry S = “ 
Ca vy } it tal up th ntil . +¢ . . ‘ other the two major causes are the independent booker and manager. | stein, 1501 Broadway, New York, 
ase Lil¢ oO ake ] e € ¢ matte i oO i i ile Lit | . " . . 
circuits’ representatives. There it has stood for two or three weeks.| A booker of the Markus calibre could not hope to compete or hold his| ,atram fest ie enim Tone, Inc... Mans 
, ° ° . . + . . . . . . Z 7 ° the . 5 ° es 
Mr. Fox is the president of the two suppo ng org zZatiol for the| business against the tactics of the usual indie booker and the very| other entertainment, $100,000; ‘William 
r ? ) or ar indie theatre anager, Sither one or 1e r ‘ ear |! Jones, Leo B. Jones, William- L 
N. V. A. Club. rdinary i clic theatre manage I I J tl other had to t ul | Jones, Jr. Filed by Weisstein and Dench, 
The delay also has affected the formal opening of the N. \ \. Sana-|down a business Mr. Markus did a great deal for, and both tore it/9 Park piace, New York. 
torium at Saranac. N. Y. No date has been pla i j | down Markus and his upright methods of operation were helpless. Arthur Mack Dramatic and Dancing 
In other ways there has been some unrest amongst those mostly con- ally Markus has been a very fair and square booker. Too fair and | cairns — “ee S00 10: pees 
’ - A : “i pictures 1uUSsICE Snows, it ‘ syma 
cerned Casey is of the impression the matter will be brought to a con- | Square for the people he had to mix with. Markus was the kind of a| Hess Irving Novick, Rose Treimar. Filed 
clusion by Feb. 1. booker that when a manager of a house he booked canceled an act after| by I.yman Hess, 551 Fifth avenue, New 
hapenesscancbta the first show refusing to pay its salary, Markus paid it. And then | nae PI Kaul ¢ Distributi 
at cael ; . am ot late at ; A ’ scott’ Stan-a-Phone Equipmen istributing 
That American circus troupes do not always treat performers from | wanted it kept quiet, saying the manager wouldn’t do it again. It Corporation, New York, deal in: moving 
foreign countries fairly is revealed by the record of a case listed in a re- needed three hours one afternoon to convince Markus that that kind| pictures of all kinds, 200 shares no par 
. A aay ee a ie od : i eke ere. -| of a manager should be thrown out in the alley and that publicity was | ¥2!ue: C. Carlton Sand, Loretta Reiss. 
port of the Division of Aliens of the New York State Department of ' Wie F . ‘ll is Matilda Baskind. Filed by Louis Martin 
Labor for the first nine months of 1929. The case, one of four cited as) ' > “4 yr at Ki : + ae tl indie | k 1 tl City. Sascha apenas 7 eg 
i : - ‘ : ate ; > é E anager went to other indie bookers ant 1ey 7" 
‘ al” : rne ‘ ac ‘ neare n Ge anv b ‘ ut 1a <ind oO 1 ma \ 
typical of the kind conce rn d an icrobat engag o in Germ in) 7: a were glad to have him, for he was of their stamp and breed Of the Pauleo, Inc., Manhattan, operate thee 
white top and brought to this country. &fter here for time, he ap- h - : , ; atres, moving pictures, $5,000; Leo Roe 
pealed to the Division for aid. His condition was described as “pitiable” low lifes or rats in vaudeville, the worst of the lot could always be| senblatt, Paul Savoy, Mary F. Flaherty. 
by Frieda S. Miller, director of the division located amongst the indie bookers, managers and agents. Filed by padi 4 C. Goldman, 570 Seventh 
<_ < ~—e ¢ , é > ° : . ° . avenue, New ork. 
y j : : F ' ] atever chance e > VE > > Li » eas ras kille y 
Under-nourished, the German complained of havinge been beaten and W hate ve | chanct mh apara vaude field : 1d in hee east was ail a by Btiae  Cdlite  MintoctatesSiet  Belsted: 
mistreated by his employers. He alleged that @&e vw pro ed $10 a this species. For Mr. Markus to blame the talker is judging only from | Ine., Manhattan, deal in motion pictures 
: y : 1e ady > talker Tarietv's files | 1] a rg of , »}/and photographic supplies of all kinds, 
week and board when hired, but that he had recs a ; an me id ve: haces sagas “Rk se t) pg Pag, l he Bre: t long os tn By era lc aup oo oo 
investigation by the Division of Aliens revealed tl $240 y d ieee Pcseh ee inh vaude Were COid ther ORLY CUANCS Was MN OFEaR- | Havid Ludwig. Fited by A. Alah Mehler, 
acrobat in wages and $150 in transportatior Th efforts of the | /4@tion, for protection. They couldn't organize by themselyes and they | 1440 Broadway, New Yorl 
Ss ¢£ D F > { 0 rough iorts ) l | ‘ 

: > : ‘ . "t “‘canize ’ f rise Ss Vv > Variety Managers’ S- | Nilmuhs, Inec., Manhattan, deal in 
Labor Department, the entire sum was obtained for the German from wouldn : ad wae “ corn . *. = i ay om ¥ rtety anager As | moving pictures, plays and amusements 
his employers and his passage home was arranged While it is calleq | S0ciation. They didn’t want to organize, those birds, because the bad | of all kinds, 300 shares no par value; 

iterate : ' , lish ci P the St: ’ ) ‘ ones knew they couldn’t do business on the level and the good ones| George Haight, Hyman J. Glick, George 
the Division of Aliens, that branch of the State Labor Department handl ag ay gyal ~ lings re fap Bier sting a Bs | Strell hina tar Maneak Bees 75 Fifth 
complaints made not only by aliens but also by citizen workers against | CUldn’t afford to mix with the bad, in a social or business way. lavenue, New Yor 
‘ " , ° ee eis # , ? —_ ~~ we y ark . ae oo € cer ¢: € y 7 « +7 7-1.) ‘ as i bey 

employers who are alleged to have defrauded or done them ai istice. So Fally Markus, as good a booker and as good a business man as| Briggs Supply Company, Ine., New 
es | ae in vaude With his record as clean as a record can be, had to leave] York, general motion picture business, 
jooms a ee _ or vears and a fick ,e ha see ; -| 100 shares no par value; Arthur Dunn, 
A new check- up svstem for agents may be shortly em! ploye a by all | a booking office he had had for years and a field he had been in for Waiter E. Brices. Howard .c. Gamen. 
Keith New York bookers to prevent curious agents from learning too | (Continued on page 49) a tans Bihan we al ge 
A and M Theatre Corporation, Man« 
i ne i are a ae siamese a - — ———— ———— —— | hattan, operate theatres, moving pice 
7 tures, 100 shares no par value: Maurice 
A. Pompan, Fraser P. Price Samuel W. 
Greenwald. Filed by Pompan,-Price and 

Greenwald, 38 Park Row, Ne WV York. 

Dissolutions 


Publix Tour 
WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


JERRY COE ™ 


JERRY, LARRY and HARRY 


FIRST APPEARANCE AT 


EITH’S PALACE, NEW Y 


THIS WEEK (JAN. 11) 


DIRECTION 





ROTHERS 


\ R-K-O 
WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 





OF MY SLOW MOTION DANCE, 


Acknowledging with thanks the perfection achieved by all IMITATORS 


of which I AM THE ORIGINATOR. 




















Acts Corporation, Manhate« 
Radio Keith Orpheum Core 
Broadway, New York. 


Vaudeville 
tan. Filed by 
poration, 1550 





The McGarry Majestic Players, Ince 
(court order), Buffalo. 

Broadway Dramatic Corporation, El« 
mira. Filed by Henry, Benton and Mce« 
Cann, Elmira, N. Y 

Statement and Designation 

Chinese Theatre Corporation, Del., 
manage theatres, roof gardens and other 
places of amusements and deal in se- 
curities; New York office, 51 Chambers 
street; Ernest K. Moy, president; 11,000 


Filed by Maurice 
New York. 
MASSACHUSETTS 


| 

| 

| Reading Amusement Co., 
Een capital, $25,000; 
| 

| 


| shares. Gevirtz, 51 


| Chambers street, 


Boston: the- 
Philip Smith, 


Samuel Markell and Betty G. Selya, all 
of Brookline. 
Plymouth Amusement Co., Boston; 


Benjamin Roe 
all of Boston, 


Alexander C. Kilpatrick, 
senthal, Anne R. Morrison, 


} DELAWARE 
Council of the Society of Descendants 
of Knights of the Most Noble Order of 
the Garter; literary society; no capitali« 
zation. 
Change of Name 
First National Pictures (Japan), Inc. 
to Warner Bros., First National Pictures 
(Japan), Inc., New York. (Corporation 
Trust Co. of America.) 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Fayette Theatre Co., Fayetteville; cap- 
ital, $25,000; Cc. RL Greger, J. J. Sale, 
J. E. Woods, T. A. Myles, H. E. Dillon, 
Jr., all of Fayetteville. 





Jack Powell, who has been play« 
ing in New York vaude houses late« 
ly, leaves for London Jan, 31 to ape 
pear in a revue. 




















ON 


MADE 10 


CAPITOL 
IN M-G-M HOLLYWOOD REVUE 


Direction—William Pearlberg, William Morris Mallewead Office 


| JACK BENNY 


BROADWAY 


APPEARANCES DAILY 


ALACE THEATRE, TWO WEEKS IN PERSON 


COURTESY M-G-M 
M-G-M 





GAIETY 
SONG WRITERS’ REVUE 














NOW 
KEITH’S PALACE 
NEW YORK 








ENOS FRAZERE 


Direction LOUIS MOSELY and LEE STEWART 


“ACME OF 
FINESSE” 
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r News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and London. Variety takes no credit 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


LONDON 














“The Co-Optimists” and “The Hate 
Ship,” both British talkers, 


Evelyn Laye-Sonnie Hale divorce| “End of St. Petersburg,” Soviet 


purse of Paite Waite (Waite Sis- 
ters) in a booking office. 


estate, E. W. (Daddy) Browning has 
applied for court 





comes up soon. | picture, has been passed by the 
—— ee censor, 
Public picture telegraphy between | ——— 
London and Berlin, Maurice Browne plans Shake- 


eg Ig speare’s “Othello,” with Paul Robe- 

Alexander Durwood, manager of| son as the Moor, next summer. 
the Glen, Paisley, small hall where | oun 
70 children died in a fire panic, ar- | John Henry, comedian,-only man 
rested for culpable homicide. in this country to be 
mame | radio, gassed. Pipe leak 

“Sapper’s” latest play has been| 

taken by Archibald Nettlefold for 
the Comedy.. Will follow revival of 


starred on 


Shakespeare looking up, with 


“The Ghost Train.” | German actor, in “Hamlet,” while 
-— | Robert Loraine has a slant of re- | 
Hamilton Deane, “Dracula” au-| vivals. 
thor, has written “Frankenstein,” _ 





thriller, adapted from a book by Lord Byng, police chief, has been 





the wife of the poet Shelley. Due| drafting plain clothes provincial 
at the Little in February. | coppers into the West End to check 
ae |} up on the boys. 
Barry Jackson’s latest is “The Snenesinl silleniicalaeaia 
White Assegai,” due at the Play 
house Jan. 21, Godfrey Tearlk NEW YORK 
leading, Ernest Thesiger, and Mimi« 
Blagden. - oo 


A taxpayer has filed suit against 


Charles Laughton stars in revival| the Roxy theatre under a “blue law” 
of Reginald Berkeley's “French| restricting Sunday performances. 
Leave” at the Vaudeville, with! Last of these reformer suits was | 
Madeleine Carroll, May Agate,| filed a year ago. 

Charles Groves, James Raglan and | cere 


Burtwell. 
“The Apple Cart” 
80,000 admissions; ‘“” 
Fraser,” 200,000. 
Carl Hemann, composer, is dead. 


Frederick 
tion charge against Henry F. Lalley 
and John C. Flinn, of Pathe, has 
been postponed to Jan. 17. Lalley 
went to St. Petersburg, Fla., owing 
to the death of his father. 


has played to 
The First Mrs. 





Metropole, latest West End film Louis Goldstein was arrested and 
house, seating 2,000, opened with | held in $1,500 bail for snatching the 


Cochran planning to present Moissi, | 


Hearing of the film storage viola- 





EE Re 
Marcus 
BOOKINGAGENCY 


General Executive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


160 WEST 46"ST- 
BRYANT 7800 NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
CHICAGO OFFIOK 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 








Loew 





































Inside Stuff—Vaude 


(Continued from page 48) 


Desiring to sell four pieces of real 





permission with 
the concession that dower rights of 
“Peaches” Browning be impressed 
upon the sales. This will gross about 
$188,999 for Miss Browning. 


over a quarter of a century because his competitors ruined their own 
meal ticket. 

One may regret the loss of Fally Markus but there is happiness in 
the thought that the others will have to go also. 

For that kind of an indie manager who would cancel acts after the 
first performance, leaving them stranded away from home, with the 
acts never turning up that manager for operating two of the worst fire 


DeVinne-Hallenbeck Co., printers, 
fil€@i suit against Life Publishing 
Co. for $130,958, charging breach of 
printing contract. 





Among those held for questioning | traps in America in the name of, theatres Any act complaining would 
by Federal agents in the perennial | have obligec the local authorities to close his houses, no matter how 
Times Square dope ring investiga-| much weekly he may have been giving up to keep them open But 
tion is Marion Scott, former show- | what may be expected of a man who will take a chance on a hundred 
girl now working in cafes. She ives three times daily? What is any act to him? And such a man 


was picked up in a midtown hotel. : : = . ‘ : b 
pick p . must attract a similar kind of a booker. Which he did and that booker, 








Breaking into the hotel room of | With his lying, cheating ways, enticed other indie houses for booking. 
Mabel ell] showgirl, : Porto | This spreading throughout the indie business had to kil] it. A thousand 
via i ACLLY, Q , i 
Rican, giving his name as Benito} I Ma Ist could not prevent, no more than you ink 
Carlo, attempted to snatch Loney white by pouring r < into it. 
and jewelry from her, then clubbed | ~aiaidleatel 
her and slashed her face with a . ; ; ‘ 
knife when she resisted. He was mome time ago a tab comic from the west, trying to crash eastern 

| sub@ued by hotel detectives after | Vaude, played some “showing” dates in New York for Keith's. While 
escaping twice from hot] guests| Keith’s was making up its mind Fanchon & Marco stepped in and 

who had come to the girl’s assist- | grabbed the comedian for coast picture houses. Two weeks ago a Keith 

ance. j}act scout operating in the west caught the comic at work and was 

coer { greatly impressed He offered his discovery a contract at a salary more 

A detachment of opera singerS|-pan 200% higher than the ficu pO yt oe ung ; 
scrubbed the statue of Giuseppe | “""" - o higher than the figure Keith's could have landed him for 
Verdi in front of the Hotel Ansonia while he was “showing” around New York. The comic’s presentation 

| for publicity purposes. | contracts prevented him from accepting the tardy Keith offer 

Hearing what he thought w thie A ‘ } on big spree the t he’da 
tick of a bombD ndader one Ot ‘ ’ ¢ ' 7 ’ : 

‘ é I é ( ‘ ‘ | ‘ ione ( T i 
seats in Loew’s Metropolit n. ' ' i ld ft < ° 4 a ‘ to tne 
Brooklyn, a colored porter rushed a wo eS ; Ss ints A Di ge and disliking the way they were 
out and returned with a squad of | GO!N& their act, went out on the stage himself to show how it should 
cops. Wary cops unwrapped the be done. “Liquor must be getting worse in Montreal,” muse the boys 

icking package under water and | around Keit) 
spoiled a perfectly good eignt-day | ennai 
clock, | . 1 . ft = : 
“ | King, King and King, playing Publix, are three of a family of ll boys, 
Hazel Marie Vetiani, dancer, se- | #/l hoofers. Last week, when playing Detroit, one of the boys became ill 


cured a separation and maintenance | and wired the brother next to him in years to fill in for him. 
decree from Oliver J. Vetiani, alleg- | done, and as the boys resemble each other it was not noticed. 


This was 





ing hubby swapped wives with an- The turn is still playing with the younger brother subbing for the ill 
cther guy for a night. Mrs. Vetiani | one, 
| said she awoke to find the other guy a 

undressing in her room, with a mes- it ee : 2 é 
| sage that her husband had sent him. Griffith Brothers, the English prop horse act in the Cochran show, 


“Wake Up and Dream,” first came to New York when there were really 
two brothers in the turn, over 50 years ago. They appeared at the Union 
Square, New York. Later the act appeared at the old Koster & Bials®} 
Now in the turn is one of the original brothers, and his son. They have 
been a famous comedy star turn in Britain for many years. 


Health Commissioner Shirley 
Wynne broadcast a denouncement of 
quack medical commercial air pro- 
grams. He stated practically all 
fakers barred from newspapers have 
taken to the air. 





Publix resents the shortennig of its units in any house or the eliminae 
tion of any material, but it doesn’t mind if Warner Bros. add an extra 
act at any point. Result is that Warners are no longer messing with 
any of the units in Jersey City, Newark or other cities by cutting on 
them, but at the Mastbaum, Philadelphia, an attraction is added weekly. 
The extra act is usually a strong comedy turn. 


Harry Richman, on his cafe floor, 
announced the impending remarriage 
of Louise Brooks and Eddie Suther- 
land, who parted some time ago. 
Miss Brooks was present at the club. 








Explosion in the Globe theatre, 
Philadelphia, killed three persons 
and injured 16. Occurred at height 
of night business. 


Construction work in back of the N. V. A. club on West 46th street 
has cut deeply into the club’s hotel revenue. Noise by the diggers and 
blasters kills off all chances for early morning sleep by rear room oc- 
cupants. Result is that all guests want to be on the front (46th street) 
side. That section is now filled and those unable to land a front room 
are doing their pillow pounding elsewhere. 





Moving pictures of the Lind- 
berghs on their honeymoon in a 
motorboat cruiser wjil be a feature 
of the Motorboat Show, Jan. 17-25. 
Aviator and bride successfully 
eluded all newspapermen and 


(Continued on page 58) 





Any number of disrupted and unsettled bookers are scraping along 
without a booking license and keeping within the law by issuing net 
contracts. Theatres pay the acts’ commission direct to the bookers. 
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~ LOEW’S NEW VAUDE 





(Continued from page 43) 


houses have taken the edge off 
all novelty angles. A better line- 
up of acts wouid be needed, repeti- 
tion could not be indulged to so 
great an extent as here, and con- 
sequently the entire presentation 
would revert toward the usual vaude 
bill from which it is attempting to 
break away. 


But in the south as a variant 
from five-act bills, these rearranged 
Capitol units make very good fare. 
since tney ire to be spac ed several 
weeks apart over the route, their 
technical handicaps of repetitious 
specialties will not be so obvious 
as they would be if vaude-pre- 
sentations were made a regular 


policy 
“Dresden China” 


“Dresden China,” for the southern 
vaude stands retains Smith and 
Jolly, Patti Spears and 12 Chester 
Hale girls from its original Capitol 
showing. New are Collins and 
Peterson, male comedy team m. 
c‘ing; Georgie Taps, dancer; and 
todion Dancers, adiago trio, re- 


}part of 


iment. After working in costume for 





placing the adiago quartet first with 
the unit. 

Despite the bob-tailed appearance 
of its flash as compared with big 
city presentation, this unit was re- 
garded as great stuff scenically in 
Norfolk, where house drops and liv- 
ing room sets have been the usual 
vaude display. In center stage was 
a boxed movable bandstand, with a 
staircase on each side leading to a 
large Dresden clock cutout. Every- 
thing highly decorated. Stage was 
draped with white silky material, 
for colorful display of pink, green 
and gold lighting. 

Adaptation of the unit left only 
the original all-costume 
idea, in which performers were out- 
fitted as wigged dandies and hoop- 


skirted frails. Costumes now are 
used for ensemble numbers only, 
while Collins and Peterson and 


Georgie Taps retain their 1930 rai- 


opening number, Jolly: and Smith 
reappear in tuxedos for two har- 
mony numbers before a drop. 
Presentation opens with Collins 
and Peterson in “one,” both at- 
tempting to ballyhoo the show 
simultaneously for first dash of 





comedy. Then into full stage where 
Jolly and Smith start a vocal num- 
ber building into a ballet routine 
by the 12 girls. Patti Spears, so- 
prano, joins the ensemble with a 
love ballad and also builds into a 
chorus routine. .She winds up with 
a violin solo, played very well. Taps 
rounds out the first ensemble period 
with an acrobatic dance, 

Back to “one” for crossfire be- 
tween Collins and Peterson. Then 
Jolly and Smith for vocals in tux, 
getting away strong with the dra- 
matic “Marching Home.” Taps gets 


hot again with an eccentric tap 
routine. 

Another full stage ensemble pe- 
riod follows, titled “At the Ball.” 
Ballet, dressed as girls and boys, 


work a slow and gracefu! ballroom 
number. Miss Spears takes a mid- 


die interlude with powerfully de- 
livered love lyrics. 
Laughs 
Collins and Peterson, in their 


‘Tll Be Seein’ You” vaude act, took 
about 10 minutes and packed the 
period with laughs, Finish had Col- 
lins getting emotional on a cornet. 
It alibied his position as stage- 





band conductor throughout’ the 
presentation, As the only comedy 
representative in the unit this team 
kept the humor average good by 
frequent appearances. Collins fig- 
ured his audience perfectly, and 
rang in some of the world’s oldest 
gags for his best laughs. Only fault 
with their. m. c. was Peterson's 
sideshow ballyhoo for each act. Too 
strong even for here. 


Final ensemble period started 
with Rodion Dancers, two girls and 
man in leaping adagio. Primarily 
a series of flying catches by the 
man, and liked even though it 
lacked any degree of sensationalism. 
Ballet in short routine and posing 
finale closed the presentation. 

House orchestra of 10, in cos- 
tume, did well in its first stage ap- 
pearance, Dominic Tocce, director, 
was seated with the boys and giving 
secret high signs with his fiddle as 
Collins waved the baton. 


Stage show ran 65 minutes and 
didn’t drag because of its novelty. 
To an audience more familiar with 
presentations the frequent re-ap- 
pearance of performers in similar 
specialties would have hurt. 











In comparison of talent, the unit 
naturally doesn’t equal a five-act 
bill, as much of its budget is spent 
for girls, costumes_and scenery 
transportation. But in eye appeal 
and novelty it is superior where 
presentations have not worn off the 
edge. Allen Sparrow, Loew's Nor- 
folk director, said the locals were 
commenting on it extensively. “Di- 
rect From the Capitol, New York,” 
was heralded all over the house 
front. 


Feature, “Behind the Makeup” 
(Par). Shorts included Pathe Audio 
Review, Oswald Talking Cartoon 
comedy, ‘‘Crosby’s Corners” (Pathe), 
two reel talking comedy, and Metro- 
tone newsreel, House wired with 
Western Electric equipment. 


Business strong Friday evening 
and fair at the matinee. Four down- 
town wired houses on the same 
street, and packed closely together, 
are all operated by Loew’s and draw 
from population of about 170,000. 
Only the State carries Loew billing. 


For four-bits top week nights and 
60c Saturdays in the State, Nor- 
folk is getting lots for its money. 
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ARCADE 


Norfolk, Va., Jan. 11. 


The manager of the Arcade, 650 
geats, open from 11 to 11, did not 
gee why a “Variety” reporter should 
come all the way from New York to 
investigate _ an unwired house on a 
downtown side street. Even though 
the house re-ently had burned and 
was now wil.at might be called a 
completely redecorated job. But he 
was as friendly as suspicion per- 
mitted. 

Inside, Harry Carey was shooting 
30 western roughnecks in two reels 
of “Phantom Riders” (U). A lanky 
youth, white-coated and _ rather 
tired, softly drawled a sales spiel 
for peanuts and potato chips. 
Freckled youngster at the door 
whistled quietly and surveyed his 
fingernails. Trade was droning. 


The reporter was polite. “How is 
business?” he asked, closing his 
eyes. 


The manager spoke in anagrams. 
“Business,” he said, “could be taken 
care of in Norfolk by Loew’s State. 
Those other three Loew houses...” 

There was a muffled report in the 
theatre. The manager disappeared 
and returned shortly holding a radio 
tube aloft. 

“This is from my Phototone ma- 
chine,” he said. “It blew out and 
we'll have to buy another.” Plainly 
he did not relish the idea. 








“Oh,” said the reporter, “you have | V : : 
| Crafts, an m. c. with tragic gestures, 


sound?” 
“Yes,” said the manager, “we have | 
sound.” The operator in the booth 


put on another galloping record as 
Harry Carey sent several more 
roughnecks into eternity. 

“This town,” said the manager, 
“is dead.” He repeated it. “This 
town is dead.” He sighed.- “Most 
of the people are out of work. If the 
navy didn’t come into town so often 
... There is only the Ford factory 
left.” 

Suddenly his .theatrical instinct 
can.e to the fore, “But business is 
pretty good,” he said: briskly. “We 
get our people. Family trade, and 
people like that. For 50c a man can 
bring his wife and two kids here. 
Fifteen cents apiece for him and the 
old lady and 10c apiece for the kids. 
What would he have to pay if he 
took the old lady and kids to one of 
those other theatres?” 

“More,” guessed the reporter. 

“Right,” conceded the manager. 
He rocked back and forth on his 
heels. Pathe’s “Spieler” had started, 
and the operator placed a light, airy 
ditty on the phonograph. Seven 
customers walked out, and the man- 
ager said goodbye to three. 

“We change every day here,” said 
th: manager. “We give ’em a fea- 
ture and a western or a feature and 
a comedy. Variety.” 

“Who operates the house?” asked 
the reporter. 

“Hofheimer Brothers. State 
Amusement Co. is the name of the 
business. We have a negro house 
on Queens street, called the Man- 
hattan.” 

“How is business there?” 

The manager sighed again. “Poor 
fellows. When there’s no work 
they’re the first ones that haven't 
got it.” He started to edge away. 
“If you don’t mind,” he said... 

“Certainly not,” said he reporter. 

The manager disappeared. The 
freckled ticket taker approached the 
reporter. 

“You from New York?” he asked. 

“Yes.” . 

“Oh,” said the boy. . 

Two youths, one carrying a uku- 
lele, left the theatre. The ukulele 
musician scratched a match on the 
wall and lighted a cigaret. The 
freckled ticket taker frowned. 

“Joe,” he said, “please don’t do 
that. Cut that out, will ya? Darn 
it, this place was just fixed up 
again.” 

“All right,” said Joe. He plunked 
a chord on his ukulele. 

The ticket taker’s irritation was 
=> ard bv his budding showman- 
ship. 

“Goodbye, Joe,” he called, smijling 
sweetly. 

“Goo’bye,” mumbled Joe, without 
any display of warmth. 

The ticket taker obviously was not 
satisfied. 

“Hey! Joe,” he called. 

“Yeah?” : 

“Good luck to you. Joe!” 

“Thanks,” said Joe, smiling with 
some warmth. 

The ticket taker was satisfied. He 
resumed his quiet whistling and re- 
turned to the survey of his nails. 

Bang. 


ENRIGHT 


(Presentation) 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 9. 

Enright’. first anniversary and 
Nice stage fare. Stage decorated 
with birthday cakes, candles, etc. 
Inexpensive but sightly. 

Jay Mills, m. c., glides over the 
rough spots and his easy, intimate 
stage presence is a big factor in a 
neighborhood stand. 

Presentation was clicking when 
caught. Band novelty in one, an- 
nounced by Mills as Enright band’s 
theme signature (burlesque on 
those radio hours), followed by line 
girls. Chorus here increased slightly 
and Ditz Morelock is getting some 
g00d formations. Claire Cupps, lo- 
cal gal and one of winners in War- 
ners’ recent Sunshine contest, on 
next for a little tap stuff. Nothing 
distinctive, of course, but local 
angle was all she needed. Hart and 





Whitestone brought their trained 
parrot on for some chatter and then 
went into their hoke wire stuff. 
Band number was a sweet arrange- 
ment of “Mighty Lak’ a Rose.” 
These musickers are building up 
quite a local rep. Cliff Friend next 
and his hoofing was the show’s high 
spot. 

Mills took next-to-closing with a 
song and dance with Betty Veron- 
ica, classy blonde who exudes plenty 
of what the customers care for. 
Gal’s second week here and being 
held over again. 

Picture “In the Next Room” (FW) | 
and biz good. Cohen. 


} 





AVALON 


(Presentation) 

Chicago, Jan. 8. | 
While the stage presentation is 
not always worthwhile, the pictures | 
this South Side house has been | 
showing are bringing customers in| 
steadily increasing throngs. Busi- | 
ness was excellent this night from | 
7 o’clock until the box office closed, | 
although a blizzard had raged all 
day. Past few weeks this theatre 
has been taking Warner and M-G 
films straight from, the loop, and 
what Radio attractions it wanted. 
Higher prices are being paid, but 

the profits have increased. 
Deficiencies in the stage show 
were many. ‘Too much of Charlie 


and his band. Careless direction of 
the 10 Abbott girls and improper 
support for the Three Kings, tap- 
pers, who were one of the few fea- 
tures of the Shubert “Broadway 
Nights.” 

Band was set against a summer 
garden for the opening,taking about 
five minutes befcre the Abbott girls, 
holding a silken canopy over the 
orchestra, went into a slipshod rou- 
tine. Crafts oversang “Talking Pic- 
ture” with the band and girls, using 
the mirror-pick-me-a-man finish. A 
few real laughs’ from Zelaya, serio- 
comic pianist, who muffed his Kreis- 
ler opening, and a moon song by 
Crafts for the finale. 

“Rio Rita” (Radio) on the screen 
was the draw. 


EMBASSY 


(Newsreel) 
New York, Jan. 13. 

Fox and Hearst issues splitting 
26 clips 50-50. Big shot carries this 
week’s only scarehead on the title 
sheet of a Hearst clip on John D. 
Rockefeller, Sr., addressing the sound 
camera for the first time, according 
to billing. Record of the oil man 
was made to square his absence 
from the 60th Standard Oil anni- 
versary celebration. He is at ease, 
talks clearly and flashes an impos- 
ing front. Title said he’s 90 and has 
tossed $600,000,000 to charity up to 
now. That’s a lot of dimes. Prob- 
ably a valuable addition to the li- 
brary. 

Rockefeller opened the show and 
things were pretty newsy during 
the first four spots. “Charley Bos- 
ton’s” Chinese funeral an interest- 
ing if dismal deucer (like No. 2 con- 
tortionists who make you ill but 
stop the show) and Dr. Nicholas 
Partos treyed amusingly by explain- 
ing how he biffed that big robber 
out of his Park avenue home. Julius 
Rosenwald and his new bride were 
grabbed boarding their honeymoon 
boat, the millionaire explaining 
they’re bound for Egypt. He always 
shows a sense of humor before the 
sound box. 

Religious parade in Seville, one 
of those things, separated Rosen- 
wald and President Hoover’s dele- 
gates to the naval conference. 
Opening scenes here seemed to be 
silents with offscreen vocal descrip- 
tive comment. Closes with an ad- 
dress by Secretary Stimson. 

Doug Fairbanks and Mary Pick- 
fc.. back in Calif. after a trip 
around the world get a few laughs, 
most of them when Fairbanks does 
a Great Gabbo with a pony. More 
film fan stuff in the next slot— 
Louella Parsons’ wedding reception. 
Louella, the bride, osculated by some 
screen celebs. Groom, Doc Martin, 
made his spiel short and snappy and 
drew a favorable laugh. 

The balance: making cannons in 
a Washington gun factory (Hearst), 
Hylan speaking on his new bench 
job (Fox), “Dancing Football” in a 
Chicago ballroom; ski jumping at 
St. Moritz and match on miniature 
golf course between Glenna Collett 
and George Dunlap, all Hearsts; 
five Foxs in a row were ice hockey 
game, Allister MacDonald (son of 
British Prime Minister), Japanese 
dames in a goofy drill, Curtiss 
safety plane (drew most applause) 
and two kids, billed as “youngest 
radio stars,” singing (surefire); one 
of those eight-months-old babies in 
acrobatics with his father (Hearst); 
two Florida shots in a row, both 
Hearsts, to take some of the gust 
out of the last hurricane; clearing 
away snow after Portland, Ore., 
blizzard (Fox); ceremonies ushering 
in summer in Australia (Fox); two 
kids in dialog about a calf (Fox), 
street scenes in Pekin (Hearst), and 
Maxine Jaurett, talking model, in 
second of her series on clothes, this 
week the lid. Next week, she an- 


nounces, the dress. Stick for the 
lingerie. 
Steady flow in and out keeping 


the house well filled Monday night. 


| (picture 


CAPITOL 
(“Gypsy Dreams”—Unit) 
New York, Jan. 10. 

Uninspiring stage display plus 
“Navy Blues” (M-G) doesn’t predict 
an especially big week for this Man- 
hattan ace of the Loew string. Just 
a so-so layout all the way, with 
Yasha Bunchuk’s 
“Metropolitan Echoes” (operatic 
medley) as pleasing as anything 
later in the bill. 

Shock troops in the pit went after 
this arrangement in an emphatic 
manner and put it away to every- 


body’s satisfaction. In fact, the 
Capitol is now sporting the two 
fanciest drummers in Broadway 


cinemas, tympani and bass, and it’s 
not as silly as it may sound for the 
twosome help the salesmanship. If 
the snare tapper catches the spirit 
that'll make the percussion division 
100 percent. 

Leon Navara is the 
and, as according to 


week’s m.c. 
the ©. HH. RH. 
house regulations), delves 
into his single next to shut. It’s a 
piano playing bit potent for amuse- 
ment—out of town. Neither does 
that mean it’s all Navara’s fault. 
"Tis true that his chatter could 
stand simonizing, but his wilfull 
changing of key while playing a 
miscellaneous assortment of pops is 
pregnant for chuckles where the 
|}audience will whistle with him. In 
New: York, however, they’re too 
busy keeping Wrigley in ball play- 
}ers to pucker up—which is tough on 


' 


as the return of the Spanish Inqui- | 


sition and, of course, also Navara. 
So the m. c. is calling on the re- 
serves (the stage band) for support 
while the Capitol patrons are con- 
tent to listen to the puppets play 
hide and seek with each other. And 
it’s pretty fair that the bit tickles 
them despite that they won’t join in 
the musical frolic. 

Otherwise this revuette (Abel get 
a load) has Angelo and his five 
comedy adagio tramps as the main 
item. Angelo, who is plenty grace- 
| ful amidst all the clowning, appears 
|to be making the mistake of work- 
ling with a spotlight following him 
throughout. Unnecessary, as he 
stands out anyway and it only de- 
tracts from the general present- 
ment. Embarrassing sectional ap- 
plause forced the burlesque ballet 
dancer into an obviously unprepared 
encore. So awkward as to increase 
the embarrassment on both sides of 
the stage. Meaning that Angelo 
ought to frame something extra 
just in case. But those Bronx de- 
fenders in the balcony who do turn 
loose their lady loves once in a 
while to applaud, did much to hurt 
the show by making an insincere 
and prolonged job of it. 

Renoff and Renova offered a brief 
adagio while Carl Saxton mixed up 
ballet spins with taps and acrobatic 
work for at least one noteworthy 
routine. Boy registers on versatil- 
ity alone and can dance besides. 
Bevy of Chester Hales flounced 
about nicely, especially in a forma- 
tion march, Hale being credited with 
having staged this 45 minute pro- 
duction. Costumed to fit the title 
in a woodland set. 

Newsreel, plus trailer, ran 18 min- 
utes, providing the unusual in 
screening two silent M-G clips. On 
the sound end Hearst had three and 
Fox two. House is apparently 
spreading its news, and rightly, with 
the trailer trumpeting the arrival of 
“It’s a Great Day”. (M-G) as the 
next screen leader. Business Friday 
night very much okay. Sid. 


ORIENTAL 


(Presentation) 
Chicago, Jan. 10. 

Dropping off for some time, and 
for the last three months in a bad 
slump, it’s unusual now when this 
house has a profitable week. Past 
seven days proved such an excep- 
tion, due chiefly to the picture, 
“Flight” (Col), which is being held 
over. 

Site has a nut of around $28,000, 
relatively higher than anything in 
the city, but the Oriental goes along 
on a small staff and some dozen 
men who work in the pit and double 
on the stage. The overhead lies 
principally in the rent, $327,000 an- 
nually. 

Stage shows here have always 
been built around the m.c. Since 
Ash, the m. c.’s haven’t meant much 
at this spot and the stage shows 
have deteriorated. 

It’s an exceptional house and 
should be treated apart from the 
other Publix-B. & K. string. With 
its own management and own book- 
ing it could prosper. Simply sim- 
mers down to giving the public 
what it wants here. Better no stage 
show at all than the cold rehash 
being served weekly of a pair of 
hoofers, femme warbler and a flop 
talk pair. 

Stage show shorter than usual 
this week, due to the length of the 
feature, 115 minutes. Repeating the 
same stage production this week 
with different entertainers on the 
b. o. Peggy Bernier is a return at 
this house. Although heralded with 
spreads in the dailies, she didn't 
get a reception, and disappointed 
with baby talk songs, even with 
some of the staff in the back of the 
house organized into a_ claque. 
Those flaps that would have come 
to see Bernier stayed away because 








Bige. 


they had already seen the picture 


overture of |} 


ithose to whom noisy mastication is | 


last week. Harry Savoy grabbed 
a couple of laughs with his gags 
and closed on a comedy song. Bar- 
bara Vernon is leading one chorus 
number, but is not doing her reg- 
ular song and dance routine. On 
the whole the presentation lacks a 
bright or outstanding moment, an 
object lesson in itself. 


Rather unusual is that the picture 
is in on a guarantee and percentage 
basis. Getting $2,500 guarantee 
with a 60-50 split over $40,000. 
With gross last week $47,000, and 
this week indicating another big 
gross, picture should grab close to 


$12,000 for itself. Booking of 
“Flight” into the house for two 
weeks necessitates the shelving of 
two contract pictures by Publix, but 
evidently worth it. Loop. 


PARAMOUNT 


(“Modes and Models”—Unit) 
New York, Jan. 10. 
F ‘ | 

This house is always an interest- | 
ing example of up-to-the-second | 
theatre operation. It is, in fact, a | 
barometer of how things will be 
done later in the provinces. 

If the Paramount makes repeated 
employment of the wide screen, spe- 
cial color blends for announcements | 
or Jesse Crawford’s organ concert, | 
or breaks in on the newsreel with | 





the trailer for next week’s picture, | 
it’s a bet that whether by official | 
ukase or merely the weight of pres- 
i tige these styles in operation will 
| be seen in the far boroughs before 


many changes of marquee. 
noted from time to time at the Par- 


and not in New York at all. That 
would in itself be a problem in re- 
search, with many a bright idea 
found to have been born on narrow 
thoroughfares and only brought to 
recognition via the crossroads. Pub- 
lix, beyond the most quarrelsome 
person’s capacity to dispute, leads 
in the chain matter of dressing its 
shows with those little evidences 
that subtly insinuate a sense of 
enormous efficiency and is the fabric 
of modern showmanship. It’s the 
lubrication that keeps high-speed 
méchanisms purring. 

All of which is introductory to a 
report of an uncommonly well- 
blended show despite including a 
feature, “Glorifying the American 
Girl” (Par), that is only fair. 

Boris Petroff’s unit has ingre- 
dients of easy popularity. Comedy 
is the tempo and novelty in the form 
of Brenck’s Golden Horse. Five acts 


participate — the horse, Chester 
Fredericks, Duffin and Draper, 
Montrose and Reynolds and Nita 
Carol. All can be mentioned flat- 
teringly. 


Fredericks is a stepper with some 
sensational steps. Duffin and Dra- 


per, applause champions Friday 
night, have a style that is pro- 
nouncedly individualistic, super- 


praise in this day of type groupings. 
Montrose and Reynolds unfold the 
woman doing goof comedy and hap- 
pily avoiding the pitfalls of mug- 
ging. Nita Carol, ingenue, has quite 
a nice and an actually audible 
voice, no commonplace asset in pic- 
ture house units. Brenck’s gilded 
pony has been posing for years in 
vaudeville. It’s a patient equine. 
Rudy Vallee favored with a few 
selections, all of them established 
hits, a radio practice that happily 
omits the usual evils of song plug- 
ging. Vallee’s reception was too 
sincere to permit skepticism of his 
entrenched position with those 
present. There has been some dis- 
cussion as to whether he has been 
drawing as of yore. Nothing the 
matter with business this night. 
For “Glorifying,” the film leader, 
the house is several times going to 
a big screen. It helps the picture 
but it’s tough on customers in this 
house, where all seats aren‘t advan- 
tageous when the picture widens 
and heightens. 
Land. 


FOX 


(Presentation) 
Atlanta, Jan, 19. 

Three weeks old and doing plenty 
of business. This week with “Cock- 
Eyed World” (Fox) and the Fan- 
chon and Marco “Through the 
Gates,” patronage was exceptional. 

Unit is the least attractive of the 
three to have played here. Ames 
and Lewis, featured act, drew criti- 
cism for blue gags and the dancing 
in the unit was hardly up to stand- 
ard. Marvel, deaf and dumb dancer, 
over nicely on merit. 

House is, of course, the outstand- 
ing theatre in this section. Opened 
Christmas Day and for the four 
days of that week drew $26,500. 
Following week, with “They Tad to 
See Paris” (Fox) site did $33,000. 
And don’t forget—no Sunday shows. 

Rockey T. Newton in charge and 
house opened with every vacant 
place for miles in and out of the 
city plastered with announcements. 
Al Goodwin is resident manager. He 
formerly was connected with Loew's 


| organist, 


j}audience to talk and encourage 


ot eae 
Perhaps many of the smal] details | have the 


Pie , | 
amount originated in smaller towns | 


B’KLYN PARAMOUNT 


(“Streets of Bombay”—Unit) 
Brooklyn, Jan. 11. 

Harry Richman (New Acts) is in 
his second and last week here as 
the stage draw. Rudy Vallee re- 
turns next week. Applause given the 
screen trailer announcement of Val- 
lee’s return tripled the reception 
applause for Richman when he 
walked on the stage to sing three 
songs before the finale of the cur- 
rent Publix unit. 

Par’s “Glorifying the American 
Girl,” feature film, plus Richman, 
gave the Brooklyn Paramount some 
powerful names for its marquee— 


Eddie Cantor, Helen Morgan, Rudy 
Vallee, Mary Eaton (in the picture) 
and Richman. Capacity business 


and standees Saturday night. 

Over in Brooklyn. the downtown 
theatre audiences are as family-like 
as any neighborhood crowd any- 
where. Bob West, permanent solo 
shows it clearly. West's 
billing is “The Man You Love to 
Sing With.” From response at the 
show reviewed the billing seemed 
deserved. 

Via slides, West informed the full 
house that in order to become stage 
stars they must also read lines be- 
sides sing songs congregationally. 
One line for the girls and the next 
line for the boys. Sounded like a 
bunch of kids in a kindergarten, so 
willingly did they follow the teach- 
er. West turns around and faces his 
bet- 
ter vocal outbursts. And they love 
it. One slide invited them to attend 
the weekly radio broadcast and 
world hear your voice.” 
Such good nature in an audience 
spells bucks for a theatre. 

“Streets of Bombay” runs here 
as at the Paramount, New York, the 


|} week before without change, but for 


the 10-minute interruption toward 
the finish by Richman. Everything 
clicked. 

Screen widened twice during the 
sound newsreel (Par) and several 
times during the feature. Getting 
some excellent effects with the big 
sheet over here. Bige. 


METROPOLITAN 


(Presentation) 
Boston, Jan. 11, 

“Amos ’n’ Andy” will probably 
break the house record. A turna- 
way shortly after noon opening day 
and five daily ordered as the week’s 
policy. Opening day grossed $11,000, 
record, with the evening mob 
standing in line for nearly an hour 
both in the lobby and out on Tre- 
mont street, where a blizzard raged. 

Radio stars were given reasonable 
exploitation in advance, including 
apparently some participation by 
their toothpaste sponsors, and it 
was obvious several weeks in ad- 
vance that it was a natural booking 
for New England. Team was given 
a tough set-up against the feature 
film, “The Kibitzer” (Par) and 
would have had easier sailing if 
placed with something other than a 
comedy. 

To many the team was a disap- 
pointment in that their personal 
appearance shattered the popular 
conception that Andy is a huge chap 
with a booming voice and that 
Amos is a diminutive type with a 
squeaky voice. Some of the exiting 
lobby-chatter even challenged Andy 
as being a substitute. Material was 
old but sure-fire. They work a 
routine starting with a broadcast, 
followed by a dimmed stage pres- 
entation of one of their taxicab of- 
fice bits, after which they make a 
transformation into dress clothes 
and white face by a lighting effect. 

No question that the act will 
stand a repeat if the next routine 
includes what the public now wants, 
including seeing them talk into a 
“mike” with the familiar voices be- 
ing broadcast in the flesh, together 
with a demonstration of their ver- 
satility of voice change that will 
prove the publicity claims that 
every character which they broad- 
cast is played by them without as- 
sistance. 

Balance of the bill didn’t matter. 
Unit, “Jazz Preferred,” features 
Yvette Rugel, Dorothea Berke girls, 
and Caperton and Biggle, adagio 
duo. Libbey. 


NEW HUDSON 


New York, Jan. 13. 

Where infants sleep or squawk 
on the laps of young mothers. 

Where candied apples on the stick 
are hawked by venders through the 
most dramatic moments of a non- 
sink show. 

Where the film still flickers and 
the manager hasn’t time to «@' 
away from selling dime stubs to 
pipe down the shrieking adolescency 
which majors the patronage of this 
house 

Where few seats escape the odor 
of booze imbibers. 

Where the male adults keep on 
their caps and ram their knees into 
the back, or their mud-gilded shoe 
points into the side, of the patron 
in the next row. 

That about’ sums up the New 
Hudson in a few weary parag’ phs, 











State in Los Angeles. 

Policy is four shows daily with | 
the scale 15 to 75 cents for whites | 
and 10 to 35 for Negroes, segre- 
gated in a special balcony and who | 
have a private entrance. | 

Attendance so far has exceeded | 
anything ever accomplished here. j) 





A visitation there is something that 
few will forget. It’s like a vivid re- 
incarnation of tho old flicker days 


iwhen Essany dominated the picture 


field. 
A lad titled Max Schwartz repre- 
sents three other partners in the 
(Continued on page 58) 
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PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 

Speeches, spotlights, bows and 
return dates still interfering with 
the running 6f the straight vaude- 
ville at.the Palace. But still.a first 
class variety bill at the Palace this 
week, and the owners of the return 
dates the respective hits of the 
shows. On top of that, those two 
return acts. received the most and 
an equal quantity of reeeption ap- 
plause. 

Yet there appears no need with 
all vaude .to repeat acts so fre- 
quently at the Palace. It’s an easy 
way to book of course but it may 
not be the easiest way to hold busi- 
ness, since no act is 100% every- 
where and with everybody. 

If a vaudeville act could be 100%, 
it would be Ken Murray’s one of | 
the returns. There is as much} 
low comedy entertainment in this} 
Ken Murray turn as has been con- | 
tained in any one of many Palace 
bills. It’s all variety and all laugh- 
able. Vaudeville may. feel sorry 
that Murray is.leaving it for a pic- 
ture, for a year for RKO pictures 
and RKO pictures may by that be 
taking away .RKO’s best comedy 
turn, 

Nor does one ever grow tired of 
the Clayton, Jackson and Durante 
song act, closing the bill. That is 
the. strength of the three boys, they 
don’t tire.. It’s the other return 
date. That these two repeats.didn’t | 
hurt. attendance Sunday night was | 


evident by a sellout by eight for the | 





{ 





third show that day, with the} 

Palace now priced at $3 for the 

down front orchestra chairs, 
Jimmy Durante will shortly be 


seen in the yet to be released Para- 
mount picture, “Roadhouse Nights,” 
first called “The River Inn.” . He 
is the comic of the picture, given 
a preview a while ago at the Para- 


mount’s midnight show in New 
York. In pictures or at least in 
this talker, his first, Mr. Durante 


will more than duplicate his suc- 
cess as a. singing comedian on the 
stage and. floor. .This is. merely 
mentioned as info for the friends 
ef those three boys, ail in the same 
picture. 

In booking this. bill is peculiar. 

BRrere are three different turns with 
three boys in each, with one re- 
peating the trio of, boys; there is 
Corinne, Tilton, in character songs, 
appearing before Helen Shipman 
(Fleeson and Shipman (New Acts) 
and removing some of the edge from 
Miss Shipman, besides the returns 
and Enos Frazere opening the 
show. 

This. Enos Frazere is booked in 
the old.fashion way, as an acrobat 
opening the show. He is an acrobat 
but what an athlete! This young 
man on a trapeze talking while he 
swings out and over the audience 
does feats millions of people have 
never seen anywhere, and millions 
of others wouldn't. believe possible. 
This “Variety” mugg got into the 
Palace just before his two last 
tricks, tricks never before per- 
formed on a bar under a tent or 
on a stage. What he may have 
done previously is immaterial. 
Those two were enough, And 
opening the show! 

One of Frazere’s tricks, his fin- 
ish, looks to be his finish as he 
goes to it while swinging. When 
they talk about daredevils of the 
air, include Frazere. In the middle 
of the bill, probably opening after 
intermission, the spot where he 
should be for full value, this per- 
former would have been a panic. 
As it was he opened the show with 
less than 250 people downstairs. 

There is no reason why a great 
acrobat can’t be a great act. Where 
one man only in the world can do 
certain things on a stage with a 
thrill in each, he’s not an opening 
act in vaudeville. This could be 
continued for weeks, taking in the 
circuses where they feature anyone 
doing a hazardous feat over the 
tanbark and without a net beneath. 
And here's Frazere, great in his line 
and worthy of being publicized into 
an RKO star attraction merely on 
the strength of his being alone in 
his class, for despite booking offices, 
an.acrobat is still enjoyed in this 
athletic country. Not a bad scheme 
for RKO booking and publicity men 
to see some of these acts that are 
played on the circuit, without the 
routine beoking through reports and 
publicity according to: the position 
on the program. That he hag been 
in vaude a few years doesn’t change 
the fact in the least. 

“Chinese Whoopee Revue,” No. 
3, and a novelty on its Chinese side 
and dress. Dress mostly as there 
is suspicion about some of the per- 
gonnel being from the homeland, 

it it has a production possibility 
“in a Chinese boy comedian who does 
imitations. He looks like a natural 
comic, minus the mimicry. Num- 
bers are too American and the 
specialists are from the line other- 
wise, but big enough as an en- 
semble turn on the dressing with 
the 12 boys and girls besides the 
comedian tod be headlined in the 
smaller’ houses capable of paying 
the salary. 

Miss Tilton did’ her usual num- 
bers, depending upon the “drunk” 
bit to get over as always, and get- 
‘ting over with it. Not so bad for 

‘Miss Tilton at this date to get into 
the Palace. 

: Foster, Fagen and Cox are three 
sginging boys of the old cellar sort, 

but they also go into the Ken Mur- 
ray act so never mind about that 
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No. 2-while Murray is on the show. 
Jerry Coe and Brothers (new acts) 
got away in a too important spot 
for them by one of the three boys’ 
dancing. 

Murray's act should not be men- 
tioned without Milton Charleston, 
his comic opposite. Nor the ec- 
centric comedienne, either Bessie 
Fagen or Helen Charleston, while 
whoever the other one may be, the 
singer and dancer, also a nifty per- 
former. -And Murray alluding to 
one of the two women asa “broad.” 
Since this seems to be a family. af- 
fair in a way, that “broad” may be 
oke because it’s a laugh, but when 
Murray returns to vaudeville or in 
a talker forget “broad.” It’s in very 
bad taste to say the least, for the 
proper defining of “broad” has not 
as yet been attempted. Sime. 


—— 


STATE 


(Vaudfilm) 

Playing but four acts this week 
due to DeMille’s “Dynamite” (M-G- 
M) taking a long time to unwind. 
Also cut out Movietone news. Vaude, 
running 50 minutes, was a pleasing 
combo, consisting of a songster- 
composer, Benny Dayis; a funster, 
Joe Frisco;. a comedy band turn, 
Oscar Stang; with the Hungarian 
Troupe, a foreign acrobatic sextet, 
leading off. 

Hungarian Troupe, three of. each 
sex, in snappy feet to feet work and 
acrobatics. Also stunt from a steel 
ladder supported on legs of under- 
stander. Worked fast and went well 
for that type of turn. 


Benny Davis held back his med- 
ley of old favs, composed by him- 
self, until the finish and it wasn’t 
until then that the turn really came 
through. With the familiarity of 
the old tunes, the medley was sure 
fire. Previous to this a gal intro- 
duced as Ruby Shaw sold a brisk 
pop, and followed it with taps. An- 
other femme, Margie Reeves, 
whirled on next for fast acrobatic 
dance. Phil Ellis. and Walter Riley 
assist at the ivories. 

Strutting on next, and with a 
straw chapeau instead of the char- 
acteristic iron hat, Joe Frisco 
knocked ’em for a row. Frisco 
doesn’t affect exactly what the well 
dressed man is wearing with his 
double-breasted tan jacket and 
pearl gray trousers hanging three 
inches above his ankles. But it’s 
in keeping with the dizzy patter. 
What appeared to be a new bit, a 
parody. of Helen Morgan warbling 
“Man I Love,” done from the char- 
acteristic Morgan position atop a 
piano, brought plenty chuckles. 
Closed with the Frisco strut, with 
derby, cigar, et al. 


Qscar Stang and his orchestra of 
nine pieces began with group har- 
mony and instrumentation and 
closed with a hoke femme imperso- 
nation number. Also interspersed 
some solo hoofing. Liked. 


ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


(Vaudfilm) 


Radio Pictures’ “Rio Rita” is here 
for a two-week stay. House jammed 
early opening day (Saturday) and 
continued with capacity audiences 
for all four shows that day. 


An exceptional insight on how 
vaudeville stacks up against a pic- 
ture like “Rio Rita” is to be had at 
the Albee. Bill running with the 
film is of three acts, instead of the 
Albee’s usual six. Cost of the three 
turns is around $2,500, wiih one of 
the three drawing $2,000 of the total. 

House budget: for the weekly 
vaude at the Albee strikes an aver- 
age of about $6,000, with the limit 
always holding the amount within 
$6,500. On the vaude. alone, with 
the vaude so submerged this week, 
there is a saving of close to $4,000. 

Opening day attendance indicated 
the house can hardly gross less than 
$40,000 in the first week of “Rio 
Rita.” With the increased number 
of performances (four daily) and 
added turnover, that total should be 
easily reached. 

Albee’s average weekly gross is 
$28,000 or thereabouts, or $12,000 un- 
der that which is anticipated with 
“Rio Rita,” 

Considering that whatever the 
rental on the picture might be, most 
likely very high, while charged off 
to the theatre, it eventually winds 
up in the same till, 

Such a difference in gross and 
profits with a strong picture and 
sliced stage stuff makes vaude 
shiver from thé breeze. Vaude's 
consolation is that while “Rio Ritas’ 
canh make it look so chumpy, few of 
them come along. While vaude is 
always there, 

The $2,500 stage bill runs 30 min- 
utes and knows its place. As enter- 
tainment and remembering just how 
it stands in this instance, a snappy 
layout. 

Billy House and his company con- 
tribute the comedy punch in the 
middle, while drawing most of the 
coin. Around House are the Three 
Small Bros., opening, and Bobby 
May at. the far end. Smalls are 
dancers along the lines of King, 
King and King, working- hard and 
energetically and accomplishing a 
lot with fancy stepping. May is a 
juggler principally and a talking 
comic: on the side, talking much of 
his juggling over, All three turns 
hit the target. Bige. 

















ACADEMY 
(Vaudfilm) 


Non-satisfying vaudeville bill 
Saturday. Slow Fanchon and Marco 
unit, “Watermelon Blues," followed 
four acts that never achieved more 
than perfunctory success. .And a 
distinct. booking conflict between 
Aileen and Marjory (New Acts), the 
opening turn, and Louise and 
Mitchel in the unit. Both feature 
acrobatics by women. 

Aileen ‘and Marjory gave the show 


a fast getaway, but this was 
promptly nullified by Harm and 
Nee, who sang three songs and 


laid an ostrich egg. Variety’s rec- 





ords reveal this act as playing the 
Academy once before in 1928 and | 
at that time also doing poorly. 
It is not properly a vaudeville 
act at all but simply a couple of 
18-year-old youths with a knack’) 
for harmonizing who might be okay 
in a big. act but are out of focus 
in full possession of the rostrum. 
When their maturity and. profes- 
sional equipment equals their as- 
surance they may have a claim: to 
separate identity. They washed up 
in five minutes. 

Chase and LaTour’s conveyance, 
which has provided its owners: with 
enormous vaudeville mileage for 
many seasons, is about ready for 
honorable retirement. Seems pretty 
Stale and old timey with the team 
looking capable of something better. 





Irene Ricardo held the next to 
shut and did nicely although the} 
show by that time was pretty hope- 
less. Orchestra meanwhile trans- 
ferred to the stage band shell to} 
participate more intimately in the 
unit. Latter was lacking in the 
requisite sock that might have 
pulled the bill out of the dumps. 

Patrons’ best value was Warners’ 


“Gold Diggers of Broadway.” Good 
business on second show. Land. 
(Vaudfilm) 

Real box office value here this 


week, even though .tthe vaude bill 
is cut by one act due to the length 
of the feature, ‘‘Paris,” the Bordoni 
talker (FN) and running 99 min- 
utes, Both what’s on the stage and 
on the s¢Creen assumes greater en- 
tertainment value than. ordinarily 
found at this ,downtown Keith 
neighborhood. 

Most Keith houses are cutting 
the vaude by two acts during the 
run of “Paris,” but in the face of 
stiff’ opposition in this section and 
a usually strong show of seven acts 
at the Academy (Fox) a block away 
on 14th, street, Jeff management 
figured it.advisable to eliminate 
only one turn. As a result, it’s 
a long show in toto for the money 
(50c),. running in, all three hours 
and 34 minutes, There..was room 
for five minutes of trailer material, 
including a talking ad on “The 
Racketeer”. (Pathe), coming; Pathe 





Sound News, which couldn’t have 
been eliminated and the orchestra 
overture, shortened, as was wise, to 
three minutes, 

Jack Lazar Revue, five-people 
flash, fails to make the grade for 
Keith neighborhoods in its present 
shape, but with fixing and re-rou- 
tining might land. It opened the 
show. This also goes for the re- 
ception accorded (New Acts). 

No. 2, Art Hall and the Hillbillies, 
billed for some time as the Six 
Hillbillies, fared fairly well, letting 
down only in“spots and once peril- 
ously, but closing strong. Harmony 
work seems to be the forte of 
these Arkansaw entertainers, one 
dance number absolutely proving 
they should stay away from any 
attempt at hoofing. The Ozark ac- 
cent is also overdone at the begin- 
ning, almost creating the impres- 
sion that these “Hillbillies” are pos- 
sibly from New England. Patter 
song material closing, with any 
number of comedy verses, sent act 
across nicely after the very serious 
mistake of the backwoods dancing, 
better out in this routine than in. 

Comedy of a rich burlesque sort 
arrived next when Billy and Eleanor 
Arlington slapped, banged, cajoled 
and cross-fired each other.for a 
15-minute stretch. The unexpected 
smack on the face Miss Arlington 
receives in retaliation for one she 
had delivered is the biggest laugh, 
mainly because it is so sudden and 
unlooked-for. The Arlingtons do 
a typical burlesque. skit in which 
a burglar is mistaken for the dis- 
guised detective the lady called for, 
and helps himself to additional 
plunder and liquor, doing a drunk 
bit for the finish that’s a near riot. 


In neighborhoods such as drawn 
from by this house, this kind of 
low comedy material is sure-hit 


stuff, but there’s no particular rea- 
son why it shouldn’t do o. k. any- 
where, 

George Beatty, monologist, about 
for some time, found the going 
smooth and the results of his work 
highly satisfactory even though he 
took up 17 minutes as a single and 
chooses to wind up with the weak- 
est part of his offering, It’s the 
drunk sailor number that should 
be the parting shot. 

Scortng more solidly here, as 
might be expected, considering na- 
ture ‘of audience, than in. other 
Keith hotises where recently caught, 
Glenn and Jenkins’ did 24 minutes 
and allowed the unbilled out-of- 
character colored chap carried to 





do three numbers. This must have 





pleased the blackface team as well 


as the unbilled. lad since on other. 
occasions latter has done only one 
number and obvious pulling for en- 


cores didn’t work out, so_ well, 


Maybe the third member of the act. 


is improving a little as he goes 
along and some day his appearance 
to play and sing numbers won't 
have a tendency to slow up the fast 
pace set by Glenn. and Jenkins, who 
are a great act by. themselves and 
always have been. 

Closing, a novelty act, De Onzo 
and Sally and Co., saved their best 
stuff for the encore and by the time 
they got through had used up 16 
minutes of the Jeff's valuable time. 
Act shouldn’t run more than eight 
or ten minutes at the most (New 
Acts). Char. 


58TH ST. 


(Vaudfilm) 

For the first time in weeks a de- 
cided pickup was noticed for the 
opening Saturday afternoon grind 
at the 58th Street. While Satur- 
da:’s biz was better, there is still 
room for improvement. Slow build 
is a healthy indication that the mat 
returns are there once they get go- 
ing. The nights take care of them- 
selves, as might be expected in a 
dense neighborhood not over- 
theatred has not been as advanced 
as elsewhere. 


The four acts as laid out didn’t 


| assure much comedy, although show 


gave clean entertainment. What 
little comedy was offered was re- 
ceived with open arms. 

Lester Lane act opened. Here his 
dancing partner, Ethel Osborne, and 
Louis Chicco are given prominence 
in the billing. Gone is the sister 
team that was formerly with Lane 
and replacing is a musical diversion, 
a harp duet, a man and woman 
combo that displayed skill with the 
instrument that Harpo Marx made 
famous. The standout is the acro- 
batic dancing of Lane and Osborne, 
their toy number used as a cioser. 

On second was Paul Sydell and 
Scotty, the latter a dog wonder. 
Acrobatic and balancing work of the 
canine performer is really remark- 
able. The dog is beautifully han- 
dled by Sydell. Trainer attempts 
no talk or clowning. 

Sylvia Clark headlined and stopped 
the show. She did her usual buf- 
fooning and put over her charac- 
teristic numbers, including the fare- 
well bit at the depot, a comedy 
classic. ‘Her finish is with the two 
men impersonating overgrown kids, 
who aided vocally in making the 
Clark hit. 

Closing was Charles Bennington 
and his harmonica band. Benning- 
ton’s peg-legged dancing was an in- 
dividual click, but the real novelty 
in this house was the Peter Stuyve- 
sant peg-leg number that the nine 
boys did with Bennington. 

“Paris” with Irene Bordoni and 
the Pathe sound news. Mark. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


(Vaudfilm) 


Rube Wolf remains as chief baton 
wielder and clown with the current 
bill, a perfect setup for Wolf to 
extend himself, and he does. Fun 
aplenty throughout, with Wolf cop-, 
ping lion share of laughs. Biz good 
at middle show Saturday. 

Another Fanchon and Marco build 
up to spot the surrounding bill, cap- 
tioned “Sweet Cookies,” and with 
the band in baker outfits. 

Wolfe sets things in opener, giving 
way to Sully and Thomas for some 
nifty clowning and dancing. Eva 
Mandell, rotund singing comedienne, 
enlivened with a tunefest, and 
doubled up with Wolf for some 
nifty clowning that got them. 

Fanchon and Margo gals spotted 
a colorful dance ensemble, giving 
way to Jones and Hull, two men 
with a comedy acrobatic routine 
that clicked. 

Plenty of fun packed in the hour 
stage show and plenty of color in 
the attractive stage pictures as 
staged by Fanchon and Marco, espe- 
cially the rainbow finale, which had 
the girl ensemble, flimsily clad and 
projected as color spots of the rain- 
bow. Very classy and effective 
finale that brought loud applause. 

Altogether a good show, 

“Christina” (Fox) on screen. 





dba. 
RIVERSIDE 
(Vaude- Shorts) 
N‘ce_ five-act layout combined 
with several talking shorts and 


sound newsreel. Better than usual 
Saturday matinee gate at 50 cents. 

Serova Revue (New Acts) fol- 
lowed the overture, doing nicely, al- 
though the show's weakest compo- 
nent. Bobby Folsom deuced bright- 
ly, and was followed by Faber and 
Wales (New Acts), wherein “Casey” 
Faber returns to full stage after a 
long trick before the olio. 

Jed Dooley and the madame had 
it easy and Will Osborne singin 
with Herbert Diamond’s band di 
well, closing the show with what he 
announced as “our own original 
style“ of music. 

Pat Rooney Family in one of those 
sugar-sweet domestic complications 
made for Universal topped the 
screen “featurettes” (as they are 
billed), with Murray and Oakland. 
also of vaude, in another. House 
advance trailers lists these shorts 





equally with the vaude. Land. 
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PALACE 
' ‘ (St. Vaude) . » 
Chicago, Jan, 12. : 

In justice to the preformers and 
others concerned, absolutely fair 
juégment could not-be passed on the 
biil’s first show, Saturday matinee. 

Starting at an even keel Saturday 
matinee, each act lengthened as it 
succeeded the other. Folks started 
to walk at 4:55. Jimmy Savo, the 
slow motionist, next to closing, and 
the Alexanders, following, were not 
caught because of time limit. 

Though the acts dovetailed well 
the snap was not there, performers 
thus piling added difficulties on per- 
formers. Bud Harris and Radcliff, 
playing No. 4 as the two piano 
movers who sing dance and gab, 
stole everything from Ben Bernie 
and his band, closing intermission, 
and from Blossom Seeley and Ben- 
ny Fields, who opened after recess. 


i Kid hoofer with them proved a riot 


with his Bill Robinson footings. 
Lime Trio opened with the con- 
tortionist ‘novelty, “Gollywog,” to 
good rounds of applause at the close, 
Florence Brady and Gilbert Wells, 
the tune writer, hit it off in the 


deuce, finally with Miss Brady’s 
“Man on My Hands.” 

The Four Diamonds, dancing 
group of three men and a gir., 
appeared unnecessary for the 
Palace until the younger pair of 


boys began tossing their dialog and 
struck into their sdilor-boy danc- 
ing. Though pleasing, it could have 
been cut to 10 minutes. tan 15. 

Bud Harris and Radcliff on next 
wowed them at the start. Turn 
ran 20 minutes with encore, 

Bernie and his band, doubling 
from the Congress hotel, held the 
Stage entirely too long, running 35 
minutes. The 12 boys are versatile 
as singers but weak on comedy for 
stage work, with the exception of 
the drummer, who cracked a xylo 
specialty like a vet trouper. Mu- 
sic swept from good pop into a 
syncopated finale of “Scherezade.”’ 
Girl dancer was negligible. 

Came finally a five-minute in- 
termission, after which Seeley and 
Fields work hard, with Fields suf- 
fering from a cold again and for 
some odd reason razzing the State- 
Lake. 


Savo next, and the Alexanders 
closed. Loop. 
MET, BROOKLYN 
(Vaudfilm) 


Four acts instead of six for cur- 
rent week at Loew’s Brooklyn, and 
“Dynamite” (M-G-M) on screén, 
Chop on stage show necessary be- 
cause of the film feature consuming 
nearly two hours. Good layout all 
the way and a sellout Saturday 
afternoon. 

Eddie Leonard toplined and in 
deuce, got ovér in a big Way with 
& batch of songs and shuffle soft 
shoe dancing. Leonard got a big 
hand on walk-on and bigger at bow 
off. A male pianist and mixed darice 
team support, worthy adjuncts, 
Leonard and the other men are un- 
der cork, as usual, but no smear on 
the gal. The dancers space Leon- 
ard’s vocals and uncork some clever 
hoofing. Leonard sewed them up 
legitimately with his regular act and 
came back for “Roly Boly Eyes” 
and “Ida” before they’d permit him 
to leave. : 

Kanasawa Troupe, six male Chi- 


nese, preceded as opener with a 
swell routine of balancing, perch, 
acrobatics and tumbling. Better 


than usual for this type of act and 
got good returns. 

Billy Glason followed Leonard and 
cleaned up heavy on comedy. Gla- 
son’s nut and semi-nance stuff hit 
the spot with the mob and sent him 
away to a solid hit. 

Myers, Lubow and Rice Revue, 
six-people dancing flash, closed and 
held them in with a classy dance 
revue. 

“Dynamite” followed on screen. 

Edba. 


81ST STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 

Sweet bill, smooth and tacks on 
evenly to rest of show here to make 
a two-handed draw with the feature, 
“Paris” (FN), starring Irene Bor- 
doni, who rates high around here. 
Rae Samuels topped. Preceding her 
were W. H. Groh and his dogs; Miss 
Ewing Eaton, personable young 
blonde, and Buster Shaver and Tiny 
Town Revue. All okay. Weather 
conspired. 

None of acts need lengthy say so, 
but combo speaks well for booking 
judgment. Orchestra nearly full, 
baleony fair and boxes and loges 
well taken for this Saturday per- 
formance. 

Seale calls for 50 cents for floor 
on Saturday matinee, 60 cents for 
boxes and loges and 30 for balcony. 
This day performance offers plenty 
of competition to other two houses 
in neighborhood at these prices. The 
Beacon (Warners’) gets 60 cents 
and the 83d Street (Loew) 40 cents 
for films only. Customers 90% 
adults, women predominating. 

Miss Samuels is her usual peppy 
self, running through in intimate, 
breezy manner, which locals like. 
She pattered and sang, hopped 
about while her pianist, Jack Car- 
roll stayed at the piano. She 
knocked 'em and made a speech at 
the close. Two numbers that were 





startlers were her impersonation of 
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a hick band leader playing the har- 
monica and a characterization of a 
poop-oop-a-doop mama which un- 
geated her audience, Did 21 minutes 
for a bang. 

Buster Shaver and his Tiny Town 
Revue, mixed sextet of midgets with 
Shaver at the piano in novelty song 
and dance, offered chuckling inter- 
lude in third spot and paved way 
for stronger laughs with Miss Sam- 
uels. Crew does about six numbers. 
Smilingest bit given by Olive Olive, 
small enough to decorate a cigar- 
ette holder. Thirteen minutes of 
applause. 

Ww. H. Groh opened. His informal 
aog comedy turn played in three 
with special drop and fixings started 
off to smart laughter. Not sensa- 
tional, but out-of-ordinary and of- 
fering plenty ha-has. Groh enters 
to open top of dummy piano, out of 
which hounds leap to romp and rip 
everything apart, including drop 
and tearing away at bunch of bal- 
loons. 


Miss Ewing Eaton occupied the 
deuce, rating all the way. About 
five numbers to her routine It in- 


eludes violin, songs, chatter and 
dances. Girl works fast and finishes 
strong with a good dance Opens in 
“one” special in tux, trousers and 
Eton jacket, making changes on 
stage to close in dancing teddy. 
Looker, pleasant voice and good 
dancer headed ‘straight for musical 
comedy. 

Length of feature cut usual five- 
act bill to four. Feature ran 90 min- 


utes, cutting out even: newsreel. 
HIPPODROME 
(Vaudfilm) 


Returning to six acts or so anda 
feature, besides other screen items, 
the Hip completes the circle and ar- 
rives back to its original policy 
under the Keith management, 

This week it’s a pure vaudeville 
layout with no pretense to presenta- 
tion elaboration, strong on straight 
specialty material and not so heavy 
on flash. Good variety all around 
with the show trimly laid out for 
effect, and the money svnent dis- 
played for worth. Better than fair 
comedy values and okay for this 
type of drop-in. house. Strong bally- 
hoo on “three-hour entertainment,” 
billing that the show makes good. 
Seven acts, feature, “Pointed Heels” 
(Par.), a two-real talking comedy, 
Pathe sound news and several inci- 
dentals such as a long:buildup of 
the RKO jubilee week; Fred Kins- 
ley’s strong community singing plug 
(he uses a mike for announce- 
ments) on theme song hits in Radio 
pictures, and finally the whoopee of 
the Charles Stein house Orchestra 
novelty overture. 

House filled downstairs Sunday 
night and well occupied upstairs, 
arguing that it is building up a Sun- 
day clientele glad to find a quiet 
drop-in away from the crowded 
Broadway de luxes. 

Ade Duval with his legerdemain 
called “Rhapsody in Silk” and a 
sightly and novel arrangement of 
simple magic tricks all of the me- 
chanical sort, but nicely worked 
into a showmanly turn. Worker 
produces vast quantities of brightly 
colored silks from all sorts of ap- 
paratus, gradually filling even the 
big Hip stage with a rainbow of 
hues. 

Cuby, and Smith, apparently a 
new partnership in comedy acro- 
batic act that’s a corker. Pair in 
boob get-up going to the hand-to- 
hand routines and become tragically 
‘tangled up with each other. Stuff 
is built up splendidly in clean cut 
pantomime with the skill that only 
finished acrobats could achieve. Not 
a spoken word and a solid low com- 
edy lau h. 

Llizabeth Brice, working with a 
Piano accompanist and a boy as 
when last seen and making hard 
going of it. Songs are mostly pops 
and in the huge Hippodrome the 
lyrics of a special number don’t 
register ever. Best thing in the turn 
is a “nut” medley by the pianist 
filling in an interval between songs. 
A pianist who can dig a novelty for 
this perfunctory time filling bit de- 
Serves something. Seek to bolster 
kid for his numbers, with announce- 
ment that he does the songs as 
Charles King did before he became 
a picture personage, doesn’t par- 
ticularly help. Tough assignment 
for such a routine and it scarcely 
fills the bill. Miss Brice’s agreeable 
personality doesn’t get a chance to 
register in the vast Sixth avenue 
amphitheatre. 

Willie, West and McGinty, next to 
closing and a knockabout riot here. 
Background is a _ half-completed 
house and the three workmen “get 
into a thousand bungling dilemmas 
With tools, building materials, scaf- 
folds, ladders and whatnot. All 
pantomime. E 

Ruiz and Bonita, with their Nov- 
elty Quartette, are new only in the 
musical accompaniment, an unusual 
arrangement for a dance team. 
Music is supplied by a string quar- 
tet, two women at two harps, a vio- 
lini t and a banjoist. Solos by the 
latter two and a number by the two 
harpists filled in nicely between 
dance numbers, the harps being 
especially agreeable. Young dancers 
did not give as spirited a perform- 
ance as usual here, or they were so 
far away from the reviewer that it 
seemed so. However; the whirlwind 
finish made up for earlier slowness. 

Rush. 
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LINCOLN SQ. 


(Vaudfilm) 


Feature in the first half, U. A.’s 
“Trespasser,” proved a draw for this 
neighborhood and there wasn’t an 
empty seat in the house for the 
second show. Vaude was typical 
neighborhood affair and weak in 
many spots, but the mob here isn’t 
hard to please and responsively re- 
ceives anyone and anything. With 
the house mobbed, all turns got 
more of a hand than they earned. 

Standard bike turn, Frank Wil- 
son, made the bike do everything 
but talk. Wilson rides “no hands” 
while stunting on the bike and fin- 
ished with the front wheel spinning 
routine, 

Joyce Yates and Her Boy Friends 
(New Acts), took the deuce for 
string pop instrumentation and 
warbling. 

Fisher and Hurst, dealing mainly 
crossfire and the solo 


“blues” warbling of Miss Hurst, 


treyed and held. Crossfire opens, 
revolving around Fisher renting a 
room to Miss Hurst, then their 


meeting in a hotel lobby and finally 
flirtation stuff comedy talk. Gags 
are a bit old but they found it easy 
going in this house. Miss Hurst 
possesses a strong voice and slugged 
her tunes across oke. 

Eddie Hanley and Co., doing his 
“Jest for a Laugh,” was the comedy 
hit of the bill. Hanley and his two 
male supports all work as “nuts” 
and are in that manner garbed. All 
employ hoke delivery in both man- 
nerism and speech, with the two 
supports wearing dead pans. A girl 
helps with a wee bit of gagging 
with Hanley and out twice there- 
after for two straight dancing num- 
“Sonny Boy,” skit, with one 
of the assists as the child, was a 
good hoke number but overdone. 

Grace Smith and Buddies, colored 
hoofing turn, opened fiashily. Girl 
goes in for some tonsil work and 
fast legmania. Boys are good sup- 
port, ali being adept in the art of 


HARRY RICHMAN 

Songs 

10 Mins.; One 

Paramount (Pres.), Brooklyn 


In a large capacity picture house 
Harry Richman runs up against the 
same handicap confronting most 
“intimate” specialists. As with oth- 
ers, such spacious quarters reduce 
Richman’s effectiveness by at least 
50%. That goes for Richman strictly 
as an entertainer, momentarily for- 
getting that additionally he is now 
somewhat of a “name” and there- 
fore probably a draw. Needless to 
say that Publix, in paying him plen- 
ty, is paying for his possible box 
office capabilities primarily and sec- 
ondly for a singer of songs. 

Peculiar with Richman that he re- 
ceived more publicity in New York 
after leaving New York than he 
received in all the years he pre- 
viously spent there. On which pub- 
licity, good or bad (matter of taste), 
Publix anyway is gambling with 
this name. That he’s being first tried 
cout over in Brooklyn hints that 
Publix was willing to take a chance 
on something it wasn’t absolutely 
certain about. 

In his second and final week in 
Brooklyn, Richman is singing three 
numbers, opening at a midget grand 
on the rising pit. His first number, 
with vocal assistance from the 
house musicians, is typically cafe 
and missed in this big theatre with 
its picture house audience. A pair 
of songs from Richman’s picture 
(announced) follow. A bit of talk 
separating them is weak. Bige. 











“SYNCOPETS” 

Trio Harmony, Piano’ 
11 Mins.; One 

Belmont (V-P), Chicago 


Three girls with average voices 








stepology. 
Hearst-Metrotone News. 


STATE LAKE 


(Vaudfiim) 
Chicago, Jan. 11. | 

People have fallen into the habit 
of getting here regularly Saturday 
morning. Lower floor was com- 
fortably filled at the conclusion of 
the feature, “Thing Called Love,” 
(Pathe), and there were holdouts in 
the lobby at the end of the first 
show. 

Flash turn, Stepanoff and com- 
pany, three men and four women, 
led off, and were chiefly on color- 
ful sets. Songs and dances were of 
ordinary calibre, and just made the 
grade, Uses seven changes, moving 
from full to “one,” to deliver Span- 
ish, Dutch, nite club and gypsy 
routines. 

Walter “Dare” Wahl and partner 
went big with hoke and comedy 
tumbling and set themselves strong 
with a real strength feat for en- 
core. 

Vox and Walters, ventriloquists, 
did nicely, the girl especially get- 
ting a hand for her handling of a 
bawling baby. 

Roy Cummings delivered his 
standard routine, grabbing laughs 
on prattfalls and clowning. His 
partner is a looker, but doesn’t do 
anything to bolster the turn. Mar- 
veltone, George Lovett’s old mind- 
reading act brought up to date with 
the aid of the talker, closed. Lovett 
has filmed and sounded his two 
women playing certain standard 
tunes and answering some standard 
questions. He runs these off, then 
closes by answering questions not 
on film. 

On the screen femme is speaking 
into mike so that mouth and lips 
are hidden. Woman is planted be- 
hind screen and speaking into the 
amplifiers. Makes a. good illusion, 
and will mystify 99% of the peo- 
ple. Has already played the neigh- 
borhood Belmont, where the folks 
went for it in a big way. Here, 
with a wiser mob, over but not a 
rave. Loop. 

86TH STREET 
(Vaudfilm) 

All kinds of competition in this 
neighborhood keeps the Keith book- 
ers on edge. Of late the house has 
perked up considerably with nights 
reported sellout and the mats in- 
creasing. 

Irene Bordoni in “Paris” (FN) 
was the feature, wit the vaude 
headliner, a screen comic, Chester 
Conklin. Bordoni is a stage name 
and new as a celluloid celeb. What 
pull she has on the screen is conjec- 
ture. Conklin may have inspired 
some b. 0. curiosity. 

The regular five-act show 
chopped to four, owing to the 
length of the Bordoni picture. Spe- 
cialty show seemed to lack vaude 
punch. The Conklin act, panto- 
mimic on Conklin’s part, is not the 
belly-laugh producer one would an- 
ticipate, building slowly with com- 
edy punch late. 

Conklin, with his familiar trick 
moustache, glasses, sans coat and 
with his usual timid pantomime sat- 
isfies the fans who want to see him 
in person, but as a big laugh pro- 








was 





ducer his sketch is weak. However, 


but no personality in straight songs, 


| ballads and pop. Harmony is nice 


but solo by the soprano-pianist is 
unnecessary and slows,the act. 


Would be more effectively staged 
if the two younger girls dressed in 
velvet shorts and silk blouses wore 
dresses instead. A weak dance by 
this pair to finish should be im- 
proved, just as a finisher. Loop. 





it gives his leading woman, Blanche 
LeClair, all the talking to do. Conk- 
lin appears as a servant, speaking 
only one line at the finish. 


The Mangean Troupe open the 
show, giving it a flying start on 
some corking ground acrobatics and 
a flashy routine of aerials from a 
teter-board. The troupe has been 
around some time, but has modern- 
ized in many ways. The four men 
and one woman look well, work ad- 
vantageously and with speed. Evans 
and Wolf Co. (New Acts) second; 
did fairly. 


After Conklin came Hall and Pil- 
lard, closing the show. This hoke 
duo chatter knockabout, sing a lit- 
tle and pull old gags. 


Screen flashes lyrics for com- 
munity sing, led by James F. Thom- 
as, organist. Little vocal response 
from the audience. Also the Pathe 
sound news besides feature. ‘ 

° ark. 


LOEW’S ORPHEUM 


(Vaudfilm) 


New York, Jan. 13. 
Fairly good vaude played to a 
packed house Monday night and all 
went well. Few seats available 
even after the feature, U. A.’s 
“Trespasser” went into its last 
grind for the night. 


Standard acrobatic and juggling 
turn, Bob and Lucy Gillette, were 
fair pleasers. Miss Gillette tosses 
plenty objects simultaneously, when 
either juggling or balancing. Man 
works comedy. 


Zelda Santley, doing imitations of 
stage and screen celebs, was an oke 
neighborhood offering. Miss Sant- 
ley’s lyrics tell how various celebs 
ordered their victuals in a main 
stem restaurant. Nobody would 
have guessed it if she hadn’t an- 
nounced them. 

Closed with an impression of H. 
Morgar warbling “Must Have That 
Man.” from atop the ivories. 

The Briants caused much wonder- 
ment here with the various dummy- 
like bends and twists one chap 
takes, plus his many hard falls, 
cleverly executed. Many of the cus- 
tomers wondered if the smaller chap 
were a stuffed figure. Nice hand. 

Buffoonery of Jimmy Lucas and his 
femme assists, unbilled, came in for 
many laughs. Lucas knows how to 
play up to the mob. Both take a 
hand at solo warbling, mixing com- 
edy and pop numbers. Wound up 
with Jimmy mimicking foreign kids 
singing U. S. anthems. 

Deno and Rochelle clicked with 
three dance numbers; tango, com- 
edy and apache. Latter number 
closed and took the cake for rough 
handling of a femme partner. De- 
Sario and Regar supported with 
a neat adagio ballet as did Helene 
Manning with peppy specialty step- 
ology. Three other male assists are 
celloist, violinist and pianist. 





JERRY COE and Brothers (2) 
Music and Dances 

11 Mins.; One 

Paiace (St. V.) 

Three accordion players with one 
a dancer, all boys. They make a 
light but sufficiently entertaining 
turn for a spot, through the dancer, 
probably Jerry Coe, and who has a 
likeable personality besides. 


Other instruments are in use, with 
a couple of the boys dancing while 








| PAT HENNING and Co. (2) 
| Comedy 

|21 Mins.; One 

186th St. (V-P) 

Not a new act in name but an im- 
| proved one in material. Now worth 
imore than ever before, in money and 
spotting, and likely to score satis- 
factorily or better anywhere. 

Pat Henning appears with his dad 
(the company), and has for some 
time. Formerly the talented : 
mother was also in turn. Equipped 
with entirely new gags, bits and 
comedy situations, many evolved in 
connection with mandolin solos and 





jaccompanying clowning, young Hen- | 


ning heads a turn that clicks from 


start to finish. This is somewhat 
remarkable in view of the time, 21 
minutes. Hard work (and Henning 
is almost indefatigable) earned its 
reward here. 

On No. 2 here but that due to a 
disappointment. Answer was that 
Henning got across the way good 


next to closers are supposed to, all 
but stopping the show this night. 


lad and his take-it-easy pa. Char. 








FABER and WALES 

With Lew. Lehr, Nancy Bell 
Comedy Skit 

25 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Riverside (V-P) 

Harry Faber and Lita Wales with 
a second couple offer a light com- 
edy divertissement that should en- 
joy general booking utility. 

Plot hangs on the thread of two 
male campers who have mutually 
bet $500 that they will not fall for 
the opposite gender during their 
camping period. Each bribes a girl 
to vamp the other fellow with farce 
derived from resultant situations. 

Featherweight, of course, but 
bright and breezy and the type of 
stuff middle-of-the-bill spots need 
badly. Incidental song patter and 
a bit of stepping by Faber increase 
tempo and provides light and shade. 

All of the participants are sea- 
soned vaudeville troupers who 
know how to handle themselves and 
their lines. Finale uses rain effect 


for a “Singing in the Rain” cur- 
tain. 
An attractive turn. Land. 


Loretta KING and Tommy 

McINTYRE * 

Comedy, Singing 
11 Mins.; One 
Academy (V-P) 

Suitable for No. 2 spots in better 
class neighborhoods. Although not 
an, act that beats all others rating 
for this type of house, King and 
McIntyre do 11 minutes of pleasing 
comedy and song, broken by a few 
dance steps. 

Miss King was formerly with a 
“Company,” heading a four-people 
turn. She and her new partner are 
entirely in “one,” opening in a very 
brief park bench bit and going into 
a double number, topped by a bit of 
hoofing and straightaway into talk 
during which the business of Mc- 
Intyre pushing Miss King around 
goes for laughs. Additional song 
doubles, straight and comedy, and 
more talk carries the team to their 
finish. 

At no time is the material strong 
enough to threaten show-stopping 
applause. 

Team is of the very juvenile type 
that expects to click mainly on the 
youth and kid angle, which it does. 

On second and across satisfac- 
torily. - Char. 


SEROVA Revue (10) 
Singing, Dancing 

17 Mins.; Special Sets 
Riverside (V-P) 

Okay girl and specialty flash. 
Leaves no mark upon the memory 
one way or the other, but while on 
manages not to bore. Scenery and 
costuming gives it additional worth 
from booking angle. 

Hardly an outstanding bit. Runs 
wholly within conventional vaude 
channels, contortionist dancer, male 
singer, pair of sleek hoofers and all 
the rest that has been seen so often. 

Passable but. not distinguished. 

Land. 


AILEEN and MARJORY 
Female Acrobats 

5 Mins.; Two 

Academy (V-P) 

Speed is the dominant character- 
istic of a very good opening turn 
presented by two muscular young 
women. Smaller of the two accom- 
plishes a back round-off head som- 
ersault without use of hands, the 
topper. 

Some of the tricks have a comedy 
angle and entire session is zippy and 





interesting. Should find plenty of 
bookings. Land. 


playing. The act is held up and /! 
gets over however on the work of 
the dancing boy. Sime 


lad’s | 


The Palace has no terrors for this | 


TOWNSEND and BOLD (4) 
Dancing, Singing and Harpists 
13 Mins.; Full (Special!) 
Jefferson (V-P) 

Okay one opener. Too tight from 
newness, Should rate better after 
break-in period’s over, and turn 
loosens up on gears. As is, bit slow. 
Five girls, one man. Latter is Bold. 
Ann Pinto and Helen Regals, harp- 





ists; O’Connor Sisters, harmony 
singers, and Rita Townsend, mod- 
ern adagio dancing half. All look- 
lers. Settings and costumes attrac- 
| tive. Big applause at this please 
easy. 
| Did about six numbers, all rating 
fair. 

Full stage throughout. Setting 
'is rose drop and drapes with double 
hangings shaped over wide stairs 


back against second drop providing 
irise and fall entrance for dancers. 
| Piano takes right and harpists left 
| throughout turn. 

Turn opens to harp accompani- 


ment with the O'Connor girls trill- 
ling, who break away for adagio 
waltz by hoofer pair. Good harp 


medley follows. Pop tunes only fol- 
| lowed by tango adagio; then piano 
and song duet and another modern 


jadagio step. Finale has all par- 
| ticipafing, 

Dancers need loosening of form 
and O'Connor Sisters overwork per- 
isonality stuff—subconsciously but 
felt. Time should remedy. 


HARRIS and CLAIRE, Inc. (1) 
“Dealers in Dances” 

12 Mins.; Full Stage 

58th St. (V-P) 

A commonplace dancing team 
with the routines badly framed. 
When last caught by “Variety” Fred 
Harris and Julie Claire had the 
Slate Brothers and the Burton Sis- 
ters to pep things up a bit. That 
they did. Now the brother and sis- 
ter teams are out, and the turn ap- 
pecrs to suffer by it. Support of 
the kind formerly used appears to 
be needed at present. 

That Ine. at the end of the nam 
is a gag, or perhaps it isn’t a gag 
and Harris and Claire thought it 
was about time they became a cor- 
poration professionally. Either way, 
their turn is weak and the routines 
badly framed. Opening number, 
that of an adagio ballroom mixed 
with a little acrobatics by Miss 
Claire, was the best and could build 
considerably with later spotting. 
Other pleasing bit was a solo toe 
dance, with pantomime, by Miss 
Claire. Pantomime should be cut. 
Used too frequently. 

Harris soloed with tap and ec- 
centrics. Tap number was poorly 
cued to the piano accompaniment. 

Billy Safford assists at the ivories, 











Mae QUESTELLE 
With Joe Daly 
Songs 

19 Mins.; One 
8ist St. (V-P) 


Mae Questelle is the little girl who 
won the Helen Kane impersonation 
contest conducted by R-K-O through 
three boroughs. Billed as an 
R-K-O find, her handicap is she is 
just an imitator. 

Miss Questelle is a cute brunet, 
closely resembling Miss Kane phys- 
ically as well as vocally. Whoever 
arranged the routine showed good 
judgment in permitting her to imi- 
tate Miss Kane in only two num- 
bers, one as an opener and the other 
for the encore. -For a girl of her ex- 
perience she surprised with her 
other imitations. They consisted of 
a Maurice Chevalier number, an 
original, in which she imitates a 
femme mick, wop.and yid applying 
for a job as a maid and that of a 
boy innocently saying the wrong 
things. 

Her delivery spelled personality 
from the opening number. Plenty 
of vigor and mannerisms put her 
across. 

Joe Daly assists at the ivories. 
Takes the spot once whilé Miss 
Questelle is off for a costume change. 

Did well here. 





JOYCE YATES and Co. (3) 
Songs and Dances 

11 Mins.; One 

Lincoln Sq. (V-P) 

Small time pop and comedy sing- 
ing turn, supported by the string 
instrumentation of the three boys. 
Also a bit of legmania, which means 
nothing. 

Turn wouldn’t stand much chance 
were it not that Miss Yates is @ 
looker and knows how to get the 
Ss. a. across. She appears in ultra 
abbreviated garb, even if she only 
vocals and strums the guitar. Ap- 
parently it was realized that her 
looks and shape would register. It 
did more than that. 

Three young chaps are handy 
with the strings but weak on larynx. 
A commonplace trio, plus youth, 
with only outstanding number that 
of a lyric telling how they liked 
their “wimmen.” As for Miss Joyce, 
she takes the solo spot with a few 
pops delivered in a parlor voice 
|) and makes a stab at tap work. Also 
| does a Nick Lucas, strumming her 
‘guitar and singing “Painting the 
j Clouds.” 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 15, 1930 














Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (Jan. 18) 
THIS WEEK (Jan. 11) 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 








PARIS 
Week of January 13 


Casino de Paris 
Mistinguett 


Earl Leslie 

Charles Ahearn 
Aime Simon Girard 
J W Jackson Tr 
Henri Garat 
Reyac-Lebas 


Viviane Gosset 
Marguerite Jade 
Guetts Freres 
Bigiarelli Ballets 
Mona Lee 
Rocky Twins 
Ladd & Olive 
Pizella-Dandy 
Eltzoff-Romoff 
Cirque D'Hiver 
Joe Breitbart 
Albert Carre 
Carre Fils 
Fratellini 4 
Klammek Tr 
Ajax 3 
Lopoz 3 
Little Walter & C 
Jackie Collier & Sis 
Daunton-Shaw 6 
Cirque Medrano 
Allison 16 
Poncherry 5 
Waltlasis 6 





Jane 


Cecilia Schumann 
Hundatze Tr 
Christian 4 
O Schumann Horses 
Cairoli-Porto-C-rli'te 
Folies Bergere 
Andre Randall 
Alice Meva 
Glenn Ellyn 
Georgie Craves 
Alfred Jackson 
Rudeau-Castel 
Dellys-Chrysis 
Epp Sis 
Dayelma Ballets 
Balpetre 
Yvonne Guillet 
Betty Campson 
Rennie Brandon 
Palace 
Aubert 
Pasquali 
Pierre Meyer 
Meg Lemonnier 
Jane Sorbier 
Simone Cerdan 
Charles Frank 
Allan Foster Tr 
Max Berger 
Betty Spell 
sgrunot-Palau 
Jean Irace 


Tr 


LONDON 
Week of January 13 


FINSBURY PARK 


Empire 
The Vagabond King 
LONDON 
Hippodreme 
Mr Cinders 


Victoria Palace 
D'm Th’g After A 
NEWCROSS 
Empire 

Beau Geste 
STRATFORD 
Empire 
Jack Hy!ton Bd 


PROVINCIAL 
ENGLAND 


BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 
lip Ward 
aly Morris 
Jimmie Fergusoa 
Prof Gazeka 
The Ida Tr 
Phlora 


Phil & FE 
Peel & Curtis 
Gaston 
Grand 
August 1914 
Royal 
Goldilocks & 3 B'rs 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra 
The Desert Song 
CARDIFF 
Empire 


The Co-Optimists 
EDINBURGH 
Empire 
Silver Wings 
GLASGOW 
Empire 
Nervo & Knox 
HANLEY 
Grand 
Show's the Thing 
HULL 


Palace 
ACup of Kindness 
LEEDS 


Royal 
Mother Goose 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire 
Aladdin 
MANCHESTER 
Palace 
Robinson Crusoe 


NEWCASTLE 
Empire 
Hold Everything 


NEWPORT 
Empire 
Gypsy Vagabond 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
Parisian Pleasures 
aan 


Cinderella 
PORTSMOU TH 


y 
Babes in the Wood 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire 
M Cinders 
SOUTHAMPTON 


mpire 
Five O'Clock Girl 
UTHSEA 
King’s 
First he _Frazer 
SWANSEA 





Empire 
All Fit 


pa 
For Goodness Sake 








Picture Theatres | 


4} Gaudsmith Bros 


“Christina” 
Paramount (11) 
“Str’'ts of Bombay” 
Harr Fichman 
Johnny Perkins 
Pacquila Bros 
Hasoutra 


Madelyn McKenzie 
Dave Gould Girls 
Bob West 
“Glorifying Girl’ 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (11) 
“Anniversary Revy’’ | 
Barto & Mann 
A Robins 
Stone-Vernon 4 
Yorke & Johnson 


Vivian Fay 

Fred Evans Beaut’s 
“The Kibitzer’’ 
Hippodrome (11) 
Odette Myrtil 
White & Manning 
Al Samuels & Bros 
Charn & Conroy 
Cardini 

6 Davillas 

“The Locked Door” 
CLEVELAND 


Addie Seamon 
Eddie McKenna 
Fred Evans B&G 
Ben Hur Ponies 
“Pointed Heels” 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Palace (18) 
“Snap Into It” U 





State (11) 
“They're Off" Unit 
Ted Claire 
G D Washington | « 
Forsythe & Kelly 


N. ORLEANS, LA, 
Saenger (18) 
“Pirates Melody” U 
Smith & Hadley 
Jue Fong 
Jimmy Dunn 
Farrar 
Gamby-Hale B &G 
OMAHA, NEB. 
Paramount (18) 
“Puppets Parade’’ 
Ferry Corwey 
Walter Walthers Co 
Eileen & Margery 
Blair & Thornton 
John Quinlan 
Mary Reade Girls 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (11) 
“Flashlights” Unit 
Eddie White 
Roy Sedley 
June Carr 
Smith & Hadley. 
4 ainted 
“Chinese Show B’t” 
Mr Wu 
Miss Jue Sue-Tai 
The Uyenos 
Chinese Girl Bd 
“Song of Love” 
Mastbaum (11) 
All Girl Rev”’ 
Jean Boydell 
Ettora Venna 
Stuart Barrie 
Charles Previn 
“Devil May Care” 
PITTSBURGH 
Enright (11) 
“Bag o' Tricks’ U 
Jay Mills 











JACK P 





“Jazz m a Kitchenette” 


Sailing for Europe Jan. 31st 
Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 


OWELL 














Val & E Stanton 

Patterson 2 

The Toregos 

Maxine Henry 

Ann Williams 

Serova Girlls 

DENVER, COL. 
Denver (18) 

“Coconut Grove” U 

Keller Sir & Lynch 

Christie & Nelson 

Kambaroff 

Cecil Blair 


Ferry Corway 
Edna .Covey 

Betty Veronica 
Colby & Murphy 
“Th’g Called Love” 
Penn (11) 
“Miami Nights” U 
Nat Nazarro Jr 
Burns & Kissen 


Delancey St. 
ist half (18-21) 
Bernard & Squires 

Happiness Girls 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (22-24) 

Franklyn & Royce 
Lassitter Bros 

De Vito Denny Co 
Bob Nelson Co 
Kanazawa Tr 


Fairmount 

Ist half (18-21) 
George Lyons 
Billy Glason 
Bronson & Renee 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (22-24) 
Prosper & Maret 
Thos McAuliffe 
Art Henry Co 


Frank Masters Orc 
(One to fill) 
Grand 


ist half (18-21) 
Franklyn & Royce 
Eddie Leonard Co 
Bussey & Case 
Frank Masters Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (22-24) 
Palermos Canines 
Billy Glason 

Alex Hyde Maidens 
(Two to fill) 


Lincoln Sq. 
ist half (18-21) 
De Vito Denny Co 
Jack Russell Ca 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Homer Romaine 
Rice & Shirley 
Braille & Pallo Rev 
(Two to fill) 

National 
ist half (18-21) 
Palermos Canines 
Lauren & Ila Dare 
Francis Arms Co 
Billy De Wolf Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Harry Hayden Co 
4 Pals 
Meyers Lubow & R 
(Two to fill) 


Orpheum 
ist half (18-21) 
Lassitter Bros 
Bobby Henshaw Co 
Living Jewels 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Joe Termini 
Al B White Talkies 
(Three to fill) 
State (18) 
Aurora 3 
Eddie Miller & H 
Venita Gould 
Walter C Kelly 
Carl Shaw Co 
Victoria 
ist half (18-21) 
Frank Wilson 
Kimberley & Page 
Al B White Talkies 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Joe Mandis 3 
Michel 
Lionel Mike Ames 
Bussey & Case 
Living Jewels 
BROOKLYN 
Bedford 
ist half (18-21) 





Llora Hoffman 
Horton Spurr 

De Val 4 

Chester Hale Girls 





Dave Gould Girls 


DES MOINES, IA. 
Paramount (18) 
“Creole Nights” U 
Lang & Haley 
Rolling Stones 
Anita La Pierre 
Chantal Sis 

Helen Hayes 
Dorothy Berke Co 


DETROIT 

Fox (11) 
“Drapes” Idea 
Frank Melino Coe 
Jerome Mann 
Dorothy Kelly 
Frankie Jenks 
“Hot for Paris’ 


Michigan (11) 
“Showland’”’ Unit 
Nick Lucas 
Al Morey 
Helen Kennedy 





NBW YORK CITY 
Capitel (10) 
“Gypsy Dreams’ 
Renoft & Renova 
6 White Lilies & A 
Estes Jones 
Carl Saxton 
Leon Navara 
Yasha Bunchuk 
Chester Hale Girls 
“Navy Blues’ 
Paramount (11) 
“Modes & Models’’ 
Montrose & Reyn'da 
Chester Fredericks 
Duffin & Draper 
Nita Carol 
Willard Fry 
Brengk’s Horse & B 
Fred Evans Girls 
Rudy Vallee Orch 
Jesse Crawford 
“Glorifying Girl” 
Roxy (11) 
Patricia Bowman 
Leonide Massire 
Viola Vhilo 
David Drollet 
Lillian La Tonge 
Angelita Loyo 
D & H Dixon 
Youry Yourlo 
Ikeene & Ruffin 
M Vodnoy 
Cortez & Helene 
Mavckert Roxyetivs 
“tot tor Paris” 
CHICAGO, LLL, 
Avalon (10) 
Cockie’s Bd 
Duncan's Tollies 
Wili Aubrey 
Jane & J McKenna 


Capitol (10) 
Charlie Craft's Bd 
Befaya 


King King & King 
Chicago (10) 
“Painted Melodies” 
H L Spitainy Bd 

Bob Nolan Bd 
King & King 
Irene Taylor 
Bert Gordon 
Birdie Dean 
Erwin Lewis 
Dorothy Berke Co 
“Navy Blues” 
Granada (10) 
“La Fiesta” U 
Benny Meroff Bd 
Joe Griffin 
Mexicana 8 
The Brantoms 
“Rio Rita’ 
Marbro (10) 
“Candy Cutups”’ U 
Joey Ross Bd 
Fred Ardath Co 
6 Maxelios 
Gray & White 


v. 


Lorraine Tumler 
Ballet 
“Romance Rio GQ’ 

Oriental (10) 
“The Girl Friend” 
Lou Koslofft Bd 
Harry Savoy 
Peggy Bernier 
Barbara Vernon 
“Flight” 

Paradise (10) 
“Song Shoppe Rev” 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Hal Sherman 
Carlton & Ballew 
Faust 3 
Gladys St John 
Harold Hanson 
Admund Sjovik 
Maureen & Sonny 
Dave Gould Girls 
“Sweetie” 

Rialto (10) 
Kath Sinclair Co 
Renee Austin 


tford 
2d half 16-18) 
Ted Leary 
Picchiani Tr 
Nelson & Knight 
Harry Downing 
(One to fill) 
Tivoli (10) 


Frank Masters Bd 
Bob LaSalle 

Paul Kirkland 
Tiffany 2 

Bard & Avon 

Fred Evans Ens 
“Sweetie’’ 

Uptown (10) 
“Odds & Ends’ U 
Joe Browning 
Si Browning 
Jules & J Walton 
Whitey Roberts 
Dave Gould G & B 
“Sweetie’’ 

BOSTON 
Metropolitan (11) 
“Jazz Preferred” 
Amos ‘N’ Andy 
Yvette Rugel 
Al Mitchell Bd 
“The Kibitzer’’ 

State (11) 
Lorraine & Minto 
Joe Phillips 
Jack Miller Bd 
Harry Rodgers 
“Dynamite” 

BROOKLYN 

Fox (11) 
“Sweet Cookies” 
Rube Wolf 
Jones & Hull 
Eva Mandell 
Sully & Thomas 
Caprice Sis 
Sunkist Beauties 





“Jazz Clock Store” 


Sn. analliien siemmedinentiads 


Florie Weston Co 
“Lilies of the F’ld" 


HOUSTON, TEX. 
Metropolitan (18) 
“Garden of Love” 
Bayes & Speck 
Renoff & Renova 
Miriam Lax 

Earl Scholl 
Felicia Sorel Co 
Dorothy Berke Co 


LOS ANGELES 
Boulevard (16) 
Dave Good 
“Had to See Paris” 
Egyptian (16) 
“Overtures’’ Idea 
Edison & Gregory 
Harry Rapee 
Toots Novello 
Huff & Dahl 
“The Mighty” 
Loew's State (16) 
“Peasant’’ Idea 
Georgie Stoll 
General Ed Lavine 
Biehl Sis 
June Worth 
Bert Prival 
Belcher Dancers 
“South Sea Rose” 
Paramount (16) 
Milton Charles 
“Sev'n Days Leave” 
United Artists 
(Indef) 
Oliver Wallace 
“Taming Shrew’”’ 
MINNEAP., MINN. 
Minnesota (18) 
"Song Shoppe Rey” 
Hal Sherman 
Cariton & 
Faust 
Gladys St John 
Harold Hanson 
Admund Sjovik 
Maureen & Sonny 
Dave Gould Girls 
NEW ARK 
Branford (11) 
“White Caps" Unit 
Charlie Me!son 
Harold Rieder 
“Glorifying Girl’ 


Ballew 


Dick Liebert 
Elias Bresskin 
“Dynamite”’ 
Stanley (11) 
“Match Box Rev” 
Dick Powell 
Giersdorf Sis 
Bayes & Sveck 
Moriarity & Burns 
Al Gordon Co 
Foster Girls 
“M'r’ge Player’nd”’ 
PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s (11) 
Georgia Crackers 
Georgia St’nley & G 
Cosmopolitan Ens 
Lydia Barry 
Barrett & Cuneen 
Geo & Lily Gardner 
“Harm'y at Home’’ 
8S. ANTONIO, TEX. 
Texas (1 8) 
“Farmyard Frolics” 
Senator Murphy 
Frank Hamilton 
Zastro & White 
Bernice Marshall 
Sunny Schenck 
H S Wisner 
Dave Gould Girls 
WASH’GTON, D. C. 
Fox (18) 
“Up in the Air” U 
F & M Idea 
Alexander Callam 
Paul Gordon 
Neil Castagnoli 
Joan Knox 
Laddie LaMont 
Sunkist Girls 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Leon Brusiloft 
“Song i Kentucky” 
11) 


“Jazz Buccaneers” 
F & M Idea 
Alexander Callam 
Emilie & Romaine 
La Petit Marie 
Charles Brugge 
Helen Warner 
Eddie Rey 
Sunkist Girls 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Leon Brusiloff 
“Christina” 
Palace (18) 
“La Parfum” U 
Loew Unit 
Wesley Eddy 
“Their rey Desire” 
11) 


Homer Romaine 
Robbins & Jewett 
Alex Hyde Maidens 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (22-24) 
3 Melvin Bros 
Bernard & Townes 
Bobby Henshaw Co 
Ray & Rose Lyte 
(One to fill) 

Gates Ave. 

ist half (18-21) 
Ruloff & Elton Co 
Keith Wilbur 
Wally Sharples Co 
Gallarini & Sis 
(One to fill) 

2a half (22-24) 
Hungaria Tr 
George Lyons 
McManus & Hickey 
Lights & Shadows 
(One to fill) 4 


ay 
(Three to fill) 
ws 46th St. 
ist half (18-21) 
Joe Mandis 3 
Si Wills 
Ray & Rose Lyte 
ee s Olsen 
(One to 
24a noite” G2. 24) 
Dora Early Co 
Eddie Leonard Co 
Fisher & Hurst 


(Two to fill) 
Metropolitan (18) 
Stickney’s Circus 
Fullmer & Wayne 
Billy Farrell Co 
Georgie Price 
Duke Ellington Orc 


ent 
ist half (18-21) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Joe Termini 
Lights & Shadows 


22-24) 


Devil's Circus 

Joe Laurie Jr 

(Two to fill) 
Pitkin (18) 

Tou Holtz 

Dolores Eddy & D 

Pearl Twins 

(Two to fill) 

Premi 


er 

ist half (18-21) 
Kanazawa Tr 
Bob Nelson Co 
Grace Smith Co 





AKRON 
Loew's (18) 
Les Jardys 
Romaine & Castle 
Jack Janis Co 
Caits Bros 
Carl Freed Orch 
ATLANTA 


Archie 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Jane & Kath Lee 
Toney & Norman 
Ann Pritchard Boys 
BAY RIDGE 
Loow’s 
Ist half (18-21) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Zelda Santley Co 
Fisher & Hurst 
Braille-Pallo Rev 
(One to fill) 
2a half (22-24 
Frank Wilson 
Wally Sharpies Co 
Robbins & Jewett 
Billy De Wolf Co 
(One to fill) 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (18) 
3 Silvers 
Mario & Lazarin 
Harry Kahne 
Francis & Wally 
Snow Columbus & I 
CANTON 
Loew's (18) 
Sheldon Heft & L 
Reynolds & White 
Raym'nd & Caveriy 
Trixie Friganza 
6 Lucky Boys 
CORONA, L. L. 
Plaza 
Ist half (18-21) 
5 Juggling Nelsons 
Dora Early Co 
Harry Hayden Co 
McManus & Hickey 
Joe Rea Night H’ks 
2d half (22-24) 
Olvera Bros 
Clark & Smith 
Sally Irene & 
Gallarini & Sis 
(One to fill) 
EVANSVILLE 
Loew's (18) 
The DuPonts 
2 Rah Rah Girls 
Will J Kennedy Co 
Joe Darcey 
Signor Friscoe Orch 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
State (18) 
Dave Harris Co 
(Others to fill) 
JAMAICA, L. I. 
Valencia (18) 
Runaway 4 
Teddy Joyce 


Mary 


Dixie 4 


Ted Lewis Orch 
(One to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Aileen & Marjorie 
Ewing Eaton 
Faber Lehr Co 
Corinne Tilton 
Chinese Whoopee , 
2d half (15-17) 
Hill Billies 
Jean Carr 
Chas Ruggles Co 
Lillian Morton 
Hatt & Herman 
8ist Street 
Ist half (18-21) 
Will Higgie Co 
Roy Rogers 
Lita Gray Chaplin 
Manny King Co 
Joe Jackson 


Za half (22-24) 
8 Rangers 
Ruth Gordon Co 


Barry & Whitledge 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (15-17) 
Mangean Tr 
Lou Cameron 
Lulu McConnell 
Ruth Roye 
Paula Paquita & C 
86th Street 
Ist half (18-21) 
2 Melfords 
Saranoff & O’R'rke 
Esther Raiston Co 
Hurst & Vogt 
Lockett & Page 
2a half (22-24) 
Harrim’n Swan & L 
Harrison & Dakin 
Trene Bordoni 
Luster Bros 
(One to fill) 
2d half (15-17) 
Wm Groh 
Joe Jackson 
Nan Halperin 
Faber Lehr Co 
Herb Williams Co 
58th Street 
Ist half (18-21) 
Heras & Wallace 
Orville Stamm 
Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 
(One to fill) 





2d half (22-24) 
& Danubes 
Cora Green 


Patricola 
Kitchen Pirate 
Bert Walton Co 
Jean Rankin Bells 
Street 
Ist half (18-21) 
3 Rhythm Boys 
Roslyn & Green 
Russell & Caffery 
(Two.to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Bert & H Skatell 
Corday & Anager 
Marie Decomba 
Kay & Barr 
Local Girls 
2d half (15-17) 
Local Girls 
Dancing McDonalds 
Emma Karl Harvey 
Ada Ayres 
Evans & Adams 
Palace (18) 
Chas Benn’gton Bd 
Willie West & McG 
Brennan & Rogers 
Clayton J’kson & D 
Odette Myrtie 
( 11) 
Enoz Frazere 
Foster Fagin & Cox 
Chinese Whoopee 
Shipman & Fleeson 
Ken Murray 


Jerry Coe & Bros 
Corinne Tilton 


Clayton J’'kson & D 
Riverside 
ist half (18-21) 


Joe Mendi 


Jean Carr 
Billy House Co 
Bobby May 
Szita Anis Co 

2a half (22-24) 
Ruth Ford 
Lina Basquette Co 
Herbert Faye 
Senorita Alcanez 
(One to fill) 

2a half (15-17) 
Chevalier Bros 
Courtney Sis 
Toto 
Harry Howard Co 
Wm Seabury Co 


Royal 
Ist half (18-21) 
4 Phillips 
3 Jests 
Saxton & Farrell 
Stan Stanley Co 


Glenn & ere " ° 
2a half (22-2 











(Three to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (18) 
Fortunello & 
Carl Emmy’s Pets 

Aileen Clark 
Ivan Triesault 
Pavia 
Gus Alexander 
KANSAS CITY 
Loew's (18) 
4 Ussems 
Ross Wyse Jr Ca 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Emil Boreo 
Watson Sis 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
State (18) 
Dresden China Unit 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (18) 
Milton Berle Unit 
ARK 
State (18) 
Alf Loyal’s Dogs 
Fielder Harriet Co 
Coscia & Verdi 
Gracella-Theodore 
(One to fill) 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (18) 
Ed & Jen Rooney 
Dixie Hamilton 
Smith & Hart 
Les Gelles 
Benny Barton Co 
NORFOLK, VA. 
State (18) 


Jerome & Evelyn 
Jack North 

Geo D’Ormonde Co 
Demarest & Deland 
Hughie Clark Co 
RICHMOND 


Loew's (18) : 
Ed & Lee Travers’ 
Billy Beard 


Jack Sidney Co 
(Two to fill) 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (18) 
Grace & M Eline 
All Girl Show 
(Three to fill) 
SYRA CUSE 
Loew's (18) 
Sim Moore & Pal 
Jack Norworth Co 
Harry Delf 
Roye & Maye Co 
(One to fill) 
TORONTO 
Loew's (18) 
Angel Bros 
Chas & Lil Girard 
Hooper & Gatchett 
Frank Conville 
Big Parade Person 
WOODHAV’'N, L. I 
Willard 
ist half (18-21) 
Hungaria Tr 
Bernard & Townes 
Devil's Circus 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Zelda Santley Co 
Mayo & Lynn 
Happiness Girls 
(One to fill) 
YONKERS, N. Y. 








(Two to fill) 


onkers 
ist half (18-21) 
The Briants 


C'lino | 


PAUL and NINO 


GHEZZI 


Open on 
PUBLIX TOUR 
Sept. 4, 1930 


Dir.—LEDDY & SMITH 

















Billy House Co 
Bobby May 
Szita & Anis 
2a half (15-17) 
Happy Harrison Co 
Millard & Marlin 
Estelle Taylor Co 
Don Galvin 
Elizabeth Morgan 
Fordham 

ist half (18-21) 
4 Jacks & a Girlie 
Danny Small 
Estelle Taylor Co 
Paula Paquita & C 
(One to fill) 

2d half (22-24) 
Dixie 4 
Wilson & Dobson 
Ted Lewis Orch 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (15-17) 
3 Melfords 
Cora Green 
Harry J Conley Co 
Jed Dooley_Co 
Johnny Famine Rev 


1st half (18-21) 
Murand & Girton 
Cora Green 
Dave Fergurson Co 
Bage Egan Redh’ds 
Herbert Faye 
Luster Bros 

2a halt (22- 24) 
Jean Carr Co 
Marie DeComba 
Douglas Wright Co 
Rogers & Donnelly 
Manny King Co 
Glenn & Jenkins 

2a half (15-17) 
Ewing Eaton 
Anderson & Burt 
Saranoft & O'R'rke 
Rich & Hart 
Larry Rtth Friends 


am 

ist half (18-21) 
Harris & Claire 
Primrose Semon 
Ruth Gordon Co 
Harry Howard Co 
8 Rangers 

2d half (22-24) 
Roy Rogers 
Fiske O'Hara Co 
Burns & Allen 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (15-17) 
3 Allisons 
Wilson & Irene 
Wilson & Dobson 
Bobby Folsom 
Tiny Town Rev 
Hippodrome (18) 
Gold & Ray 
Odiva & Seals 
Hyde & Burrell 
The Hill Billies 
(One to fill) 


(11) 
Rhapsody in Silk 








Cuby & Smith 








~ TUESDAYS 


HOTEL 
MANHATTAN 


159 West Veen Bo 
NEW 


JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 





TAILOR, 908 Walnut St., Phila. 





“Eton Days” U 
Loew Unit 

Dave Schooler 
John Maxwell 
Marguerite & Gill 
Castleton & Mack 
Chester Hale Girls 
“New York Nights” 











Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 

ist half (18-21) 
Bob & L Gillette 
Fynan & Doris 
Art Henry Co 
Meyers Lubow & R 
(One to fill) 

2d half (22-24) 





Karoli Bros 
Keith Wilbur 
Bernard & Squires 
Frances Arms Co 
Bronson & Renee 
Capitel (18) 
Caligari Bros 
Serge Flash 
(Three to fill) 





* ee ew 


2a half (22-24 
Etta Reed 
Rogers & Wynne 
Sol Gould Co 
Carr Bros & Betty 
(One to fill) 


Gordon & Walker 
Tracey & Hay Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (22-24) 
Fan Fancies 
(Others to fill) 








Keith's 








ist half (18-21) 
Lydia Diaz 
Buddy Doyle & H 


Senorita Alicanez 
2d half (22-24) 

Heras & Wallace 

Orville Stamm 





NEW YORK CITY 
Chester 


Jack & K Spangler 
Bow'rs & D'lamotte 


| SE IEE Rte a Sn 


Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 
(One to fill) 

2a half (15-17) 
Lane Osborne & C 
Paul 6ydell & S 
Chas B'nningt’'n Ba 
Hall & Pillard 
Sylvia Clark 


Coliseum 
Ist half (13-21) 





> 
rE Ow Me 


Elizabeth Brice Co 
Ruiz & Bonita Co 
Buck & Bubbles 
Willie West & McG 
Jefferson 

Ist half (18-21) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Lou Cameron Co 
Chas S Timblin Co 
May Questrella 
Bob Carter & Girls 
Raynor Lehr Co 
6 Orleys 

2d half (22-24 
Stolen Steps 
3 Jests 
Toby Wilson Co 
Ford & Watson 
Nan Halperin 
Jack Wilson Co 
Kikuta Japs 

2d half (15-17) 
Gi'ria Lee & R Bros 
Martinett & Crow 
' Kerr & Weston Co 





ae en et 


Rhapsody in Silk 
Danny Small Co 
Smythe & Elsler 
Joe Jackson 
Barry & Whitledge 
Dance Parade 
2d haif (15-17) 
Thelma Deonzo Co 
King & McIntyre 
Geo Wong Co 
Anger & Corday 
Bob Albright Co 
Dane & Alvin Sis 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (18) 
Kitchen Pirates 
Corbett & O’Brien 
(Three to fill) 
11) 
3 Small Bros 
Billy House Co 
Bobby May 
Lucille 
(One to fil!) 
Bashwick 
ist half (18-21) 
Chevalier Bros 
Jas Coughlan Co 
Dave Manly 
Tom Kuma Co 
(One to fill) 
2a half (22-24) 
Francoise Densm’re 
Don Cummings 
Saxton & Farrell 
Weston & Lyons 
3 Arts Rev 
2a half (15-17) 
3 Belmonts 
Monty & Carmo 
True to the Navy 
Jean LaCrosse 
Tom Howard 
Musicana 
Kenmore (18) 
Red Donahue Pals 
Millard & Marlin 
Bobby Folsom 
Herb Williams 
(One to fill) 
(11) 
3% Arleys 
Dixie 4 
Burns & Allen 
Ted Lewis Orch 
(One to fill) 
Madison 
Ist half (18-21) 
Harrim’n Swan & IL 
Harrison & Dakin 
Irene Bordoni 
Robles & Hamilton 
(One to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Mangean Tr 
Myra Lanford 
Geo K Arthur Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (15-17) 
Romas Tr 
May Questelle 
Any Family 
Corbett & O’Brien 
Off to Buffalo 
Prospect 
Ist half (18-21) 
Mazetti Lewis Cc 
Gerard & Marko 
Datson 
Eddie Carr Co 
One to fil) 
2d half (22-24) 
Tom Kuma 
Etta Reed Co 
Jas Coghlan Co 
Bert Walton 
Musicana 
2d .half (15-17) 
Foley & Latour 
Fiske O'Hara Co 
Stan Stanley 
Serova Kev 
Herr Hoffman Co 
LRON 


~ 


Palace (18) 
Golf Fiends 
(Others to fill) 

(11) 
Harum Scarum 
Loma Worth 
Marty May 
12 O'Clock Rev 
(One to fill» 
ALBANY 
Prector’s (18) 
Frank Viola Coe 
Tabor & Green 
Johnny Downs 
Gene Rankin Bellis 





(One to fill) 


411) 
Geo Herman 
Gene & M Moore 
Roger Imhoff 
Ruddell & Donegan 
Co-Eds_. 


BOSTON 
Keith-Albee (18) 
Armstrong Bros 
Luiu McConnell Co 
Rich & Hart 
Larry Rich & Gang 
(One to fill) 
qi 


1) 
Eno Tr 
May Wynn & Sonny 
Douglas Wright Co 
Wilton & Weber 
Robert R Ripley 
BUFFALO 


Hippodrome (18) 
Lane Osborne & C 
Sydell & Spotty 
Roger Imhoff Co 
Al Trahan 
(One to 


6 Davillos 

Cardini 

Odette Myrtil 

Chain & Conroy 

White & Manning 
CALGARY 
Grand (18) 

4 Cirillo Boys 

Monica & A Skelly 

Scott Sanders 

Pepito 

(One to fill) 


LOS ANGELES 
t (18) 
La Salle & Hack 
Blood & Thunder 
Florrie La Vere 
Chamb'l'n & Himes 
6 Brown Bros 
(il) 
Kelso Bros 
(Others to fill) 
M’KEESP: 


(Others A fill) 


(11) 
Ted Schwab Co 
Easton & Howells 
(Three to fill) 
MONTREAL 
Imperial (18) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Dainty Marie 
Frank Gaby 
Pilcer & Douglas 
(One to All) 

(11) 
Norman Thomas 6 
Maidie & Ray 
Jr Durkin 
Besser & Balfour 
(One to fill) 

MT. a 
Keith 
Ist half (18- 21) 
Revel Bros & Red 
George Beatty 
Toto 





Rogers & Donnelly 
(One to fill) 











A 8. Leach & Co. In 


HOWARD SLOAT 


BONDS FOR INVESTMENT 


7 Witham St. N.Y 








(11) 
Rexola Bros 
Snoozer Jr 
Lee Twins 
Jack Pepper 
Medley & Dupree 
CHICAGO 
Palace (18) 
6 Davillos 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Natacha Nattova 
Bob Hope Co 


Webb Entertainers 
Harry Holmes Co 
Van & Schenck 
Dakotas 

(11) 
Lime 3 
Brady & Wells 


4 Diamonds 
Harris & Radcliffe 
Ben Bernie Bd 
Blossom Seeley 
Jimmy Savo 
State Lake (18) 
Helena Justa & C 
Evans & Mayer 
Henry Santrey Bd 
(Two to fill) 
(11) 
Songs & Steps 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Vox & Walters 
Roy Cummings 
Marveltone 
OINCINNATI 
Albee (18) 
6 Jansleys 
O'Neill & Manners 
Nancy Gibbs Co 
Roy Cummings 
Butler & Santos Co 
(11) 


Co 


Mijares 
Boyd Senter 
Danny Duncan Co 


Bob Hope 
Ledova 

ILEV ELAND 
105th Street (18) 


Mr & Mrs Petching 
Miller & Wilson 
Danny Duncan Co 
Clara Howard 
Frabe!ll Frolics 
(11) 

Don Cummings 
Harmony Girls 
Maryland Colleg’ns 
Jerome & Grey 
Russian Art Circus 

Palace (18) 
Florence Richards’n 
Harris & Radcliffe 
Blossom Seeley Co 
Jimmy Savo 
Mijares 


( 
Sandy Lang Co 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Jack Osterman 
Siamese Twins 
DENVER 
Orpheum (18) 
Carrie & Eddy 
Brems F & M Bros 
Mildred Hunt 
Flo Lewis 
Sawyer > staal 


Marinelli Girls 
Goss & Barrows 
Pollack & Dunn 
Harry Holmes 
Alphonse Berg 
FLUSHING 
Keith's 
ist half (18-21) 
Aileen & Marjorie 
Ewing Eaton 
Corinne Tilton 
Chinese Whoopee 
(One to fill) 
2a half (22-24) 





2a half (22-24) 
Cunningham & C Co 
Chevalier Bros 
Tom Howard Co 
Bob Albright Co 
On Wah Tr 

2a half (15-17) 
4 Phillips 
The Rangers 
Chas S Timblin Co 
Kane & Ellis 
The Dance Parade 

NEWARK 
Palace (18) 
Enos Frazere 
Jerry Coe & Bros 
Chas Ruggles Co 
Maxine Lewis 
Harry Carroll Co 
(11) 
The Del Ortos 
Fred Leightner Co 
Esther Ralston 
Pat Henning Co 
Crystal 3 
NEW ROCHELLE 
Keith’s - 

ist half (18-21) 
Micahua 
Harrington Sis 
Tom Howard Co 
Barry & Whitledge 
Cunningham &C Co 

2d half (22-24) 


Revel Bros & Red 
Nancy Decker 
Toto 


Kane & Ellis 
Jack & K Spangier 
2d half (15-17) 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Ashley Paige 
Billy Main Co 
Williams & Delaney 
4 Jacks & Girlie 
NORTH ADAMS 
Keith’s 
2d half (22-24) 
James Pierrot 
Silver Flashes 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (15-17) 
Francie & Frances 
Ross & Costello 
Ella Bradna Co 
DeCoster & Gridley 
Carney & Frazer 
ae ca 
Orp eum 
Tillis & La Rue 
Curley Burns Co 
Fritz & J’n Hubert 
Eddie Pardo 
Beehee & Rubyatte 


LaSalle & Mack 
Blood & Thunder 
Florrie LaVere 
Chamb’!’n & Himes 
Brown Bros 


0 HA 
Orpheum (18) 
Marinelli Girls 
Goss & Barrows 
Pollack & Dunn 
Ward & Van 
Alphonse Berg 
(11) 


Doin’ Things 

J C Fiippen 

(Three to fill) 
OTTA 


A 
Keith’s (18) 
Maidie & Ray 
3 Blossoms 
Nathal 
Besser & Balfour 
Norman Thomas 6 
(11) 
Margie Hallick Co 
4 Pals 
Dalton & Craig 
Swartz & Clifford 
Liazeed Arabs 











OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1566 BROADWAY 
This Week: Mrs. Harry Romm, Mrs. Wayne Christy 














Murand & Girton 
Murray & Alan 
Esther Ralston Co 
Harry Howard Co 
Lockett & Page 

2d half (15-17) 
Harrim’n Swan & L 
Harrison & Dakin 
Irene Bordoni 
Herbert Faye Co 
Luster Bros 

JERSEY CITY 

State 

Ist half (18-21) 
Monde & Carmo 
Jean La Crosse 
Lovejoy Dancers 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (22-24) 
Dotson 
DeLong & Renard 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (15-17) 
Eddie Minetti Co 
Carl Francis Co 
Cardiff & Wales 
Wells & 4 Fays 
Inez & Kivette 

KANSAS CITY 

Mainstreet (138) 
Doin’ Things 
(Others to fill) 

(il) 


Helena Justa & C 
Irene Rich Co 
Freda & Palace 





Petleys 
(One to fill) 


2 nd ere os Qe = 


PATERSON. N. J. 
ith’s 
1st matt (18-21) 
Myra Langford 
Dan Coleman 
Chabot & Tortont 
Gitz Rice 
(One to fill 
2d half 15 -17) 
Robin & Hood 
Wally & Zeller 
Mason & Keeler 
Eddie Hill 
G & P Magley 
PITTSBURG 
Harris (18) 
5 Lelands 
Morton & Arbuckle 
(Three to fill) 
PORTLAND 
RKO Pantages (18) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Fulton & Parker 
Olsen & Johnsor 
(Two to fill) 
qil) 


Hal Neiman 
Fred Sylvester 
Ray & Harrison 
Dance Fables 
Ruby Norton 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith-Albee (18) 
Eno TY 
Lane & Lee 
Tiny Town Rev 
Wilton & Weber 
Tom McAuliffe 





411) 











tt at, 








Carrie 
Brems 
Mildre 


Morris 
De Mi 
(One - 
SAN 
Golde 
Odds 
(Othe! 


Tillis 
Curly 
F & 

Eddie 





Beehe 
SCH 


ist 
Tom ¢ 
Co-Ed 
Sid Li 
Kikut 
cOne 

2d } 
Margi 
Chase 
Wm | 
Cadet' 





“Spee 


Clift | 








2 





at 














Wednesday, January 15, 1930 


nbs all, eee 


en Seen EON 





VARIETY 


57 








Vic Honey 2 
Roy Rogers 

Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 
(One to fill) 


ROCHESTER 
Palace (18) 
Lamont 4 
Charm 4 
Rice & Werner 
Fred Lightner Co 
Seanee 


11) 
Cadet 6 
Ruth Ford 
Natacha Nattova 
Al Trahan Co 
Lester Irving 3 
SALT LAKE CITY 
RKO Pantages (18) 
Schepp’s Circus 
Jack Major 
Leavitt & L’kwood 
(Two to fill) 
(11) 

Carrie & Eddy 
Brems F & M Bros 
Mildred Hunt 
Flo Lewis 
Sawyer & Eddy 

SAN DIEGO 

Keith’s (18) 
23 Daveys 
Yates & Lawley 
Morris & Campbell 
De Marcos 
(One to fill) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (18) 
Odds & Ends 
(Others an fill) 


1) 
Tillis & La Rue 
Curly Burns Co 
¥F & J Hubert 
Eddie Pardo 





Cardini 
Viola Dana Co 
Chain & Conroy 
White & Manning 
(11) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Glad Moffatt , 
O’Donnell & Biair 
Frank Gaby 
Pileer & Douglas 
Capitol 
ist half (18-21) 
3 Blue Steppers 
Jack Conway Co 
Bob Albright Co 
Samarofft & Sonia 
(One to fill) 
2a half (22-24) 
4 Phillips 
Chas Messinger Co 
Billy Batchelor Co 
Raynor Lehr Co 
(One to fill) 
2a half (16-17) 
Danny Small Co 
Toby Wilson Co 
Ernest Hiatt 
(Two to fill) 
TROY 
Proctor’s 
Ist half (18-21) 
Wm Bbs 
Chase & Latour 
Rudel & Donegan 
Cadette 6 
(One to fill) 
2a half (22-24) 
Tom & Dolly Ward 
Co-Eds 
Sid Lewis 
Liazeed Arabs 
(One to 
2d half (156-17) 
James Pierrot Co 
Melino & Davis 











ESTES 


JONES 


Appearing at the 


CAPITOL, 


(This Week 


New York 
Jan. 10) 


Direction SAM BAERWITZ 














Beehee & Rubyatte 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s 
ist half (18-21) 
Tom & Dolly Ward 

Co-Eds 
Sid Lewis 
Kikuta Japs 
(One to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Margie Hallick Co 
Chase & Latour 
Wm Ebs 
Cadette 6 
(One to fill) 
2a half (15-17) 
Murand & Girton 
Ray & Nord 
Mercedes 
Morgan & Sheldon 
Rhythm & Taps 
SEATTLE 
Orpheum (18) 
Paviey Oukrainsky 
Nash & Fately 
Wm & Joe Mandell 
Owen McGiveney 
The Wager 
q11) 
The Digitanos 
Derickson & Brown 
Powers & Jarrett 
Stuart & Lash 
Cavaliers 
SPOKANE 
Orpheum (18) 
Lee 2 
Medley & Duprey 
Snoozer Jr 
Jack Pepper 
(One to fill) 
(11) 
Healy & Cross 
Block & Sully 
Ken Christy 
Alexander Sis 
Howard's Ponies 
ST. UIs 
Keith’s (18) 
Petleys 
Brady & Wells 
Irene Rich Co 
Freda & Palace 
Songs & Steps 
(11) 


Dakotas 
Lubin Larry & A 
Clifford & Marion 
Henry Santrey Bd 
(One to fill) 
ST. PAUL 

Orpheum (18) 
The Great Rolle 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Vox & Walters 
4 Diamonds 
(One to fill) 

11 


(11) 
Pickard & Seal 
Howard & Newton 
Teck Murdock Co 
(Two to fill) 

SYRACUSE 

Keith’s [18) 
Ma Collegians 
Ryan & Noblette 
T’mpest & S’nshine 
Jim McWilliams 


Dan Coleman Co 
Johnny Downs 
Kikuta Japs 
UNION HILL 
Capitol 
ist half (18-21) 
Jack Clifford Co 


Wright Douglas 
3 Arts Rev 
(Two to fill) 

2a haif (22-24) 
Monde & Carmo 
Lovejoy Dancers 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (15-17) 
Monge Tr 


Taylor & Bobbe 
Grace Niles Co 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Pirate Queen 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (18) 
Alexander Girls 
Ken Christy Co 
Healy & Cross 
Block & Sully 
Howard's Ponies 


1) 
Wm & Joe Mandell 
Owen McGiveney 
The Wager 
Palvey Oukrainsky 
Nash & Fately 
WHITE PLAINS 
Keith’s 
ist half (18-21) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
Nawahi & Capers 
Bert Walton Co 
Burns & Allen 
Peter Higgins 
2a half (22-24) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
Ernest Hiatt 
Hatt & Herman 
Patricola 
Peter Higgins 
2a half (15-17) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
Charm 4 
Pickard & Pal 
Raynor Lehr Co 
Peter Higgins 
WINNIPEG 
Capitol 18) 
6 American Belf'’ds 
Howard & Newton 
Teck Murdock Co 
Bill Robinson 
(One to fill) 
(11) 
4 Cirillo Boys 
M & A Skelly 
Scott Saunders 
Pepito 
(One to fill) 
YONKERS 
Keith’s 
ist haif (18-21) 
The Dance Parade 
Ernest Hiatt 
Toby Wilson Co 
Kane & Ellis 
3 Londons 
2d half (22-24) 
Micahua 





Rudell & Donegan 











FISHER and GILMORE 


African Theatres, Ltd. 
Johannesburg, South Africa 








Rhythm 2 Taps 


Lovejoy Dancers 
Clara Howard 
Viola Dana Co 
Kramer & Boyle 
(One to fill) 


TACOMA 
RKO Pantages (18) 
The Digitanos 
Powers & Jarrett 
Derickson & Brown 
Stuart & Lash 
Cavaliers - 

(11) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Fulton & Parker 
Olsen & Johnson 
(Two to fill) 

TORONT 

Hippodrome (18) 
Margie Clifton Co 





Crockett’s M’t'rs 
Rae Samuels 
Joe Young Co 
2a half €15-17? 
Gold & Ray 
Joe Mendi 
Raymond Bond Co 
Barry & Whitledge 
W Higgie & Girls 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith’s (18) 
Harum Scarum 
Le Paul 
Jack Usher 
Marty May & 12 
o’'Clock Rev 
(11) 
3 Black Aces 
ONeill & Manners 
Flo Richardson 
Evans & Mayer 





Francois Densmore 





Fanchon and Marco 





ATLANTA 

Fox (17) 
“Speed” Idea 
Black Cat Four 
Cal Norris Greyh'ds 
Parker & Mack 
Heien Burke 


BRIDGEPORT 
Palace (17) 
“Gardens” Idea 
Slate Bros 
Maffa & Mae 
Vina Zolle 
Cliff Nazzaro 





BROOKLYN 
Fox (17) 
‘Wat'melon Blues” 
Mammy & Picks 
Louise & Mitchell 
Ted Ledford 
Southern Steppers 
BUFFALO 
Lafayette (17) 
“Drapes” Idea 
Frank Melino Co 
Jerome Mann 
Dorothy Kelly 
DENVER 
Tabor Grand (21) 
“Baby Songs’ Idea 


Penn Pennington 
Miller & Marx 
Rose Valyda 
Pearl Hoff 


Joe & J McKenna 

Will Cowan 

E Flat 4 

Helen Aubrey 

Mabel & Marcia 

Mitzi Mayfair 

Wallen & Barnes 

Dave Hacker 
FRESNO 


Wilson 
ist half (16-18) 
“Desert” Idea 
Ed & Morton Beck 
Muriel! Stryker 
Cropley & Violet 
Manuel Lopez 
Carla Torney Girls 
GREAT FALLS 
Grand (21) 
‘In Green’ 
Moran & Weston 
Franklin Record 
Way Watts & A 
Doris Nierly 
HARTFORD 
Capitol (17) 
“Scr’nl’ad Melodies’’ 
Karavaeff 
Lamberti 
David Reece 
Sherry Louise 
Franklin & Warner 
Jack & B Welling 
Lucille Iverson 
Everts & Lowry 
LONG BEACH 
West Coast (19) 
“Ivory” Idea 
4 High Hatters 
Hy Meyer 
Goetz & Duffy 
Betty Lou Webb 
Levins & Ricard 
108 ANGELES 
Egyptian (16) 
“Overtures” Idea 
Edison & Gregory 
Toots Novelle 
Harry Rapee 
Huff & Huff 
Helen Hille 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (17) 
“Accordion” Idea. 
Burt & Lehman 
Theo & Katya 
Nat Spector 
Mary Price 
Arnold Hartman 
NEW HAVEN 
Palace (17) 
“Jazz Cinderella” 
Mae Usher 
Roy Rogers 
Pauline Alpert 
James Gaylord 
Albert Hugo 
Adair & Stewart 
Billy Randal) 
NIAGARA FALIS 
Strand 
ist half (17-19) 
“Columns” Idea 
Rome & Gaut 
Niles Marsh 
Billy Rolls 


Lyda Roberti 
Ed Cheney 
Rita Lane 


SACRAMENTO 
Senator (17) 
“Uniforms” 
Armand & Perez 
Ruth Hamilton 
Joy Bros 
S Shore & H Moore 


“Carnival Russe” 
Countess Sonia 
Alex Sherer Bekefi 
Russian Sunrise 3 
Sam Linfield Co 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox (16) 
‘Manila Bound” 
H & F Seamon 
Romero Family 
Stella Royal 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (17) 
“Intéfnat’nal’ Idea 
Markell & Faun 
Fredrico Flores 
Mignon Laird 
Billy Carr 
Osaka Boys 
SAN JOSE 
California 
2a half (19-22) 
“Desert” Idea 
Ed & Morton Beck 
Muriel Stryker 
Cropley & Violet 
Manuel Lopez 
Carla Torney Girls 


SEATT 
Fifth Ave. (16) 
“Black & Gold’’ 
4 Kemmys 
Arnold Grazer 
Maxine Hamilton 
Lee Wilmot 
SPRINGFIELD 

Palace (17) 
“Hollywood Girls” 
8 Gobs 
Chas Rozelle 
Lorris & Fermine 
Miles & Perlee 
John Vale 

ST. LOUIS 

Fox (17) 
“Far East’’ Idea 
Frank Stever 
Helen Pachaud 
M Sanami Co 


Ruth Kadamatsu 
Joan Hardcastle 
TULSA 
Orpheum (17) 
“Thru the Gates” 
Lewis & Ames 
Benny & Western 
Marvel 
Cushing & Hutton 
Ted & Frances 
Frank Masters 
UTICA 
Gayety 
2d half (19-21) 
“Columns” Idea 
Rome & Gaut 
Niles Marsh 
Billy Rolls 





Maxine Evelyn 
Dorothy Henley 








EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 





EN ROCK 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., 


N. Y¥. City 





a ‘ine Evelyn 
«= -sthy Henley 
OAKLAND 
Fox (17) 
“Hot Dominoes” 
Lés Klicks 
Dexter Webb & D 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (17) 
“Sweet Cookies” 
Eva Mandel 
Jones & Hull 
Roy Loomis 
Bobbe Thompson 
PORTLAND 
Broadway (16) 
“Let’s Pretend” 
Tillyou & Rogers 


VANCOUVER 
Strand (20) 
‘Jazz Temple” 
Wally Jackson 
sora Schiller 
Gus Elmore 
Sylvia Doree 
Temple Beauties 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (17) 
“Up in the Air” 
Walter Nilsson 
Neil Castagnell 
Joan Knox 





) 
“Feminine Follies” 


2 Jacks & 2 Queens 





Interstate 








(One to fill 

LONDON, CAN. 

Leew’s 

its half (20-22) 
O’Connor Family 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Lohse & Sterling 
Georgie Hunter 
Paul Yocan Danc’rs 

MADISON, WIS. 


Orpheum 

Ist half (19-21) 
Marcus Show No i 

2d half (22-25) 
Tex McLeod 
Spirit of Minstrelsy 
(One to fill) 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 

Orpheum (18) 
Sally 
(Others to fill) 
MILW’KEE, WIS. 

Riverside (18) 
Mildred Andre Co 
Pickard & Seal 
Pat Daly Co 
Harry Hines 
Manning & Class 
MIN’P’LIS, MINN. 

ith Street 

Jack Birchley 
Corey & Mann 
Wylie & Young 
Palm Beach Girls 
N’SHVILLE, T’NN. 

Princess (18) 
lsie Greenwell Co 
Senna & Dean 
Lonesome Club 
LeGrohs 
(One to fill) 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 


Palace 
Ist half (19-21) 
The Meyakos 
Tex McLeod 
Internat’l Rhythm 





Geo Broadhurst Co 
(Ome to fill) 

34 half (22-25) 
Dillon & Parker 
Ben Marks & Ethel 
(Three to fill) 
SHEBOYG’N, WIS. 

Sheboygan 

Ist half (18-19) 
Spirit of Minstrelsy 
Herbert G & V 
(Three to fill) 
SIOUX CITY, IA. 

Orpheum 

ist half (18-20) 
Rexola Bros 
Talent & Merit 
Dillon & Parker 
(Two to fill) 

80. BEND, IND. 

Palace 

ist half (19-21) 
Fauntleroy & Van 
Edith Griffith Co 
Jee Freed Co 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (22-256) 
Marcus Show 
(Others to fill) 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 


Grand 
ist half (18-21) 
Al Zimmy & Boys 


(Others to fill) 
‘2a half (22-24) 
Victor Oliver 
Frances Kennedy 
Grauman Hess & V 
(Two to fill) 
WYNDSOR,. CAN, 
Capitol 
Ist half (20-22) 
Lohse & Sterling 
George Hunter 
Paul Yocan Dancers 
2a half (23-25) 
O'Connor Family 





(Two to fill) 





Great 





States 








JOLIET, ILL 
Rialto 


Ist half (20-22) 
Jimmy Allard Co 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (23-25) 
Willard Singley Co 
John Steel 
(One to fill) 

PEORIA, ILL. 

Palace 

Ist half (19-21) 
Eddie Dale Co 
Fauntleroy & Van 





Bobby & 

2d half 
Gibbs 2 
Cowboy Revels 
Jones & Jones 
WAUKEGAN, ILL 

Genesee 

Ist half (19-22) 
Brown & Wells 
Frances White Co 


King 
(22-25) 


2d half (23-26) 
Mascagno 4 
Fauntleroy & Van 





Jimmy Allard Co 


Grauman Hess & V 








| : Cabarets 





NEW 
Gallant’s 
B & M Johnston 
Elinor Kerr 
Cardell Twins 
Harry Stockwell 
Hale Beyer Orch 


Casanova 
Ruth Etting 
Ramon & Rosita 
H Rosenthal Bd 

Club Lido 
Libby Holman 
Moss & Fontana 
Bobby Brook Bd 

Chateau Madrid 
Ai Stiayne 
Pat Harrington 
Georgia Paine 
Anthony Trini Bd 


Richman 
Morton Downey 
Bankoff & Cannon 
Connie Clayton 
Abe Lyman Bd 
Harry Richman 


Connie’s Inn 
Swan & Lee 
Jazzlips Rich’rdson 
Leonard Harper Rv 
Le Roy Smith Ba 


Cotton Club 
Dan Healy Rev 
Leitha Hill 
Daly & Carter 
Henry Wessels 
Mordecai 
Wells & Taylor 
Mildred Dixon 
Ma@deline Belt 





Johnson's Jubilee 








ATLANTA 

Keith’s (19) 
Tom Davies 3 
Germaine. & Shell’y 
Val Harris 
Margaret Morrell 
(One to fill) 


BIRMINGHAM 
Ritz (19) 
Honey Family 
Angus & Searle 
Frank Devoe 
Irene Vermillion Co 
(One to fill) 


CHARLOTTE 


Orpheum 
2a half (21-23) 
St Clair Sis & O’D 
Henry J Keliy 
A & F Stedman 
(Two to fill) 


DALLAS, TEX. 
Majestic (17) 
Count Bernivici Co 

(Others to fil!) 
Fr. WORTH, T’X. 
Majestic (17) 
Carr Lynn 
Wheeler & Morton 
Texas Comedy 4 
Stop Look & Listen 
(One to fill) 


HOUSTON, TEX. 
Majestic (17) 
Lottie Atherton 
Lamarr & Boyce 
Lytel & Fant 
MecLallen & Sarah 
(One to fill) 
MIAMI, OKLA, 
Majestic (17) 
2d half (15-17) 
3 Lordens 
Peggy Eames 
Wm Desmond Co 
(Two to fill) 
NEW ORLEANS 
Orpheum (18) 
Princess Pat 
Saxon Reed & K 
Parker Babb Co 
Pressier & Klaiss 
(One to fill) 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (17) 
Colleano Family 
Joseph Regan 
Stanley & Ginger 
(Two to fill) 
. SAN ANTONIO 
Majestic (18) 
Yacopi Tr 
Kerr & Ensign 
Al K Hall 





(Two to fill) 








Association 


Singers 
Washboard Serena- 
ders 
Cora La Redd 
Duke Ellington Bd 


Everglades 
Le Roy Prinz Rev 
Eddie Davis 
Fawn & Jordan 
Frances Wilson 
McCunn Sis 


Alabam 
Earl Tucker 
Kal Al Hui 3 
Dale Dyer 
Bernie Adler 
Eddie Jackson Bd 
Amba eurs 
Esther Durnell 
Thelma Villard 
Louis Stover 
Isabelle Gerhardt 
Jimmy Noone Bd 
Beau Monde 
Joe Lewis 
Lillian Barnes 
Jean Gail 
Natale & Darnale 
Sel Wagner Bad 
Black Hawk 
Coon-Sanders Bd 
Cinderella 
Hark Liskin Bd 
Coffee Dan 
Frank Shaw 
Johnny Tobin Ba 
College Inp 








C’'D’R RAPIDS, IA. 
I 


owa 
Ist half (19-21) 
Lime 3 
Claudia Coleman 
Mascagno 4 
5 Honey Boys 
2a half (22-25) 
Rese’s Midgets 
(Three to fill) 
DAVENTPORT, IA. 
Capitol (19) 
Max & Gang 
Princeton & Renee 
Stanley Rollickers 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Orpheum 
Ist half (19-21) 
Rose’s Midgets 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (22-25) 
Rexola Bros 
6 Honey Boys 
Powers & Wallace 
EV’NSVILLE, IND. 





Victory 
$4 ha'f (23-25) 





Fargo & Richards 
Opera vs Jazz 
Al Theis Little Rev 
(Two to fill) 
G'D R’PIDS, M’CH. 
Keith's 

Ist half (19-22) 
Jack McBride Co 
Marveltone 
John Steel 
Picchiani Tr 
(One to fill) 

2a half (23-25) 
Wilton & Murphy 
Joe Freed Co 


(Three to fill) 
IND’POLIS, IND. 
Lyric (18) 


Little Pipifax Co 
Grace Doro 
F & J Rinehart 
Waiman’s Clown't's 
(One to fill) 
LINCOLN, NEB. 
Stuart (19) 
Falls Reading & 
Joe Christy Co 


Lloyd Huntley Bd 
Colosimo 

James Meo Ba 

Snyder & Walton 

Rose Lane 

Jean Jordon 

Angelo De Soto 
Cotton Clab 


Lucino Venabie 
Mal Alix 
Walter Barnes Bd 
Frolics 
Jack Waldron 
Geo. McQueen 
Miss Harriett 
Edith Murray 


Loomis Twins 





YORE 


Keith Rayne 
Tira Kewin 
Marie Regan 
Joey Chance Bd 
Les Ambassedeurs 
Clayton, Jackson, 
Durante & Bd 
Frankie McCoy 
Oakland’s Terrace 
Buddy Kennedy 
Will Oakland’s Rev 
Helen Seville 
Ada Winston 
Peggy Bolton 
Kay Green 
Joe Storacy 
Rosalie Wynne 
Dot Crowley 
Shirley La Mar 
Loretta Flushing 
Mildred Lorraine 
Landau’s Bd 
Paramount Hetel 
DuVal 
Roy Ingraham Bd 
Plantation Clab 
Eddie Rector 
Eddie Greene 
Josephine Hall 
Alma Smith 
Mekka Shaw 
Joseph Attles 
Pete & Peaches 
Lackwood Lewis’ 
Orch 
Silver Slipper 
Dolores Farris 
Beth Miller 
Vivian Hall 
Blanche & Elliott 
Ruby Shaw 
Earnest Charles 
Small & Lewis 
Ford & Truly 
Ben Pollack Bd 
Village Nut Club 
Louie Dolgoft 
La Belle Rose 
Hauser Bros 
Albert 
Jack Bloom 
Bob McIonald 
Gabriel 


CHICAGO 


Buddy Howe 
Louis Sales Ba 
Garden Allah 
Castles 
Eddie Clifford 
Cecil Lehman 
Babe Payne 
Lew Lewis Bd 
Golden Pumpkin 
Benny Strong 
M Sherman Bd 


Green Mill 
T Guinan & Gang 
My Cellar 
Charlie Rose 
Joe Monnone Bd 
Petrushka 
George Nelidoff 
Claude Avrey 
Inna Miraeva 
A Arafeloft 
M Marusina 
Geo Stcherban Or 
Stables 
Singing Waiters 
Johnny Dodds Ba 
Terrace Garden 
Dusty Rhodes Bd 
Triangle 
Ray Reynolds 
Jimmy Green Bd 
Turkish Village 
Freddie & lis 
Parodian Bd 
Uptown Village 


| Eddie Varzoo Bd 


Varsity 
Al Handler Bd 
Vanity Fair 
Rick & Snyder 





ASH’S ORIENTAL RETURN 


Chicago, Jan, 14. 
Paul Ash is tentatively slated for 
la return week at his old stand, the! 
“7 Oriental], beginning Jan. 24, 


| shown by the first two years’ bal- 


! 


Keith Bucher's Bd | 





British Film Fie 


7) 


product on the market to get flat 
rentals, 





(Continued from page 


Holiday Business 
Due to the Christmas holiday 
falling midweek, also to stronger 
programs in the West End, theatres 
had a record week end, in all cases 


topping their gross for the same 
week last year, 

Boxing Day, Friday, and Satur- 
day every place was packed. Carl- 
ton and Capitol, with “Welcome 
Danger” and “Splinters,” respective- 


ly, turned thousands away. Alham- 
bra pulled weil with “Atlantic,” 





Fire Tragedy 

Old year closed with one of the 
worst disasters on record, the fire 
in the booth at the Glen Cinema, 
Paisley, Scotland. 

The theatre is an old hall former- 
ly called Royal Animated Pictures, 
and was at one time a temperance 
institute. It was lighted with coal 
gas, and when the panic began the 
exit doors were apparently locked 
and most of the children were suf- 
focated by gas. 

Fire itself was 


of small account 
| booth, soon put out. But the chil- 
| dren stampeded because of the 
smoke, and piled up a dozen deep at 
the doors. 

Paisley is a poor class town not 
far out of Glasgow, and all the kids 
were from the laboring class. Man- 
ager was later arrested and charged 
with culpable homicide on the count 
of locked exits. 


Bits of News 

Protests against midnight pre- 
views made to the Board of Trade 
by exhibitors are likely to have that 
government department declare 
these are not legal trade shows 
within the meaning of the act and 
do not count for registration. After 


can all go home some nights. 

Western Electric has issued a writ 
against Powers’ Cinephone here, al- 
leging infringement of British pat- 
ent 275—1917, covering the push-pull 
amplifier. W. E.’s installations at 
the end of 1929 in this territory 
numbered 455. 

Rt. Hon. Winston Churchill, for- 
mer Chancellor of the Exchequer, is 
back from an. American tour and 
writing a series for the “Daily Tel- 
egraph.” Says about Hollywood and 
film production “principal charac- 


teristics are hard work, frugality 
and discipline.” Shares Chaplin’s 
opinion favoring silents against 
talkers. 

Metropole, new 2,000-seater at 


Victoria and alongside the Victoria 
Palace (vaude}, opened Dec. 27. 
Built by Phil Hyams after the com- 
pany formed to develop the site got 
stuck for dough through unsuccess- 
ful public issue of stock. 

Warners’ “Gold Diggers,” playing 
the Regal theatre, grossed more 
than “Singing Fool,’ which held for- 
mer house record. Held in, as is 
M-G’s “At College,” at the Empire. 

Paul Kimberley, head of National 
Screen Services here, sails for New 
York Jan. 10. 

Sascha Geneen, who megaphoned 
“Sleeping Partners” for Par, is over 
here and is to direct “Comets” at 
St. Margarets. A song and dance 
show with Billy Merson, Elsa Lan- 
chester, Charles Laughton, Flora le 
Breton, Rex Evans, the Plaza-Tiller 
Girls and Albert Sandler’s band in 
the cast. 

Arthur Maude has registered a 
company to make talkers. 


Alleged Incendiaries 


Paisley fire has made a highlight 
of the trial of Frank Roylance, pro- 
prietor Crodon Street Cinema, Lu- 
ton, with William Rogers, traveler; 
Johnathan Hardy, insurance agent, 
and Richard Coles. They are 
charged with conspiracy to set fire 
to the theatre, and Rogers, Cole and 
Hardy are further charged with 
doing so. 

Statements alleged by the police 
to have been made by the accused 
show Roylance was introduced to 
Hardy for raising a mortgage on 
the theatre, but the negotiations 
stuck, and Hardy is said to have 
offered to find someone to burn the 
house for $750. 

Sight children and an invalid 
woman are said to have been living 
in rooms above the cinema, and 
when the fire occurred the police 
feund a drum of gasoline which had 
exploded and partly blown off the 
roof. Coles was discharged and 
other three committed for trial on 
bail. 


Pro Patria Balance 
Talkers were blamed for results 





ance sheet of Pro Patria, Ltd., pre- 
sented at the meeting Dec. 30. A. E. 
sundy, presiding, said a policy of 
caution had averted disaster and the |! 
company had weathered the storm 

Balance sheet shows a debit balance 

of over $125,000. 


| and involved one can of film in the |." 
this sort 


| slightly 


which they will stop, and the boys, 


———_—_ 


BUS HOSTESSES 


(Continued from Page 1) 





_——— 





racket. It’s a new one around New 
York but said to be an idea which 
cropped up in the south. 
Hostesses are delegated to ar- 
range trips and in general enliven 
the ride for the customers, with uke 
songs. 
Some of the gals already booked 
have been recruited from side street 
speaks in Times Square, with ap- 
plicants being given from 15 to 30 
days to arrange parties desirous of 
taking the ride to the Floridas. 
With the few lines established 
leaving with more than half empty 
buses, the hostess gag has 
adopted to stimulate trade. 
Solicitation of passengers not 
compulsory upon part of the girl 
applicants but helps lots in getting 
the berth as well as a liberal cut on 
the trips sold by them, which go 
from $35 to $50 each way. 
Some of the more enterprising 
hostesses are working the personal 
columns of the dailies with blind 
advertisements as means of getting 
prospects for the Florida busses. 
Some of the dailies already on to 
the subterfuge through investigat- 
ing, have closed their columns to 
of advertising when even 
questionable. In most in- 
the bus companies have 
been holding the bag financially for 
the daily ads but only after the girl 
has convinced them of her quality 


been 


is 


satnces 


as a go-getter. 
With dailies exacting top rates 
for insertions in their personal 


columns, the advertising runs into 
money on a week. Bus operators 
have to be shown: plenty before 
going for this high pressure sales- 
man (or saleswoman) stuff. 


Mutual Wheel 


(Weeks of Jan. 13 and 20) 








Bare Facts—Lyric, 
Jamaica, N. Y, 

Best Show in Town—H. & 8. Apollo, N. 
Y. C.; 20, L. O. os 


“t ag cag 0.; 20, Irving Place, 


Bohemians—L,. O.; 20, Gayety, Boston. 

Bowery Burlesquers — Empress, Chicago; 
20, Gayety, Detroit. me 

Burlesque Revue — Columbia, 
20, Gayety, Buffalo. 

Broadway Scandals—Irving Place, N. Y. 
C.; 20, Empire, Newark. : 

Cracker Jacks—New Empire, Albany; 20, 
Plaza, Worcester. 

Dainty Dolls—Colonial, Utica; 20, L. O. 

Dimpled Darlings—Gayety, Washington: 
20, Academy, Pittsburgh. sag 

Flapper Follies—Lyric, Dayton; 20, Em- 
press, Cincinnati. 

French Models—13-15 Lyric, Allentown; 
— Orpheum, Reading; 20, Star, Brook- 

n 


Bridgeport; 20, Fox, 


Cleveland; 


Frivolities—Plaza, Worcester; 20, Casino, 
on. 
Get Hot—Fox, Jamaica, N. Y.; 
S. Apollo, N. ¥. C. aera 
Ginger Girls—Empire, Toledo; 20, Colum- 
7“ Cleveland. 
ris from the Follies—Hudson 
City; 20, Gayety, Brooklyn. . 
Girls from Happyland—Gayety, Baltimore; 
bite ie ice mene ae 
ris in ue—Star, Brook ; ° 
bia, N. Y. C. : ig 2 Pasar 
Hello Paree—Gayety, Boston; 20, Modern 
wrevigetee. : 
gh Flyers — Orpheum, 
Hudson, Union City. 7 
Hindu Belles—Gayety, Brooklyn; 20, L. O. 
Fr aa Revue—L, O.; 20, Gayety, Mil- 
aukee, 


Kuddling Kuties—L. O.; 20, Howard, Bos- 
Thru — State, 


ton. 
Grand, Hartford. SeringSpa;. mA, 


n’ 
Mischief Makers—Gayety, Scranton; 20-22, 
Lyric, Allentown; 23-25, Orpheum, Reading. 
Moonlight Maids—Grand, Hartford; 20, 
“aan Bridgeport. 
oulin Rouge—Mutual, Indianapolis: 2 
Garrick, St. Louis. ee 
Naughty Nifties — Gayety, 
Empire, Toledo. « iD > 
Nite Club Girls—Gayety, Buffalo; 20, Co- 
lonial, Utica. 


Union 


Paterson; 


Detroit; 


Parisian Flappers—Trocadero, Philadel- 
Phia; 20, Sere. Baltimore. 
Pretty Babies—Empress, Cincinnati; 20, 


Gayety, Louisville. 


vem. Gaeesee. 
eco reakers — Howard, Boston: 
Trocadero, Philadelphia. “she 
Social Maids—Gayety, Milwaukee; 20, Em- 
orem ae 
pee rls — Lyceum, lumbus; 
Lyric, Dayton. * om i 
rty Widows—Casino, Boston; 20, State, 
Springfield. 
Step Lively Girls—Empire, Newark; 20, 
Orpheum, Paterson. 
Steppe Show—Gayety, Louisville; 20, Mu- 
tual, Indianapolis. 
Sugar Babies—Modern, 20, 
Gaiety, Scranton. 
Take a Chance—13-15, Wedgeway; 16-18, 
Schenectady; 20, New Empire, Albany. 
Tempters—Columbia, N. Y. 3 seem 
Wedgeway; 23-25, Schenectady. 
Wetern Show—Gayety, Kansas City; 20, 


Providence; 


Louis; 20, Gayety, Kansas City. 





debit item of rather more than $2,- 
500,000. Revenue from distribution 
and sundries is $228,757, and maturi- 
ties from the date of the balance 
sheet (Sept. 30 to Dec. 15) are $101,- 


620, which does not figure in the 
accounts. 
Company has an issued capital of 


$3,000,000 in $1.25 stock, which is at 
present quoted at around 30 cents, 
British Instructional Films, Ltd, 











Pro Patria’s business 
the development stage, but new 
company laws call for a profit and 
loss account, in which the company |! 
shows cost of film production as a 


is still in 


the 


(Bundy’s producing Company), is 
shown on the balance sheet as a 
secured creditor for $209,700. Pre- 


liminary expenses of issuing com- 
pany are $26,245, under 10%, and a 
favorable comparison with many of 
1927-8 flotations, 


a 


Puss Pusse—Academy, Pittsburgh; 20, Ly-) 


. ’ 
Wine, Woman and Song—Garrick, A: 
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BURLESQUE REVIEWS — 








TAKE A CHANCE 


(MUTUAL) 
“Take a Chance” is an all-around 
lively cantata for what's left of bur- 
lesque, and a vast improvement over 


its twin -“Crackerjacks.” Charlie 
Fox has produced both, with the| 
former laying an egg and this one 
ringing the bell as a snappy fun, 
song and dance show. 

Patterned in revue formula, the | 
show stands up through differen- 


tiating from most of the routiners 
that spot their show in first half. 
This one has an equal balance on 
comedy and numbers in both di- 
visions, with plenty of doings all the | 
time right up to the finale. Comedy 
is nothing to write home about, 
Mostly all veteran bits threabare 
from usage, but there’s no pension 
for old gags in burlesque. Yet the 
comics do more with the oldboy 
blackouts and skits here than most 
of the wheel muggers and laugh 
stabbers have been doing. 

Max Coleman, doing Hebe, carries 
the comedy burden and gets better 
results than usual out of the famil- 
iar wheezes and situations. Johnny 
Goodman makes a capable supporter 
as red-nose bum, getting laughs 
when given an opportunity to} 
spread himself, but more or less 
shunted to background in favor of 
Coleman. The latter has most of 
the laughs of the show through 
being spotted in practically every 
skit and blackout. 

The femme contingent are there 
aplenty with all the requisites for 
burlesque, and makes them count. 
Ina Thomas, vivacious blonde with 
plenty to look at, is co-featured 
with Coleman, and cops everything, 
A corker on number handling and 
has a teaser manipulation system 
that’s all her own. Gabby Fields is 
a likeable ingenue who knows her 
burlesque and gets plenty of value 
in anything she does. Marion 
O'Neill, attractive brunet, is second 

Aeur with the show, and outwrig- 
Ztes the rest of them, while Tiny 
Huff, classy blonde, is an attractive 
ingenue and good stepper. 

The chorus is there 40 ways with 
pep, vitality and animation that 
sends numbers over with a can’t- 
miss zest. Plenty of attention paid 
to the song scenes and group en- 
sembles lifts the numbers beyond 
routine spacers, as in most of the 
wheel shows through lack of ani- 
mation upon part of the girls. The 
choristers deserved a great big hand 
and got it. 

Several standouts in bits were 
“Over There,” a@ war travesty 
worked up for plenty of comedy and 
“Jazz Opera,” which gave the prin- 
cipals and chorus an opportunity to 
display better than average choral 
harmonizing. An all-around show 
and not rough, either, but one of 
those things that can be blued to 
order when hitting the mining 
towns. Edba. 


CANDY SELLING STOPPED 
IN EMPRESS, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Jan. 14. 
Prize candy selling has been 
atopped at the Empress, here, by 
order of City Manager Sherrill. 
House plays Mutual wheel Bur- 
lesque shows. 














Candy selling in the Mutual wheel 
houses is a concession. 





Hired and Ignored 


Recently a Spanish organization 


rented Minsky’s 125th Street for 


Sunday, said to have given the 
Minskys $1,500 for the privilege, and 
the Mutual attraction, “Bare Facts,” 


‘had to stick around all day doing 


only two numbers. 

With the renters wanting to give 
their own show plenty of play, the 
traveling attraction is subjected to 
their assignment. And with a $1,500 
pickup the Minskys are not so par- 
ticular who goes on, 





Stock in Montreal 


Montreal, Jan. 14. 
Stock burlesque went in 
Beweek at the Gayety. 


Company has Joe Rose, Walter 


Brown, Tommy Moran, Florence] quit the show to return to vaude, 
Naomi, Isabelle Van, Frances 
Browning, Morris Perry, Carl 


Bowers, Alma Montague and others. 


Rose is featured and staging the 
shows with Paul Kane directing 


the musical numbers. 





Managers Change 


Joe Leavitt has been replaced as 
manager of “The Burlesque Re- 
view” (Mutual), by Charles Mc- 
Namara. 

The iatter left “Puss Puss” to 
join the other show, with Lou Reals 
gent by the New York Mutual of- 


+fiee to manage “Puss.” 
i 


this 


TEMPTERS 


(MUTUAL) 

“Tempters” is just another rou- 
tiner for Mutual that may go heavy 
in the rough spots of the wheel but 
far from okay for the better stands. 
Monday night there were plenty of 
walkers out at the Columbia, prob- 


ably due to the oldtiminess of the 
layout. Charley Burns, producer, 
has had better shows and will prob- 
ably jack this one up. ; 

“Tangara,” featured femme, 1S 
flash for looks on the semi-strips, 
but that’s all. Flo Trautman, in- 


genue, has looks and gets her num- 
bers over, while Midgie Brandon, 
soub, looks a bit too hefty for the 
assignment, yet grinds well enough 
and reads ‘nicely in the skits. Dolores 
Ryan and Helen Miller comprise re- 
mainder of the femme principals 
with little to do and get by. 

Art Mayer and Tommy Miller are 
a hard-working brace of comics, 
with the latter having the edge as 
laugh getter and with neither having 
any good material to work with. 
Charles Schultz and Harry Howe 
alternate as straights and spot a 
song and dance double that gets 
over. 

Comedy is weakest ever, with 
“Nan Magrew” burlesque by Mayer, 
Miller Schultz, Howe, Misses Traut- 
man and Miller depended upon for 
standout and better than the rest. 
Nearly all stock stuff such as “Vam- 
pire” bit as build up for Tangara 
and the comics. “The Gorilla” only 
other bit provoking a _ chuckle. 
Skits and dialog roughed plenty here 
but most died inside the foots. 
“Tangara” spotted a couple of 
teasers in both divisions of the show 
that excited somewhat, but too much 
stalling on the earlier number les- 
sened expected wallop. As soon as 
these teaser manipulators learn that 
smart mobs won't go for nine or ten 
encores before the punch, better re- 
turns will follow. 

Good production, scenically and 
from a costume angle. Chorus, hard 
workers and lookers putting zip in 
the numbers. Better book with some 
original and punchier blackouts is 
needed badly here. Edba. 


5% of Gross for Rent 
Of Chi House—Burlesque 








Chicago, Jan. 14, 
Far northside got its first bur- 
lesque stand, when Harry Evans 
opened the Chateau Saturday. It 
had been closed for some time. 
Evans is an old vaude performer, 
formerly of Evans and Pearl, and 
has had some experience in produc- 
ing musical stuff. Evans is paying 
practically nothing for the house, 
getting the theatre from M. Fox, 
owner, in return for 5% of the gross. 
House has had a varied career for 
12 years. Ascher Bros. took the 
house over on a 10-year lease and 
cleaned up with vaudfilm. When 
their lease expired, vaude was cold, 
so they quit. House seats 1,600. 











Burlesque Changes 


Max Fehrman has_ supplanted 
Artie Leeming with the stock at 
the American, New York. 

Midgie Gibbons has. succeeded 
Annette Daley with “Moulin Rouge 
Girls.” 

Ernie Mack closed with stock at 





the City, New York, with Sam 
Mitchell going in. 

Johnny Goodman with “Take a 
Chance.” 


Don Killarney has replaced Ed 
Larry with “Step Lively Girls.” 

Johnny Goldsmith has taken over 
management of the Mutual show 
“Moulin Rouge Girls” operated by 
Joe Catalano: 

Several changes in line-up of the 
stock at City, New York, went in 
this week. Paul Ryan and Eddie 
Lorraine cloged last Saturday with 
Eddie Aiken and Artie Lloyd go- 
ing in as supplanters on Monday. 
Bobby Randall and George Carroll 
have also gone in. 

“Boots” Rush sidetracked her en- 
gagement to join stock at National 
Winter Garden, New York and in- 
stead hopped into “Best Show In 
Town” (Mutual) this week. Miss 
Rush replaces Reba Mulvey, who 





CITY SOUBRET HELD OVER 


Connie St. Clair, featured runway 


announced. Instead, she has re- 


another 10 weeks. + 





Back to Lebanon 
Lebanon, Pa., Jan. 14, 
Mutual burlesque, after ‘a long 
lapse, has been given a place again 
in this city’s theatre fare. It has 
started in the Auditorium, 


soub with the stock at the City, New 
York, is not leaving this week as 


newed her contract with house for 


THE MANAGERS PAY, 
NOT THE CHORUS GIRLS 


Burlesque casters, getting calls 
for choristers from both wheel 
shows and out of town stocks, are 
now demanding a set fee per girl 
from the producer rather than the 
commission from the girls placed 
as formerly. 

When the business was better the 
casters getting exclusive place- 
ments on principals did the chorus 
casting gratis, but with the situa- 
tion as it is now they have been 
compelled to revert to the head tax 
arrangement and are getting it. 








Denials for City 


Take Mr. Mansbach’s word for it 
the City, New York, is not staging 
dirty burlesque shows nor was word 
passed by him to roughen up the 
performances there. 

Mansbach denied chorus girls had 
walked out on him but added that 
they walked by request. He dis- 
claimed knowledge of any proposed 
stock in the Empire, Brooklyn. 





Detroit’s Stock Flop 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 
His stock burlesque policy at the 
Times Square, Detroit, a flop, Alex 
Schreiber was in town’ last week 
dickering with the R-K-O local of- 
fice for vaude bookings.. 
May use three acts on a split, 
augmented by house soub and 12 
girles with band in pit. 
Jack Dempsey went into the house 
last Saturday, for two weeks. 





Brody’s Show Off 


“Oriental Girls” closed on the 
Mutual wheel last week. 

The show was Sol Brody’s first 
on the wheel, dropped because of 
priority of other producers. 





Mutual at Present 


With recent elimination of both 
shows and stands, the Mutual bur- 
lesque circuit to date comprises 43 
shows and 39 playing weeks. 

This number is expected to re- 
main intact until the close of the 
season, 





OUT, BACK BY OPERATION 


La Villa Maye, burlesque soub, 
out for 10 weeks after undergoing 
an operation, rejoined “Puss Puss” 
(Mutua!) in former assignment of 
featured soub on tour last week. 
Miss Maye had figured a longer 
rest, but hopped in when Buster 
Sanborn, substituting, was forced 
out to undergo an operation for ap- 
pendicitis. — 





Dainty Dolls Out 
“Dainty Dolls” is dropping from 
the Mutual circuit. 
Its Columbia, N. Y., date for 
March 2 has been cancelled and as- 
signed to “The Burlesque Review.” 





Key and Chain Radio 
Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 
James Dobbins, owner of KEGR, 
Long Beach, is attempting to or- 
ganize a chain of small radio sta- 


— 


News of the Dailies 





photographers during the nuptial 
cruise in a 38-footer. 





Winifred Gaynor sued the Hotel 
Astor for $3,000 because she tripped 
on steps. She claims her career as 
a singer was interfered with. by the 
injuries sustained. 





National Board of Review hotly 
denied Canon Chase’s charges that 
they are not afi unfettered review- 
ing body. 

Arthur Train, novelist, asked in- 
junction against Tiffany using the 
title “Paper Profits” on one of its 
films. He has a@ serial novel under 
the same title. 





Mabel Kelly, dancer, was murdered 
in the Hotel Remington. Carlos 
Benato, homeless Porto Rican, was 
held for the Grand Jury charged 
with the deed. 





Helen Hayes denies that she will 
quit the stage. 





Some historic data-was publicized 
by Fred F. French, who will build 
an 83-story office building on the 
present site of the Hippodrome the- 
atre. This whole area was once part 
of “commons” on public land, and 
when a parcel of it was finally sold 
in 1828 the part that Fred F. French 
paid $7,500,000. for sold for $1,500. 





Describing himself as a “surprise” 
delegate to the London Naval Dis- 
armament Conference, Will Rogers 
sailed on the Bremen to “fix things 
up” for the anxious statesmen of the 
big powers. 





Eleanor Steele, whose papa is a 
partner of J. P. Morgan, is going 
into opera. At least as far as “The 
Magic Flute” production, by Brook- 
lyn Little Theatre Opera Company, 
is concerned. 


Engagement of Theodore Ham- 
merstein, grandson of Oscar, to 
Dorothy Underhill Storms, non- 
professional, was announced. Ham- 
merstein is stage manager for “A 
Wonderful Night.” 


LOS ANGELES 


With Sally O’Neil, his sister and 
principal witness away, Jack Noonan 
was granted a continuation until 
Feb. 20 when his case, charging 
burglary in Ted Lewis’ home, will 
come up for hearing in Superior 
court, 











Arguments on the appeal of Alex- 
ander Pantages, convicted of attack- 
ing Eunice Pringle, will be heard in 
_ District Court of Appeals, Jan. 





Separate maintenance suit 
Olive Ann Farnum against William 
Farnum has been continued for two 
weeks. It has been impossible to 
locate Mrs. Isabelle Major, alleged 
corespondent. 





Mary Pickford appeared in court 
at a hearing over the $90,000 inher- 
itance tax levied against her moth- 
er’s estate. Miss Pickford claims 
that $38,000 of this amount’ should 
be deducted, as it was levied-against 
amounts she earned held in trust 
by her mother. 





Chester M,. Franklin, director, 
sued for divorce by his wife, Mildred 
A. Franklin, on grounds of cruelty 





tions in Southern California, with 
KEGR as the key station. 





Specht’s Majestic Hour 
Paul Specht goes on the Majestic 
Hour (Columbia chain) with two 
band units. 
He will also act as general musi- 
cal director for the commercial. 


NEW HUDSON 


(Continued from page 53) 


Hudson lease. And Max has to sell 
the tickets and keep some of the 
youngsters from slipping between 
the doors. 

Now, Max is a pretty shrewd cus- 
tomer. Despite the police card, 
brand new and all that, he mistook 
his interviewer for a representative 
of the child labor law, or protective 
association. Even a day nursery, 
because the squawks were plentiful 
enough to drown out the phono- 
graph orchestration. 

It’s this way with the Hudson: 
new for the past seven years since 
Max and his gang took it over; old 
for the eight years before. 

The house has to take in a cen- 
tury a day or flop. Max knows it 
must have wiring in order to get the 
big names, because the silent ver- 





. 


plain pediculous. Yet where is the 
mazuma coming from? 
question to 








Attendance fair, so far. 





Hays. Waly. 


\ 


sions which the larger producers 
are publicizing as turned out for 
just such tiny indies as Max are 


It’s his 
some . philanthropic 


and neglect. Asserting her husband 
makes $10,000 a year, Mrs. Franklin 
asks $375 a month alimony and a 
Share in community property. 





After a warrant was issued for 
his arrest, Francis X. Bushman, Jr., 
appeared in traffic court and paid a 
fine of $5. 

Two giant four-ton sea elephants, 
on exhibition at the Bimini plunge, 
engaged in a terrific battle and had 
to be subdued with hose and nets. 


Hilda Deesy, Hungarian film 
actress, filed a cross-complaint in 
answer to her husband, Roy Har- 
low’s suit for an annulment of their 
marriage. She claims that Harlow 
dissipated her money and property 
amounting to $25,000, and asks for 
an additional $25,000 by way of 
punishment. 








Superior Court Judge Keetch 
continued the $180,000 heart balm 
suit brought by Dolores Salazar, 
dancer, against Ferdinand Pinney 
Earle to await the arrival of more 
depositions from Earle, who is in 
France. Earle’s first deposition ad- 
mitted that he and Miss Salazar 
had lived as man and wife, but de- 
nied that he had ever asked her to 
marry him. 





The Federal Grand Jury re-in- 
dicted Dr. I. Jesse Citron, Holly- 
wood physician, awaiting trial on 
charges of selling narcotic prescrip- 
tions to Alma Rubens, pictures, on 
31 counts involving the same trans- 


of| — 


(Contnued from page 49) 


giving Miss Rubens 31 prescriptions 
in less than 40 days. 





Municipal Court Judge Turney 
issued a warrant for the arrest of 
Art Acord, pictures, who jumped a 
$1,000 bail bond while waiting trial 
on a liquor possession charge. The 
warrant was sent to Nogales, Ariz., 
where Acord was last seen. 





Carmel Myers, pictures, narrowly 
escaped serious burns when her 
limousine, in which she was riding, 
caught fire and was completely de- 
stroyed. 





Superior Court Judge Wilson sen- 
tenced Edward Kavanaugh and his 
wife, Mary, to from two to 15 years 
in San Quentin for the robbery of 
the United Artists theatre in which 
$12,800 was stolen. Judge Wilson 
refused to order an examination of 
Mrs. Kavanaugh to determine the 
truth of claims that she is an ex- 
pectant mother. 





Ruth Roland was granted a per- 
mit by the city council to operate 
a miniature golf course on her 
property at Carthay Circle. 

Art Acord was found guilty on a 
liquor possession charge and fined 
$150 in Municipal Court. Acord said 
he was broke and was given 24 
hours to get the fine. 

Lionel Belmore was arrested on @ 
charge of liquor possession after 
officers had found a large quantity 
in his home. 





Bench warrant was issued for 
Francis X. Bushman, Jr., pictures, 
when he failed to answer a traffic 
summons. 





Florine Walz Williams, widow of 
Earl Williams, on trial for grand 
theft charges, succeeded in having 
three counts dismissed. Case is to 
be decided without jury. 





Counsel for Alexander Pantages 
asked an extension of from 26 to 30 
days over the allotted time to file 
briefs on the appeal of the theatre 
man’s case. Decision will be given 
later. 

Cecilia Hoyt DeMille, daughter of 
Cecil B. DeMille, will marry Francis 
Edgar Calvin in February. 





Superior Court Judge McComb ap- 
proved the contracts of 18 minor 
girls with Fox. Girls are Mary 
Lansing, Maureen Sullivan, Char- 
lotte Henry, Joan Navarro, Jo Ann 
Christensen, Yvonne Pelletier, Hilde- 
garde Juch, Hazel Sperling, Consu- 
elo Los Angeles, Georgia Pambleton, 
Dorothy McNames, Betty Cotes, 
Helen Mann, Miriam Hellman, Mar- 
garet Comer, Cathrine Navarro, Vee 
Maule and Bo Peep Karlin. 


CHICAGO 


Raid on the loop headquarters of 
Jack Gusick, Capone henchman, re- 
vealed that Capone's gang were 
spotted in the loop in suite 900 of 
the Garrick theatre building. 











Michael Crowe, owner of the Peep 
0’ Day roadhouse, Gienview, was 
arrested by prohibition agents last 
week. 

Petitions were circulated in 
Evanston, Ill., asking the city coun- 
cil to form a board of picture cen- 
sors to replace Mrs. Minnie Ran- 
dolph, who has had sole jurisdiction 
over films for several years. Picture 
producers complained last week be- 
cause the woman banned “Bulldog 
Drummond,” asserting no other city 
had done so. 





More than 2,000 city employees, 
including 473 policemen, were fired 
last week as a result of the adoption 
by the city council of the 1930 “re- 
trenchment budget.” 





Because she wore too few clothes 
while posing as a model for an “It” 
demonstration in the Gem theatre, 
on State street, Beverly Thompson, 
17, of Louisville, Ky., was arrested 
last week. Thomas Villiers, “lec- 
turer,’”’ was also nabbed. 





June Warwick, 28, concert singer, 
has been sued for $50,000 damages 
by W. H. Wachter, 29, cab driver. 
The bill alleged that Miss Warwick 
stabbed Wachter in the left wrist 
during a lovers’ quarrel at a loop 
hotel. 





Members of the women’s civic or- 
ganizations conducted examination 
for motion picture censors last week, 
There are two vacancies on the cen- 
sors last week. There are two va- 
cancies on the censor board, each 
paying a maximum of $2,500 an- 
nually. 





Hearing of Dr. Henry J. Schireson 
before the medical committee ended 
last week. Decision whether his li- 
cense to practice will be revoked 
will be rendered after written arv'- 














actions. Dr. Citron is accused of 


ments are submitted Jan. 16. 
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TIMES SQUARE 





Chatter From Florida 


By Wallace Sullivan 





Miami Beach, Jan. 10. 

Driving along Biscayne boulevard 
this serene afternoon when a siren 
shrieks from a captain of police’s 
ear. The official wagon swung into 
Tenth street. A group of women 
stood waiting for the police officers. 
The first woman said: 

“Captain, I'm not going to stand 
this outrage—at least 25 men have 
been walking over my tin roof dur- 
ing the last 10 minutes. 


“Who are they?” inquired the law. 

“Gamblers,” she replied—they’re 
raiding the house in lith street, 
back of mine.” 


Accompanied the captain to the 
next block. Above a new garage 
the raid was still in progress. Some 
250 men and women were being 
herded cut. Herding was leisurely 
and caused no palpable excitement. 
Smartly frocked girls and middle- 
aged women, some with sun glasses, 
and all in sport sweaters and golf 
habiliment emerged, going their 
various ways. No arrest of the 
players was made, The males were 
well dressed, but fewer in sport 
attire. Apparently the owners were 
not taken, for one fellow in the 
gambling room said: 

“Come back tomorrow morning, 
buddy. We pay off then.” Then a 
patrolman said, “Beat it, Cracker.” 

Further inquiry revealed that the 
raids are continuous, but get little 
newspaper mention. 

The natives tell you the greater 
number of palm trees in Miami 
Beach and hereabout are _ trans- 
planted from Key West, Florida. 


The Boys 


All “the boys” it.seems are here. 
If you know your Broadway joints 
you'll recognize them with the 
medicine balls on the sands or in 
the pools. The lads seem not to be 
holding much this season. 

Bouche opens his Villa Venice 
tomorrow night. Knockout place 
situated right on the water. Dar- 
ling Sisters, Marie Vero, Lorraine 
Sisters, John Chevelin, Easter and 
Halloway and Al Moore’s vaude 
band. 

Joe Benjamin here, he says, for 
the first time. So, too, Flo Dunbar, 
Dotty May, Joey Benton, Billie Grey, 
Niggie of the Les Ambassadeurs— 
and you’d be surprised how many 
ex-Broadway night club cashiers. 
waiters and doormen. 

Gondolas are the rage near the 
Roney Plaza, an artificial Venice 
marking one of the most exquisite 
settings near the beach. Imagine 
10 bucks an hour in a gondola 
4,000 miles from Venice. 


Palm Beach Season 


Palm Beach is dead for the time 
being—starting this coming wéek- 
end, it will again go into high. 

Helen Vernon, after looking so 
long for a suitable place to live, 
two bull pups accomparying her, 
finally settled in the MacAllister in 
Flagler street. The dogs went for 
the bed mattress one afternoon this 
week and poor Helen (incidentally 
of the films), is awaiting the ver- 


dict of the hotel management. It 
looks bad. 
Al Smith and J. J. Raskob ar- 


rived here, causing the usual hub- 
bub. They presided at the gor- 
gZeous premiere of the Miami-Bilt- 
more hotel, which they bought, and 
in case you don’t know, paid two 
million. 

For the first time in years Cyrus 
H. K. Curtis’ yacht arrived in the 
harbor without the owner, He came 
in today, three days after boat an- 


chored. Andrew Mellon’s’§ yacht, 
“Vagabond,” also arrived without 
Mr. Mellon. Seems the big men 
have plenty on their minds this 
year. 


The manager of Al’s restaurant 
here—smart little place—is named 
Mr. Polite, so his card reads, but 
he pronounces it Mr. Poli-tay, since 
having left the management of 
Childs in Flagler street. 

Soph’s Figure 

Sophie Tucker is quite the figure 
in the doings of Miami Beach. One 
may see her in a Annette Keller- 
man bathing suit of an afternoon 
at the Roman Pools—which is see- 
ing a “Hot Mamma” at the hottest. 
Miss Tucker is apparently setting 
the mode—or striving to—bedecked 
in purple ensembles, even unto her 
Slippers and turban. She opens at 





the Floridian here tomorrow night. 
With her are billed Al Wohlman, | 
Fairbanks Sisters, Dorothy Van/| 
Alte and others. Also Freddy} 
Hamm’s orch } 


One of the most curious sights of | 
this locale is that of pretty flappers | 
in gay reds, greens and pink silk/| 

dresses and large-brimmed 


hats — 


IN A CHINESE KITCHEN; 
3 COOKS AND A CLEAVER 


Wong Suey, 30, 3810 Broadway, a 
cook in the Palais D’Or, 200 West 
48th street, was held in $1,000 bail 
for further examination when he 
was arraigned before Magistrate 
Weil in West Side Court on a 
charge of felonious assault. 

Suey is second cook at 
taurant and Tow Young, 30, 285 
Grand street, is third cook. A situ- 
ation arose as to just how certain 
foods should be proportioned. It is 
the custom for the third cook to 
consult the second man, and he. in 
turn appears before the chief chef. 

Young: failed to observe these 
ethics. He went over Suey’s head. 
Suey is alleged to have gotten a 
meat cleaver and started after 
Young. Young did not run fast 
enough. 

Other employees hearing the com- 
motion stopped what wouid have 
been a massacre, After the wounds 
of Young were treated Detective 
Pat Maney, West 47th street sta- 
tion, arrested Suey. He pleaded not 
guilty. 


AUTHOR IN COURT 


Nicholson Charged With Converting 
Stock Left in His Care 





the res- 








Magistrate Edward Weil in West 
Side Court held for the action of 
the Grand Jury Demetrius Nichol- 
son, 40, auther and playwright, of 
316 West 102d street.. The defend- 
ant was arrested by Detectives 
Harola Moore and William Harris 
of the West 100th street station. 

The author was charged with ap- 
proating some stock certificates to 
his own use. He denied the charge. 
He has been out.on bail since his 
arrest. 

E. Stewart Jones, promoter, of 677 
West End avenue, was the com- 
plainant. He charged that he gave 
the author the stock to hold as se- 
curity. He asserted that he and 
Demetrius were to start a renting 
agency. It was never started, stated 
the promoter. 

Demetrius alleges that James 
owed him money for professional 
services. Demetrius told reporters 
that he was a Canadian lawyer. 

James appeared in court with 
his bride of a- short time.and who 
had been married twice before, said 
Demetrius. 


Jeweler Went Broke 


Frances Shelly appeared in West 
Side Court before Magistrate Ed- 
ward Neil to prosecute John Rosen- 
feld, jeweler, formerivy of 784 7th 
avenue, whom she charged with 
pawning several pieces of jewelry, 
valued at $7,500, after she placed 
the gems in his custody for repair. 
Rosenfeld pleaded not guilty. He 
has been admitted to bail. 

Rosenfeld resides at ihe Sherioan 
Square Hotel, 70th street and Am- 
sterdan, avenue. His jewelry store 
is said to be in the hands of re- 
ceivers. The jewelry is now in the 
Commonwealth Loan Company, The 
baubles were pawned by the jeweler 
for $1,800, stated Detective Bert 
Maskiel!l, of the West 47th street 
station. 

The sleuth avers Rosenfeld told 
him he had gone broke and pledged 
the gems. 

















often as many as a score—fishing 
in Biscayne Bay, standing on the 
Causeway easement,...But you 
should see the boys strolling by— 
fishing for the gals. 





Expectations of this being a ban- 
ner year may hold water, but, judg- 
ing by replies, there seems no in- 
dication of anything extraordinary 
occurring, although this will doubt- 
less be a fairly big winter. 





Raids 


City, county and federal author- 
ities are raiding resorts right and 
left. The headline on last night’s 
paper recounted a raid in which 
300 were taken and released, with 
17 booked. The reason for the 
raids is advanced that the towns 
hereabouts wish to clear out the 
“small shots,” who invade all the 
casinos with practically nickels and 


dimes. 3y breaking them up con- 
tinually it is hoped to scatter them 
and lower the morale so _ they'll 
check out, 





Booze in Miami 


Miami, Jan. 14. 
It would appear that the 
Gulf stream here is highly 
charged. One can _ scarcely 
buy a newspaper without the 
boy asking if you would care 
to have a cocktail with your 





Brwa yy ’s Lone Femme House Mer. 
Running Theatre for 19 Yrs.. 


| 





INDECENT FILM HANDLER 
DEALT WITH A COPPER 


Charged with possessing indecent 
and immoral films Benjamin Perse, 
22, 1634 Popham avenue, Bronx, 
manager of the Capitol Motion Pic- 
ture Supply Co., 630 $th avenue, 
was held in $500 bail for trial 
Special Sessions in West Side Court. 





Perse was arrested by Detective 
William Wittenberg, Dec, 31. The 
officer had gone 
and posed as a representative of a 


hosiery concern, going. to hold a 
stag party and wanted some hot 
films. 


The cop said Perse said he did 





favorite sheet. The liquor 
quotations follow:— 
-Wholesale- —Retail— 
Bottle. Case. Bottle. Case. 
eee $5 $40 $6 $45 
*Rye 12 106 15 125 
Scotch 
(best) . 6 65 10 70 
Scotch 
(next). 5 45 6 50 
Gin— 
Holland . 5 40 5 50 
errr a 45 6 50 
Gordon .. 3 30 4 35 
Rum— | 
Bacardi .. 5 45 6 50 
Jamaica. 6 55 s 65 
Wines ... 5 40 6 50 
Brandies.. 6 60 8 70 





*17-year-old. pre-war in eut 
glass decanters. 

Booze: is the easiest thing to 
get here, next to sunburn. 











Player-Gets Worst 
Of Itin Two Ways 


———E 


Never again will Herbert Mc- 
Carthy, 482 Van Buren § street, 
Brooklyn, saxophone player, act the 
good samaritan. The next one who 


gets a dime from Herbert will have 
to blast. He always has been lib- 
eral but from now on a Scotch- 
man will be a spendthrift in .com- 
parison. 


Herbert was walking along 
Broadway when David Hearn; 48, 
341 Broome street, and Michael 
Flanagan, 36, 206 West 20th street, 
approached him and told a hard 
luck story. McCarthy dug. down 
and pulled forth a dollar and hand- 
ed it to them, 


They appeared. grateful and in- 
vited their benefactor to have a 
drink with them. - They led Mc- 
Carthy through 44th street and 
when they arrived in front of 153 
one of the men pushed him into a 
doorway. Two other men were there 
and they proceeded to beat up the 
saxophone player. 


While they were doing this Flana- 
gan put the “mug” on McCarthy, 
and Hearn extracted $75 from his 
pocket. The four then fled. Some 
passersby saw what was happen- 
ing and started to shout. Their 
eries of stickup attracted Police- 
man. Francis McNally, East 35th 
street station, who was on a special 
detail. He gave chase and caught 
Flanagan at Broadway and 44th 
street. 

McCarthy identified Flanagan. 
Later Policeman Maguire, West 
47th street station, saw Hearn and 
arrested him. Later Hearn, who 
has a long criminal record, was 
identified. 

When Hearn and Flanagan were 
arraigned before Magistrate Weil in 
West Side court they were held 
without bail for further hearing. 
McCarthy said he was about to 
sail for South America where he 
was to play in Arthur Blight’s or- 
chestra, 


Specs for Trial Seats 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Seats in the courtroom at the 
Dorr trial are being peddled by 
petty racketeers at. $1 to $5. Case 
almost parallels the Snyder-Gray 
killing. 











Shoplifting Girls 


Ruth St. Clair, 29, of 348 West 
54th street, and Frances Saunders, 
29, of 348 West Tist street, pleaded 
not guilty before Judge Morris 
Koenig in General Sessions on in- 
dictments charging grand larceny. 
Miss St. Clair was remanded with- 
out bail while Miss Saunders was 
held in $10,000 bail, pending their 
trials, Both women have long 


Good-Natured Sax 


not have any, but offered to get 
some and announced the rental 
price as $40. Wittenberg went back 
later, and when Perse turned the 
films over to him he was arrested. 
Perse claimed he did not know what 
the films contained, and said he 
was merely doing the stranger a 
favor. 

Wittenberg testified that Perse 
had explained the films to him be- 
fore he received them. Magistrate 
Weill decided to let the higher court 
decide the case. 
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BEGGAR WITH RECORD 





—Arrested 35 Times 





will be missing from his 
triet for six months. 


fare Island. 
Kelly, or one of 


years, was arrested by Policeman 


witu soliciting alms. The cop said 


ple and heard him ask for money. 


In West Side Court, before Magis- 
trate Edward Weil, Kelly was neatly 
dressed. He denied the charge, but 
the magistrate ordered him finger- 
printed: When returned for sen- 
tence the magistrate gasped, Frank’s 
record showed that he had been 
arrested 35 times since 1916 for 
panhandling, and had served sen- 
tences aggregating about eight 
years. 


the longest on file, Magistrate Weil 
sent Kelly away. 


Beaut Parade, Aug. 2-6 


Galveston, Jan. 14. 

Aug. 2-6 are dates for the 5th 
annual International Pageant of 
Pulchritude for “Miss Orient.” 

European beauts due to arrive 
here July 31 on a French liner. Rob- 
ert I. Cohen, Jr., veteran business 
man, is executive chairman. C. E. 
Barfield, veteran carnival man, now 
operating beach ride here, is busi- 
ness manager. 








Nicky Arnstein Escapes 
2d Bond Theft Trial 


Judge Morris Koenig, of General 
Sessions, on the recommendation of 
the District Attorney, has discharged 
the bail in the cases which have been 
pending for more than five years 
against Jules W. “Nicky” Arnstein, 
former husband of Fanny Brice. 
This means that in a short time 
counsel for Arnstein will move for 


the dismissal of the indictments 
against Nicky, which will ne doubt 
be done. . 


Arnstein was indicted for grand 
larceny and receiving stolen prop- 
erty in 1924. The charges grew out 
of the theft at that time of more 
than five million dollars in bonds 
and securities from Wall street mes- 
senger boys. Arnstein with others 
were arrested in Washington with 
some stolen bonds in their posses- 
sion. Nicky was tried by the gov- 
ernment and on conviction was sen- 


prison and fied $10,000. 
In recommending the discharge of 


lieved that by placing 





police records. 


The girls are accused with hav- 





ing stolen a large quantity of| 
articles from counters in Wana-| 
} makers on Dec. 21 last. 


again on trial for the same offense 
on which he was convicted by the 
government would place him in sec- 
ond jeouardy and was doubtful if a 


j New York jury would convict him. the men. 


in | 


to office of Perse | 


“Dude Panhandler” Giv n 6 Months 


Frank Kelly, 43, 1188 2d avenue, 
known as the “Dude Panhandler,” 
usual 
haunts around the theatrical dis- 
He has been 
delivered to the Workhouse on Wel- 


the 16 other 
names he has used in the last 15 


William Cox, mendicant squad, at 
50th street and 6th avenue, charged 


he saw him approach several peo- 


After viewing the record, one of 


tenced to two years In Leavenworth 


the bail the District Attorney be- | 
Arnstein | 


Broadway’s only woman theatre 
manager, overseeing a 730 - seat 
house, has evolved a unique psy- 
chology from the 19 years she has 
spent down on 34th street. 

Ferced to take care of her three 
children when widowed a score of 


years ago, Mrs. M. Browning first 
entered the Savoy theatre as a $6- 
a-week usher. Early she got io 
know the habits of the queers 
which infested that neighborhood 
before stocking booths rented at 10 
grand a year. They're a*small but 
still important part of the audience 
today. 

There isn’t a_ situation Mrs. 


Browning can’t meet, because she’s 
been up against all of them. How 
does she handle a drunk? How does 
she treat a pansy? How oes she 
determine the veracity of a woman 
patron's complaint against a masher? 
And what about the managing busi- 


ness? Why aren’t there more 
women holding such jobs? 
Well, it’s thjs way, and Mrs, 
Browning doesn’t use apostrophes: 
On the stew biz. Not so many 
now. But she can recall the time 
when, in aiding the inebriate out 


Into the aisle, she more than once 


rolied with him down into. the 
orchestra pit. 
In Action 
“A woman can handle a drunk 


much better than a man,” she de- 
clares. “I never send any of my 
male help on such cases. I just go 
down and humor him into coming 
back to the door with me.” 

teporter had a chance to see Mrs. 
Browning in action. A gert was 
complaining to a new girl usher 
about something when the head of 
the hovse put in a query. M 
claimed he had been approache 
and wanted the usherette to put the 
naughty boy out. _ 

“You'll do nothing of the sort,” 
said the manageress. Turning to 
the man, she interrogated: 

“How do you know the boy didn't 
jostle you accidentally?” And that 
was that, as the complainant, wasn’t 
certain, 

“I have to keep on my toes all of 
the time, though,”- Mrs. Browning 
said later. “When I get a complaint 
like that I do -y ewn investigat- 
ing. I'll watch that suspect until 
he leaves the house. If he moyes 
around, I know there’s something 
wrong. You can always tell. I've 
even followed some of them up to 
the balcony.” 

Judgment 


Mrs. Browning is all sympathy 
for the average masher until he is 
preven guilty. “Just one mistake 
and you libel the house. You know, 
I've sat in some of those seats and 
I know how tiresome it gets, this 
holding your legs straight out in 
front of you. It’s natural for the 
average patron to cross and squirm 
occasionally. If it’s a man, and the 
male is usually the most restless, 
his legs are longer and naturally 
he’s going to touch the person site 
ting next to him. 

“Well, when the woman -.he 
touches comes to me, and she does 
far more often than anyone would 
believe, I insist that she identify 
the man to his face and give me 


will make a move. No, I don’t have 
to call the police. Probably haven't 
more than a half dozen times as 
long as I’ve been here.” 

As to a woman managing a the- 
atre, Mrs. Browning is naturally 
proud. But she is just as practical, 
A tour through the Savoy will find 
a house as spotless as a suburban 
home. Everything had ‘been reno< 
vated during the past six months, 
she said, the Walter Read interests 
spending $102,000 on the improve- 
ments. Mrs. Browning, as neat as 
her theatre, and more like a hostess 
in a class tea resort, has her own 
little version of the theatre. 

Patrons Confide 

“We've got such a nice ladies* 
room that some of the girls stay 
there for hours. A lot of wome@ 
who come in ask me how they can 
get a job like mine. They think it’s 
fun watching pictures and stand- 
ing around. But watching those re- 
ceipts, knowing what to do when 
there’s a fight on your hands, and 
protecting your people when there 
is danger of fire—that’s wher you 
have to keep your head—and that’g 
what most women can’t do.” 

Incidentally, Mrs, Browning is re- 
| sponsible for the Savoy from 8:30 
a. m. until 11:30 p. m. That's her 
routine seven days a week. But she 
likes it. And the folks who drop 
jin like her. Those who come twice 
| confide in her. Women tell her their 
domestic troubles, 
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TIMES SQUARE—SPORTS 


Wednesday, January 18, 1030 








Broadway Chatter 





“Nelda Kincaid’s on the air. 

Lewis Warner, Witmark exec, 
%asking in Pinehurst, N. C. 

Jack Hartley shot his wolfskin 
coat after it bit an urchin. 

Some stagehands with hit shows 





are embracing canes and spats. 

No Edgar Allan Woolf beans 
around for a long while. 

Alden Chase goes to Newfound- 
land to make a picture, Jan. 18. 

Henry H. Dagand booked Cheva- | 
lier for broadcasting. 

Medronna and Donna at the Club 
Richman. 

Adrienne Cohen never misses 
mass 

They mustn’t wear shoes in Tom | 


Davin’s house, 

Dave Cantor authoring a play on 
newspapermen. 

Jack Devine’s gone back to Glo- 
versville to stay. 

Mae Mary Grady 
nette. 

Anta Pam, known as a nifty tap- 


will stay bru- 


per, may land in the new White 
show. 

A dance school in Times Square | 
has a sign reading,“‘Radio Tapping | 
Taught.” 

Sign on an uptown moving pic- 
ture house marquis: “C. Rogers 
Halfway to Heaven.” 


Jed Harris checked his beard com- 
plex abroad. Now sans the fuzz 
and going heavy on debonair. 

The Fifi Dorsay, featured in Fox 
pictures, is the Fifi who appeared 
in the late Ed Gallagher's act. 

Jack Benny, while at the Palace, 
kept place with Frisco as the mob 
jester. 

Mrs. and 


Lee, mother of Jane 





Katherine, contemplating a _ tea) 
room. 

Reynolds Sisters 
tween “Heads Up” 
lant’s. 


Leo Cohen of the Loew vaude 


(2) doubling be- 
and Barney Gal- 





booking office writing a scenario, 
he alleges. 

Ottilie Amend in charge of play 
reading department of Margaret | 
iChristie, Inc. | 

After three a. m. most of Broad- 
way’s beauts can be found at the | 
iChez Florence. 

Jimmy Carr and band move into | 
|the Silver Slipper Jan, 27, replacing | 
'Ben Pollack and his crew. 

Herman Shumlin, legit producer, 
has flagged the lip toupe, and looks 
10 years younger. 

Kay Trenholm has taken a few 


weeks’ leave from her job as radio 
editor of “The Sun.” Expectant. 
Bill Pierce and staff had a pos- 
sum dinner in Harlem Sat nite. 
How that bunch can cook and eat 





possum. 

Censors have ruled the new 
parody title on “I Kiss Your Hand, 
Madame” out of the nightly talk 
material in Dave’s Blue Room, 

Chicago Keith men in New York 
this week for acts are Max Richards 
and Danny Graham, agents, and 


Dick Bergen, booker, 

Peggy Doherty vamped the floor 
show at the Mayfair, claiming lack 
of acoustics too much of a strain 
on her voice. 

Pit men in most Broadway mu- 
sicals are going for soft, instead of 
stiff collars with their tuxes at the 
evening shows. No squawks yet. 

Give Charlie Morrison and Jess 
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A THEATRE GUILD PRODUCTION 


By S. N. BEHRMAN 
Thea., 62d St., W. of B’ 
GUILD Evs.8:50. Mte‘Thure Sat..2:40 


GRACE GEORGE 


in the St, John Ervine comedy 








WARNER BROS, 1 
VITAPHONE HITS” 
JOHN 


BARRYMORE 


In His First Talking Picture 


“GENERAL CRACK” 


Warner Bros. Thea, | Daily, 2:45, 8:45 
B’way & 52d St. | Sun., 3, 6, 8:46 


GEORGE ARLISS 











Cute 





Miami Beach, Jan. 14. 

Just when it looked like the 
airports here were due for a 
business depression somebody 
thought up the hot idea of hy- 
droplaning to cocktail and tea 
parties in Nassau, Palm Beach 
and other points distant. 

Curtis and Viking flying 
services assert these parties 
are attended nearly every aft- 


ernoon by society women of 
Miami and Miama Beach. Wife | 
of a multi-millionaire paid 
$225 for an air trip to a tea 
party on the island, and the 


same afternoon a debutante 
doled out $110 for plane trans- 
portation to a shindig. A third 
wealthy woman paid $160 to be 
whisked to a cocktail party 
several hundred miles away. 
One supposedly smart stunt 
is to call a friend via“‘long dis- 
tance and say you'll be right 


|her mother’s pal. 


= 
under which was the name and 
snooty address of the sender. 

Harry Akst returned the card 
after writing on it: “What is wrong 


with this picture?” 


Billy Montgomery, survivor of 
Bill Morrissey’s “Hoboken Hoboes,” 
grabbed $15 at a Manhattan speak 
in throw money and hiked back to 
Hoboken where coin talks louder. 


It was formerly little Babe Hoey. 
Since she has become a Broadway 
show principal it’s Evelyn Hoey. 
The former Minneapolis girl is still 
She reached N. 
Y. via vaude. 

Electric sign atop the Park Cen- 
tral attracted attention when all 
letters except A and R were dark. 
The lighted ones were the initials of 
Arnold Rothstein, whose murder in 
the hotel remains unsolved. 

A well known ticket broker 
ducked for Florida last week. He 
was asked why he went so early 
this season and replied: “Economy 
—cheaper to live in Miami than 
stand for touches on, Broadway.” 





over. Then hop into a plane 
and amaze the friend. 
Cute if you can afford it. 











Freeman a drink, top hat and cane 
(one of each for both) and they’ll 
do a great song and dance. 

Mrs. Bill Seeman (Phylis Haver) 


has gone to Pinehurst, N. C., for a 
couple of weeks. One of those New 
York coughs. 

Louis Cohen, among the railroads’ 
best customers, is again away for 
Universal, west, for a couple of 
weeks. 

Anne Morgan lost a $1,500 fur 
coat. They nabbed the girl who had 
left it at a furrier’s to have it short- 
ened. 

Since Sid Skolsky took over the 
Daily News Broadway column Main 
Stem night clubs have installed high 
chairs. 


At certain free cover joints along 
the Main Stem you can’t buy liquor 
direct, but can be directed without 
leaving your table. 


Beth Brown, the novelist, tells 
how to get a mink coat: “Bore a 
hole in the ice and knock ’em on 
the head with a certified check.” 


Estranged wife of a vaude man 
netted $25 in a business deal 
around Xmas, Sent the husband 
$75 in haberdashery and received a 
check for $100 in return, 


Before Morton Downey departed 
for the coast he took time off to 
remark there is no presently con- 
templated blessed event for his 
family. 








“FIRST MRS. FRASER” 


with A. E. MATTHEWS 
and Lawrence Grossmith 


PLAYHOUSE 48th St., E. of B’way. Eves. 

8:40. Mts. Wed. & Sat., 2:30 

Kenneth MacGowan and Joseph Werner 
Reed present 


BASIL SYDNEY and 
MARY ELLIS in 


CHILDREN OF DARKNESS 


y Edwin ear Mager 
f B’y Evs. 


BILTMORE? M6, Mts. Wed. & Sat, 2:40 
BELASCO fits. Sst. “‘tna inure 3:40 


It's a Wise Child 


- A New Comedy by Laurence E. Johnson 














Theatre, W. 45th St. Eves. 8:50 
Mats, Wed., Thurs, & Sat, 2:30 


Dir. A. L. Erlanger 
Brock Pemberton Presents 


Strictly Dishonorable 


Comedy Hit by Preston Sturges 
Staged by Anteinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 


AVON 














2ND YEAR _IN 
NEW YORK CITY 


STREET SCENE 


has moved 
from the PLAYHOUSE 
TO ANOTHER THEATRE 
For farther information 
see daily papers 
This cyclone of LAFFS 
1 ROARS into a 2nd week 


Contin. Warner Bros. Bklyn. 


Q] Pertorm. TRAN 


ANETTE 


Opening Friday at Strand Prices 
“SHOW OF SHOWS” 









“DISRAELI” 


Central Theatre | Daily, 2:45, 8:46 
B’way & 47th St. | Sun., 3, 6, 8:46 














Willlam HAINES in 


Riotous All Talking Comedy 


NAVY BLUES 


STAGE SHOW 
Leon Navara—Bunchuk, Orch. 


APITOL 
THEATRES 


(0 Lets Go 


Bway 
5ist St. 















January “Good Times” Jubilee 
BWAY6 47% 

KEITH'S RAM 
00 





Biggest Comedy Show in New York 


CLAYTON, JACKSON & DURANTE 
Helen SHIPMAN & Neville FLEESON 
CHINESE WHOOPEE REVUE 
and KEN MURRAY 


RIVERSIDE? “33 
ae: 40 


NEW POLICY—NEW PRICES 


New Show Saturday and Wednesday 

Weseestey to Ai ae January 15 1 
WM. SEABURY & CO.—TOTO 
Harry H aes — Acts 

} egy Me 

Albert Spalding, eugian t Stanbury 








mndcrons Ey SB inS Tf Ss 
e 
Wednesday to Friday, January 15 te 17 


AVE. 
ESTELLE TAYLOR >5!hson 
tax “THE RACKETEER” 


with ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
Cex 


R- panctrs raocions &3 GINS T, re 


viguee “ a we 15 } - 
her 
H AL PERIN w iL. L a AMS | RKO Acts 


Atk, “THE RACKETEER” 


TALK 
with ROBERT ARMSTRONG 














50th St. & 7th Ave. Dir. 
R O xX S& LL. Rothafel (ROAY, 


William Fox Presents 


“HOT FOR PARIS” 
with VICTOR McLAGLEN 
FIFI DORSAY EL BRENDEL 


All Talking Fox Movietone Comedy 
Hit. Directed by Raoul Walsh 


New York’s Finest Stage Show 


Pa DP tnt Ra 





| FOOTBALL REDEEMING BONDS 


Minneapolis, Jan. 14. 

Footbali has been such a big 
money maker at the University of 
Minnesota that the institution now 
is able to take from its earnings 
$130,000 to redeem bonds of that 
amount five years in advance of the 
time they are due. 





Blue Room Dave has gone de- 
bonair, substituting tux and every- 
thing after dark rather than the 
former white apron stuff at his 
eatery. 


Auto show visitors, most with 
coin and on the loose spending 
last week in the Times Square 
speaks. Hotel clerks recommend- 
ing joints in on the cut. 


Lee Posner broadcasts he’s of- 
fering a self-winding wrist watch 
to B’way columnist who can write 
a full column without contributions 
by May 1, 

According to Ford salesmen, the 
gals are giving the new designs 
more attention. P’rhaps the stock 
crash responsible for the switch from 
RR’s to Fords. 

Acker, Merrall and Condit opened 
a tea room in the new Hollywood 
(Warners) theatre building last 
week. Boxes of peppermint as 
souvenirs. 

More novelty compacts sold to 
wimmin and flaps in New York than 
in any other city in the U. S. Be- 
cause there are more wimmin in 
New York, 

Matt Rooney has temporarily mis- 
laid his inventing complex to delve 
into the intricacies of psychology. 
Matt’s soap holder never got an 
even break, but he still has hopes. 

‘Vivian Tobin. Hung Raymond 
Guin in lobby of the Morosco Sat- 
urday.” No casualties, merely the 
unveiling of Ray, juvenile of “Young 
Sinners,” in oil over the box office. 

Steerers for specs are now wear- 
ing spats and white collars to fool 
the coppers, Figure the pseudo 
swank stuff makes them look like 
onl See chumps. 

The George S. Kaufmans have 
taken a leage on the house in the 
East Sixties owned by Peggy Joyce. 
Walter Lippmann, the 
writer, had been living in it. 

Jack White is coasting with his 
wife. Wants to see how that Cali- 
fornian sun affects the Pacific tides. 
Al Shayne is kidding the Chateau 





Tina Meller, Spanish dancer, re- 
ceives $1,500 weekly for appearing 
at the Central Park Casino. She 
is also in the English show at the 
Selwyn. 

A song writer, proud of his Park 
Avenue apartment sent out Christ- 
mas cards showing a green door 








editorial 


coveur givers-up while Jack’s away. | 


Mankie Mankiewicz is in New 

York and may stick for a while. 
Walter Wanger wants the writer at 
the Par L. I. studios. On the coast 
Mankie is likewise Par attached, 
but unattached otherwise. 
When George M. Cohan 
rambling” left the Fulton, last 
Saturday, his private club went 
with him. His dressing room was 
both an office and a little branch of 
the Friars. 
Wedding bells for Frances De- 
Lacy, of Carroll’s “Sketch Book,” if 
an engagement sparkler means any- 
thing. The favored boy is the au- 
burn-haired member of the Four 
Diamonds. 

Bill Demarest, actor, is unique as 
a new producer. He and Bernard 
Lohmuller put on “Woof Woof,” 
but Bill has never seen the show. 
It’s at the Royale. He is playing 
in “Sketch Book,” opposition mu- 


and his 


sical. 
Meyer Gerson is receiving so 
many squowks from _ celebrities 


whose names are not on the murals 
of his new restaurant that he is 
going to install two Palace theatre 
annunciators to bill transient 
celebs. 

Al Trahan will supervise official 
affairs of Royal Order of Cut 
Throats from the road until May. 
Newest officer is Joe Frieberg, of 
the Somerset, with the title Keeper 
of the Royal Fumbles created for 
him, 

George Bancroft, considered by 
many the strongest drawing card 
on the screen or stage, in the U. S. 
and elsewhere. formerly appeared 
in a two-man talking act in vaude- 
ville at $175 a week. The turn was 
known as Bancroft and Broskie, 
booked by Max Hart. Bancroft did 
straight. 

Arthur Ashiey reports a theatri- 
cal agent in one of the Times Square 
buildings who runs a gambling busi- 
ness on the side. When asked if 
the racket didn’t interfere with his 
regular trade he replied: “No, I 
do all my theatrical business in the 
elevators.” 

In a 47th street restaurant the 
other night a girl received a two- 
pound box of candy from a. bird 
who tossed a bottle of water at 
someone elge and spilled a little on 
the lady. Almost got two boxes 
when claiming she was wearing her 
sister’s dress. 

’Tis reported Sam Marx of WMCA 
and Walter Winchell have reached 
a parting of the ways. Said to be 
professional jealousy on Winchell’s 
part because Marx fed some main 
stem chatter to another daily 
squibbler. 

Since Evelyn Laye and Jessie 
Matthews have been in New York 
with their respective English shows, 
they haven’t met. But it’s possible. 
One night last week Charlie Coch- 
ran took Miss Laye out after the 
show and the next night Miss Mat- 
thews. He’s their manager. Also 
the manager for Sonnie Hale. 

Harry Reichenbach will be guest 

of honor and toastmaster at his 
own dinner tonight (Wednesday) 
in Gerson’s Grill in the Hotel 
Somerset. Basil Gearson will pick up 
the check. Basil, previously known 
as Myer Gerson, wanted to pick a 
mugg for the head of the table. 
Charlie Morrison told him Harry 
looked hungry. Myer became Basil 
because Joe Figel claims the Hotel 
| Somerset is classy. 
A survey to be published short'y 
| will show it’s cheaper to take out 
the average show girl than a home 
girl from the Bronx. Inside rumor 
that the real clincher for the show 
| gal is the Bronxette’s cab fare 
home—$2.50, minimum, from Times 
Square, if you send her home alone 
and double if you go with her and 
return, There’s always a chance 
that if you send her solo and hand 
her the fare, she'll get‘out at 59th 
and for a nickel subway the rest 
of the way, netting $2 on the eve- 
ning. 





PAULINO BEATS PORAT 
TO HEAVY ATTENDANCE 


By JACK PULASKI 

Garden was nearly capacity Fri- 
day night. Maybe it was the chilly 
night or perhaps the pop scale in- 
stalled again. Might have been the 
heavyweight card, topped by 
Paulino Uzcudun, the Spanish tree- 
felling demon, who decisively de- 
feated Otto Von Porat, the Norse- 
man from Chicago. 

Some at ringside got the idea 
that the solemn visaged Porat was 
not trying his best. From the exe 
hibition he put up, Otto just didn’t 
know what to do with Uzie who 
gave the lanky one a bad beating 
on the body. 

Von Porat has the rep of being 
a front runner. Around Chicago 
they think him a world-beater. In- 
variably in New York he shows 
little, resembling a paluka as he 
did against Uzie. The men fought 
before, the spig getting the de- 
cision. Since then Uzie has been 
licked and dope was that he was 
sort of washed up: Yet the odds 
changed to his favor before the 
fight, the price being seven to five. 

Looked like Uzcudun won every 
round after the first. Porat started 
out as though he was going to fell 
the woodsman. He clipped him in 
pretty style and Uzie’s schnozzle 
started. Then Billy Gibson whis- 
pered into Paulie’s caulied ear, 
After that it was different. 

Look Out Above 

Invariably Uzie would tie up 
Porat in the clinches whith the 
fight principally consisted of—a 
mauling match. With his advan- 
tage in reach and reputed punching 
power, Porat seemed lacking in the 
upper story. He permitted Uzie to 
come to him, rarely attempting to 
counter, but generally held his right 
mit over his lantern jaw. Otto 
probably remembered having been 
dropped in their first meeting. 

Uzcudun’s win over Von Porat is 
another boost for Max Schmeling 
who easily beat the Spaniard last 
spring. Otto recently met Phil 
Scott, who claimed a foul and won. 
They will put him up against 
Sharkey in Miami next month be- 
cause of the Porat affair. Looks 
all the more a fact that the best 
heavies today are Sharkey and 
Schmeling, who meet next summer. 


Veteran Loses 


The semi-final was a bitter battle 
between Marty Gallagher of Wash- 
ington and Johnny Grosso, the vet- 
eran of Mt. Vernon, the former 
getting the decision. Grosso went 
into the lead the first three or 
four rounds. Then the hardier and 
younger Gallagher started climbing. 

Marty hurt Johnny with left 
hooks to the body and right smashes 
to the jaw, but Grosso is the kind 
of fellow who fights the harder 
when hurt. Therefore Gallagher 
got plenty of punishment himself. 

Grosso’s battling in the last two 
rounds made it look close and the 
fans razzed the judges. Quiet was 
not restored until Carnera, the 
Venetian giant, climbed through 
the ropes with the satchels he wears 
for shoes. Vittorio Campolo, the 
Argentine, who is no cupid himself, 
was in the ring being introduced 
and had the laugh at Primero and 
his feet. 

The first 10 introduced Freddie 
Lenhart of Spokane and Phil Mer- 
curio, who looked good but went 
out like a light in the sixth. 


SUBLETTING SPORTS 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Charles Hall, owner of the Coli- 
seum, gets $800 from the Chicago 
Stadium for each hockey match and 
$1,000 for every day of the bike races, 
including the day in and out. 

Hall holds the original contracts 
on these two sports. 











$5,000 Band Chore 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Abe Lyman and his band will play 
in one scene in Warner Brothers’ 
“Hold Everything,” getting $5,000 
for the chore, 











A Tribute to a Cleve? Publicist 


We Wish to Acknowledge the 
Capable Services of 


George Lottman 


In Preparing Our Advertising 
Copy 


Gratefully 


Mrs. Gerson’s Grill 


150 W. 47th St., New York City 
(Palace Stage Door) 


























will 
ris she 
daugh' 
jllitera 
shock 
pose « 
ing a. 
shock 
his ow 
whole 
Whe 
lowdo\ 
a box 
by an 
half of 
trying 
Miss 
cause 
everyo 
never 
analyz 
“Fat 
born’ i 
“Mig 
the m 
He ru! 
pointe 
her. 
“Fat 
born i 
godly 
mem b 
think 
was be 
what : 
“Wh 
mug. 
“Wh 
“Oh, 
note o 
“Fat 
politic: 
time,” 
says I 
Russia 
Germa 
Inas 
the jo! 
laughe 
said. 
“Wh 
Miss |] 
countr 
tion 1 
Moses 
“Oks 
a note 
“Fat 
ice wi 
went ¢ 
ing a 
used t 
Fifth . 
ads, 
his st: 
don’t | 
“Nei 
“It’s 
it,” re] 
“Dec 
father 
Lehma 
man’s 
about | 
to Mr. 
the st 
picked 
bookin 
“Wh 
handle 
into a 
man’s 
agency 
“You’r: 
arzum 
about,’ 
going 
“Whi: 
widow 
“T de 
“The 
strugg] 
Morris. 
a batcl 
houses 
ing ag 
It wer 
Father 
withou 
always 
“Grit 
Porter. 
Fllw!” 
“Fatl 
he sta 
Miss M 
~. & 
just ab 
“Whe 
the mnt 
“He 
Miss M 
tells a 
Cards, 
“Yes, 
making 
“He | 
and lo 
about } 
manage 
friend, 
The 
their by 
“That 
“So lon 
She 1. 








= = ww 


eer a VY 


ente OBenwr Ve Ww 


'o 


t 





4 











Wednesday, January 15, 1930 


Br areas a a a se 


TIMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 61 





a—— 





Inaccurate Biographies 


William 


Morris 





By Claude Binyon 





William (Milton C. Work) Mor- 
ris should never have permitted his 
daughter to join the notorious 
illiterate of Variety. His first great 
shock came whken he read her ex- 
pose of carnival grifters, contain- 
ing a lot of lousy words. His next 
shock will come as he reads what 
his own daughter, and possibly his | 
whole family, think of him. 

When approached for a load of 
lowdown, Ruth Morris was opening 
a box of chocolates left on her desk 
by an unknown admirer—probably 
half of a hoofing duo that has been 
trying to get a showing since 1927. 
Miss Morris never. pans acts be- 
cause she thinks there’s.a place for 
everyone in this world, so she 
never has to have her chocolates 





Starting Early 





: Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Racketeers start young. 
During the heavy snows 

street gamins found it easy 
collecting dimes and nickels 
with the red lights on Michi- 
gan boulevard by jumping on 
running boards and wiping the 
snow off windshields. 














analyzed. 

“Father,” said Miss Morris, “was 
born’ in Poland.” 

“Might I call you Ruth?” asked 
the mug, letting loose a swell eye. 
He rumpled his crinkling curls and 
pointed his aquiline nose right at 
her. 

“Father,” said Miss Morris, “was 
born in Poland. It was some un- 
godly town in Poland—I don’t re- 
member how to spell it and I don’t 
think he does, either. Just say he 
was born in Poland and they'll know 
what you mean.” 

“What will I mean?” 
mug. 

“What?” asked Miss Morris. 

“Oh,” said the mug, making a 
note of it. 

“Father tells a joke about the 
political difficulties in Poland at the 
time,” continued Miss Morris. “He 
says he used to go to sleep as a 
Russian subject and wake up as a 
German subject.” 

Inasmuch as Mr. Morris had told 
the joke, Miss Morris and the mug 
laughed heartily. “Heh, heh,” they 
said. 

“When he was about seven,” said 
Miss Morris, “Father came to this 
country. By the way, don’t men- 
tion that his name used to be 
Moses or he’ll kill you.” 

“Okay,” said the reporter, making 
a note not to make a note of it. 

“Father was carrying coal and 
ice when he was 14,” Miss Morris 
went on. “Then he started solicit- 
ing ads for a trade journal. He 
used to go up in the balcony of the 
Fifth Avenue theatre and write the 
ads. He says that’s how he got 
his start in show business, but I 
don’t believe it.’ 

“Neither do I,” said the mug. 

“It’s my privilege not to believe 
it,” replied Miss Morris icily. 

“Deciding he’d like show business, 
father went to the office of George 
Lehman. He talked to Mr. Leh- 
man’s office boy and learned all 
about the business, Then he talked 
to Mr. Lehman and got the job on 
the strength of what he had just 
picked up. That’s how he started 
booking vaudeville. 

“When Mr. Lehman died, father 
handled the business. Then he got 
into an argument with Mr. Leh- 
man’s widow and started his own 
agency.” Miss Morris’ smiled. 
“You're going to ask me what the 
argument with the widow was 
about,” she hazarded, “and I’m 
going to tell you LI don’t know.” 

“What was the argument with the 
widow about?” asked the mug. 

“I don’t know,” said Miss Morris. 

“The agency was a terrible 
Struggle for father,” continued Miss 
Morris. “No sooner would he get 
a batch of houses lined-up than the 
houses would join the United Book- 
ing agency and@ leave father fiat. 
It went on that way for years. 
Father was blacklisted and left 
without theatres to book, but he 
always came back.” 

“Gritty fellow!” exclaimed the re- 
Porter. He made a note: “Grtty 
Fllw!” _ 

“Father married just about when 
he started his own agency,” said 
Miss Morris. “Then came Bill and 
I” She sighed. “I guess that’s 
just about all.” 

“What about recreation?” asked 
the mtg. “Has he no hobbies?” 

“He likes to play cards,” said 
Miss Morris, “but he’s terrible. He 
tells a joke about himself playing 
cards. Would you like to hear it?” 

“Yes,” said the reporter, not 
making a note of it. 

“He also likes to go to Saranac 
and loaf. And—oh—don't forget 
about Harry Lauder. Father's his 
manager, and he’s father’s closest 
friend, you know.” 

The chocolates turned 
their box. 

“That's all,” 
“So long kid.” 

She lammed. 


asked the 


over in 


said Miss Morris. 








MABEL KELLY FACED 
BURGLAR WITH KNIFE 


After a lively battle in the room 
of Mabel Kelly, dancer, in the Hotel 
Remington, 129 West 46th street, 
Carlos Benato, 21, Porto Rican, no 
home, was arrested on a charge of 
burglary. 

Miss Kelly had just entered her 
room on the fourth floor when she 
heard someone at the door. Turning 
she observed Benato coming into 
the room. He had a handkerchief 
across his face and a long bladed 
knife in his hand. 

He advanced towards the actress 
and muttered something she could 
not understand. Miss Kelly began 
to scream and edged towards the 
phone, knocking the receiver off the 
hook and continued screaming. 

Her cries were heard by the 
phone operator. Mark Nicholas, as- 
sistant manager, was notified. Ac- 
companied by Henry Leonard, per- 
former and guest, the manager 
hastened to the room. There they 
found Benato. 

Started Cutting 

Just before the arrival of the 
two men Benato had struck Miss 
Kelly over the head with the blunt 
end of the knife, lacerating her 
scalp and cut her in the cheek 
with the point of the knife. 

Nicholas and Leonard rushed 
towards Benato. After a stiff fight 
they subdued him. Employees lo- 
cated Detectives Levine and Mur- 
ray, Safe and Loft squad. When 
the detectives arrived they found 
Nicholas and Leonard dragging 
Benato from the elevator. 

Benato was taken back to Miss 
Kelly’s room where she identified 
him as the man who entered her 
room and assaulted her. She was 
bordering on a nervous collapse. 

Later in West Side court Benato 
said he was broke and jobless and 
wanted to get some money to buy 
some food. After Magistrate Weil 
held Benato in $10,000 bail for the 
grand jury. 


Chas. Levine Not Located, 
Default Judgment Taken 


Charles A. Levine, who has basked 
in the Broadway limelight for sev- 
eral years as the only person to fly 
the Atlantic as a passenger, was not 
so conspicuous when process servers 
tried to find him all last summer to 
serve him with papers in a suit 
against the Talkophone Picture Cor- 
poration, of 511 5th ave., of which 
he was an officer. The suit was 
brought by t.e DuPont Pathe Film 
Mfg. Corp. to recover for panchro- 
matic film sold to the Talkophone 
company, of which Harry Cahane 
was president and Johnny Walker, 
film actor, was also an officer. 

The process servers never could 
trace Walker nor Cahane. They 
hung around Levine’s home at 150 
Beach 135th street, Belle Harbor, 
L. I. When reporting they could 
never find Levine at home, secured 
an order from City Court Justice 
Hartman to serve the papers by 
leaving them in the entry way of 
the Levine home. The suit was not 
answered, and judgment for $2,254 
was entered against the corporation 
last week. 








OBLIGING GIRL DOES 
FLOP ON PUBLICITY 


Having aspirations to become a) 
screen actress and believing that! 
publicity would help her land a job, 
Pauline Stevensky, 29, stenographer, 
317 West 9$4th street, caused the 
arrest of Louis Geizler, 30, 697 West 
End avenue, on a disorderly con- 
duct charge. 


Miss Stevensky said she was 
walking along Broadway at 94th 
street when Geizler and another 
man brushed against her. One re- 
marked she looked lonesome. She 
admitted it. Geizler, she said, ask- 
ed her to take a walk and they 
accompanied her to her home. 

On the way, she said, Geizler 
pinched her arm. When she re- 


sented it, she said, Geizler turned to 
his friend, saying: “You can have 
this pig.” This irritated her and 
she began to chase Geizler. Police- 
man Stafford appeared and she de- 
manded Geizler’s arrest. 

On the way to the station house 
Miss Stevensky remarked she could 
serve a double purpose. She could 
prosecute Geizler for his offensive 
remark and at the same time re- 
ceive publicity and photographs in 
the papers. 





HOLLYWOOD TOO SMART 





Tiny Tim, vendor of inspira- 
tion candy, is back in Green- 
wich Village after three years 
in Hollywood. 

Tim, a former legit actor, is 
making the rounds again, ped- 
dling a quintet of vari-colored 
gum drops at 25 cents, label- 





FRIARS FROLIC SPECIAL 
12-DAY. TRIP TO MIAMI 


The “Friars Frolic Special” train 
will take a party of Friars and 
others to Miami on a 12-day trip 
starting Feb. 19 from the Penn sta- 
tion. The party will return to New 
York March 1, making the trip four 
days longer than last season, with 


eight days’ stop in the southern re- 














Wher she admitted to Magistrate 
Weil in West Side court that she 
was seeking publicity, he dismissed 
the complaint against Geizler. 





Wm. Foley on Probation; 
Wife Says He Kicked Her 


William Foley, who told Magis- 
trate Stern, in West Side Court, he 
was in the research department and 
an expert technician for Warner 
Brothers, was found guilty on the 
charge of assaulting his wife, Rose. 
Foley gave his address as 66 West 
84th street. The Court gave Foley 
three months, but suspended sen- 
tence pending good behavior, 

The Foleys have two boys. He is 
said to have been paying his wife 
$23 a week, ordered by the family 
court. Foley, according to the pro- 
bation officer, received as high ag 
$400 a week as salary. 
Mrs, Foley charged that her hus- 
band kicked her. Foley denied it. 


SPEAKEASY CRUSADE 


N. Y.’s D. A. Acting in Concert With 
. Prohibition Director 





District Attorney Crain has in- 
structed his assistants located in 
the various magistrate courts in 
Manhattan to prosecute any com- 
plaint they might receive from pro- 
hibition agents working under Di- 
rector Maurice C. Campbell. The 
deputies have been instructed to 
proceed under the section of the law 
relating to the maintaining of public 
nuisances. 

Saturday Mr. Crain received a let- 
ter from Mr. Campbell stating in 
substance that his officers have pos- 
itive evidence against certain places 
which would result in conviction 
under the nuisance law. He offered 
to submit the names of these places 
and the owner to the District Attor- 
ney for submission to the grand 
jury. 





“Pleasure Man” People 
Ordered to Trial Feb. 3 


The trial of Mae West and 57 
other defendants, for playing “The 
Pleasure Man,” was tentatively set 
for Feb. 3 by Judge Charles C. Nott 
in General Sessions Monday. 

Miss West is accused in two 
counts in the indictment, one for 
participating in an alleged indecent 
show, and the other for maintain- 
ing a public nuisance, Her co-de- 
fendants are charged with having 
taken part in the play. Miss West 
is under $1,000 bail while the others 
are under $500 bail each. 


When the case was called for 





YELLOW RITZ FLOPS 

Classy chowmeineries have 
proven a bust in Greenwich Village. 

Several of the uptown syndicates 
behind Chinese spots had figured the 
Village a fertile spot for a setup and 
high prices. Futuristic tea gardens 
with philosophy students as man- 
agers scared muggs away. 





Fuller Mellish, on a recent trip 
to the coast, bumped into Arthur | 
Caesar. Windup was an invite for 


Mellish to the Caesar Acropolis. 
He arrived at the homestead, 
ped with anticipatory joy on the 
Caesar door which suddenly opened 
to reveal the master—as 15 Philip- 
pino servants nosedived through the 
windows. Mellish may still be run- 
ning. 


rap- | 


for 
re- 
his 


jtrial Monday, Nathan Burkan, 
the defendants, stated it would 
'quire a month or two to gather 
| clients. 

| The defendants were indicted 
| Oct. 5, 1928, following a raid by the 
| police on the Biltmore theatre while 
lithe show was in progress. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 


| Mae West pulled out of here with 
55 members of the “Diamond Lil’ 
| cast immediately after the show 
Saturday for New York. Show is 
scheduled to reopen in Jackson 


| Heights, L. 
! 

} Hallie Stiles, new opera star, has 
|a husband who, when introduced, 
says: 
, Few know his right moniker. 


I, Jan. 20. 





ing them soul candy. Tim 

says the Hollywood mob 

smarted up on him too soon, 

but the Village is different. | 

Ch tt L 

Texas Guinan 1s leading the 
bunch in hotel bills in the Loop. 
Last week’s at the Sherman went 


over a grand, with $100 marked for 
postage stamps and 300 odd for 
Christmas cards. 

Femmes turned out in big num- 
bers to watch a basketball game 
between long whiskered House of 
David gang and bunch of girls 
known as “Taylor Trunks.” Freak 
game rolled up big attendance. 


Auditors have discovered the 
crepe bill at the City Hall greater 
than the janitor bill. Each time 
anyone dies in the City Hall it 
goes in for the black and purple 
with always, according to bills, new 
crepe. 

Ledova got a bid from the Chi 
Opera. She used to ballet there 
while her mother looked after the 


wardrobe. 

Aaron Jones has gone Florida. 

Ed Wappler spends a lot of his 
time persuading performers at the 
Blackstone to hold that pose while 
he smears some paint on a piece 
of canvas. 

Jules Greengard ran out of phone 
books when all the Rose’s midgets 
ate in the Green Grill. 

Frank Bering is teaching his 
tricky horse new stunts to try the 
beast in vaude. Charles McMurran 
is the teacher. 

Universal exchange is going .o 
toss a dinner for Gen. Sales Mer. 
Van Praag Saturday. 

Carol Frink, film critic of the 
“Herald-Examiner,” is back at her 
desk, having laid off while two 
cracked ribs got together, 

zirls working for one of the 
ticket agencies have petitioned for 
time off to see the shows, arguing 
they can sell better if they know 
what they’re selling. 


Book on ‘Josephine’ Called 
Salacious by Vice Snooper 


“Josephine the Great Lover,” 
novel by E. P. Nezelof, of Napo- 
leon’s first wife, was the cause of 
a summons issued in West Side 
Court by Magistrate Richard F, Mc- 
Kiniry for the Liveright Company, 
book dealer, 61 West 48th street. 

The summons was obtained by 
John S. Sumner, secretary of the 
N. Y. Vice Society; Henry Van 
Veen, of the law firm of Arthur 
Garfield Hays, appeared in West 
Side Court to answer the summons. 

An adjournment was to be taken 
by Van Veen when Sumner asked 
Magistrate Edward Weil if the 
booksellers would destroy what 
copies they had, together with the 
plates, he (Sumner) would consent 
to a withdrawal of the summons. 

“But I would like to be présent 
when the books and plate are de- 
stroyed” added Sumner. Van Veen 
replied Liveright’s firm would do 
his bidding but “I will not concede 
the book is salacious,” said Van 
Veen. There was no reply. ‘ 

Many copies of the book has been 
sold said Van Veen. The book sold 
for $7, he said. It was in French 
but has been translated into Eng- 
lish. 

“The book was considered a ‘dud.’ 
I understand that a woman in Chi- 
cago wrote Mr. Sumner and com- 
plained of the book,” said Van Veen. 
The attorney stated to the court 
that the book contained only his- 
torical data. Sumner, it is said, pur- 
chased a book from Liveright’s 
shipping department. 








Fox Testing Choristers 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 








Studio hopes to find 


worthy of leads. 


Tightening B. F. Okays 


Hostesses okaying boy friends for| tg go out to strut their stuff. 


credit in Greenwich take 
joints must 


check bounces, under a new ruling. 


Village 


Too many okays on liberal tippers| speakeasy fad is 
“I’m Hallie Stile’s husband.’ | by the gal entertainers, and no re- |! 


dress when the mugg didn’t pay. 


stand the gaff if the| 


sort. 
A benefit performance will be held 
Feb. 26 at 


proceeds to go to 


the Olympia, the total 


the club. Last 


season when the Friars party went 


to Miami the Sharkey-Stribling 


fight was supposed to be the main 
attraction, though the Frolic netted 
the Friars more than $9,000. This 
year the show will take place the 
evening before the Sharkey-Strib- 
ling match. 

Rehearsals for the show will be 
held on the strand in front of the 
Roney Plaza hotel, Miami Beach. 
A full orchestra will be taken along, 
with dancing and pictures nightly 
on the train. Motion pictures of the 
trip will be made by Joe Seiden. 

Fred Block is in charge of the 
Friars Miami jaunt, as last season, 
Joe Glick will be business manager; 

tenny Holzman, publicity at the 
resort; Rube Bernstein stage man- 
auger, and Si Goodfriend in advance. 

Reservations are not closed to 
club members, some of whom will 
be accompanied by their wives. The 
special will be parked within three 
biocks of the new 50,000-seat arena 
where the fight will be held. Car 
eqyuipment will be a club and bag- 
gage car, two diners and five com- 
bination drawing room and com- 
partment cars in addition to regu- 
Ilstion Pullmans. 


INDIE SUICIDE 


(Continued from Page 1) 


meant the loss of his small margin 
of profit for Some time to come. 

Several weeks later the front of 
the theatre was shattered by a bomb 
tossed from an automobile. Com- 
bined with the worry of operating 
at a loss, the shock broke Palmer’s 
health. But he supervised the sec- 
ond reconstruction of the theatre 
and reopened once more. There 
were intervals when his health was 
so poor he was unable to visit the 
theatre, Mrs. Palmer doing every- 
thing but run the projection ma- 
chine. Then a stench bomb was 
hurled in the house. It made bad 
business worse. 

Palmer, ill and discouraged, sat 
at his desk and wrote checks cov- 
ering his film exchange bills, Ameng 
them was one for “Revenge,” the 
film which had burned in his pro- 
jection machine. With his bills 
paid, he took a revolver from his 
desk and killed himself, 

Mrs. Palmer accused local police 
of refusing to co-operate in finding 
the departed operator and “tracing 
racketeering to its proper source.” 
She stated her husband’s death was 
murder chargeable to weak-kneed 
police action. 

Exchange officials have been more 
than kind to Mrs. Palmer.. So, also, 
has the neighborhood rallied to her 
support. 

And despite advice to the con- 
trary, Mrs. Valmer is reopening the 
little Ideal. 


SPEAKEASIES SPREADING 


(Continued from Page 1) 
dress. Almost everybody has got- 
ten into the habit of Jrinking rather 
heavily. Toting a bottle to a nite 
club is not an attractive outlook. 

While people have grown more 
interested and fastidious about 
drinking, “heir craze for dancing 
has diminished. An occasional eve- 
ning of dancing suffices, but speak- 
easies become a pleasant habit, it 
| seems. 
| One can slide into a speak with- 
|out preparation. There is the con- 




















Some 32 Fox girls under contract | genial yet semi-forbidden atmos- 
|for a year as chorines are to be! phere 
tested before the camera and mike.! crave. It 


seem to now 
the place of 


that people 


has taken 


materia} the nite club excitement, 


The younger generation leads all 


|} the rest. They would much rather 
drink than dance or watch a floor 
| show, Now and then only they like 


Ina 
|number of the best speaks there is 
some entertainment. 

An addict to the comfortable 
quickly made, 
when anything else seems an ef- 
j fort. 
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Uncommon Chatter 


By Ruth 


Morris 





Palace Laugh Revel 

Laughter is headlining the Palace 
bill this week, with Ken Murray and 
his hoodlums finishing the first half 
with what is known as a bang. 
Along toward the end of the bill, 
when the audience is worn out with 
lots of show, come Clayton, Jack- 
son and Durante, providing a new} 





spasm of merriment that is almost | 
painful. They have perfected their | 
Wood number to a very fine—one | 
might even say, “specialized’— | 


point of production. 

Annie Bohm is featured with the] 
Snozzles. She never appears, so| 
it’s hard to say what she might be | 
wearing, but it’s pretty certain that | 





she would have lots of chic and 
dash. 
The remaining acts round out 


nice entertainment, with the Chi- 
nese Whoopee Revue setting a fast 
pace. There have been other Chi- 
nese acts, but none can touch this 
one for speed and pleasant comedy. 
Wearing gorgeous Chinese silks and 
embroideries that create constantly 
fnteresting pictures, the troupe 
noively presents numbers in typical | 
American style and is grand fun. One| 
particularly knockout costume has | 
all-over embroidery on a robe of 
white rabbit. 

Corinne Tilton returns to the 
Palace with the same material and 
costumes that are mainly comedy 
effects, making a lack of style un- 
important. A straight costumé, 
worn for opening song, uses pink 
moire prettily, with petaled tulle 
creating fashionable length. 

The lyrics that were formerly 
described by Neville Fleeson as be- 
ing “written to suit Grace Hayes” 
are now being sung by a new part- 
ner, Helen Shipman. This is a lit- 
tle unfortunate, as Miss Shipman 
works too closely’ te Grace Hayes’ 
style without possessing any of her 
finesse and suave delivery. She 
looks stunning in a succession of 
gowns made trickily to permit on- 
stage changes. Her last costume 
is a smart black velwet worn with 
two gorgeously long and silvered 
foxes. One heart in the audience 
actually bled when, at the end of 
the act that stunning fur-piece was 
left on the piano, awaiting the ten- 
der mercies of stagehands. 











Glorified for Dough 


The American girl, having been 
glorified by Mr. Ziegfeld and facial 
cream endorsements, is now being 
celebrated in Paramount’s latest, 
“Glorifying the American Girl.” The 
drawing power of the title alone 
should glorify box offices. 

The film shows, in cleverly tricked 
shots, an army of girls crossing the 
cd@ntinent to the theatrical mecca 
of America—dropping their wheat- 
‘cake griddles, typewriters and choir 
vestments to emerge in footlight 
splendor. Its technicolor scenes 
are not only lavish but beautiful, 
giving the picture the rich Ziegfeld 
touch. 

Mary Eaton is disappointing as 
the lead. She sings well and per- 
forms conscientiously, but her most 
important contribution is her 
charming dancing. Olive Shea 
registers more convincingly in a 
minor role, stuck in by the pro- 
ducers to make all the little sales- 
girls and typists who watch the pic- 
ture happy and not discontented 
with their lot. 

For the script takes an unusual 
turn; the leading man and lady do 
not attain happiness ever after. 
Mary Eaton gains stardom, but 
loses her hero to a less dazzling 
home-girl who comments at the 
end of the film that she is not glori- 
fied “but awfully happy,”—which 
may or may not please the flappers 
who picture themselves as proto- 
types of the scintillating heroine 
and nurse secret dreams of some 
day being glorified. 








Clothes Make the Woman 


Clothes are sometimes a great 
help to scenarists. Many feet of 
explanatory dialog may be elimi- 
nated if the pure woman in the film 
can be dressed to look unmistakably 
pure, and the bad woman to look 
unmistakably bad. Picture audi- 
ences, brought up on these devices, 
can get hep to the situation imme- 
diately and there is no confusion 
regarding the standing of the char- 
acters. 

This type of short-cut has been 
used .in the costuming of “The 
Mighty,” the latest film in which 
George Bancroft airs his smile and 
gangster personality. T..ere can be 
no doubt of the fact that Esther 
Ralston plays a iady—her costumes 


are that unattractive. They are 
made of soft materials that hang 
on, rather than describe, the figure. 


Only a noble person would wear 
them. 

Dorothy Revier, on the other 
hand, is immediately damned by 





the frocks she wears. She is at once 
stamped as the gangster’s gal who 
treads the scarlet path wearing 
white fox scarfs, gaudy hand-bags 
and choosing nothing but shiny 
silks to advertise the contours of | 
her anatomy. | 

She runs so true to form that she 
appears for her big scene in a} 
tizhtly molded dress of black and| 
white satin (always a symbol of | 
cinema sin) with inserted white sat- 
in vestee that clings in a most un-| 
lady-like manner. Even the most | 
unimaginative person in the audi- | 
ence will know at a glance that 
she’s a bad ene. 


Things for North and South 

Shops about town are chiefly con- 
cerned at-the moment with people 
who are going somewhere—north, 
south or the Beaux Arts Ball. 

The winter things are dashing | 
enough to provide impetus to hop 
a train to Lake Placid and points 
north. If one must freeze, it would 
be a comfort to do it in anything as 
cute as the Dutch Skiing costume of 
Jane Regny. It is of dark garbardine 
with slightly flaring trou caught in 
at the ankle and a waist-length 
double brested jacket. Other imports 
show a decided attempt to get away 
from trite, unimaginative 





| fetching. 


| cape-sleeves, 


|shrink to nothing. No matter how 





and Russian blouses and krimmer 
hats to create interest. 

Schiaperelli has fashioned one of 
the giddiest ensembles out of pastel 
pink leather, describing short 
knickers and tuck-in zipper blouses. 
Black wool provides a strong con- 
trast in cap, stockings and gloves. 
Schiaperelli has another unusual 
effect in succession of sweaters 
worn with the same costtme—each 
one with neckline cut a little lower 
than the last to show the different 
color of the one worn beneath. 
Effect is of a rainbow and extremely 
The top sweater has a 
hood and scarf attachment. and, as 
another interesting item, a long | 
scarf can be made into a jacket by | 
the use of zipper fastenings. 

Summer stuff for the Florida- 





theatrical journalism, 


their confidence respected. 


hurts of the lovelorn. 
Miss Revell, who has spent 





bound is grand. Dresses in dotted 
swiss, organdy and handkerchief 
linen are ultra feminine, with tiny | 
prim. waistlines and | 
fluted flounces. Being washable, 
they make the dry-cleaning horror 


definitely athletic the out and out 
sports dresses may appear, they’re 
never brusque and are relieved with 
delightful, soft touches. The most 
fashionable shoes to be worn with | 
these frocks are of white with one- | 
tone applications to match the trim | 





| of the dress. Hats are still tiny 
|}ones in a new shiny, brittle straw | 
|or slightly erratic with large irreg- 
ular brims. 

Thousands of dollars are being 


spent on costumes for the Beaux 
Arts, with Stewart, Saks and Lord 
& Taylor leading the activity. Mrs. 
Pemberton’s theatre department is | 
slightly curtailed here because of 
the number of theatrical produc- 
tions going out of her studio at 
present. At least 15 Renaissance 
costumes are being made from de- 








winter |signs by Virginia Hawkins and 
styles, There are Indian motifs used| other staff artists, with a last- 
in sweaters and other accessories, ' minute rush being anticipated. 
By Mollie Gray 
Ann Harding’s Gowns ing suit and sheer hose under a 


Ann. Harding’s patrician beauty 
and ability as an actress are two 
big reasons why “Her Private Af- 
fair” (Colony) will interest. Ann 
Harding could put thrills in “Little 
Snow White.” For one unfortunate 
occasion Miss Harding wore a 
clinging gown with crystal bands 
crossing the bloused bodice and 
topping the circular flounce that be- 
came a train (how she hid that 
bunch of letters without their 
showing is a mystery), her wrap 





then a luxuriously furred brocade 
also with a circular flounce at the 
bottom, 

A black velvet ensemble had a 
finger-tip lehgth wrap with divided 
cape collar edged with chinchilla, 
gown with crystal shoulders. Tight 
fitting silk frock had draped collar 
a lighter color, whose long scarf 
end hung out of sight, beautiful dia- 
mond pin on the right side besides 
many beautiful jewels. Betty Car- 
ter, remembered for good work as 
the crippled wife in “The Tres- 
passer,” also looked stunning in a 
satin ensemble, using two different 
furs on the wrap, and in a black 
lace gown with doywble tiered skirt. 





Absent Short 

Riverside is billing its new pro- 
gram as “VaudeTalkies” and then 
not giving one screen attraction 
that promised diversion. The 
Rooney Family do “Three Dia- 
monds” and also “Beach Babies,” 
which was around months ago. 
Murray and Oakland in their amus- 
ing “Satires’ use part of their 
vaudeville act. Miss Oakland's frock 
was of taffeta, skirt made with a 
pepulum. 

The very agreeable and talented 
(Miss) Bobby Folsom hasn't 
changed either her songs or her 
gowns, though both can easily be 
tolerated a second time. 

Serova’s Revue is billed as “A 
Feast of Amusement,” so it must be 
on a diet at this time. Giris open 
in white satin and large neck ruffs, 
red banjos and slippers; two oth- 
ers in what were once probably at- 
tractive frocks of petals and span- 
gles, capes coliared with stiff ma- 
line. Then there was a moment of 
flittings about in blue veils and 
spangles, a gypsy tambourine inter- 
val, and at last the one pretty en- 
semble in hoop skirts and poke 
bonnets. If Affiie Martyn is the 
girl who did the difficult acrobatic 
number she deserves special men- 
tion. 

Fader and Wales try camping in 
the woods to avoid the girls. Both 
girls are pretty, the dark one could 
sing more pleasingly if she didn't 
“strain her voice. Being campers, 
too, one costume was a black bath- 





short white jacket, the other yellow 
sweater and silk skirt. Oh, yes, a 
diamond ring with the bathing suit. 
Audrey Evaas, with Jed Dooley, 
wears little to interfere with the 
vision, Miss Evans being the vision. 
Soviet Picture Flat 
“The Man From the Restaurgnt” 
(Cameo) had a son who died from 
the effects of gas during the war 
(Russian film) and later his wife 
died from the shock and still the 





| bracing vogue, 
| able. 


will be suppressed. 





Wisdom for the Woeful 


A trouble shared is a trouble cured. . 

Beginning next week Variety will inaugurate an innovation in 
It is a department through which Variety 
readers may seek advice on domestic and other troubles, and be 
assured that their problems will be sympathetically considered and 


Department will be conducted by Nellie Revell, well known as a 
woman of experience and understanding in the affairs of the heart, 
having shared for years the secrets of her friends and healed the 


her lifetime in the theatre 
been a wife, mother, and grandmother, has a worldly-wise under- 
standing of the heartaches confronting show folks. 
All letters will be treated as strictly confidential. 
will be paid to unsigned communications, and in replying names 


and has 


No attention 








Hollywood Styles 


By Cecelia Ager 





Hollywood, Jan. 10. 
Amazing! 

The most stylish word in Holly- 
wood right now is “amazing.” It is 
a word that deserves its all-em- 
for it is so adapt- 
whole town is finding 
power and eclat that one 
may take on from uttering those 
magic three _ syllables. A muge 
saying amazing is magically trans- 
formed into a sophisticate then and 


The 
out the 


| there. Charwomen, pausing in their 


labors to review the floors they 
have been scrubbing, sigh and say 
to themselves, “It’s amazing, the 
wonders to be wrought with soap 
and water!” A producer, cornered 
at the premiere of another fellow's 
picture, replies to his query, “It’s 
amazing!” 

Amazing first came into promi- 
nence in New York, where the 
things it could do for one were dis- 
covered. Returning travelers from 
the metropolis startled their friends 
by this esoteric word. What's fair 
for one is fair for all. Soon all 
Hollywopd was doing it, and now 
it’s at its peak. It’s faint literati 
flavor has perfumed all, the object 


as well as the describer. Amazing 
is such a nice word. When in 
doubt as to the reaction of one’s 


companicn to the subject under dis- 
cussion, one says “amazing ” The 
companion may interpret it amaz- 
ing good or amazing bad, as suits 
his own attitude.. Fewer enmities 
would have been created in Holly- 
wood if Hollywood had only known 
about this blessed straddling term 
sooner. Now old scores are being 





hard-hearted school master warted 
the daughter’s tuition fees. Such 
oppression! Possibly under Soviet 
rule sons and wives won't die and 
interfere with violin lessons and 
the like. Daughter was in the sev- 
enth grade, according to her books, 
yet a few days after her expulsion 
and subsequent job in the hotel or- 
chestra she was engaged to be mar- 
ried. In the matter of falling off 
a ladder just when the handsome 
roomer was on hand to catch her 
or what to do with silk clad legs 
this blonde could compete with any 
country. 

An awfully funny Laurel and 
Hardy comedy, “Night Owls,” pre- 
cedes the Ramon Novarro song re- 
cital, ‘Devil May Care,” at the As- 
tor. It’s an important part of the 
show. 





Dreams and Sailors 

Capitol has a long show and a 
weary one. Stage presentation, 
“Gypsy Dreams,” accounts for the 
predominant Russian influence on 
the costumes and  dancing—in 
dreams all lands are one. Set a 
pretty woodland, first Chester Hales 
in good looking costumes of futur- 
istic patterned sgsilk—no_ ribbon 
“rags” for which thanks—and red 
boots, and finale in gorgeous red 
and white satin uniforms, swords 
and everything, another gypsy 
dream. An adagio team chased 
each other like the words on a run- 
ning sign, but meaning less and 
wearing still less, four girls in 
mountains of white skirts trimmed 
with a wide band of color through 
the center; all pretty. 

William Haines is, of course, the 
chief cause of “Navy Blues,” his 
first vocal effort; he can talk, even 
sing, but both are wasted energy. 
Anita Page was the empty headed 
little girl who didn’t know all sailor 
talk should be taken with extra galt 
beside what they put in it. Her 
dark checked coat was good look- 
ing and a light crepe with biased 
bands of satin trimming, both skirt 
and bodice also simple and at- 
tractive. Checks going to be popu- 
lar. Miss Page wore a sleeveless 


wiped out. It’s amazing. 





At the Studios 


Nancy Carrol demonstrates to 
flustered housewives how to look 
ravishing amidst the homely back- 
ground of pots and pans. She is 
cool and fresh and unspotted cook- 
ing in “Honey,” Paramount's ulti- 
mate title for “Come Out of the 
Kitchen.” Standing before a kitchen 
stove, tenderly holding a double 
boiler in one hand as she places a 
tea kettle in the oven with the 
other, she is a studio lesson in 
kitchen daintiness. Her’ white 
cook’s cap is puffed out to make 
an aura for her serene smile. The 
dotted Swiss dress she wears has 
a wide round neck with a tendency 
to slip off one’s nicely rounded 
shoulder, and the tiny puff sleeves 
will give her no trouble when she 
washes dishes. 

Her apron, with a few smudges 
applied by the realistic property 
man, is carefully fitted to tie at the 
waistline and flutter prettily with 
the full short skirt of her dress. 
There Will probably be some dis- 
senters who will scoff at Nancy's 
kitchen comeliness. A smoothly 
powdered face does not survive the 
proper basting of a roast, for in- 
stance, nor is pirouetting prac- 
ticed after kneading a. batch of 
bread, they will argue. No matter, 
there are lovers of beauty left in 
the world who would rather far 
their kitchens be taken over by a 
maid to delight the eyes than an 
old crosspatch who can only delight 
the tummy. 


1930 Femme Type 


Mary Brian’s type of woman is 
returning, the fashion writers pro- 
claim. Sweet femininity has licked 
the striking, terribly smart ones, 
and soft charm will be the thing. 
Fluttering eyelids win over the 
bold stare. Winsome, half smiles 
will be used in place of the demode 
hearty laugh, so Mary may be con- 
sidered as a forerunner of Woman 
1930. She need not trouble to wear 
any more the severe, interesting 
clothes that on her somehow 








frock of checked taffeta quite pretty. 


looked as if they didn’t belong to 





her, and in “Burning Up” she 
doesn't. Instead she is costumed 
in “becoming” clothes, and is much 
the better for it. 

In an ensemble that is designed 
to indicate ‘‘for southern wear” she 
wears white kid slippers, a white 
felt hat cut wisely off the forehead 
so that all may see her nice eyes, 
and a white leather bag and gloves. 
The sleeveless white crepe dress is 
piped around the neckline with red 
and white polka-dotted silk. A 
polka-dotted bow is encrusted at 
the waistline after the manner of 
Chanel, and the skirt is circular. 
The three-quarter length crepe 
jacket has similar bows on the 
pockets, and the polka-dotted col- 
lar becomes two scarf ends which 
are knotted in back. 





What Parvenue Will Wear 

Jobyna Howland plays a domi- 
nating nouveau riche in “Honey” 
and her splendid height serves her 
well in setting off some convincing 
costumes. There is an ensemble of 
all-over beige lace, perhaps the 
most difficult stuff of all to whip 
into smartness, yet Jobyna and her 
designer did it. The dress has a 
low square neck and ffts close to 
her figure. Grace is given the long 
skirt by circular godets placed be- 
low the hipline. Over the frock is 
a hip-length lace jacket that fas- 
tens snugly at the side with a large 
jeweled pin. The sleeves are cuffed 
with wide bands of beige fox, for 
the combination of lace with fur 
used impractically always. spells 
luxury. 

A great big necklace of diamonds 
and emeralds and lots of large 
jeweled bracelets complete a cos- 
tume that accomplishes its purpose, 
that of putting over a nouveau 
without mixing signals. 





Costumes for Role 

Blanche Sweet has the pathos in 
“Show Girl in Hollywood,” for she 
plays a fading star seeking a job. 
Bits of the old glory remain in her 
wardrobe, however, and in a black 
velvet dress it is hard to believe 
that her draw has waned. Designed 
along the simple lines of Vionnet, 
the dress has a V neck with a 
scarf cut in one-piece with the 
shoulder, that Miss Sweet flings 
across her throat with dramatic 
effect. 

There are long sleeves wide at 
the bottom, a slim bodice and a 
skirt with an uneven circular flare 
at the hem that becomes a train in 
back. Folds of light colored chif- 
fon outline: the neck, scarf and 
sleeve bottoms. Costfilme co-op- 
erates with the role to provide a be- 
lievable medium for yearning 
glances in graceful poses. 


Evelyn Brent fancies dark suede 
gloves to give the final cachet of 
chic to her tweed ensemble in 
“Slightiy Scarlet.” This costume, 
made of a coarse rough tweed in 
beige, follows simple tailored lines, 
as behooves its fabric. The dress is 
one piece, fitting well, with a Peter 
Pan collar tied with a brown galyak 
cravat. Circular godets give move- 
ment to the skirt, and a galyak belt 
fastens at the waistline. 

There is a casual short jacket 
lined with galyak that swings out 
slightly from the shoulders. It has 
buttons down the front, and their 
buttonholes have been worked 
through the fur with the carefree 
disregard of economy that makes 
swell clothes in pictures so pleas- 
ant for practical audiences. Galyak 
ties hang from the wrist of the 
coat. Only Miss Brent's hat pre- 
vents the costume from being 
wholly satisfactory, for it is a 
draped turban of galyak that be- 
longs to a more formal ensemble 
than this one. 
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William Fox filed his famous 
$1,800,000 triple damage, anti-trust 
suit against the M. P. Patents Co. 
and General Film, alleging damages 
because the Film Trust cut off ser- 
vice from any exhibitor who showed 
product from an Independent pro- 
ducer. Suit was a test case and 
jolted the “trust.” If Fox won a 
decision, a hundred similar suits 
would be brought. 





Reported Shuberts and K. & E. 
were engaged on a plan for booking 
pool under which houses would be 
put into two divisions, one on a $2 
and the other on a $1 scale. 


Pat Powers warned picture trade 
not to raise admission prices above 
current levels, and the New York 
“Times” published a laudatory edi- 
torial on his good judgment, point- 
ing out that pictures could never 
rival the stage. i 


Harry Pilcer, having -split with 
Gaby Delys in Paris, opened in the 
Pavillion, London, with Teddy Ger- 
ard, American beaut, as partner. 
Gaby in person was present ap- 
plauding from a stage box. 





Loew leased the New York theatre 
from K. & E. at reported rental of 
$70,000 a year. Roof and Criterion 
did not go with the deal. Loew’s 
only other Broadway house was the 
Herald Square, 35th street and 
Broadway, about to be razed for a 
loft building. 





Bob Vernon, Broadway playboy 
and salesman for Pommery wine, 
was promoting the Willard-Jack 
Johnson titie fight, scheduled at 
this time for Mexico. 


00 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 


Even so far back as 1880 observers 
of trends in vaudeville noted a fail- 
ure to brighten shows up with nov- 
elties. Clipper in an editorial ex- 
presses wonder that “the novelty 
theatre is lacking in novelty.” 


One of the many six-day walking 
matches in Madison Square Garden 
drew a total of $18,500 for the week, 
regarded as satisfactory. Event was 
notable for a record, three leaders 
having covered more than 500 miles 
in the six-day grind. One contest- 
ant quit late the first day at the 75- 
mile mark and died a few hours 
later from physical collapse. 





Two. remarkable battles are re- 
ported. In one of them Paddy Bren- 
nan, a former prize fighter, under- 
took to battle barehanded to a fin- 
ish with a Russian bloodhound for 
& purse of $250. Fight lasted nearly 
an hour. Dog died soon after, and 
the man was in bed terribly torn. 
In another fight a donkey fought 
off a Great Dane for an hour and 


battle ended only when the dog was 
shot. 





Moody, the evangelist, denied that 
the circus clown, Dan Rice, would 
take part in the religious revivals 
under his direction. Moody said 
that at his last meeting with Rice 
the clown had shown no evidence of 
conversion. Rice had made several 
Public declarations of his reform 
from a drunkard and declared he 
Would devote himself to evangelism. 





Mr. and Mrs. Tony Pastor cele- 
brated their wooden wedding anni- 
versary at their home, 115 West 17th 
Street, New York. Some joker sent 
them five truckloads of kindling 
wood which was dumped into the 
area of their house. 





_The Opera House, Glens Falls, 
N. Y., is offered either at a rental 
of $15 a night or on sharing terms to 
first-class attractions.” 


~ Inside Stuff—Pictures 


New York “World” got hot on the Eastman-Fox tip late the night of 
Jan. 7 when someone called up that paper, said he was an official of the 
film company, narrated that Eastman had guaranteed the Fox notes, 
but refused to divulge any further identification. 

Daily started chasing the story, putting its film department members 
on the yarn, who evidently ran into nothing but denials, as the story 
wasn’t used the following morning. Rumor was later more or less offi- 
cially denied by Eastman executives. Neither the “World” or anyone in 
the Fox outfit yet seems to know who the party wis that phoned. 
Association of Eastman and Fox comes about through a color film 
process which Fox owns, but which Eastman is i:anufacturing. Screen 
tests of the new method have been going on for at least five months, 
Fox ultimately planning to carry th? n: ral shades into ‘ wide (70mm.) 
film. Fox Movietone City, on the coast, recently a “ded a laboratory for 
the sole purpose of simplifying the work being done in conjunction with 
Eastman. It is also understood that the Eastman concern recently put 
up $6,200,000 to take Fox’s personal stock holdings out of the market, 
arranged through Jules Brulatour. 





A new bait for promoting bankrolls is being used by a publisher of 
one of the struggling Hollywood daily trade papers. His gag is to adver- 
tise for a partner in a live-going proposition. When a prospect applies, 
publisher takes him on a tour of the studios where he is best known to 
the’ big shots and introduces the prospective angel. Latter becomes 
dazed with the glamour of meeting screen celebrities and goes for the 
works. 

If, one becomes skeptical and asks the publisher why the picture 
people don’t invest in the paper he explains that he couldn’t afford to 








critic’s name on its heavy poster front while its opposition gave the 
same critic important space in its ads. 

Cheago’s most influential critic with the readers writes what she thinks, 
using the one-two-three-four star ratings. She isn’t always right. Ex- 
hibitors and producers agree that her system has been a bane to them. 
Whenever this critic gives a picture in the loop two stars the receipts 
dive from $10,000 to $15,000 for the week. Her review on “Sweetie” (Par) 
turned the picture into a Chicago flop and a flop in the territory. 

It was this girl’s judgment which was challenged. On the other hand, 
it was this girl whose name was being used to bring money into two 
Ioop houses last week. 





Rather than stand the cost of mailing proofs of the first Technicolor 
spread in the “Saturday Evening Post” in colors, to bring it to the atten. 
tion of exhibitors, Tech has mailed under 2-cent stamps a card with a slot 
carrying a nickel. Card asks the exhib to buy the “Post,” the nickel be- 
ing enclosed for this purpose and refers him to the particular issue and 
pages. Two weeks later another $34,500 advertisement will appear, Tech- 
nicolor warns. 


Cost of nickels and mailing runs to around $700, it is understood. 

“Loew and Behold!”, the new Loew slogan, in all of the circuit’s adver- 
tising, was worked out by Oscar Doob, recently coming to the Loew’s 
press department. Besides making an attractive headline to the ads 
it has served another purpose, to teach the public how to, pronounce 
Loew. 


Most lays call Loew, Lo-ie or Lowey. 
Doob came to Loew’s from the Kunsky string in Detroit, leaving a 
smart rep behind but one which preceded him to the main street. 





Mrs. Evelyn Q. Gonzales, recently appointed to the professional staff 
of Thomas C. T. Crain, new district attorney of New York County, is 
the wife of Antonio C. Gonzales, associate counsel of M-G-M, in charge 





have the paper subsidized. Yet subsidization is open to any studio worker 
for a $10 ad. 


Manufacturing sound news shots is drawing the ire of a number of 
Congressmen. Representative Rankin (D.), Miss., described, on the floor 
of the House, the recent developments “when a small fire was noted 
in the. Capitol and promptly extinguished” as being developed into 
“a cheap, vulgar stage play, in which the newsreels commercializing 
their exaggeration by misleading the American people into believing that 
small, in consequential blaze to have been a near national calamity.” 

What seems to have riled the Congressman the most was the story 
carried by one of the wire services recounting the manner in which the 
camera boys worked. ‘This report brought a deluge of wires and letters 
asking the law makers why they couldn’t take better care of the 
Capitol. 

Incidentally, that wire story constituted the first time that the type- 
writer fraternity of the town has doublecrossed the camera boys. Staging 
events in an old Spanish, or rather Washington, custom. 





A precedent that will have a nationwide influence on the censorship 
of dialog is expected by the producer group te materialize in Chicago 
within the next two weeks. Getting at the root of the situation—the city 
ordinance—is the move anticipated. This, according to experienced anti- 
censor men, is the only bit of definite surgery that can be expected. 

Reports emanating from Chicago that exhibitors, by refusing to fulfill 
contracts on dialog-censored pictures, could precipitate a test case, or, 
at least pass the buck to the exchanges, are dissipated by New York 
authorities. Such action would be licked before it was started, because 
the contract makes provision that the theatre owner will accept his 
pictures according to censor conditions existent in his territory, it ‘is 
pointed out. 


Los Angeles fire department, figuring that at least $25,000 a year is 
mulcted out of Coast residents, mostly picture people, by magazine and 
newspaper solicitors, using the fire department as a bait, has instituted 
a campaign against it, but getting no co-operation from the dailies, 
are sending firemen to the studios to tell the facts. 

One of the chief offenders was a Los Angeles morning tabloid, whose 
solicitors would call prospects on the phone telling them that there was 
a movement to give the “boys in the fire house a radio” and that the 
paper had offered to give the radio if enough subscriptions could be 
obtained from ‘the district. Using every section of Los Angeles for the 
gag, the paper was on the way to build up quite a circulation, until 
the department stepped in and called a halt. 


“Benson Murder Case” preparation has given Paramount plenty of 
grief. During its evolutionary stages it has had three directors and is 
not yet in production. On ag’in in off ag’in Finnegan stunts was with the 
leading femme role. First was Jean Arthur, replaced by Fay Wray. 
Then Miss Arthur again. Then Miss Wray. Then Miss Arthur. 

Now they have cut out the role. 


Exhibitors in some countries and states seem to have a penchant for 
electing a guy to the chair who either has no theatres of his own or 
else controls a string outside his jurisdiction. The reported collapse of 
his interest in a house in Heightstown makes Joe Seider, head of the 
MPTO of N. J., cne of those leaders. Joe has a few shops elsewhere, 
on L. I, 





Due to favorable reaction from 350 newspapers recefving Columbia’s 
weekly letter (press matter) the company is planning to increase its list 
of dailies to 1,000. . 

Columbia has never issued a news letter in the past. Hank Linet is 
putting out a five-column letter of matter pertaining to the firm’s pic- 
tures and stars. 





Paramount’s revue, in production several months, more or less under 
cover, will reach the screen as “Paramount on Parade.” Picture is the 
product of virtually every director, writer and song composer on the 
Western and Eastern lots, with Elsie Janis credited for much of the 
showmanship. Albert A. Kaufman supervised it. 

Melange will include three numbers featuring Maurice Chevalier, “The 
Gallows Song,” by Dennis King; “Show Girls on Parade”; song novelty 
by Charles Rogers and Lillian Roth; “The Tcreador,” with Kay Francis 
and Harry Green, and numbers featuring Helen Kane, Jack Oakie, Ruth 
Chatterton, Nancy Carroll, George Bancroft. Studio will kid its own 
Philo Vance stories with “Murder Will Out.” 





Three house men in a week somewhat mysteriously fired on one 
chain. Each had a good record. Sort of investigation disclosed that in 
checking up employees, an order had gone out to fire anyone on the 
list who had ever brought suit against the chain. 

Two of the three let out managers had been indie exhibs and sued the 
circuit they later started to work for. The other had been an exchange 
man and did the same thing. 

It is said that the theatre operator of the chain let out a yell when 
he heard what had happened. It isn’t likely to recur excepting through 
his office. 





Chicago’s loop and neighborhood de luxe exhibitors insist on playing 
into the hands of newspaper critics, despite sporadic campaigns against 
those same reviewers. 

Several weeks ago the rating of one picture was challenged in a 
loop theatre’s ad, naming the critic. All press agents decided they 
would use no more rave excerpts from any critic and attempt selling 
the public by their own exploitation. 

The publicity departments found the burden excessive. They are quot- 





ing critics right and left again. Last week one loop house carried a 


of international affairs. 


Mrs. Gonzales is the only woman-appointee in Crain’s office. She has 
been assigned to the abandonment division of the Bureau of Investiga- 
tion and Complaints of the D. A.’s office. 

An indie director and producer, with around $17,000 invested in a 
picture, found that he had not enough money to pay the extras for their 
last day’s work. About $100 would see him through, but he could not 
raise that amount. Finally he called a vaude booker and offered him 10 


per cent interest in the picture if he would invest the $100. 
passed it up. 


Booker 
Director finally got a 10 per cent investor elsewhere. 

Big business has followed the recent opening of the Fox, Atlanta. It 
has kept up, so far affecting the grosses at the Capitol (Loew). and 
Howard (Publix). Through the newness of the big Fox, by far the 
largest in town, althoughsits location is slightly off downtown, the neyw- 
ness is expected to attract for some weeks yet. .The house opened Xmas 

Competiting theatres seem to feel that when local theatre going re- 
sumes normalcy, all three houses will have to hustle to keep out oj 
the red. 

Women managers have been tried but seldom and then in spots. One 
or two chains have given it a test in the neighborhoods and say results 
justified the experiment. One operator is nursing the scheme of taking 
a drooping downtown house for a woman to boss. Selecting her from a 
social strata, he thinks the woman may be able to do a few tricks 
through her local connections that might not otherwise be accomplished. 


One of the studios, planning to put 65 chorines on a six months’ con- 
tract, sent out word for the gals to take tests. One of those showing 
proved good on the song and hoof stuff but she was below size and 
given the air. She took a similar test at another studio of the same 
company and likewise turned for the same cause. 

During the two tests she heard the name of an exec used, more or 
less in awe, by girls taking the tests and by studio employees. She 
went back to the first tester an@ told him that she had been okayed 
and that Mr. Blank, using the name she had heard, wanted her to be 
signed up. Immediately the director who had turned her down previ- 
ously included ber name on the list. 

After the contract was tucked safely away she surprised the director 
by asking him who Mr. Blank was. 


It has long been rumored in the trade that L. G. Pacent got his sound 
on film via a hook-up with Doc DeForest. Now, Pacent’s p. a. is hand- 
ing out a “still” of Pacent and DeForest. 

The two inventors have that brotherly pose with the caption telling 
that they have been bosom pals for 23 years. 


In keeping with talking pictures Radio’s future press sheets will be 
“talking.” All story material will be in the first person. Blah material 
about the director and players, instead of being the p. a’s point of view, 
will be the “I” stuff, and with by-lines. Idea is to be first carried out 
on “The Case of Sergeant Grischa.” 4 





U. A. is so sold on the value of radio as an advertising medium that 
it is reported willing to allow some of its stars—at fancy prices—to ap- 
pear for special occasions. It, however, will not countenance any use of 
the stars for indorsements, testimonials and the like, it is understood. 





A couple of surprises have come out of the R-K-O release of the Rudy 
Vallee picture, “Vagabond Lover.” A first impression was that Vallee’s 
area was limited, almost entirely to the near east to New York, and that 
he would not show exceptional drawing power beyond that scope of his 
broadcasting. 

Reports coming in seem to say that Vallee’s territory was of a much 
larger range, with the middle west and south finding the picture is 
drawing. Not much favor by the experts was given to the picture itself 
or Vailee’s performance in it. The acting end was taken care of by Marie 
Dressler, who was sent in to stand off Vallee’s debut on the screen. But 
the boy’s rep and songs appear to have done and be doing the b. o. 
trick. 


Organization of the coast-to-coast newsreel theatre circuit by Fox, 
planned immediately after the conversion of the Embassy into an all 
newsreel house, is being held up, but it is understood that it will 
eventually go through. Cities, including St. Louis and San Francisco, 
were picked for Fox newsreel houses some time ago, but plans to 
inaugurate the policy at these points is no further ahead than at that 
time. The Fox financial situation is said to be entirely responsible for 
the delay. 

W. O. Hurst, formerly at Fox-Movietone headquarters, has been trans- 
ferred to the Embassy to handle promotion on the house and policy, work 
formerly handled by W. H. Rudolph. According to’ reported plans, 
Rudciph will represent Fox-Movietone in a promotional capacity on 
expansion of the Embassy policy. 


Rumor still persists in Montreal that Fox is a factor behind the 
Nathanson group who are out to buck the practical monopoly of main 
stems in Canada held by Famous Players-Canadian. Court dispute be- 
tween the two over ownership of property on Montreal's principal 
thoroughfare is scheduled to come up Jan. 16 but will likely be post- 
poned again. 

Meanwhile there is a rumor of Loew’s theatre here coming out of 
Famous Players chain and forming nucleus of new group chain with a 
§,000-seater on the main street as a second first-run house. 

Emerson York is out as casting director for Par’s Astoria studio be- 
cause of “too high financial aspirations,” it Is revealed. His assistant, 





Frank Heath, has replaced. York held out for a raise. 
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St. Louis Dog Story 


One of the most unique incidents 
in journalism is the furore that has 
been raging in the St. Louis dailies 
since Christmas over a dog story. 
The day before Christmas a Humane 
Society officer telephoned the “Globe- 
Democrat” that a woman had in- 
formed him of a terrier which had 
been mutilated and its mouth sewed 
up. The dog was supposed to have 
been found in an alley back of a 
hospital by the officer, who removed 
it to his office but had to kill it. The 
“Globe-Democrat” printed a couple 
of paragraphs on an inside page. 

Christmas being dull in the way | 
of news, the “Post-Dispatch” and| 
“Star” played the yarn up as a hu- 
man interest story. Daily thereafter 
the dog story was the feature item, 
the city and countryside becom- 
ing intensely interested. Telegrams 
sending money for a reward for the 
perpetrator steamed the story up. 
Finally a message came from the 
managing editor of one of New 
York’s leading morning papers, ask- 
ing for several thousand words on 
the ,arn, also to put his wife down 
for $500 to add to the reward. The 
reply from St. Louis was: “You can 
have as many words as you want, 
but hold off on the reward. We 
don’t think the darned thing ever 
happened.” 

The Humane officer was questioned 
closely. He said he had given the 
dog arsenic, taken the carcass to 
the incinerator, but nobkody at the 
plant saw him there. No one ever 
has claimed the dog and with sev- 
eral thousand dollars on hand for 
tre reward it was decided to turn 
the coin over to the woman who 
telephoned the society. A woman 
who claimed to have sent the word 
finally showed up. The Humane of- 
ficer said he recognized her voice as 
that on the ’phone when he got the 
message, and the money was given 
her. 

Observers who marveled at the 
growth of the dog story figured the 
original yarn a hoax, since it was 
close to the time when the Humane 
Society was about to start its drive 
for funds. The hospital in back 
of which the dog was supposed to 
have been found is a Catholic in- 
stitution, That led to the Ku Klux 
horning in. Though it was not 
printed, the Klan blamed the al- 
leged atrocity upon somebody in the 
hospital. Funny thing about the so- 
ciety is that it offered $50 reward 
for the discovery of the “fiend” and 
$500 for the identity of the woman 
who phoned. 











Not suspended 
The Macfadden people deny there 
is any intention to suspend “The 
Investment News.” 





Adams on “Sporting News” 

Franklin J. Adams, a former 
copy reader on the New York “Her- 
ald Tribune,” has assumed _ the 
editorship of “The Sporting News,” 
so-called official publication of Or- 
ganized Baseball, issued weekly 
trom the St. Louis headquarters of 
Cc. C. Spink & Son, sporting goods 
dealers, He succeeds Richard Far- 
rington, appointed sports editor of 
the St. Louis “Times.” The latter 
post was vacated by Sid Keener, 
who went over to the S:. Louis 
“Star.” Adams once covered sports 
for a Maine daily. 





Double Anniversary Number 

Last week’s double anniversary 
number of “Variety” of 324 pages 
was not only the largest single edi- 
tion ever gotten out by this paper, 
but it was completed in record 
time, 21 working days. 

The anniversary number contain- 
ed 1,200 individual advertisements. 
That is believed to be the largest 
number of distinct advertisements 
ever carried in one issue of anv 
newpaper, outside of the classified 
departments. 





Just Naturally Suspicious 

Newspapers are evidently suspi- 
cious these days on general princi- 
ples. A story which appeared in 
the New York “Herald Tribune” in 
1907 was quoted in a press agent’s 
story recently and was rejected by 
the same paper as a publicity ad- 
dict’s fantasy. 

Franz Lehar, Austrian librettist, 
has.never crossed the Atlantic be- 
cause of a superstition arising from 
his horoscope having warned him 
never to cross water. At least, that's 
the story which ran in the “Herald 
Tribune” in 1907. 

Yarn was ferreted out by Warren 
Nolan, United Artists press agent, 
and incorporated into a story on 
Lehar which teed-in Gloria Swan- 


tie yer tonne ae a 


son's “Trespasser.” It was given 
the cynical smile by the same 
paper. 

It's true, nevertheless, Jos. P. 


Kennedy put over the Lehar en- 
gagement for the next Swanson 
talker, “Queen Kelly.” 


Framing a Pipe 





One day last week, when the 
thermometer reached 65 degrees, a 
New York daily thought it wouldn't 
be a bad idea to run a front page 


yarn on how a w. k. main stemmer 
had attempted to fry an egg on the 
sidewalk that day. Accordingly they 
phoned a p. a., who handled the 
w. k. one, and attempted to have 
the gag put through. P. a. said 
that it couldn’t be done, but gave 
the daily permission to run the 
story saying it had been done and 
use his client’s name. 

Next day the daily carried a yarn 
on the front page explaining that 
it was so warm, soandso had at- 
tempted to fry an egg on the side- 
walk in front of the p. a.’s build- 
ing. 





Devilish Title 

Davis, former Telegraph 
has sold his opener to Coll- 
iers. It's titled “Hellgate .o Para- 
dise”’ and is about chorines. Davis 
uses his pen name, Lawrence Saun- 
ders. 


Burton 
critic, 





Writing in Paris 

While finishing his novel, Morris 
Gilbert of the New York “Times” 
staff is in Paris for six months on 
his seif-imposed literary mission, is 
doing picture reviews fer the sheet. 
He contribs a Sunday letter on the 
foreign talkers te the “Times.” 





Literary Chicago 
Chicago has dropped to a par 
with Boston and booksellers have 
found education of the masses un- 
profitable. 
Rev. Philiip Yarrow, evangelist 
and chief agent of the Illinois Vigi- 
lance Society, read Frank Harris’ 
“Life and Loves” a few weeks ago 
and decided something must be 
done about it. Six booksellers were 
arrested in one week and three were 
fined $100. Brentano’s, the city’s 
largest, was arrested for selling 
Yarrow informers a copy of Robie’s 
“Art of Love.” 
‘As yet the Public Library has not 
been raided. 








Chi as a Spot 

Chicago Loop hotels have become 
winter vacation grounds of any 
number of financial writers. Sev- 
eral on pay from New York, Wash- 
ington, Philadelphia, Boston, Bal- 
timore, augmented by Coast rep- 
resentatives, are yarning their pa- 
pers daily on Chicago's financial 
difficulties. For the last two weeks 
they have been bending their type 
to depleted municipal funds. Some 
have wired for political writers to 
help cover the near-bankruptcy sit- 
uation. 

Then there’s the usual number of 
lancemen trying to sell a series or 
twe on what's wrong with Chi and 
where all the tax money goes. 





Paula Gould’s Check 

Paula Gould has received a fat 
check from “Smart Set” for a 7,- 
000-word picture of some Broadway 
play girls she claims most of the 
men folk in filmdom know. 

It’s called “Easy,” and Paula fig- 
ures it’s “sensational” enough for 
some pigcher company to send for. 





Rosemary Rees’ Work 
Rosemary Reeg, English novelist, 
sailed back to London last week 
after a conference with her New 
York publishers as well as closing 
a contract with King Syndicate. 
Miss Rees is one of England’s most 
prolific writers, turning out a novel 
while you wait. Among her latest 
are “Dear Acquaintances” and 

“Life’s What You Make It.” 





Beth Brown’s “Ring” 
Doubleday-Doran, and not Live- 
right, will publish Beth Brown's 
“Wedding Ring.” 








Shorter Shorts 

Those short-short stories are in- 
creasing in favor, and now the 
“Christian Herald” is going to use 
them, too. There’s now a good mar- 
ket for those writing the tabloid- 
size tales of 800 words or so, with 
“Collier's,” “Liberty,” “Top-Notch,” 
“American Mercury” and others 
using them and in each case paying 
above their usual rates. 





Bright House Organ 


“Now” as a weekly house organ 
reveals striking use of modern type 
and decorative handling in tabloid 
format. Two color effect is achieved 
with only one color run in addition 
to black by using red on eight 
pages and green on the other eight. 
An interesting stunt on page 1 has 
a zig-zag band of ben-dayed red 
carrying a story broken across five 
columns and avoiding confusion 
with neighboring _ stories. The 
magazine in its new form has the 
smart effect of a continental literary 
weekly. 

._ Details of its make-up and in- 
genious use of color will attract 
attention in publication centers. 
Editorial handling under supervision 
of Frank Whitbeck is as smart as 
the art and typography. 





Between Pictures 
Harold Shumate, Hollywood scen- 
ario writer, finding himself among 
the boys “between pictures” turned 
to short storying with the colony 
as a theme. He has clicked with 
two for the “Satevepost.” 





Grant’s Dilemma 

J. W. D. Grant, who recently added 
to his “Prize Story Magazine” three 
new mags called “Prize Air Stories,” 
“Prize Western Stories” and “Prize 
Detective Stories,” is in difficulties, 
with a receiver appointed for the 
entire group. Chief losers are a 
large number of authors unpaid for 
material. 





After Local Color 

To get material for some adven- 
ture tales, Seymour Pond, one of 
the most prolific writers of air 
stories for the magazines, goes 
shortly to Liberia, the colored re- 
public in Africa, as aide-de-camp 
to the Protestant Episcopal Bishep. 
Pond got back last year after a 
jaunt through the Sahara Desert 
with the French Foreign Legion. 





Broun’s Recruits 

The stalwarts of the John Reed 
Club, or what’s left of them, have 
gone over to Heywood Broun’s 
Dizzy Club, including Michael Gold, 
Harold Hickerson, the playwright, 
and the rest. Gold and the others 
are mentioned frequently by Broun 
in his column. 


RITZY 


Mrs. Myrtle Hanan Robinson has 
leased an apartment at 210 East 
68th street. She was an intimate 
friend of Polly Lauder, who mar- 
ried Gene Tunney. Myrtle left her 
husband, Thomas A. Robinson, el- 
derly millionaire, and became a 
chorus girl in “Show Boat,” sharing 
a flat with Helen Chandler, of the 
same company. Glenn Anders has 
sublet his penthouse, at 103 East 
22nd street. Eugene Bonner, social- 
ly ambitious music critic, has leas- 
ed an apartment at 28 East l1lith 
street. 

The most fashionable of the 
songwriters is also the most snob- 
bish. He assumes patronizing airs 
whenever possible. Nevertheless, 
one of his intimate friends is a 
handsome bootlegger, who was for- 
merly a liveried elevator boy in a 
New York hotel. 














The Duke of Westminster, 50, is 
engaged to Uoelia Ponsonby, daugh- 
ter of Sir Frederick Ponsonby, 
treasurer to the King and keeper 
,of the privy purse. The duke was 
first divorced by Constance Corn- 
wallis-West, and then by Violet 
Nelson. Was long attentive to 
Gertie Millar, London musical com- 
edy star. Gertie divorced Lionel 
Monckton and married the Earl of 
Dudley. The duke was then atten- 
tive to Gabrielle Chanel, French 
modiste, who now has as partner 
Viola Cross of New York, formerly 
Viola Kraus, who was questioned 
in the Elwell murder case. 





Mrs. Anita M. Baldwin, daughter 
of the late E. J. “Lucky” Baldwin, is 
about to sell her real estate hold- 
ings in California valued at be- 
tween $20,000,000 and $25,000,000. 
She is the mother of Baldwin Bald- 
win, for yeare_manager of Suzanne 
Lenglen, French tennis champion, 
now associated with a Paris dress- 
maker. Baldwin was expected to 
marry Suzanne, but his wife, Nell 
Maxine Baldwin, refused to divorce 
him. He is said to receive an al- 
lowance of $15,000 a month from 
his mother. The senior Mrs. Bald- 
win is half-sister of the late Clara 
Baldwin, who was in turn Mrs. 
Matthews, Mrs. Budd Doble, Mrs. 
Snyder and Mrs. Harry B. Stocker, 
the fourth husband singing in opera 
as Stuart Harrold. Heiress to $10,- 
600,000, this old lady, who died in 
Los Angeles a year ago, wore jewels 








First number of Fox Coast's 


worth $1,500 000. 
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London As It Looks = 


By Hannen Swaffer 





' London, Jan. 3. 

With 1930, conjuring up memories of the past 12 mdiiths of acting and 
production, again rises the question, “Has the English stage a leader?” 

You ask it when, going through the list of plays, you see the failures 
and the successes and you look for progress and proof of achievement, 
No one seems to have advanced much. 

When du Maurier “Led” 

A few years ago, Gerald du Maurier was considered the leader of the 
English stage. Tree was dead, and there was nothing te beat. He got 
knighted on the same day that Charles Hawtrey was knighted. Du 
Maurier was said to have done a great deal for theatrical charities. 
the reason for Hawtrey’s knighthood is still a mystery. He was the 
only ex-bankrupt I remember who became a “Sir.” There was no dis- 
tinction about him. He was merely a very accomplished comedian. 

Well, for some time, du Maurier upstaged it, but, for two years now, 
he has met failure and he has resented it. His strength is his great 
sense of “character” and his finished method of producing a modern 
drama, Still, the Americans have made that look nothingey, lately. His 
weakness is his lack of managerial courage—I mean that a failure up- 
sets him. 

Well, now du Maurier can no longer be said to lead, not that there 
is much to lead even if he were leading it. 

Wanted—A Man With Vision 

In fact, the London stage has nobody who stands out in any artistic 
sense. One or two have a little courage, but no brains. One or two 
have a little brains but no courage. ; 

From the publicity point of view, of course, all the gang have been 
pushed well'on one side by the films and now by the talkers. Theatres 
content themselves with a few lines of advertisement, not nearly as 
much as they buy in New York, while the picture houses take large 
spaces and advertise without stint. 

Recently, in England, too, film stars have been believed to be of greater 
news value than the stars of the stage. ' 





Why the Films Have Won 

Then, when you realize that not one line of poetry was spoken on the 
West End stage last year, and not one British opera was produced in 
all London, you realize that, quite frankly, the art of the theatre is 
nothing much after all. 

We have 20 novelists in England who are worthy of ranking beside 
almost anybody's. In the world of the theatre, we lag behind, merely 
because there is no one with vision and no one with dominating brains 
and no one with the courage of fonesight. 

Some people import and call it showmanship. Other people keep on 
reviving and call it creation. 





Sybil Missed the Omnibus 


A few years ago, the outstanding figure on the London stage was Sybil 
Thorndike, whose genius for tragedy was something that did the nation 
honor. Now, all that great reputation has been footled away. After “St. 
Joan’’—nothing. 

Sybil has produced one or two good plays, but they have been failures, 
Now she is acting in a Napoleonic comedy, “Madame Plays Nap,” which 
is drawing merely a handful of people. On tour, she can crowd them 
in. Her London reputation seems to have disappeared. 





They tried to put up Edith Evans against her a few years ago. Edith 
Evans, nowadays, means next to nothing in the theatre. 
The End of Bohemia 
As for the men there are no people of outstanding merit. Robert 


Loraine, now and then, does some brilliant acting in Strindberg. 

The young actors seem to get into cocktail sets. The promising ones 
join the Garrick Club, or some clique of that sort, and, instead of being 
the fine splendid Bohemians that all the great actors were, they become 
too respectable for anything. 

It is almost pitiful to look round and think of the people—I will not 
print their names—who, a few years ago, might have stood for some- 
thing in the great world of art. Now you see them as hangers-on, per- 
haps, of some snobbish little set, all terribly shocked if any daring per- 
son says one word of truth. 


. 


Alfred Butt’s Unlucky Year 

Of the managers, Cochran has made the most success in the last year. 
Anyway, he keeps on doing something. 

Alfred Butt has had the worst year. The Victoria Palace paid only 
15% this year; the Dominion failed, while the Empire theatre, in which 
he had a large holding, seems a great success as a talker house; Drury 
Lane did not repeat its record-breaking successes; the Globe and the 
Queen’s could not have done much; Butt’s election agent and his wife 
were found poisoned by gas; John Hayman, his associate at the Vic- 
toria Palace, died; then, amiong other troubles, Solly Joel, for years 
Butt’s business associate, began to disagree. 








The End of Another Music Hall 


The turning of the Alhambra into a talker was a minor tragedy in the 
world of vaudeville. They keep on saying “Variety is not dead,” but it 
keeps on dying under everybody’s eyes. 

I must say that, as you cannot sell drink in England in a theatre 
where they are showing pictures, no harm has been done if it means the 
closing of the bar behind the circle. 

Years ago, I was largely instrumental in closing the promenades at 
four London music halls, which used to house prostitutes. Although I 
have often been blamed, since, for the condition of the Alhambra 
promenade, as it has been since, I did not believe it until last Saturday 
night when, quite casually, I walked round the promenade and into the 
bar. I saw nancies all over the place, grinning and painted. 

The arrival of talker at the Alhambra may be a bad thing in one way, 


was 2 scandal. 





The Retirement of Another Critic 


Hubert Griffith told me on Christmas Eve that “A Warm Corner,” the 
farce he was seeing then, was the last show he would criticize for the 
“Evening Standard.” 

It seems he is joining a new paper which the “Daily Chronicle” starts 
in March, and is going round the Continent writing descriptive articles, 
Now that St. John Ervine and Hubert Griffith have retired within a 
few weeks, the personalities of London’s dramatic critics have shrunk 
to a very few. 

There are some dull dogs, and then my boyish imitators, who merely 
exaggerate a lot of nonsense, their dominating idea seeming to be to 
contradict anything I say. As I cannot be wrong more than four times 
out of 10, this makes them wrong six times out of 10, before they start. 

Ivor Brown, one of the sanest of the duller critics, has followed St. 
John Ervine on the “Observer,” where he has to sign every criticism by 
his full name because his initials are the same as Iris Barry, who is 
the “Daily Mail’ film critic, although she does not sign her name. 

Griffith’s weakness was a flapdoodle idea of young actresses. He would 
write sentences, sometimes of 185 words, all about how marvelous some 
young actress was. Nine times out of 10 we never heard of her again 
Then sometimes he talked drivel about how he would rather see Edith 
Evans walk across the stage once than watch any other actress for half 
an hour. 


Why anybody should ever want to watch any actress! I thought peo- 





ple went to the theatre to see a play. 


but at least it will have closed the bar as I saw it Saturday night. It — 
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TURKEY SHOWS 
NO GOOD SOUTH 


—_——_——_— 


Atlanta, Jan, 14, 

“Turkey” legit shows, musical and 
otherwise, that have been coming 
South from the north and west look 
to be washed up below the Mason 
and Dixon line. 

Musical “turkeys” especially, are 
declared out, it is said, all over the 
south by the picture people who 
control the large majority of avail- 
able Houses. Some of the musicals 
of late have been so turkified they 
were obnoxious. When seen by the 
picture men in whose houses they 
appeared, the order went out to shut 
that kind of troupe all off. As 
nothing of merit comes along it 
virtually means the closing of the 
legit down this way. 

Independent legit producers, those 
who have made chumps out of the 
south and southwest for some years 
with their “productions,” are the 
most seriously affected. Now, they 
say, it will become necessary for 
them to play their “turkeys” in halls 
or auditoriums, That’s where they 
should appear, say the film folks, or 
under a tent, or in the back yard. 


NEWSPAPER EXPLOITS 
ALIEN GROUP PLAYS 


Cleveland, Jan. 14. 


“Theatre of Nations,” boosting 
local dramatic groups and their 


shows, is a new theatrical wrinkle 
being introduced here this week by 
“Plain Dealer,” morning daily, as 
a circulation promotion stunt. 

Dramatic ciubs ali hopped up over 
it, as paper foots all production ex- 
penses in addition to giving them 
use of Public Hall’s Little Theatre. 
A series of plays given weekly by 
city’s racial groups are planned. 

Cleveland Syrians presenting 
“The Robbers” in Arabic as initial 
production. K. Elmo Lowe and Max 
Eisenstat, Play House officials, 
giving their services as technical 
eco-directors. Project directed by 
Julius C. Dubin. 


300 Supes in “Miracle” 
Riot Over No Payoff 


Dallas, Jan. 14. 

Riot squad had to go into action 
“The 
Miracle” when 300 extras, bit ac- 
tors, union musicians and stage- 
hands got the unpleasant informa- 
tion that there wasn’t goipg to be 
any pay-off. 

Spectacle came here from St. 
Paul where it also had difficulties 
and although heavily exploited and 
given the church and society angle 
build-up paid admissions at $3 top 
were too few to cover expenses. 
Sheriff came down with an attach- 
ment on the paybox, grabbing all 
properties, trunks, etc. 

Morris Gest was not on hand to 
deal with the emergency. 





Extra Mat. Tryout 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 

George M, Cohan, at the Nixon 
next week in “Gambling,” will try 
out his new play, “Sporting Blood,” 
with three matinees. Performances, 
With regular scale, will be given 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
afternoons, not conflicting with 
Wednesday and Saturday mats of 
“Gambling.” 

“Sporting Blood” will go from 
here to New York for an early open- 
ing while Cohan moves westward 
with “Gambling” on his way to the 
coast. 





End of a Dream 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Franklin Pangborn, who figured 
that his screen value would be en- 
hanced by operating a theatre and 
appearing in productions gives the 
idea up March 14 after a year. 

He and his financial backer, Mrs. 
Lillian Reid, a wealthy Beverly 
Hills woman, are reported to have 
lost $50,000 in the operation. At 
present “The Rear Car” is in the 
Vine street, and it is likely the 
house will shut after this produc- 
tion for the balance of the lease. 


MACK AT PATHE 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Russell Mack, brought out here 
48 director for Radio, has jumped 
°9 Pathe. He is to direct the next 
Ann Harding picture. 
Contract is for one year. 
. 








‘current at the Selwyn, sailed back 


SHOW ‘A BUST; PLAYERS 
ALL GET SCREEN PLUMS 


San Francisco, Jan. 14. 
“Follow Thru,” which Homer 
Curran brought into the Capitol 


here in association with Schwab & 
Mandel, has proved a costly bust. 

The Los Angeles run of “Follow 
Thru” was a dud and reported to 
have set Curran back about $25,600. 
When the show folded up in San | 
Francisco last Saturday night the | 
deficit was reported 
close to $75,000. 

While the producers of the golf 
operetta lost, a number of the play- | 
ers found “Lady Luck.” Vernon 
Rickard, juvenile lead, got a con- | 
tract from Tec-Art to do a picture. | 
Zelma O’Neal, femme comic, goes | 
to Paramount to play her same role 
in talkie version. Mary Hutchin- 
son and Billy Taft have been signed 
to play juvenile leads in twelve 
short comedies for Warners. Allen 
Kearns has been grabbed by Co- 
lumbia, while Tiffany-Stahl got Ear] 
Hampton, comedian. 


Concert Tour Called Off; 
Can’t Start This Season 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

First annual Allied Concert’ Tour 
of America is postponed on account 
of previous engagements. 

Idea was to line up three headline 
musical artists and one male b. o. 
name from pictures for a 19-week 
tour, each of the four guaranteed 
$100,000 for the season. 

Promoters are Richard K. Poli- 
mer, claiming to be manager for 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians; Georges 
Carpentier, Elsie Ferguson, with | 
Haven MacQuarrie working with 
them at the coast end. Polimer re- 
turned to New York two weeks ago 
with idea of engaging Harry Reich- 
enbach to promote the ballyhoo. 
MacQuarrie telegraphed proposi- 
tions to about 20 concert violinists, 
vocalists and pianists. He says re- 
plies favoring the scheme came 
back, but they are too tied up to 
pull the stunt this season. 

Polimer and MacQuarrie figured 
on launching the Allied Concert 
Tours of America at San Francisco 
the latter part of this month, with 
Kansas City, Salt Lake City, Chi- 
cago and Cincinnati on the line-up. 

Number of previous engagement 


somewhere | 








jshow season was witnessed with 


| Erlanger 
imonths of 


| 1929,” 





Critics’ Estimates 





Des Moines, Jan. 14. 

Perusal of box office receipts 
of the five road shows tat 
have appeared here this sea- 
son give the following one 
night average box office re- 
ceipts: 

Rio Rita,” $8,908.50; 
necticut Yankee,’’ 
“Strange Interlude,” $4,927; 
“Porgy,” $1,908; Genevieve 
Hamper (Shakespeare), $720. 

The shows are rated as fol- 
lows by critics here: 1. “Porgy.” 
2. “Strange Interlude.” 3. “Con- 
necticut Yankee.” 4. Gene- 
vieve Hamper. “Rio Rita.” 


CINCY SNUBS SHUBERT 
‘VENICE’ CLEAN-UP AD: 


Cincinnati, Jan. 14. 
Belated start of the local road 


“Con- 
$5,315; 





5. 











THE TRAITOR 


By Laurence Schwab 


Since leaving college I have been in no other business but the theatre 
and I love it. Years ago when pictures were silently flourishing, Jesse 
Lasky offered me a good job and I rejected it. During the last few 
years my partner, Mr. Frank Mandel, and myself have had great suc- 
cess. We have produced five musical shows, all of more than hit pro- 
portions. We have never had a musical failure. 

And yet I sit here now before whatever reading public these lines 
command and calmly state that I am almost ready to become a traitor— 
throw off the Broadway yoke of the theatre and enter a new field—re- 
treat from the small and divided citadel still left to the so-called legiti- 
mate stage to desert for the much maligned business called talkies. 
Many reasons present themselves. No one will care. No one will cry, 
but soon there will be a furious upturning in all branches of the legiti- 
mate theatre that will make the recent stock market scramble look like 
a football game at Vassar. I have not yet changed colors. I still love 
the theatre—but I love it as a poor relation we regard affectionately and 
vVisit—but do not live with. 

The west is full of modern Horace Greeley’s beckoning young men 
of the theatre. They say “Come” where Greeley said “Go.” They really 
know more about it than H. G. did for they are on the ground. So was 
I. Very recently I went out to put on a stage play called “Follow Thru.” 
We produced it in New York. It took over two years for “Follow Thru” 
to cover the few key cities of the United States but when we make a 
talkie of “Follow Thru,” two weeks after it is released it will be playing 
in Medicine Hat, Manitoba and Key West, with enough towns dotted 











jopening Monday night of “Night in 


| Venice,” at the Shubert. A news- 
| pap¢ r tete-a-tete with City Manager 
|\Sherrill preceded the opening. 
Shuberts’ advance newspaper ads 
lasked for public opinion as _ to 
|whether the show was desired in 
jits “Paris version” or in« a more 
) se dately garbed and censored ver- | 
| $20n. 
City Manager Sherrill quickly an- 


inounced in the dailies that “any 
jtheatrical advertising to the con- 
trary notwithstanding, the authori- 
jties will permit nothing which is 
;vulgar or indecent to be exhibited 
| here.” 

- Grand ends eight 
darkness Jan, 19, with 
“turkey,” “Padlocks of 
slated for a week, 


the road 





Scarcity of Houses 


Close Mid-West Stocks 


Chicago, Jan, 14. 

Reports from small towns in Wis- 
consin, Illinois, Indiana and Ohio 
continue to claim that stock is still 
as powerful an attraction as ever, 
with stock companies reporting 
good business. 

In face of these reports, stocks 
continue to close, prematurely. Last 





regrets received from talent ap- 
proached wet the idea for this year. 


Grace Moore Starred 


z Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Metro will star Grace Moore, 
Metropolitan soprano, in a film ver- 
sion of the life of Jenny Lind. 
Following this she will be co- 
starred with Lawrence Tibbits, 
operatic tenor, in something light. 








Cochran Takes Back Play 


Charles B. Cochran, who came 
from London to attend the opening 
of “Wake Up and Dream,” now 


Friday at midnight. During his 
brief visit he arranged to present 
“Strictly Dishonorable” in London, 
in association with Brock Pember- 


week John Winninger closed his rep 
road company at Delvan, Wis., 
while his brother, Frank Winninger, 
will fold his company Jan. 19 in 
Beaver Dam, Wis. Both companies 
in the past have always lasted far 
into the spring before shutting 
down. 

Reason offered by these men for 
the closing is, not that biz was 
poor, but that they were unable to 
secure houses in which to play. All 
houses which formerly played stock 
road shows have gone talker, shut- 
ting the stock companies out of the 
theatres, In the spring and sum- 
mer the companies are able to com- 
bat this lack of houses by operat- 
ing as tent shows. 





“9:15 Revue” Late Start 
Ruth Etting’s Windfail 


Ruth Etting will open with Mrs. 





ton, 

Cochran has also secured Joe 
Cook who has not appeared abroad 
for 20 years. Cook is to be spotted 
in a new musical due there in the 
spring, 





Casey Reappointed 


Boston, Jan. 14. 

John M. Casey, for 25 years head 
of the Boston licensing board, and 
who passes on all the plays and 
pictures, has been reappointed to 
the position by Mayor Curley. 

Casey has always been rated as 
a “square shooter.” He has a most 
complete reference library on the 
stage. . = 

Following his appointment Casey 
ecllapsed in his office and was taken 
to a hospital suffering from an at- 
tack of indigestion. He has now 
fully recovered and is on the job 
again. 





TOUCHY BOSTON 


3oston, Jan, 14. 

Because it ridicules Boston may- 
ors, both for their personal ideas 
and their attitude on censorship, to- 
gether with attacks on the Watch 
and Ward society, steps are being 
taken by the police of Cambridge 
to ban “The Whistling Oyster,” a 
two act play written by a former 





State representative. 





Ruth Selwyn’'s “9.15 Revue,” due in 
New Haven next week. Miss Etting 
asked for a release because the 
show’s opening date was set back 
seven weeks after the date stipu- 
lated in the songstress’s run of 
the play contract. 

Her $1,200 weekly salary was 
dated to start Dec. 1 and, accord- 
ing to Equity’s interpretation of the 
contract, salary from that time is 
due and payable. Miss Etting 
turned down a Miami offer, unable 
to terminate the shew contract. 





Sold for Screen 


The purchase of Lew Cantor’s 
“Courage” by Warners and Aarons 
|& Freedley’s “Heads Up” by Para- 
'mount, were closed last week. 

Warner’s paid $25,000 for “Courage” 
and Par $60,C00 for “Heads Up.” 

Fox is negotiating for the pur- 
|chase of “In Love with Love” and 
Scotland Yard.” 











Lottice Howell Lands 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Lottice Howell, imported here 
|from the New York stage, failed to 
lsuit after tests were made, and was 
kept idle for two months. 

Finally studio cast her in a talk- 
ing short, which pleased, and she 
was given a secondary part in “The 
House of Troy.” j 


j in between to dirty up one of Mr. Rand McNally’s best United States 


| maps, and every place it plays it will be working for Schwab and 
| Mandel. 

I am still on the fence. I cannot yet be hung for desertion for I do 

| not believe the theatrical managers could get together long enough to 

decide to }t a rope to hang me. They never have on anything yet— 

and then who would pay for the rope? While I am still straddling, let 

me tell you the situation as it appears to me. 
The Situation 

The pictures can offer so much more in opportunity, money and con- 

| tinuous employment to the actor, author, technician and business man of 

the theatre that no comparison with the legitimate is possible. The 


picture people can afford the very best. They engage an actor, for six 
or eight weeks for a picture—then the picture is theirs with no more 
to pay. The stage producer must pay his actor every week he plays 
for two years or more in good and bad times, The picture producer has 
his finished product in hand at the end of this short period and can go 
on to another. The stage producer must keep nursing his play and his 
stars week to week, and the illness or dereliction of one person may ruin 
his property. The picture producer has his play under his arm. No 
comedian can put in his recollections from “Judge”; no prima donna 
can become suddenly tired when she has played long enough to save 
a few pennies—no second companies can run down in performances— 
no chorus can walk through their dances—in short none of the thousand 
heartaches that shows are heir to can annoy the man with his picture 
under his arm—bought and paid for. 


The Handicaps 


Then again there is the old but costly story of stagehands and mu- 
sicians. They can make it tough for picture producers during produc- 
tion, but production costs are not the important thing to worry about. 
It is running costs that hurt, and running costs for a picture consist 
of an operator and some one to wake him up when it is time to change 
the reels, 

Railroads cannot make it difficult for you to transport your scenery 
by treating all theatrical baggage with absolute contempt; hauling com- 
panies cannot gouge you for scenery transfer charges, charging double 
time and over time on every opportunity, all day and night it* seems, 
except at lunch time when they won’t work; and above all, you do not 
have to play ball with unions who have the umpire in their own pockets. 

The theatrical] producer has no right of arbitration with the musicians 
or stagehands union. If any difference of opinion arises the union de- 
cides what the producer shall do, and the producer—not being organized— 
does it. 

More Intelligence 


I found the life in Hollywood and the procedure in production of pic- 
tures more interesting and more intelligently planned than that of the 
theatre. There is certainly a broader scope.for the development of 
stories on the screen, especially in musical comedy ,. It is not necessary 
to write unimportant scenes in front of the curtain so that the settings 
may be changed. It is also unnecessary to hear the stagehands change 
these settings on opening nights just when the producer is trying to 
have everything perfect. 

There seems to be a fine class of men working in all fields at the 
better studios and working mostly for the good of the picture, Co- 
operation is given gladly. Studio politics undoubtedly exist but do not 
assume part sufficiently to affect picture production. 

At the present time there is a deal of experimentation. Most every- 
one is in the dark and feeling around, trying to find the right path to 
take toward the production of something which is neither the old fash- 
ioned moving picture nor a slavish reproduction of the stage play with 
noise added. This is especially true in musical productions. A new 
medium must be discovered to tell a story with the charm and comedy 
attained upon the stage by good dialog; not forgetting however, that 
pictorial values are most important and can be used to great advantage 
to forward the story both musically and in adding to entertainment 
value. With the conditions in the theatre such as they are it should be 
most interesting te walk into this shadow-space with the candle of ex- 
perience gained in the theatre and try to evolve a new form of screen 
entertainment which will combine the best of musical comedy and the 
best of picture values. 

Opening Night Thrill Lost 

Of course it must be admitted that there is a certain lack of personal 
contact in pictures that is most pleasant in a stage production when it 
is new. The thrill of opening night (when the show is a hit) will be 
lost. Undoubtedly the stage must go on and will go on. It is the basic 
.form of entertainment and I believe always will be. There will always 
be producers. There will always be dramatic shows and musical shows 
and big successes in both fields, but no matter how much one may love 
the theatre it is a very difficult thing at this time to resist the call of 
the talking pictures. 

The Actors’ Equity Association should forget the West Coast, and 
pay attention to the great problem of keeping the stage theatres open 
for their members—the rank and file of whom are not vaiuable in pictures 
—and every manager, producer, author, actor and well-wisher of the thee 
atre as an art or a business, should unite in one supreme effort to stop 
the ticket brokers from charging such outrageous prices for desirable 
seats. 

I should hate to think of deserting the stage entirely, but unless there 
is a great change in the public attitude toward the too high priced stage 
productions and a definite lowering of theatrical costs in all depart- 
ments, the man who has proven himself able to produce successfully, 
and who now stays in this theatrical business, in my opinion will be 
a martyr: and unfortunately martyrs are not in style this or any the- 
atrical season. 





Fund Benefit January 17 
The 48th annual Actors’ Fund 
Benefit will be staged Friday after- 
noon, Jan. 17, at the New Amster- 
dam theatre under direction 
Daniel Frohman. 


Prinz’s Rush M-G-M Job 
Le Roy Prinz, legit dance stager, 
left by plane for the coast last week 
to handle dances for M-G-M in a 
of |}C. De Mille unit. Prinz’ agreement 
calls for $1,000 weekly. 
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An Actor and His Honey Sit in 
— Two Critical Seats and Judgment 








By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
























































Casters Still Fight Equity Permit 
Rule, Despite High Court Setback 








: When the leading legitimate cast- 
(Now Working Again) ' 
Woods as Champ ing agents learned of the denial of 
aan a a review of the Edelsten case by 
(Now Working Again) A. H. Woods says he will the U. S. Supreme Court. last week, 
Come on, June...this is the nigh So Formal continue producing legit plays they again refused to accede to “ 
, i+] ¢ ust as long as his reputatic ; Fitt: 
I've been waiting for for years J § as his reputation ney eae 
re | nh wi g year: a See is threatened Equity’s mandate to operate only $45, 0¢ 
“Variety” just asked me to cover a nites J: : : 2 : ; . ; “Set 
show...’ show these “Variety” Holly wood, an. 14. Al claims his rep right now under, the permit system which “Wal 
mugs now to do it ; One of the free lance fan is champion flop producer. limits the fee for most engagements appre 
es é ie mag. writers is making the So far three this season, bu 5 , * 
I have nothing to wear.... ‘ ’ t to 5% for 10 weeks. After discuss- line, 
Well ans n't oe 5 critic’s wife? studio rounds in formal attire Al. was away a few. weeks. ¥ : ‘ stacey st: “Hea 
Pil, are y acr 5 Piece ‘ ~ 7 ast - . . "= 
¥ don’t know yet...What are we with embellishments. Arthur: Hopkins is the con- ing the situation, the casters intim- about 
rcs are yet.. Guy claims he is doing it tender, through the Shuberts ated they might carry’on the fight $23,0( 
aa” Abate - apna to set a precedent for visit- not producing. against Equity’s’ stringent’ rules, “The 
Dark Children,” or “Children of n g 
Darkness,” or something like that ing correspondents. Otherwise, using new legal tactics. The Casters same 
ark srs s ng oki dkay. once sought to enjoin Equity, but 
i se era rp manatad Saale ROSCOE AILS | F Pl the latter contended the suit was “Sy 
Biltmore. ..I- hope it’s good, ‘cause Schwab & Mandel “New Moon” Co.| uture ays improperly. brought in the federal of th 
Abo , } lisher, and Fred Hummell...nice G North Chi courts. because of lack of jurisdic-+ 000; 
the bunch there are a great gang reat. Northern, 1icago re AE ‘ ; 
and deserve a ‘break. . that ‘whole| ‘40s: (you, never. know, . when: you: Direction Louis Shurr | s she ; tion.". Uphéld ‘on appeal and ‘left ones 
Chanin’wtob is okeh i may :need a, publisher),.. Winchell “A great comedian is Roscoe Ails wah Sy arte HOe Seen eee standing by the highest court’s re- pr a 
< & n eee . we af agar e “os y 4 5.1 ¢ ak si ‘ * ‘ et . . 
(What's hard about this critic just aske d = for'a gag; SO did Hel Take it from one who has suffered again and ‘has: sidetracked: produc- | fusal, to review. F Sinne 
stuff ?) linger. This may be.the makings Of! years of bad comedians in otherwise] tion.of “The Swan Song” until next There are 16 casting agents. im “Met 
Did you see Willie Conners put.| ™¢ 48 4 critic. Twill have to use'| good operettas. Mr, Ails is never!spring. ‘Swan Song,” authored: by the. association, formed to oppose arour 
on an extra smile when I called for the two I know...so' why give it to| found ailing with a fever to get] Ben Hecht and' Charles MacArthur, Equity’s rules..All do; business. with Fras 
“Variety's” tickets? He ig the] MY contemporaries? (Gee, I hope himself laughed at."—Ashton Stev-| is haged upon the life of the late the legitimate producers in the agen: 
iisntinwen’ OR the tionss' 6 erést guy'| they don't bawl up the spelling of ens, Chicago “Herald-Examiner. Isadora Duhcah but not similar to | C48Gne of: dramatic and musicai Had 
; syd thet Tam a critic I Pe he| that). — — \ “Isadora,” prdduced ‘by ‘Lawrence | @*tractions. It is claimed the pro- py 
is. trying to get in with me they Not a bad second act, What do | Weber and which flopped after, two | ducers have confidence in these $12,0¢ 
all sunita at .critios.::some ; people you. think?.,.What? Kelcey Allen FILM STARS BALK AT weeks. at the Longacre, New York. casters, for their judgment of talent abd 
raed +] aay dut. ea (there’s a| 2cts fidgety ?..,.Well, he knows a | Harris is also holding production , and discovery of new players. The Code’ 
— g oud... ¢ Ss thing or two...I guess it is a bit HARD WORK IN STOCK of “Dread” in. abeyance until next {casters say leading producers. have Hand 
"DA Wo tice that all the critics | 2"@8sy-. Gee, that Mayer, guy sure spring. \ “Dread,” authored by Owen j already refused to do business with 500; 
I i th te tl es bi ‘efee I ok of the wrote plenty of smart stuff, too | Davis,‘'was tried .out’ some weeks j agents who, have signed on Equity’s 000; 
ave -} & 23 0 2 back ‘ > ra | ; ry rot i ee 
"y ae pe i 7 ‘ ‘ } oh ‘dy much for one show, and the actors San Francisco, Jan. 14. ago and hauled in ‘for revision. dotted line. Hou 
. ae eee * TA aaa nh st are’ still good. Henry Duffy hasn’t had much| Michael Kallesser has squared The important casters say their not b 
oda Hina kia “a critic — alae aa Well, let's go out for a smoke and| luck with picture players he has | former differences with, Eguity and business has: not yet been affected 
. Tov Po pl “ss pone am see what they think about the show] imported from Hollywood, for his has been permitted: to proceed with by : Equity because most .of the Las 
sasite nae dined thtes' ond Rentelen? ...it may be good, at that...then| super-stock here. Bryant Wash- Bridge of Sighs after posting players handled are under. contract ing 
ee to 6e6 for thent ok etc clubs | Where would my box score be? burn came up with Charlotte Green: | usual Equity bond, Kallesser has them. Under ‘the Equity rules te 
saa: san ‘] ints...Well. it}. Yeh, that’s Joe Leblang over there| wood, then trekked back to the film formerly figured as producer of his| all such contracts are supposed to rst 
eo eng no nara ati one| :*-¥eh, I saw him smiling...those| town. own plays, but is diverting now automatically expire in 1932, but the Sern 
7 wd 7 keys he dropped are for Cain’s...1] Then appeared Betty Bronson and | Since the current one is authored/ agents are not yet taking up that 
of them brass plates on back of my : : , by Charles Sherman issue may 
3 ’ _ >| saw him on 8th Ave. having a set| Josephine Dunn. They stayed for | ?Y we : ’ bout 
seat...What a chance for a crack “ont 4 Hymsz Adler’s sed duc- They further state that ji . 
here... Dut may as well start off. my made, Great pal of Cain’s, Joe is.| one rehearsal and off they trotted oog~ 2: eee erecee AP ‘ P in no from 
eek nates 0 oa I'll point out the| = Should mention a lot of other|back to filmland. Miss Bronson was tion of “Challenge of Youth” halt- | en s ar -" iad te has any actor notic 
lena to you honey 8 guys here. One-never knows when| floored by the size of the part they |¢©4 in rehearsal two weeks ago has ps ema h a oar con berause —e week 
an eta res tell you? you may want a favor. When they| handed her for her'role in “Your | TéSumed rehearsals with cast waiv-,; “ on yt no be ained a permit, Ne 
he — Ts 1 y h it- | 25k me why I didn’t use their names| Uncle Dudley.” Miss Dunn was |'"8 the usual Equity bond and go- so tha e actors appear to know (“Jer 
Oh, yeh?,., Well, smarty, that lt-| , f ’ , ; 0 ‘aioe di 90. ih ing commonwealth. Show sched-| little about the permit rules. Jobs ger’s 
tie’ wentcitching fellow” thas ts can say I did have it in but a lot! scheduled for “Give and Take,” with " * eine “he t t 
f . of my stuff was cut. In fact, I will] Kolb and Dill, but her lack of stage | Uled to open cold at a New York o. Gece: toe scarce tor them to at tt 
Heywood Broun...That big, hand- . : - 6 | house two weeks hence. stand on ceremony. Cond 
: ; , say my best stuff was cut. experience proved too big a handi- . ‘ 
some guy is Kelcey . Allen...He There’s the bell. Let’s see the end cap “Two Is Company,” comedy by One method under examination week 
doesn’t look like a critic. PS alee weteedogesten te” taki ; John Paton Russell, is set’ for im-| would make the casting agent an ae 
peti o ay oy sete been him! must look th:s way or else the peo- Thr Sh Ou mediate production by William A.; ye Sor gen ins “— rotons The ees 
ge tm wie he wi o rh ‘ ple may think I’m enjoying it; and ee ows t eeaey It’s a two people cast affair rs cep tl ha 2 tie ighy working for sudd 
wnistusthts erg gg rel that won't do...sh sh sh...3d act, with Brady dickering for a brace of} "ae manager to yom he.. would ‘week 
I thought he was grayer than on stars for cast. Will go into re-| look for compensation, Long 
that... Smart Critics Three shows are off Broadway. hearsal as soon as cast is set. Agents intimate that if forced to mont 
I.guess it’s the lights... ' Say, that ain’t bad at all. Some Two dropped out during the holi- Paul Moss is preparing “Second become the producer’s representa- Pre 
There’s Mark Hellinger, who just] surprises and swell acting...Yeh, I days. : 2 Honeymoon,” Rita Weiman’s three- | tive it would tend to lower salaries, agair 
went on the “Mirror,” and his beau-| ouess you're right...it’s too long... Candle Light,” presented at the | act comedy, which will open in New | rather than increase them. on B 


tiful wife, the former Gladys Glad 











Empire by Gilbert Miller, will close 










































































Drags. Yep...How’s my Contempo- London, Conn.,:about Feb. 22. Cast,| Equity appears determined to 
.(Maybe you don’t think I know} paries’ faces look?...They don’t after 18 weeks. is noticomplete as yet. ‘Moss is aij regulate the agents. It declares if 
how to get in with everybody’)... | show anything...Smart guys, eh? brother of B. S. Moss. the permit system does not work 2 h) 
Po viv i aoenee m= Now it’s every*man for himself. CANDLE LIGHT negro a at oer is picture penn bh rule out all we and 
That Napoleonic looking gentle- Well, I know what I’m going to Be i coin behin e show. reate its own agency. t the Ol 
man with the beautiful lady are| gay, ..“Children of jparkiaban” opened e pega Bae AI gsarteY “Souvenir,” by Caesar Dunn. Wil- | leading agents are permitted under 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Beck...the tonight to a very swanky looking Darnton (Eve. World), but on liam Harris producing, the rules to charge 10% for the life 
only millionaire whose home I have} audience. It ran until 11.30...some the other hand most of critics A comedy, as yet unnamed, star-; of an engagement in cases where 
visited that ever served me [004] people liked it and some people seemed. te costbur with Brewn ring Ernest Truex. Lawrence We-'|the players are given a guarantee 
with liquor. didn’t...parts greeted with laughter (Post) in: finding piece “gay ber producing. 5 ‘| of at least 20 weeks per season, has Tw 
Well, the lights are lowered...I/ ,nq parts not. Some people thought but faltering.” The Short Cut,” produced by | not changed the casters attitude of last © 
better get my pencils ready to make} jt was too long; others too short. Paul Gilmore at the Cherry Lane| rejecting the entire list of rules. in te 
notes...I see all my contemporaries] aAjmost everybody agreed that the ™ theatre. Helen Holmes in lead. In the casting agents association ite 
are doing it already...Say, that] acting was swell. But for the sake “The  Unsophisticates, inde- Dramatization of Achmed Abdul-: are William Morris, Ralph Farnum, “ 
Contemp word will ghoul those guys| o¢ my future and my box score, I pendently presented at the Long-|lah’s “Broadway Interlude,” to be| Max Hart, Lyons & Lyons, Jenie 
on “Variety”...I don’t think they| ..y in twe weeks I will be sitting | 2°™® withdrawn Jan. 4. One week. | produced by Earle Boothe. Jacobs, M..S. Bentham, Willie Be! 
have the type to set it up. again on this seat looking at an- George Givott and Farley Gates | Edelsten, Lou Shurr, Harry Bestry, at F 
See that handsome young man| other show. I hope it’s a big hit, THE UNSOPHISTICATES have formed & combine £8 legit pro-| Leo Fitagerald, Jisnmy ‘Dealy, Ed pate 
that just came in...he is one of the| ‘cause I like to see big hits, and the Opened Dec. 30 Second ducers and are reading their first | Davidow, James Ashley, Walter Bil 
funniest guys I know...Bob Bench-| poys at the Biltmore are swell guys “ sa See aber’ Tinker Town,” musical. It goes into | Bachelor, Hermine Shone and Jerry final 
y & stringers found it “cartoonish. rehearsal latter part of next month.'| Cargill 
ley...all in evening clothes, to0..-| anda maybe I'll have my name on a Variety (Ibee) figured it out: “« o .| Cargill, too 1 
maybe he is going to a party after] .eat?... “Not cneubh fun tnade out of eas caeis A ie he sg bab stanz 
the show or else maybe he rates} well, honey, if any guy on “Va- a situation that could have Theatr Guna nd i a into - T ‘ N Ch thou 
evening clothes. You know, honey,! riety” or off of it can do a review been made. much more amus- nr ay ‘és ate : “ale cae as * Prec reasurers ew arter fi 
that with critics it’s just like in the] peter than this, I'd like to see them.|| ing.” et white akcde “Adie Gace Aer: 
army, certain fellows rate. ..8h sh Sh} pis stuff is much better than Sid’s a we he Ae ache. Shelter “a “ae ae) epithet, Sams 34 " - 
bigs curtain is up...Ill tell you — he rl eal — of “Ginger Snaps,” colored revue,| be staged in New York sihce “Saint oe yrs treasurers are. to be ry 
ric h?...Don’t have ta gle...1 suppose hell grudge me). sted but a few days at the Bel-|Joan” produced’ by the Theatre;| &tanted a new charter by the A. F. noo 
Nice set, eh?... ‘la by-line...and Guild several years ago. Although of L., following suspension of their and 
know who designed it now; I will Winchell and Hellinger and my|™0"t cast is not yet set it is expectea| ld charter. what 
look at the program when I’m writ-| 54),.0, 0. McIntyre, and my Con- to tniclude z Humter of English|| This move thwarts all racketeers —° 
ing my review...Oh, this is one of temporaries (Hey! honey, are you GINGER SNAPS actors from the Guild’s road pro- who tried to muscle into the box- (6th, 
those old English things...well, try] cure it means that?) will see that Opened Dec. 31. “Complete- duction of “Wings Over Europe.” | Office men’s organization last year. run ; 
and get a glimpse of my contempo0-/ an actor can write an unbiased, ly unbearable,” said Littell “Family Blues,” by Hatcher A. F, of L. is investigating sus- here, 
raries’ faces, honey...and see what! straightforward account of a play? (World), and Locridge (Sun) Hughes, starring’ Mrs. Fiske went | Pension of the charter held by the Ma 
they register. Not that I have todo} what is worrying me is what told his readers to “be warned.” || into rehearsal this week with A. | treasurers in 1929, since discovering With 
em lane don’t want to knock my name : should yaad —. es war i pi sr ; thought: L. Erlanger and George C. Tyler _— Large - ~ — o : — ran 
, ‘ see, there’s a Freddie an ee— pene y mistake.” producing. Mrs. Fiske closed some urned cver to e ile 
Well, I don’t care what they like] guess I will just sign Lousyee. weeks ago in “Ladies of the Jury” | ©28° Federation of Labor. But 1 
os what — cant. omg ages stp —-- and was to have been projected in lay ae 
o come out fa RS SRS. Sener .  enmamnens eupeun ane a repertoire of former successes ‘“ ” int 
and Mary Ellis are two swell actors| Lieber Heads B’wayward LEGITS’ SHORTS under the same management WHOOPEE” TESTS cane 
...Of course, if I had that part, Fritz Lieber’s subsidized pvseie William Gaxton is to make series|“Family Blues” was cage pre- All femme members of the stage we 
honey...yeh, I guess you're right, sieetene es pi — psncednas Se of shorts for Warners at the Flat~|cedence and with the proposed rep cast of “Whoopee” will be given Anot 
1am not built for it...but I sure) |. M: r h 17 - New York for |bush studio. He is currently in| tour set back until late Spring. silent screen tests by Thornton abou 
can eat that old English stuff up... yaa coer a anskiie adi seals “Fifty Million Frenchmen,” that pic- “Juno and the Paycock,” by Freeland. Idea is their possible 
but he is good, too, the Jailer Is fine. |, 1, named Chicago top is $2.50, | ture firm’s show. Sean O’Cagsey is set for next at the'|©™Ployment in the Goldwyn-Zieg- 
I'll get his name later. So is the guy Shaker presents , ae 2 fashioned Eddie Buzzell has completed his’ [Irish Theatre, Greenwich Village, feld screen version. . 7 
that plays Jonathan Wild, and the Shakespeare without ae solemn. second WB two-reeler in the east,| New York. It will mark’the thira| .@0l@wyn returns from Europe 
Lord is no slouch, either, and the istic frills. Company is angeled by and will probably make two more. | revival of the piece. Jan. 16 when the final huddle on Ho: 
poet...Say, this is a swell cast... Harley L. Clarke millionaire Chi- Irene Delroy took a test at this “Echo,” comedy by Leila Man- preduction details will take penoee stepp 
Muggs Don’t Know cago ‘utilities masunte. studio about 10 days ago. ning Taylor has gone into rehearsal Meanwhile, Freeland is Philadel- week 
This Edwin Mayer has written) Scenery valued at $215,000 goes : with Harold Winston as producer. oe briny nna: fo rs al whicl 
some nice stuff, lots of it new, very| 4, the road with the company. Seek Chi Hoboken Spot It opens cold at a New York house | 2¢t Saturated with material. with 
subtle...(Those “Variety” mugs Pee See : Chicago, Jan. 14. Feb. 3. Cast includes Dodd Meehan, is 0 
won’t know what that one is, either) . Hal Esby, Robert Williams and} Al Bartlett, Jane Altemus and “Blue Sky” at Booth ane 3 
...Well, to tell the truth, I think Latham Staging for Radio Phil Davis are hunting for a near} others: “Out of a Blue Sky,” Tom Van We 
the act drags the least little bit...it Hollywood, Jan, 14. northside spot at which to produce “All the World Wondered,” for Dyck’s first production try, has been are jr 
needs cutting. Not bad, though. Fred G. Latham, New York stage| revivals of the old melodramas tolimmediate production by Herman|spotted for the Booth, New York, nabbe 
Well, here’s some more celebs...| director, brought here under con-| entice the same sort of crowd that}Shumlin. Directed by Chester Er-|Feb. 5, the house remaining dark with 
That’s Horace Liveright, the pub- tract by Radio to stage musicals. ferries across to Hoboken. skine. Now casting. until then. come 
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Last we¢@k, following New Year’s 
going, majntained the holiday pace, 
all the le@ders prospering. The au- 
tomobile Kshow accounted for the 
good grosses. ; 

“Sons o’'f Guns” got nearly $49,000; 


“Fifty Million Frenchmen” almost 
$45,000; « “Bitter Sweet,” $43,000; 
“Sketch } Book” bettered $40,000; 
“Wake Wp and Dream,” capacity 
approximately $39,000; “Sweet Ade- 
line,” $35,000; “Scandals,” $33,000; 
“Heads Up,” $31,000; “Top Speed,” 


about $27,000; “Wonderful Night,” 
$23,000; “The Little Show,” $19,500; 
“The Street Singer,” estimated less; 
same for “Woof Woof.” 


Non- Musicals 


“June Moon” still a bit in the lead 
of the non-musicals at virtual $24,- 
000; “It a Wise Child” quoted at 
almost $23,000; “Strictly Dishonor- 
able,” $21,500 (leader in demand); 
“Berkeley Square,” $19,300; “Young 
Sinners” very strong at $18,500; 
“Meteor,” ‘$16,000; “Red Rust,” 
around $15,000; “The First Mrs. 
Fraser” bettered that mark (good 
agency ticket); “Death Takes a 
Holiday,” between $12,000 and $13,- 
000; “Journey’s End” and “Street 
Scene,” the holdover dramas, over 
$12,000; “Subway Express,” $11,000; 
about tssame for “The Criminal 
Code”; (“Mendel Inc.” and “Bird in 
Hand,” $9,500; “Broken Dishes,” $7,- 
500; “Salt Water’ quoted over $8,- 
000; “Your Uncle Dudley,” $7,000; 
“Houseparty,” $6,500, with the others 
not better and mostly lower. 

New Plays 


Last week’s new shows saw noth- 
ing exceptional, although “Waterloo 
Bridge” is claimed to have a chance. 
First week’s gross quoted over $14,- 
000, but agency call reported light. 
“Children of Darkness” better eight; 
may ‘hold on for a time, but that’s 
about all; “So Was Napoleon” (“Sap 
from| Syracuse’) drew in and out 
notices, with light trade after a mid- 
week premiere. 


Ne syeek offers “Josef Suss” 
(“Jew Suss”) in English at Erlan- 
ger’s and “The Challenge of Youth” 
at the 49th Street. “Her Delicate 
Condition” may come in late in the 
week at the Little. ‘Candle Light” 
closes at the Empire this week, 
house going dark until. “The Dis- 
honored Lady” is ready. Added 
sudden closings during the holiday 
week were “The Unsophisticates,” 
Longacre, and “Ginger Snaps,” Bel- 
mont. 


Production seems to be slowing up 
again. There are 16 dark theatres 
on Broadway this week. 


2 SHOWS ONLY STOOD 
OUT IN L. A. LAST WEEK 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 
Two shows did as much business 
last week as did the remaining six 
in town. With rain most of the 
week, night trade was none too 
brisk. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Belasco—Stratford-upon-Avon Co. 
(ist week). With schools and uni- 
versities buying in large lots, ex- 
ceptionally good at $16,000. 

Biltmore—“Diamond Lil” (3a and 
final week). Mae West’s opera none 
too hot here. Blew at end of this 
stanza with $8,000, still profit, even 
though 54 on payroll. 

El Capitan—“‘The Boomerang” (3d 
week), Trade just not obtainable. 
$5,100. 

Hollywood Playhouse—“Dear Me” 
(3d, final week). Probably little 
old fashioned, with Grace La Rue 
and Hale Hamilton helping to do 
what business was done. Pulled 
stakes with $4,100. 

Majestic — “Among the Married” 
(6th, final week). Most successful 
run of any show Horton put on 
here. Wound up with $6,800. 

Mayan—“Oh Susanna” (2d week). 
With show smoothed up, have sup- 
ported this one much better than 
generally for shows of this type. 
But no profit at $16,800. 

President—“Cat and Canary” (ist 
week). Rather antiquated for local 
interest in mystery plays. $3,400, 
quite disappointing. 

Vine St.—“Rear Car” (last week). 
Another mystery none too keen 
ebout. $4,000, and closed Saturday. 











Tour Despite Pinch 


San Francisco, Jan. 15. 

Homer Curran’s “Follow Thru” 
stepped out of the Capitol last 
week, followed by “Bad Babies” 
which still has an account to settle 
with the cops in Los Angeles. Show 
is opening here with great ballyhoo 
and pinch is looked for. 

Wesley Barry and Pauline Garon 
are in the cast. Some of the players 
Nabbed in Los Angeles are still 
With the show and their case is to 
come up Jan. 26. 


4 


$20,000 FOR FRITZI 
AT $2.50 IN BOSTON 


Boston, Jan, 14, 
at the Majestic in 
“Mile. Modiste” led the town. She 
has another week at the Majestic 
and then to allow the theatre to 
take care of the rest of the Herbert 
revival booking will probably go to 
the Wilbur. It has been a personal 
triumph for her with her comeback 
getting plenty of publicity. 

Business elsewhere was about or- 
dinary and reflected normal letdown 
after the holidays. 

At the Hollis the Theatre Guilds 
“Major Barbara” did about three- 
quarters capacity, around $14,000, 
at $3 top. About half from. sub- 
scriptions. 

“Hot Chocolates” at the Tremont 
for its final week grossed about 
$13,000, not so hot. Colored shows 
with very few exceptions fail to 
click here consistently. 

“Pleasure Bound” at the Shubert 
continues this week with a few 
changes in the cast, Jack Pearl be- 
ing out to enter the “International 
Review” and “The House of Fear” 
at the Plymouth is on the last of 
three weeks. 

But one opening Monday, at the 
Hollis where the Theatre Guild 
presented “Pygmalion.” “Little Ac- 
cident” is due to follow into the 
Plymouth next week and 23rd the 
Colonial will reopen after being 
dark with the premiere of the Zieg- 
feld’s “Simple Simon.” 

Last Week’s Estimates 

“Mile. Modiste” (Fritzi Scheff) 
(Victor Herbert revival) Majestic 
(2nd week).—Did best business in 
town opening week; $20,000; 
parative difference to the Shubert is 
in price scale, here $2.50. 

“The House of Fear,” Plymouth 
(last week), near $9,000. 

“Pleasure Bound,” Shubert (2nd 
week)—Did $25,000. 

“Hot Chocolates,” Tremont (last 
week )—Did $13,000 last week; rather 
poor gross for a musical. 

“Pygmalion,” Hollis (first week 
of Theatre Guild)—Last week “Ma- 
jor Barbara” grossed $14,000. 

“The Middle Watch,” Copley—The 
only farce in town and doing com- 
fortable business. 


FRISCO GROSSES 


San Francisco, Jan. 14. 

Business not so hot in legit. Cur- 
ran with Bailief’s “Chauve Souris” 
fair at $14,000. The Geary next door 
got $14,000 with “Journey’s End.” 

Homer Curran’s third attraction 
in the Capitol, “Follow Thru,” 
brodied on its second week, getting 
barely $15,000, which doesn’t look 
profitable. 

Henry Duffy’s Alcazar, “Now and 
Then,” slipped at $4,500. President 
with “She Couldn’t Say No” holding 
up strong and pulled $7,000. 


That Ticket Idea 


Although there was a lull in the 
past week in the managerial con- 
ferences to eliminate high prices 
and gyping of theatre tickets, the 
plan as set forth is dated to go 
into effect March 1. That date was 
set because of a number of agency 
buys, some of which do not ex- 
pire until then. No actual agree- 
ment between agencies and man- 
agers has yet been made. 

The plan stipulates that all buys 
are to be discontinued, meaning 
that all unsold tickets handled by 
the agencies are returnable to the 
box offices. Buys generally permit 
but 10% of allotments to be re- 
turned. The brokers are expected 
to agree to sell all tickets for not 
more than 79 cents (75 cents pre- 
'mium plus federal tax). Recognized 
agencies are to be given regular 
allotments but are to bond them- 
selves not to sell for higher prices. 
The managers will also be under 
bond. The plan further calls for 
a fair percentage of tickets be held 
in the box offices for direct window 
sale. 

It was announced by the man- 
agerial committee that only two 
managers opposed the idea, A. L. 
Erlanger and Charles Dillingham. 


Takings in Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 

Thurston had town to himself at 
Alvin and at $1.50 got excellent 
$13,000. Stays over for another 
week, making way for “Night in 
Venice,” Alvin’s first musical since 
Thanksgiving week. 

Sharp stock at Pitt had Eugene 
Walter’s “Paid in Full,” and made 
creditable showing. Sharp turning 
tidy profit. 





Fritzi Scheff 

















Nixon dark, but “Gambling,” 
“Brothers” and “Papa Juan” due. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


“You Don’t Say” (J. J. Lev- 
enthal), Bryant Hall. 

“Echo” (Harold Winston), 
Lyric Studios, 

“Family Blues” (Erlanger & 
Tyler), Erlanger. 





“Flying High” (George 
White}, Apollo. 
“Simple Simon” (Flo Zéeg- 


feld), Ziegfeld. 
“Street Scene,” No. 3 (W. A. 
Brady), Playhouse. 

“Sisters of Chorus” (New- 
man & Johnson), Harris. 
“Juno and Paycock” 
Players), Irish Theatre. 
“International Revue” 

Leslie), Shubert. 


(Irish 
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3 CHI MUSICALS 
TOP $30,000; 
BIZ UP 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Loop legit business the second 
week of the new year held up well; 
much optimism for future weeks. 





Two musicals and one com- 
edy opened. “Vanities” replaced 
“Brothers” at the Erlanger; “Nina 


Rosa” followed “New Moon” at the 
Great Northern, and “Queen Was in 
the Parlor” opened at the Garrick. 

“Animal Crackers” at the Grand 
led all houses again with a strong 
$84,000, followed by “Show Boat” at 
$33,000 and “New Moon” at a great 
$31,000 for the last week of that 
show, which went on tour. 

Among the straights, “Street 
Scene” was the class at the Apollo 
with $24,000, “Strange Interlude” 
and “June Moon” following with 
$19,000 apiece. 

“Queen Bee” finished a six-week 
run at the Cort, was disappoint- 
ing throughout and folded; some 
talk of a revival next fall if Allan 
Dinehart will return to the cast and 
do further revision on the script of 
this comedy. 

“R. U. R.” ended its Guild run at 
the Studebaker and went on tour. 
House is dark until Jan. 27, when 
“Let Us Be Gay” opens with Fran- 
cine Larrimore, a big Chicago draw, 
heading the cast. She should pull 
extra results. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Animal Crackers” (Grand, 4th 
week). Harpo, Groucho, Zeppo and 
Chico brought $34,000 with their 
gags and idiocies, and no letup yet. 

“Bird in Hand” (Harris, 4th 
week). Up $1,000 to $16,000 for this 
comedy. . 

“Blackbirds” (Adelphi, 8th week). 
Just getting by for the colored mu- 
sical at $16,000, but will stay so long 
7 P a figures do not fall below 
1 E 
“Illegal Practice” (Playhouse, 5th 


week). Eked out $5,000, but future 
doubtful, though cut-rate ducats 
helped. 


“Infinite Shoeblack” (Princess, 4th 
week). Ends its run Saturday; 
around $8,500 last week. Will be 
followed by “The Matriarch.” 

“June Moon” (Selwyn, 4th week). 
At $19,000, this comedy dropped 
$3,000, but figures still look good. 

“Nina Rosa” (Great Northern, 1st 
week). This Shubert musical re- 
placed “New Moon,” which ended 
an 18-week run with $31,000. 

“Queen Bee” (Cort, 6th and final 
week). * Closed with a low $5,000, 
but was off throughout and started 
even poorer. Comedy folded. 

“Queen Was in the Parlor” (Gar- 
rick, 1st week); Pauline Frederick 
as star and producer; opened a 
week later than announced. 

“R. U. R.” (Studebaker, 3d and 

final week). Ended regular Guild 
run with $15,000. House will be re- 
lighted Jan. 27 with “Let Us Be 
Gay.” 
“Street Scene” (Apollo, 4th week). 
Did about $24,000, which is up over 
the previous week, and has the 
strongest demand in the city. 

“Strange Interlude” (Blackstone, 
7th week). Still steady at $19,000 
for six performances a week. 

“Show Boat” (Illinois, 15th week). 
Did $33,000 and is in its final week, 
leaving Saturday, with “Whoopee” 


replacing. 
“Vanities” (Erlanger, 1st week). 
Replaces “Brothers,” which was 


saved by cut rates after a weak 
start and continued through 10 
profitable weeks, averaging $10,000 
for the run and doing $11,000 the 
closing week. 





Billers Pay Scaie 

The scale for the New York local 
(No. 1) of billers and distributors is 
set for the new year as follows: 
One sheet cards, $10 per 100; half 
sheets, $7 per 100; one sheets, $19 
per 100. 

The salaries of the billers and 
posters remains the same, $45 a 
week for driver of the card autos 
and $40 for his assistant. 














Shows in N. Y. and Comment 





mediocrity or loss. 


play is also considered. 


admission scale given below. 


Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained in the difference in 
house capacities with the varying overhead. , 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. Variance 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


Classification of attraction, house capacity j 
Key to classification: 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


4 


Also the size of cast, 


and top prices of the 
C (comedy)3 








Admission tax applies 


“Berkeley Square,” Lyceum (1lith 
week) (C-957-$4.40). Motor car 
show aided jJeaders last week, 
when grosses nearly as good as 
holiday week discounting extra | 
matinees; “Berkeley” better $19,- 
000. 


“Bird in Hand,” Forrest (42d week) 
(CD-1,015-$3.85). Has moved five 
times since opening, but appears 
a hardy show.and making money 
at moderate grosses; $10,000. 

“Bitter Sweet,” Ziegfeld (11th week) 
(M-1,622-$6.60). English operetta 
stood up excellently last week, 
rating with the actual front-run- 
ning musicals; $43,000. 


“Broken Dishes,” Masque (ilth 
week) (C - 700 - $3). Moderate 
money comedy. now spotted in 
house of limited capacity; figured 
about $7,500. 

“City Haul,” Hudson (3d week) 


(CD-1,094-$3). Audiences like this 
show and business showed some 
improvement, but has to pick up 
much more; $5,000 estimated. 

“Candle Light,” Empire (16th week) 
(C-1,000-$3.85). Final week; did 
very well first two months with 
average of over $14,000, then 
steadily slipped downward; about 
$7,000 last week; “The Dishon- 
ored Lady” next attraction. 


“Children of Darkness,” Biltmore 


(2d week) (D-1,000-$3.85). Critics 
seemed to like this new one in 
the main; rather light trade 


after premiere, however, indicates 


doubtful chances at run; $6,000 
estimated. 

“Death Takes a Holiday,” Barry- 
more (4th week) (D-1,090-$3). 


Plugged with extra advertising, 
trade jumped last week; matinees 
especially strong; $12,000 to $13,- 
000. 


“Fifty Million Frenchmen,” Lyric 
(8th week) (M-1,400-$6.60). This 
show and, “Sons-o’-Guns” are 
Broadway's leaders; gross last 


week at $45,000 indicates capacity. 

“First Mrs. Fraser,” Playhouse (4th 
week) (CD-879-$3.85). Very good 
agency call, with’ trade bigger 
than first indicated; gross went 
over $15,000 last week. 

“Ginger Snaps,” Belmont. Closed 
Jan, 4; only played a few days. 


“Heads Up,” Alvin (10th week) (M- 
1,387-$3.50). Has commanded good 
business right along, and while 
not among actual\gross leaders, is 
well up in rating; $34,000 last 
week. 


“Houseparty,” 48th St. (19th week) 
(D-969-$3). Going along to some 
profit because of low operating 
cost; cut rat®s count in the gross 
of $6,500. 

“Inspector Kennedy,” Bijou (5th 
week) (CD-605-$3). Draw of star 
(William Hedge) figures, though 
play not rated very highly; esti- 
mated around $6,500. 

“It Never Rains,” Eltinge (9th 
week) (C-892-$3). Players re- 
ported working under common- 
wealth arrangement and to share 
in picture rights if sold; $4,000. 

“Journey’s End,” Miller’s (44th week) 
(D-946-$4.40). Holdover should 
last through current season; last 
week about $12,300, which affords 
a good profit. 

“June Moon,’ Broadhurst (15th 
week) (C-1,118-$3.85). Still the 
biggest money-getter among non- 
musicals; not full capacity, but 
not far from it at $24,000. 

“Mendel, Inc.,” Ritz (8th week) (C- 
945-$3.85). Said to have more 
parties arranged than any other 
current show, East Side organ- 
izations attending; about $9,500 
last week. 

“Meteor,” Guild (4th week) (CD- 
914-$3). Resumed last week after 
several days’ Jayoff because of 
lead’s illness and played to ca- 
pacity business; over $16,000. 

“Nancy’s Private Affair,” Vander- 
bilt (Ist week) (C-771-$3). Pre- 
sented by Myron C. Fagan, who 
also authoreli it; reported favor- 
ably; opened Monday. 

“Phantoms,” Wallack’s (ist week) 
(CD-770-$3). Presented independ- 
ently; written by A. E. Snitt and 
L. Sand; opened Monday after 
several delays. 

“Red Rust,” Beck (5th week) (D- 


1,189-$3). Something of a sur- 
prise in thé way of business; 
drawing persons interested in 
Russian art; over $14,000. 
“Salt Water,” John Golden (8th 
week) (C-900-$3). Making some 
money at ‘better than quoted 


$8,400 last week; may move when 
“Even in Egypt” is ready for New 
York. 

“So Was Napoleon,’ Harris (24 
week) (C-1,051-$3). Renamed from 
“The Sap from Syracuse’; com- 
edy which drew difference of 
opinion from critics; opened mid- 
die of last week. 

“Scandals,” Apollo (17th week) (R- 


on tickets over $3 


1,168-$6.60). Made good profit last 


week; though not as big as ex- 
pected, finished strongly; about 
| $33,000. 
“Seven,” Republic (4th week) (D- 
901-$3)... Continues with cast tak- 


ing a salary cut of 25 per cent.; 
may move after Jan. 27, when 
“Subway Express” switches over 
from Liberty. 

“Sons-o’-Guns,” Imperial (8th week) 
(M-1,400-$6.60). Remained at top 
of musicals, with capacity regis- 
tered throughout last week for a 
gross over $48,000. 

“Sketch Book,” 44th St. (29th week) 
(R-1,323-$3.85). Got as much last 
week. or more than during holiday 
period; auto visitors went for 
show strong; claimed well over 
$40,000. 

“Street Scene,” Ambassador (54th 
week) (C-1,200-$3.85). Longest 
run show on list: dramatic smash 
of last season still making some 
meney; bettered $12,000 last week, 

“Strictly Dishonorable,” Avon (18th 

week) (C-830-$3.85). Is on a nine- 
performance basis, extra matinee 
addéd; sells out all performances; 
nothing stronger in demand; $21,- 


500. 

“Strike Up the Band,” Times 
Square (list week) (M-1,057- 
$5.50). Presented by Edgar Sel- 
wyn; book by Morrie Ryskind; 
score by George and Ira Gersh- 
win; Clark and McCullough 
starred; well regarded in Boston; 
opened Tuesday. 

“Subway Express,” Liberty (17th 
week) (D-1,202-$3). Will move to 
the Republic after another week; 
house to get “Sari” at that time; 
mystery play got about $11,000 
last week. 

“Sweet Adeline,” Hammerstein’s 
(20th week) (M. - 1,265 - $6.60). 
Season’s first musical success; 
though under earlier pace, still 
doing well; last week nearly $35,- 
000. 

“The Criminal Code,” National (16th 
week) (D-1,164-$3). Has proved 
its staying powers; one of season’s 
serious dramas making a profit; 
over $10,000. 

“The Little Show,” Music Box (38th 
week) (R-1,000-$4.40). Got $19,- 
500 last week, regarded as excel- 
lent at_this stage of run; nearly 
as strong as holiday week when 
New Year’s eve scale pushed pace 
to $25,000. 

“The Street Singer,” Shubert (17th 
week) (M-1,395-$5.50). Sticking 
to about an even break and will 
probably leave for road soon; 
$19,000 estimated. 








“The Unsophisticates,” Longacre. 
Was withdrawn Jan. 4; played 
one week. 


“Top Speed,” Chanin’s, 46th St. (4th 
week) (M-1,413-$5.50). Liked but 
not amorig the real musical lead- 
ers; approximated $27,000 last 
week; only moderate for new high 
scaled show. 

“Wake Up and Dream,” Selwyn 
(3rd week) (R-1,067-$6.60). Held 
to excellent business second week; 
close to $39,000, which is about 
all house can get as scaled, 

“Waterloo Bridge,” Fulton (2nd 
week) (C-913-$3.85). Got off to 
very good start considering the 
notices, ‘which were lukewarm; 
first week around $14,000. 

“When Hell Froze,” Elliot. Post- 
poned because of script revision. 

“Wise Child,” Belasco (24th week) 
(C-1,050-$3.85). Great gross get- 
ter; was first comedy hit of 
season and indications point to a 
run until warm weather; $23,000. 

“Wonderful Night,” Majestic (12th 
week) (O-1,776-$5.50). Manage- 
ment plugging show with extra 
space advs. and radio; appears to 
be turning some profit; $23,000 
last week, 

“Woof Woof,” Royale (4th week) 
(M-1,118-$4.40). Rated about 
weakest of new musicals. 

“Young Sinners,” Morosco (8th 
week) (CD-893-$3). Has climbed 
to the hit-class; last week takings 


went to $18,500 or better; big 
money in this house. 
“Your Uncle Dudley,” Cort (9th 


week) (C-1,042-$3). Not big but 
making money, cut rate support 
counting; business rated better 
than $7,000. 

Special Attractions—Little Theatres 
“Prince of Pilsen,” Jolson’s; revi- 


val: opened Monday. 
“Everything’s Jake,” Assembly; 
new group offering Don Marquis 


comedy; opens Thursday (Jan. 16). 
“Michael and Mary,” Hopkins; 
still doing big. 
“The Blue and the Gray,” Rialto, 
Hoboken; revival. 
Opera 


American Grand 
Casino; limited date. 

Civic Repertory, 14th Street. 

“At the Bottom,” Waldorf; a ver- 
sion of “In the Depths,” 
/ Ruth Draper, comedy. 


Co., 








a ah ie lla pK Se 


wecvenr 
_ ee 

















> 68 


ir 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 


Wednesday, January 15, 1930 { 


‘. 
’ 





Philly Exceeds Holiday Week Take; 
4 of 6 Shows Go to Smash Class 











Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 

After three of the worst months 
experienced by the legit theatre 
in Philly for years, business has 
suddenly picked up with a ven- 
reance. The strange thing is that 
was really better than 
New Year’s week in general trade 
Six of the eight houses opened re-| 
vorted satisfactory and 
our of the six were in or close to 
the “smash” class. | 

“Whoopee,” with a $4.40 top, came 
into its own after being admittedly | 
far under expectations New Year's 
veek From Wednesday matinee} 
on, there were two or three rows | 
of standees at every performance 
nd plenty of turn-aways. The 
gross on the week hit $36,000 which, 
without the aid of holidays, is 
something that Philly hasn't had 
this season. Show could have 
stayed at the Garrick for another 
three weeks, 


For consistency, however, “The 
New Moon” has it all over the Zieg- 
feld show. This Schwab & Mandel 
operetta, coming into the Forrest | 
Christmas week, did almost $30,000, 
jumped to $38,000 New Year’s week, 
and did around $32,000 last week. 
At a $3.50 top, that looked like the 
millenium for the harrassed and 
discouraged local managers. “The 
New Moon” is said to be set for 
only six weeks here, because of the 
very heavy overhead, but unless it 
nose-dives .suddenly it would not 
be surprising if another fortnight 
were added. It was, by all odds, the 
most solid and thumping hit the 
Forrest has had since it gpened al- 
most two years ago and it may go 
a long ways toward putting. this 
house on the theatre map. 

Of the dramatic shows, the sur- 
prise of the town was “Dear Old 
England,” offered under the aus- 
pices of the Professional Players at 
the Adelphi theatre. This English 
comedy was shoved in hurriedly 
when the second of their series of 
iive plays, “Thunder in the Air,” 
flopped hard. The latter, in the 
holiday season, hardly grossed $8,- 
000 in two weeks. “Dear Old Eng- 
land,” starting off at $500, picked 
up all week and on Saturday got al- 
most $4,000 with a week’s gross of 
around $8,000 resulting. It started 
this week with a complete sell-out 
and as a result it will be moved 
down next week to the Chestnut 
Street Opera House, now dark, to 
make room for the next regular sub- 
scription offering of the Profes- 
sionel Players, “The Infinite Shoe- 
black,” 

Next door, at the Lyric, “Jour- 
ney’s End” also held up nicely al- 
though off from its original pace. 

Another pleasant surprise was 
the strong trade done by “Papa 
Juan” with Otis Skinner at the 
Broad. Offered now by Mr. Skin- 
ner himself and James Reilly, and 
tlicked strongly. 

The second of the five scheduled 
Victor Herbert revivals, “Naughty 
Narietta,” with Ilse Marvenga at 
Keith's, was a long way from ca- 
pacity, but a profitable figure. 

Another light opera revival, “Robin 





last week 


business 





Hood,” died up at the Shubert, al-; 


though excellently presented, prov- 
ing lack of wisdom in pitting these 
two similar revivals against each 
other. 

The Walnut, with another try-out, 
“Escapade,” got fair notices, but a 
tough break due to incapacity of 
Lou Tellegen. 

This week's only newcomer, a re- 
vival of “Sari,” with Mitzi, started 
big at the Garrick. It is now re- 
ported that it will move over to the 
Shubert next Monday for an addi- 
tional fortnight. This switch, to- 
gether with that of “Dear Old Eng- 
land” to the Chestnut, will mean 
that all nine legit houses here will 
again be filled. 

Openings next Monday will in- 
clude “Jenny,” at the Walnut; “The 
Infinite Shoeblack,” at the Adelphi; 
“Porgy,” at the Broad; “Babes in 
Toyland,” at Keith’s, and “Even in 
Egypt,” try-out with George Jessel, 
at the Garrick. 

Estimates of the Week 

“Papa Juan” (Broad, 2d week). 
Otis Skinner started with unexpect- 
ed strength last week, grossing be- 
tween $17,000 and $18,000. “Porgy” 
next Monday. 

“Robin Hood” (Shubert, 2d week). 
A sorry flop here despite fine no- 
tices. Doubtful if it got $12,000. 
“Sari” to move over here next Mon- 
day, according to report. 

“Sari” (Garrick, Ist week). Mitzi 
revival started strongly. Expected 
to move to Shubert to make room 
for “Even in Egypt,” George Jessel’s 
latest. “Whoopee” real smash at 
$36,000 or more last week, capacity 
after Tuesday. 

“Naughty Marietta” (Keith's, 2d 
week). Profitable but not what it 
might have been with a better pro- 
duction. Ilse Marvenga favorite 
here, helped get the $20,000. 

“Escapade” (Walnut, 2¢ week). 
Not so forte, with Lou Tellegen’s ill- 
ness hurting. Hardly $5,000. 

“Journey’s End” (Lyric, 4th week). 
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BOSTON’S GREAT LITTLE 
BOSTON’S GREAT CIVIC 


Jan. 14. 


Boston, 





The 
autre 


new $1,000,000 Repertory the- 
on Huntington avenue, ded- | 
as the first civic theatre in | 
has surrended its unique | 
position and will be converted into 
On Jan. 6 | 
the theatre presented the first mo- | 
tion picture in the playhouse that 
promised to blaze a new trail in the 
advancement of the drama when it 
was dedicated. No attempt will be 
made for the present to stage 
“talkers” in the Repertory. 

“What is the point in attempting 
to force upon the public what they 


do not want?” said Mrs. Henry 
Jewett, executive director of the 
theatre. 

“T am frank to admit today that 





I can foresee no future for the legit- 
imate stage. How can the spoken 
word hope to compete against the 
highly advanced moving picture? 
They can carry you in seconds from 
one beautiful country to another, 
from one beautiful scene to another, 
portraying for your benefit scenes 
that it would be impossible to place 
on the legitimate stage.” 





CAST CHANGES 


Franklyn Ardell has replaced An- 


drew Tombes in “The _ Street 
Singer.” Tombe rehearsing with 
“Ripples.” 


William Sully in vaude with 
Genevieve Houghton, will turn his 
act over to George Patten and 
replace Gus Shy in the “June 
Moon” cast Jan. 27. 

Calvin Thomas and Charles Har- 
old have supplanted Walter. Kings- 
ford and Norman Miller in cast of 
“Criminal Code” at the National, 
New York. 

Janet Bell has replaced Dorothy 
Patten in cast of “Subway Ex- 
press” at Liberty, New York. 

Irene Delroy is leaving 
Speed” to assume place in 
High.” 

Betty Compton gave her notice 
for “50 Million Frenchmen” and 
will go to Florida. Ruth Sennett 
steps into her place Jan. 20. 

Loring Smith, recently returned 
from Australia, has replaced Jack 
Squires in “Woof Woof.” Elsa and 
Billy Newell, in addition to their 
regular roles have been assigned 
the parts formerly played by Helen 
Goodhue and George Haggerty. 


“Top 
“Aces 





ENGAGEMENTS 


Eight girl tap dancers, from the 
Billy Pierce studio, in the new Ruth 
Selwyn show, “9:15 Revue.” They 
are Mary Sawyer, Teddy Walters, 
Lillian Ostrom, Carol Mackey, Jane 
Sherman, Thelma Temple, Louise 
Barrett and Dorothy James. 

Clarence Derwent, “Topaze.” 





LAWYER DAVIS, SHOWMAN 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Having played hide-and-seek with 
show business for many years, Phil 
Davis, the lawyer, has jumped in 
with both feet. He has taken over, 
from Hal Esby, the “After Dark” 
company, now in Milwaukee, and 
will play producer. 

Davis has tentative booking for 
the show through a southern route. 





Kean Gives Notice 


J. Robert Keane turned in his 
notice Saturday to Hammerstein’s 
“Sweet Adeline,” musical, at Ham- 
merstein’s, New York. 

No reason assigned, 
an indef run. 


Show is on 





Gillette’s $30,000 
Washington, Jan. 14. 
William Gillette’s “Sherlock 
Holmes” had them fighting to get 
into the National all last week. 
Looks to have gotten $30,000. 





$15,000. Ought to complete six or 
seven weeks. 

“Dear Old England” (Adelphi, 2d 
week). Surprise hit of week, build- 
ing to $8,000 after opening night of 
$500. So strong it moves to Chest- 
nut next Monday with “Infinite 
Shoeblack,.” next subscription offer- 
ing of professional players, definitely 
set to come in. 

“New Moon” (Forrest, 4th week). 
Real consistent smash hit of year. 





Still profitable and plenty beside, 
aithough off to between $14,000 and 
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Last week $32,000 after grossing 
$68,000 during two holiday weeks, 
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HE NEVER CAME BACK, 
SO WIFE AFTER DIVORCE 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

August 24, 1927, Chester L. Over- 
gard, contractor, got up, shaved and 
dressed, then tiptoed into the bed- 
room where his bride of two months 
was sleeping. She was a showgirl, 
professionally Hazel Bernard, and 
had appeared with Fay Lamphier. 
then “Miss America,” in “Venus 





Shoestringers Flat, Few Indies 





SHUBERT TROUPE BALKS 





AT NO-PAY BROADCAST 


of Greenwich Village.” | 


Overgard woke her gently. ‘I’m 
going away on a little business trip, 
honey: wait for daddy,” he said, and 
kissed her. 

His wife waited until Jan., 
before she was convinced her daddy | 
wasn’t going to keep the date and 
then had Irving Eisenman file a 
divorce bill, charging desertion. The | 
couple were married in Santa Ana, 
Cal., May 1927. 


Furniture Man Angel 
Like Cloak-and-Suiter 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

A furniture man has sidetracked 
his parlor and bedroom suites to 
turn angel and “produce” first local 
professional musical in years. 

Jack Eldredge is the name, and 
the production entitled ‘‘Creations.” 
With a colored and white cast, it 
cpened at the Shubert’'s 
Saturday (11). 

The Shuberts are collecting a 
four weeks guaranteed rental when 
the house would otherwise be dark. 

Shuberts’ manager, Sam Gerson, 
is handling exploitation through his 
advertising agency. 

Eldredge’s claim to knowing show 
business is that he played the Ma- 
jestic 20 years ago when he was a 
long-distance walking champ, and 
got back into show biz last year 
with a furniture men’s fashion 
show. 

Percy Venable, colored producer 
who has done cabaret shov.s around 
town, was presented with the stag- 
ing job by Eldredge 10 days before 
the scheduded opening. The big 
boss had thrown up his mitts in de- 
spair at producing. 

Furniture merchandisers are said 
to be co-angels with Eldredge, and 
about $20,000 laid down in advance; 
also to have guaranteed seat sales. 
Hope for a chance to break even in 
the four weeks lies in daily matinees 
at $1 top and a two-buck top for 
evenings. 











Cleveland Legit Gap 


Cleveland, Jan. 14. 

Both the Ohio and Hanna go 
dark this week, leaving town legit- 
less for the first time in local his- 
tory. 

Will be second week of darkness 
for Ohio. Reopens Jan. 27 with 
George M. Cohan’s “Gambling.” 
Hanna, which did only fair biz with 
Ethel Barrymore’s “Love Duel” iast 
week, to be reopened Jan. 27 by 
Genevieve Hamper in Shakespear- 
ean rep. 

Play House, rep group, taking ad- 
vantage of lack of competish by 
holding over “Racket” and “Im- 
portance of Being Earnest,” both 
drawing good gates. 





Dunning Producing 


Philip Dunning, author of “Broad- 
way,” is turning producer. His first 
effort will be “Those We Love,” by 
George Abbott and S. K. Laurin. 

Abbott, who collaborated with 
Dunning in “Broadway,” will stage 
the new play to be first shown at 
the Boulevard, Jackson Heights, 
Feb. 3. 

Edward A. Blatt will act as man- 
ager for Dunning. The latter lately 
declined an offer from a_ coast 
studio. 





GALLO MUST PAY NOTE 

Pierce Holding Corp. won a 
judgment of $11,985.25 against For- 
tune Gallo, legit producer, in New 
York Supreme Court, in a suit to 
made out to the City Trust and 
Savings Bank. = 

Note was for three months 
made about six months ago, 


and 





Gertrude MacDonald Cast 
Betty Compton is definitely 
of “Fifty Million Frenchmen” 
the season, due to illness. She 
go to Florida to rest. 
Gertrude MacDonald is mentioned 
as replacing. 


out 
for 
will 





2d “Little Show” 
Brady & Wiman have begun 
casting for a second edition of “The 





Little Show.” 


| 


|} premise it 


Majestic | 


collect interest and face of note 


| “Wonderful Night,” 
etta, scheduled for broadcast last 
Sunday night over WMCA, failed 
to materialize when cast stood out 


Shubert oper- 


1930, | for an extra one-eighth of a week’s 
vV, | 


salary. 

Cast had been approached in 
| midweek on the broadcast idea upon 
would please Mr. Lee 
Shubert and help the show lots. 
Most of the players thumbsdowned 
the idea with others not wishing to 
brook entire displeasure of the Shu- 
bert office recalling Equity’s regu- 
lation on broadcasts as an out. 

The show is scheduled for an- 
| other broadcast with understanding 
the Shuberts are getting the air 
time gratis from the station but 
with cast and chorus obdurate about 
extra compensation or else. 





Wotta Woman! 


Cleveland, Jan. 14. 

Harry L, Horwitz would have 
been out $1,500, a day’s box office 
receipts of his Astor theatre, if his 
wife and her girl friend hadn’t 
shown they were harder-boiled than 
a gunman from New York. 

Horwitz was stuck up in front of 
his house as he was carrying a 
strong box containing the jack to 
the bank. Dropping the box he 
tackled the stick-up while his wife 
grabbed the gun and socked the 
umpcha on the head. Then the girl 
friend took the rod and covered him 
until the cops arrived. The gun- 
man, from New York, gave his 
name as Frank LeCostre. 





House Wanted—and How 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Hunter Keasy has a ‘cast letter- 
perfect in a play called “Panic,’ 
but doesn’t know what he’s going 
to do for a theatre. Theatres he’s 
had his eye on want to see money. 

Cast, non-Equity, consists of Lane 
Chandler and Sherley Ann Claire 
in the leads, Betty Boyd and Allen 
Paul, heavies; Phyllis Sallee, come- 
dienne; Winton Perry, Billy Evans, 
Fred Cortway and Frank Kelley. 
They’ve been rehearsing at the 
Hollywood Conservatory of Music 

Keasy, author of the “The Illegiti- 
mate,” wrote this one as well as 
directing. 





Rosalie Claire Suit Up 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

The case of the estate of Rosalie 
Claire, who was killed here by an 
auto in July, 1928, has finally come 
to trial. The estate demands $10,000 
from Julian Black, whose auto ran 
dewn the girl. Black is owner and 
cperator of the Apex cafe, south 
side black and tan joint. Miss 
Claire was in town with “Sunny 
Days” when the accident happened. 





FRAME COAST “JUNE MOON” 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 

Sam Harris is here to organize a 
coast production of ‘June Moon” to 
play Los Angeles at the Mason. 
George S. Kaufmann, co-author 
with Ring Lardner coming to direct. 

Max Hart is picking a cast this 
week with rehearsals to start about 
Jan, 20. Looks like Eddie Conrad 
for the Harry Rosenthal part. 





Howard Revivals 
Joseph Howard, in New York, 
casting for his old Chicago LaSalle 
shows, to be revived at the Gar- 
rick, Chicago, starting early in 
April, will use only three members 
of his old organization. 





Mary Boland’s Coast Show 
Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 
Mary Boland will be brought here 
by Henry Duffy to play the lead in 
“Ladies of the Jury.” 
Piece was recently shown in New 
York, with Mrs. Fiske starred, 





Stock Goes Co-Op 
Jacksonville, Jan. 14. 
Peruchi stock players have taken 
over management of their theatre 
on a co-operative basis with stage 
hands and musicians. 





“Bon Voyage” Comes In 
“Bon Voyage,” by Rachel Crothers 
and produced by John Golden, has 
been withdrawn for revision. 











Must Plunge Heavy or Bow Out 


‘ 

A good many of the pfroducers 
around town who have been content 
to sail along in'a small way have 
ccme to the conclusion t they 
Lave to adopt a new psychology 
toward producing. 

They are victims of their own 
methods. They never play fior big 
stakes, nor go after a smajsh hit. 
They leave the big gamble ‘to the 
big guns and aim at a nic’ little 
show that will do some business 
each week and bring them in a 
little money. Now they find there is 
no place for the intermediate; show 
and the producers of that grade are 
left at sea. 

They have never accustiomed 
themselves to thinking in big terms 
now they find that they must. 

Plunge or Quit 

There are many able men among 
the lesser producers and a good 
many shows that they have put on, 
have received praise for direction 
and the manner in whickr they were 
handled. It is quite possible that 
they never achieved a great hit be- 
cause they never seriously at- 
tempted one. They felt that big 
things and big money expenditures 
were beyond them. 

But now a few of them are wait- 
ing to do a big thing or nothing. 
Some may hit. The indepgndents 
who are still trying to get’ a nice 
little show with a cheap hook up 
are out. of luck, 


71 EQUITY MEMBERS 
IN MACLOON’S SHOW 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 

With the adjustment of the dif- 
ferences between the Macloons and 
Equity, Louis Macloon commenced 
casting his coast production of the 
Schwab & Mandel musical, “New 
Moon.” It opens at the Majestic 
here. 

In the company will be 71 Equity 
members, including chorus, with 16 
musicians and 15 stage hands. 











Coast Civic Rep. Troupe 
Ready on Co-op. Plan 


Hollywood, Jan, 14. 

The Civic Repertory Theatre 
opens a season of eight productions 
at the Hollywood Music Box Jan. 
26 with “And So to Bed.” Opening 
date set back one week due to re- 
organization of company on com- 
monwealth and withdrawal of 
Simeon Gest, manager of the Los 
Angeles Civic Repertory last sea- 
son. 

It’s a non-profit reorganization. 
Enrolled in the acting group are 
Elise Bartlett Schildkraut, Maude 
Fealey, Marion Clayton, Mabel Gib- 
son, Olaf Hytten, Eric Snowden, 
Kenneth Duncan, and Boyd Irwin. 

In addition to the repertory actors 
Nance Dorlan, Karen Morely and 
Frederick Harrington are cast in 
this piece on a salary basis. 

All others have weekly drawing 
accounts. Any surplus at the end 
of the season goes into a sinking 
fund for the 1931 season, if so voted 
by the members of the company. 


Klein’s “City Haul” 

Control of “City Haul” at the 
Hudson, New York, is said to have 
been taken over by Arthur Klein. 

The show was presented by Gil 
Boag, with an unnamed backer. 
Klein’s backer is said to be Lee 
Morris, a downtown man. 








ENOUGH’S ENOUGH 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 
Franklin Pangborn suddenly de- 
cided Saturday night that he was 
fed up on operating the Vine Street. 

“Rear Car” was closed forthwith. 
Unless he gets a tenant, Pangborn 
has to pay rent on the house while 
dark until March 17, contract date. 





Stage Co-Stars 
Hollywood, Jan. 14, 
Alice Joyce and Hale Hamilton 
go with Henry Wuffy to co-star in 
“Her Friend the Kin.” 
It will have a cast premiere at 
the Dufwin, Oakland, Feb. 1. 





Wright’s Piece Off 
“Cease Firing,” Andy Wright's 
proposed musical scheduled for re- 
hearsal next week, has been called 
off until next spring. 
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NAT LEWIS PRE-INVENTORY 


SALE 


Women’s and Men’s Distinguished Wearables 


REDUCED 


20% 10 50% 


AT ALL SHOPS 


This is a splendid opportunity to effect exceptional savings. This sale includes our regular stock of dis- 
tinguished accessories, both for men and women. No merchandise has been imported just for sale pur- 
poses. The drastic reductions noted are to be deducted from our regular prices. Many of the items are being 
‘disposed of at cost and below cost. An early visit will find its reward in a more complete selection. 


NO THEATRICAL MERCHANDISE INCLUDED IN THIS SALE 





| , * ’ 
WOMEN’S MEN’S 
LINGERIE. . . 40% off Reductions of 20% to 50% on following stems 
PANTIES . . . 40% off SHIRTS NECKWEAR HOSIERY PAJAMAS 
NIGHTGOWNS 40% off GLOVES FITTED CASES COLORED UNDERSHIRTS 
FANCY MADRAS SHORTS - COLORED SILK UNDERSHIRTS 
FITTED CASES 331/,% off FANCY SILK SHORTS WHITE SILK UNION SUITS 
NOVELTIES . . 50% off DRESS VESTS ~- KNICKERS AUTOMOBILE ROBES 
AUTO PILLOWS - FOOT MUFFS - RAINCOATS - SPATS 
Gitte... & » 904.08 SLIPPERS - NOVELTY ASH TRAYS - CIGARETTE CASES 
JEWELRY . . . 50% off CIGARETTE LIGHTERS ‘ COLLAR BOXES « PIPES - WALLETS 
MILITARY BRUSHES - FLASKS CIGARETTE BOXES 
PURSES... «+ 25% of GOLF HOSE - SUSPENDERS - GARTERS ‘ MUFFLERS 
P AJ ae Se 40% off DRESS SETS « CUFF LINKS - GOLF BALLS + PULLOVERS 
LEATHER JACKETS HANDKERCHIEF AND TIE SETS 
NEGLIGEES . . 40% off COLORED HANDKERCHIEFS + INITIALED HANDKERCHIFS 
TEA GOWNS . 40% off LEATHER BELTS - SILK LINED ROBES - WOOL ROBES 
? PULLOVER & HOSE SWEATER SETS + HOUSE JACKETS 
HOSIERY . . . 20% off UMBRELLAS & CANE SETS 
GLOVES  ~ % off ¢ At Men's Shop Only— 1580 Broadway at 47th Street 


Hotel Montclair 


Lexington Ave. at 49th St. 





MEN’S AND WOMEN’S DEPT. 
1580 Broadway, at 47th Street 


WOMEN’S SHOPS 
Madison Avenue 30 West 57th St. 


Hotel St. Regis 
805 at 70th St. West of Fifth Ave. 


Fifth Ave. at 55th St. 


Madison Avenue 
409 at 48th St. 
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loo Bridge, hunting ground of Lon- 




















































































job-lot without a character or a 


$O WAS NAPOLEON situation of genuine humor or com- 


Three-act farce by Jack O Donnell and edy. It’s all too polite to be good 
— Boe sSeren. Selon ee a slapstick and too slapstick to be 
man an Arnok ohnson. ay is A 
adaptation of O’Donnell’s short story. salable polite comedy. ' 
Staged by John Hayden. At the Sam H. Syracuse town boob gets a leg- 
Harris theatre, New York, Jan. 8, 1929.) acy and takes a trip to Europe to 
Sealed at $3. 


spend, giving the lie to that old saw, 
“like a drunken sailor.” 





an American, having come across/|d 


RR Franceys Crossy | alecks wire the captain of the Le- 


BMAD: 2 oo cn ccsgicoceseces ...Prank Dae|viathan that he’s a big politician. provinces 
Littleton Looney........--. Hugh O'Connell} tye denies it and they take him for 
Sam Henderson... .cccseses ....Paul Byror 


Ce D Lloyd Russell | 2 smooth kidder, playing up to him 
5re0oTre rope sede — ses oy as SSeil 


a bag swinger. Across thé bridgeid 





Earl Truesdale................Julian Harte | as a big shot. He falls in love with] comes a young American in the uni- 
Roland Wilson.... ...,Orville Harris | a French countess and she begs him| form of a Canadian soldier. He had | n 
mee a tech gh ast na M a Th |to solve an intricate engineering | joined up at the start of the strug- |n 
Florence Geodrt : hipaess Cate eon Rentiev | problem in which her fortune i5/ gle, Just out of the hospital, where te 
Commodore Barker.......-...Louis Frohoft| involved. He strings along, acting| for eight months they had patched | ¢ 
Solomon Hycross.. ; iranville Bates | on the advice of one of the party | him up. c 
ee ae a’ (a ae to think he’s great and he will be. toy Cronin, from a little town |r. 
fateetene eager eet ; "Elsa Ersi Hence the Napoleon reference Of] near Syracuse, sees heaven in the Ic 
R. Walte liiford........Franklyn Fox | the title. 


Senator Halpin. ..c.cccsseses Jack Raffael | In the end an accident solves the in the war—been a farmerette for jh 


‘ WE. ied ccontoccteseve Czar tomanyi 7 aie: : a . ss : é 
a adadinct jac at searcel | tra countess s engineering proble m that] no pay, but now back to small-pay 
TC nt an jhas been the despair of experts,| drudgery. She takes Roy to her 


F land he wins the dame. Through! room in a cheap lodging house. He 
Feeble farce masquerading 45 4/the action that develops the tale} tells her what happiness her voice 
comedy. Flashy gagging 1s only | there is sprinkled a great deal of] means to him—to hear 
asset. Commercially a misfit On| « ice” chatter, such stuff as might] Americanese. Sie Ustens te him |e 
Broadway, particularly at a time | 
when there isn’t any call for medi- 
oecre stage attractions. A weak sis- 
ter of the shortest duration. 
Same piece that broke in upstate | ., 








prohibition gags, reference to Wash- 
ington politics immediately pre bagers her trade is. She hears him tell of | 
|—and generally it’s three acts of) tinkering at the “Y” in a dump of a/ag 


llow hoke } town, how he was volunteer phy- in 


is “The Sap From Syracuse,” which Nice production and painstaking | sical instructor. 
4 a better title, although no title | girection here, the defects’ being Myra has three shillings in her}, 
could help it much. Play about a pretty generally in the substance] purse She touches the kid for a|,¢ 


tiresome boob who is even more 
irritating in his moments of boob 
sentimentality, Funny only when 
he’s meant to be serious and amus- 
ing only to boobs of even larger 


of the play itself Rush. | coin to start the gas going. The ladjg 
has gone next door for some fish | ¢ 


WATERLOO BRIDGE | and chips. 3ut as broke as she is, | ,; 
Ir | 


owing back room rent and all, she | 





; : Comedy ima .in three acts. Presented} just cannot take Roy, and she sends | 
and more intense boobery than the| py Charles Dillingham at the Fulton Jan.| him away, with a date at noon the} 
type. 6 sg a by agg a ae bow 9 next dav. Then she changes to a é 

x: _ ita Pe Glenn. Hunter and June alker starred,| — . on _ avies whi < 
Nobody could be that dumb and | orared by Winchell Smith | come on wrap and nearly white fut o 
live—even in‘ Syracuse. Play has|kitty..... ‘ott na oes Coga Witherspoon] piece and goes out to ply her side- 
flashes of what passes for bright | Military Policeman.......... Hannam Clark) walk trade 
gagging lines, most of them eman- | Gertrude. . sesh ete Seth ars . 1. oa aw tn onetime the next day, Hel 

i Pye o ieocinge = Er ; An BOOT. ws seem me aeeee rOur!} a. hat rise in “ Ws 
ating from a gold-digging sweetie} qo oaant Major..s.c++-- +24 Alexander Frank| makes ardent love to Myra and | 
of a tired business man, and labor- | Sergeant....:.....-000++3+ Douglas Garden| wants to marry her at once. She| 
iously pumped up. Cast apparently | Myra.....sscseeeseeeseeseeees June Walker | stajis and wants to change her dress. | 
works with an unconscious feeling Ballo... cececcsscccsccecs William Evans | 

Ks ‘ : E £ 


; : ’ : | An Australian........ Allen Fagan | 
that it all isn’t so very funny and | | 








reas the  reporter-stew in “The! Rome” and “The Queen's Husband.” | straight, and wrings from her the 
Racket,” Ruth Donnelly, who can| ‘Waterloo Bridre”’ is not that way.| confession that.she, for the first | 


nicety when the part is there, and| perhaps too quiet to indicate it will is an air raid on and people are} 
Elsa Ersi, made to order for the! be on Broadway when snow time 1S] scurrying from the bridge. Little | 
graceful foreign type lead. An | over Myra slowly but bravely walks 
abundance of talent is to no pur- “Waterloo Bridge” is the story of | away to a new life. 

pose here. Play is just a literary| the regeneration of a street walker. There are enough -people -in the |- 
cast, but most of the characters are 

bits. It seemed the stretches of dia- 

log between Glenn Hunter and June 











Miss Walker -did not impress as 
.being the sort of woman Myra ts, 


starred, made-the boyish soldier 
amusing and believable. Cora 
Witherspoon as a loquacious sister 


inn bag-swinger was very good in sup- 
. ~~ port, as was Florence Edney in the 
, —~S. | guise of a frowsy lodginghouse 

é : sb Fo) 



























BRAINS ccccccscces eeeees § JOSeph Skinner 


Lord Wainwright.. a . +. +...-Eugene Powers 
U William Plunkett 











keeper. 
“Waterloo Bridge” is a two-scene, 
two-act play. The change of setting 
on the opening night was rather 
slowly done. Show should do busi- 
ness for a time, but a run not likely. 
Thee. 
: Children of Darkness 
e Kenneth MacGowan and Joseph Veneer 
d b Prominent ta e an Reed »resent Basil Sydney and Mary Ellis 
se in a play by Edwin Justus Mayer. Staged 
by the author with a set by Robert Ed- 
- mond Jones. At Biltmore, opening Jan. 7. 
Scaled at $3.85. 
S cree n S t ars E ve ryw h GLE | te. toss-...:....:.0-: ..Walter Kingsford 
«+...--Albert Vees 
. -».J. Kerby Hawkes 
eeeesss--Richard Menefee 
; : Count La Ruse............. bs antes 
REAL improvement ON) | cactitia’. » bake odaccahe dss icesaen ae 
s 
nature! Long, rich, 
a ealin lashes that make Blood-soaked English Georgian | 
Pp gs melodrama packed with action and | 
° ° ! epigrams is good sturdy theatre and | 
your eves irresistable! Can as such ought to prosper. 
d , " Squeamish persons or those who | 
ave no sympathy with anything 
be used repeatedly—and outside the orbit of whimsy and re- 
. d i 1 finement will not like “Children of 
Darkness.” It’s altogether too robust 
easily cleane i For Sa e at and salty for prudish people. 
A young woman of Park Avenue | 
Drug and Department accent was heard to remark “it } 
. makes me sick,” using the expres- | 
sion physiologically rather than fig- 
Stores and Beauty Salons. uratively. Her escort’s retort was 
equally significant: “Oh, you can al- 
ways make the nicest things seem so 
THE NESTLE LEMUR CO. |2i." | 
‘12 East 49th Street New York City This may or may not be a clue to 





Only *1.00 


a Pair 


and the sort of mixed reception it 


The time is during the’ war, the|may receive. Prophesy of success 
place London, the exact spot Water- jis not unclouded, in other words. 


don street women. At the time the|/is represented throughout the play. 
women are seeing soldiers on leave,| There may be points where more 
it being reasonable that men from |speed would have helped, yet as a 
the line have dough. Among the/|complete work it is remarkably well 
lighter touches is the attitude of the |sustained in pace while simultane- 
dames against sailors. For somejously revealing fine writing, superb 
reason ‘they say the gobs won’'t/dialog and dramatic power. 


easily top all previous efforts of their 
Myra is one of the girls. She is| joint starring career. Each is splen- 


Hartley Hopkins.......... -....Grant Mills} Spend it. Local Main street smart! vith “The Pink Lady,” remained to|lical, disillusioned, jaded, but still 

join a troupe that stranded in the|harboring human qualities; Miss 
For some unexplained | Ellis as a voluptuous trollop, a vig- 
reason she had sunk to the level of |orous, biting, sarcastic, daughter of 


eyes of Myra. She had done her bit /is worthy of the trust reposed in 


between the toothless, snickering, 
beastially jovial jailer played by 
, Walter Kingsford, and the classic 
his OWn/|misantrophy of the elegant family 
go great in a blackface monolog—| chatter boyishly, with no under- | Powers. Both 

standing of what she is and what| have the glitter of greatness. 


|istic poet flung into the cesspool of had more to do, her’s being a heavy 


the sort of play Mayer has tion i | 


A very high order of literary merit 


Basil Sydney and Mary -—“llis 


id, Sydney as a noble felon, cyn- 


alliance. 

Seldom have two leads had so 
1uch to do, such glossy dialog, so 
1any scenes. Each part is.an ac- 
xr’s delight. Mayer has, in fact, 
iven all of his players a lot to 
hew on. And it is tremendously 
ivorable to the play’s probable 
wmngevity that every Thespian here 


im. 
A coin would have to be tossed 


xterminator played by Eugene 
characterizations 


A lavish scoop of effusion may 
lso be dished to J. Kerby Hawkes, 
iaking real and believable an ideal- 





8th Century corruption, and to 
‘harles* Dalton for the _ gallows- 
reading super-scoundrel who is 
riple-crossed so neatly by his fel- 
»w-convict (Sydney) in league with 
he itchey-pawed warden. 

Acting so distinguished, a produc- 
ion so intelligent, and ‘v-riting of 


uch exceptional force and charm 
ught to argue financial success. | 
J Land. 


Nancy’s Private Affair | 


Comedy in three acts by Myron C. Fagan, 


Getting him out of the room, she | “ho presented it at the Vanderbilt Jan. 13 
Civilian.......-seeeeee /.+++Herbert Saunders | escapes over the roof. The hard- Minna Gombell featured, Staged by the 


in consequence works too hard t0|! Roy Cronin.........seeeese++ Glenn Hunter] poiled landlady does the explaining, Billy, Ross had puekesdesbeh wOH Stanly Ridges 
put it over. Vehemence is substi- | Constable.....-.+++se+++es+: ,:-David Post) nilling the news that Myra is just | Norah........00000 I, Julie Cobb 
2d . i ‘insic humor the Mrs. Hobley....++++++++e++s Florence Edney harpie SOUP EO. o's. ocdesoeves --Diantha Pattison 
pte FH : — ye - — vty sryie | saDOKET. + -cccceeserereereres JOOrge hy + vi et fie — pe 7” . : | Nancy Gibson...........e.+.- Minna Gombel 
be being entirely in the work | His Wite.. eens Margaret Searls Sut the boy will see her again, Donald Gibson...... Lester Vail 
itself rather than in the playing. | _——_—— and does find her despondent in the | Mrs. Jane Preston........... Beatrice Terry 
Cast has several players of sterl- | Robert. Emmett Sherwood, mews-/same spot on.Waterloo Bridge. He Peggy Preston.:......+. .++s.-Marian Grant 
ing ability, notable among them be-| paper man and playwright, aimed| gives her a card alloting her part of Henri. os sede iho ons atuec cussed Albert verre 
ing Hugh O'Connell who was a joy|for satire in his “The Road to] his pay, makes her promise to go|~ “UY “*4FTiNBton...++--.e+e: ae 


“Nancy's Private Affair” is not 


y . : . so hard to take, yet its first night 
a isti ‘ 3 a rt vomedy drama, e, really y : There |>°.,, . 
do the sophisticated dame to aJ|It’s a rather quiet comedy; time, really loves someone. There |indicated a moderate engagement. 


Myron C. Fagan, who authored it, 
likes to produte his own plays—with 
backing, of course. He has had sev- 
eral shows Which stuck for a time 
on Broadway, and while they may 
not have made real money on the 
engagement proper, the stock rights 


. * : 
: ‘geo’ were profitable. That may apply to 
h 1n E OS ate Haare leeds, were t29 tistneweat work. se 
; It is a short-cast play, well acted 


‘in spots It °is amusing in spots, 
nal die binlhh: the hewaiing of the too.. Perhaps the author would say 


e baie streets with such effect that at times | ‘?¢ dull parts afforded a change of 
there was mist in the eyes of the et but it didn’t seem just so 
first -nighters. Mr. Hunter. co-| ed out. The locales are West- 

chester, N. Y., and a home on Long 


Island, out Southampton way. 

A love story, the play has to do 
with a playwright who has been wed 
three and a half years, loses interest 
at home, gets himself what he thinks 
is a new love, is divorced, but in 


‘the end remarries. 


Nothing new about it but the 
laugh or gag lines do light it up. 
Nancy Gibson, wife of Donald, has 
let herself become unattractive, 
sporting horn-rim specs, woollen 


‘stockings, and so forth. That wasn't 
all the matter with her, aecording to | 


Billy Ross, stuck on Don’s sister, but 


‘who thinks he knows what a woman 


should do. She loved Don too much, 
according to Billy, feeding affection 
to him morning, noon and night, 
until Don wearied of attention. 
Though Billy tells Nancy she is 
stupid like a mudhen, she turns out 
much smarter. 

Nancy agrees to divorce Don, pro- 
vided he doesn’t marry Peggy, his 
new flame, for six months after the 


|decree. The fact that Peggy is a 


gold digger appeared not to bother 
Don. A house party is arranged at 
Sally Lee’s home several months 


,after the divorce. Don, Peggy and 


her scheming mother are invited, 
also the re-made Nancy, who is 
dolled up as she never w:s before, 
and Billy, whom Nancy pr-tends to 
have fallen in love with. 

The idea is to win back Don by 
paying no attention to him except 
to arouse his jealousy. Sensing that 
he is still very much in love with 
her, Nancy wins out. A Sir Guy 
Harrington is in the party, sup- 
posedly a friend of Nancy’s, but only 
that. He is reputed to be enormous- 
ly wealthy. Makes a play for Peggy 
right off and she falls for it. In the 
end they elope to New York and it 
then develops that Harrington is 
really a picture actor engaged for 
the job, but who happened to be 
quite'mad over Peggy. 

The play is quite transparent, and 
it was up to the author to make it 
amusing in which he succeeded fair- 
ly well by mixing in farce. The 
farcical moments earlier are the best, 
though the play is entirely so at the 
finale. 

Minna Gombel, featured, is the 
rejuvenated Nancy who is a sort of 
little devil in the nice way. She 
seemed to fit the play very well. 
Stanley Ridges, however, really is 
the life of “Nancy’s Private Affgir” 
(her supposed attraction to him 


provides the title). Ridges stood 
out as quite a juvenile, winning 
nearly all the laughs. Beatrice 


Terry looked the gold _ digger’s 
mama; Lester Vail did Don; Diantha 
Pattison, Don’s sister, might have 


thinking part; Gavin Muir played 
Harrington and Marian Grant the 
little gold digger who was caught 
too easily. 

“Nancy’s Private Affair” has a 
chance in the present going when 
production seems to have greatly 


islowed up. But with cut rates. 


I bee. 


OUT-OF-TOWN REVIEWS 


RECAPTURE 


Atlantic City, Jan. 14. 

Preston Sturges, whose ‘Strictly 
Dishonorable” has put him at the 
| top of this season’s playwrights, of- 
| fered another comedy, “Recapture,” 
at the Apollo last evening. A. H. 
Woods sponsors this play, which is 
termed a love story. Staging a novel 
mechanical device at the finale and 


occasionally exciting. 

The setting is a hotel in Vichy, 
France, where a divorced couple 
meet for the first time in five years. 
Ex-husband is there with another 
woman, and wife arrives’ with a 
man she introduces as her fiance. 


(Continued on page 77) 
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NOW AT THE MAYAN THEATRE 
LOS ANGELES 


OH, SUSANNA” 


A MUSICAL EPIC OF EARLY CALIFORNIA 





Produced Under the Direction of 


GEORGE ROSENER 


M.-G.-M. STUDIOS MAYAN THEATRE 
Culver City, Cal. Los Angeles, Cal. 

















FRANKLIN PRODUCTIONS 


Present 


“OH, SUSANNA!” 


MAYAN THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 


It?s -an Instantaneous HIT !! 








The Outstanding Musical Romance of the Year! 





Colorful—Gorgeous in Settings—with the Song Hits of the Year: 
“LOVE IS WHISPERING” “HEARTSTRINGS” “SACRAMENTO PACKET” 


























“The second act in the musical ro- “A distinct epoch in local theatrical “Produced on a handsome scale and “‘Oh, Susanna’ spectacular. A beau- 
mance of the gold rush days in Cali- history. Probably the most catchy with every costume right out of the tiful and elaborate production—excel- 
fornia opens on the deck of a paddle- song of the entire opus is ‘Love Is bandb ‘Oh. § gf discl a lent substance for a musical show— 
wheel steamer. Against a dim blue Whispering.’ It has a fascinating: lilt SSSR, WE, SURES Was Guciese enriching settings and atmosphere—an 
sky, the chorus in moon-silvered frills and rhythm and is romantic enough to a premiere audience at the Mayan unusual male chorus—splendid musical 
and furbelow beat out one of those to become the pet number of every as the smartest decked musical comedy numbers—capable and in many cases 
going-wild-on rhythm dances. Color ballroom dance director within the of the season.” very efficient principals. Principals 
and romance are certainly there to a next few days. The dramatic presen- . “- o - and chorus score hits at Mayan. ‘Oh, 
sensational degree. tation of ‘Gold’ proved a sensation.” —Harrison Carroll, “HERALD. Susanna’ possesses unusual promise.” 

—Llewellyn Miller, “RECORD.” —Florence Lawrence, “EXAMINER.” —Edwin Schallert, “TIMES.” 

“‘Susanna’ is a blaze of color set in melody. Wealth of varied and colorful “Such a reception! Every number was roundly applauded; every principal 

traditions contribute to the play. It proved to be a veritable carnival of melody accorded recognition. What an ovation! It is lavish in settings and exquisitely 


and optical charm. Its like, in a physical sense, hasn’t been attempted on a western t a.” 
stage in many a long day. Prodigal outlay of money, labor and talent has gone costumed. ‘ 
into the making of a show that is a high credit to all concerned for sincerity and —Eleanor Barnes, “ILLUSTRATED DAILY NEWS. 
effort.” 





—Monroe Lathrop, “EXPRESS.” 
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Londoners Talking of American 
Music Invasion at End Over There 





London, Jan. 5. 

With many impending changes 
and switches in bands in London 
night resorts, the situation has be- 
come somewhat hazy. Innumerable 
rumors are in the air, with many 
so-called “insiders” gloating that 
not only is this the end of the Amer- 
ican invasion, but also marks the 
end of those Americans who have 
been looked upon as a permanent 
London attraction, 

The situation is as follows: 

The Savoy Hotel, which also con- 
trols the Berkeley and 
now that they cannot get Gus Arn- 
heim to stay, owing to his American 
bookings, will have Al Collins from 
Claridge’s, and Claridge’s get 
Georges Boulanger from the Savoy, 
which is just a ‘switch, 

Berkeley hotel terminated its en- 
gagement with Howard Jacobs, who 
is a high-priced man, and he is be- 
ing replaced by two bands, Van 
Straten and Jean Pougnets. Jacobs 
has nothing over here and will re- 
turn to America in due course, with 
most of his men going to the Savoy 
as a second band, tobe directed by 
Percival Mackey, now directing the 
Dominion theatre orchestra. Cafe 
de Paris, which has been running a 
Bert Ambrose unit, “The Blue 
Lyres,” under Arthur Lally’s direc- 
tion, continues with Al Starita, for- 
merly of the Piccadilly hotel, replac- 
ing Lally. Ambrose himself leads 
his band at the Mayfair hotel, and 
will remain. Sid Bright, formerly 
pianist in the Starita aggregation, 
at the Piccadilly hotel, takes up 
leadership at that hotel. 


Kyte Conducting 


Ciro’s Club, which had Teddy 
Brown, formerly of the Cafe de 
Paris, has terminated Brown’s en- 
gagement, and Brown opens at the 
Kit Cat Club in March, following 
Jack Hylton. As in Hylton’s case, 
Hal Swaine remains at the Kit Cat 
as relief band. Sid Kyte, one of 
Jacobs’ boys, is elevated to leader 
ship at Ciro’s. ‘ 

Jay Whidden, formerly tn vaude 
as violinist and leader of his own 
band, and for several seasons leader 
at the Carlton hotel, will stay there 
indefinitely, as he is very popular. 
Jack Harris and Abe Aaronson, who 
have units working at the Embassy 
Club, Hotel Splenaide and Grosvenor 
House, are two of the most popular 
boys among “society” folk, and 
command big fees for social func- 
tions, where they are in demand. It 
is almost certain Horace Heidt’s 
combination will invade London as 
soon ag Heidt’s continental dates 
permit. 

Abe Lyman is also scheduled for a 
return to the Kit Cat as soon as his 
American engagements allow. This 
he has promised Foster. Other 
Americans in London who always 
seem to be working are: Eddie 
Grossbart at the Deauville Restau- 
rant, and Ray Starita, the Ambas- 
sador Club’s leader of a Jack Hyl- 
ton unit. . 

The actual position of American 
band leaders is on a par with that 
of American vaude acts. They can 
stay here as long as they have work, 
and when there is nothing doing 
they go elsewhere. 


Yellen Directing 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Jack Yellen is to become a pic- 
ture director. He went over to 
Columbia to make a screen adapta- 
tion of “Rain Or Shine,’ which Joe 
Cook will do, and they decided that 
he should do the dialog. Now they’re 
going to let him direct the film. 
Yellen, with Milton Ager, wrote 
the music and lyrics for “Rain or 
Shine” as a show. 








Akst Settlement 

Harry Richman has made a “sub- 
stantial’ settlement in the $50,000 
suit brought against him by Harry 
Akst, orchestra leader, on the ground 
that he was employed for the 26-27 
season at the Club Richman at $1,- 
300 a week and was discharged a 
few weeks later. 

This was announced by Terence 
J. McManus, attorney for Akst, 
after a jury had been drawn to hear 
the case in N.Y. Supreme Court. 





Novel With Theme Song 
“Lovejoy,” novel by Beatrice Bur- 
ton, has had a theme song written 
and named for it. Each exploits the 
other. “Lovejoy,” the song, is by 
M. Homer Pearson and Milton H. 
Pascal and is published by Edward 
B. Marks. King Features is syndi- 

cating the novel in serial form. 


a. 
- 








Claridge’s, | 





PIANTADOS! CO. ENDED 
IN WARNER REVISION 


Warner revamped its music per- 
sonnel Saturday when its subsid- 
iary, the firm of George and Arthur 
Piantadosi, was disbanded. Entire 
staff, with the exception of the 
Piantadosis, were let out. Monday 
George Piantadosi was shifted to 
general manager of Remick’s and 
Arthur. Piantadosi took up his new 
position in the music department of 
Vitaphone. George and Arthur 
Piantadosi, Inc., was opened by 
Warner's seven months ago, Its en- 
tire catalog went over to Remick’s 
Monday. 

The professional department of T. 
B. Harms moved yesterday (Tues- 
day) into the quarters formerly oc- 
cupied by the Piantadosis. Harms 
installed its own personnel with 
Willie Rockwell in charge of the 
department under the supervision of 
Henry Spitzer. 

Sam Serwer, who formerly han- 
dled the exploitation for Witmark’s 
alone, will hereafter handle the ex- 
ploitation for three Warner pub- 
lishers, Harms, DeSylva, Brown & 
Henderson and Remicks. 








“Traffic Tangle” Tie-up 


Rube Wolf “Traffic Tangles” 
picture contest, featured in Brook- 
lyn edition of the New York 
Journal, was fostered by Bert Adler 
for the Fox, Brooklyn. Paper is 
front-paging it daily, with prizes 
including two automobiles. 

Adler was also instrumental in 
putting over the Fanchon & Marco 
“Talent. Quest” in the New York 
“Graphic.” 





Coast Round-Tripper 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Cliff Friend, one of the songwrit- 
ers imported by Red Star to write 
for Fox, is on his way back to New 
York. 

He is the first tunester to go home 
on the new Fox threemonth trial 
tickets. 





YOUNG KAHN AND PAR? 


Roger Wolfe Kahn is puttering 
around Paramount’s Long Island 
studio. Aim is reported as studying 
music.and its place in films. 

Kahn, pere, is a director of Par- 
amount. 


CHEVALIER’S COL. DISKS 


Maurice Chevalier has accepted 
an exclusive contract with Colum- 
bia for phonograph records. Price 
not announced. 

Deal was put over by the William 
Morris office and Tom Hearn, Che- 
valier’s representative. 


VALLEE-RICHMAN SWITCH 


Publix’s option on Harry Richman 
having been exercised following his 
Brooklyn engagement, he comes into 
the Paramount, New York, Jan. 17. 
Rudy Vallee returns to Brooklyn. 

Richman will remain in the 
Broadway deluxer for four weeks. 











TAPS-SHAW SUIT 


“Taps,” band and orchestra book- 
er, has started action for $400 
against Milton Shaw, band leader, 
now at Roseland, New York. 

“Taps” alleges he booked Shaw 
into Stadler’s Dance Hall, Youngs- 
town, for four weeks last summer, 
and the $400 is due him as commis- 
sion, 





AARONSON TO FLA. 


Irving Aaronson left for Florida 
this week to start a band engage- 
ment at the Roman Pool, Miami 
Beach, Miami, until March. 

Then he sets out for Hollywood 
to begin a year’s engagement at 
the Roosevelt Hotel, Hollywood. 





Organ-Theatre Suit 
Gottlieb H. Tobias has_ sued 
Schine Enterprises, Gloversville, N. 
Y., for $1,100 on an organ bought 
by the defendant before it sold out 
to Fox. 





Reisman’s Notice 
A notice reproduced in Leo Reis- 
man’s advertisement in Jast week’s 
“Variety,” without credit, was writ- 
ten by “Lipstick,” and appeared in 
“The New Yorker.” 











Street Minstrel Plug 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 

Blind musicians who play the 
downtown business streets are 
not being overlooked by the 
song pluggers. 

As the street musicians pass 
the Majestic theatre building 
where most of the publishers 
are housed they are grabbed by 
the pliuggers and ushered up 
to the offices where the boys 
teach them the current hits. 


$345,000 IN 3 
YRS. FOR RAPEE 


When it comes to spending coin 
for the development of music and 
musical organizations, the symphony 
societies and philharmonic clubs 
don’t compare with the picture out- 

















fits. Allowing that the sudden film 
concentration is strictly commer- 
cial, that also goes for the sym- 
phonies and philharmonics who 


|aren’t exactly satisfied if the income 
from concerts is as a post-season 
game between Vermont and Hobart. 

Newspapers front paged that 
Serge Kousevitsky had been handed 
th: baton of the Boston Symphony 
and $40,000; even General Motors 
blinked when an orchestral engineer 
like Stokowski was slipped $60,000 
yearly to make the Philadelphia 
Symphony non-skid, and the world 
in general gulped once or twice 
when Toscanini accepted leadership 
of the New York Philharmonic So- 
ciety at $75,000 the annum, the 
equivalent to that of the White 
House occupant with just as many 
drums and trumpets. 

But has anybody mentioned that 


Warner -Brothers’- contract « with 
Erno Rapee calls for $345,000? 
That sum spreads over three 


years, but it'll do until a regular 
salary shows up. 

For his fist year Rapee will be on 
the receiving end of $85,000; for his 
second, $115,000; for his third $135,- 
000, and if there’s a fourth year the 
ante goes to $165,000. This for the 
jor of? general musical director on 
the coast for both Warners and 
First National. The contract carries 
a two-year option. Rapee is 38 and 
leaves for Hollywood Jan. 25. 

Meanwhile, Warners has also se- 
cured ‘Oscar Strauss, the Viennese 
composer, who comes over to write 
original scores for both WB and FN 
ulms. 

Strauss sails from Bremen today 
(Wednesday) on the “Roosevelt,” 
and will spend a few weeks in New 
York before heading west to take 
up his studio duties. His financial 
arrangement has not been men- 
tioned as yet. 





Fischer-Conn Merger 


Carl Fischer instrument depart- 
ment has merged with the C. G. 
Conn Co., of Elkhart, Ind. New 
company will operate the depart- 
ment without change of personnel. 

In the merger Walter S. Fischer 
becomes a director of Conn. 





Union Death Benefits 


During the year 1929 there were 
129 deaths in the ranks of New York 
Musical Union 862 (local), and 
$129,000 was paid in group insur- 
ance, 

The local started the insurance 
plan, paying $1,000 to the beneficiary 
of each deceased member two years 
ago. In 1928 there were 99 deaths 
and $99,000 paid out. 





CONTRACT AND DIVORCE 


Pittsburg, Jan. 14. 

As a result of having clicked here 
at the Enright, Jay Mills, m. ¢., 
was handed a new contract last 
week by Warners. Agreement is 
for one year, with usual option. 

Mills came to the Enright nearly 
three months ago when Dick Powell 
was moved downtown to the Stan- 
ley. 





Des Moines, Ia., Jan. 14. 
Jay Mills, former m. c. at the 
local Paramount, was divorced here 
last week by Ruth Berlfein. 
Couple married in Rock Island in 
1928 while Mrs. Mills was appear- 
ing in Publix stage shows. 


—_—— 





Stein Sailing 
J. C. Stein, president of M. C. A., 
sails to Europe on a business trip 











Feb. 22. He wili be gone one month. 


DISC REVIEWS 


By Bob Landry 














HEAT-STRUCK ORGANS 


Orient Has But Two Instruments 
—Paraffin Coating Necessary 








There are only two theatre organs 
in the Orient, one at 
China, 
Intense heat and tropical humidity 
makes it practically impossible to 
keep the instruments in tune. 

Only antidote that has any effect 
is to coat all the pipes with cellu- 
loid or paraffin. 


Hong Kong, 


and one at Calcutta, India. 


Francis-Day Handling 
Robbins’ Songs in France 


Paris, Jan. 14, 
Formal notification by cable ac- 
cords the exclusive 
French territorial representation to 
Robbins’ 


Francis-Day 


publications, particularly 





Fox Music Delay 


The opening of Fox’s Red Star 
Music Company in their new quart- 
ers, slated to take place about the 
middle of this month, has again 
been postponed. Office in ali 
probability will not be opened until 
Feb. 1. 

Reason is that the first Fox pro- 
ductions of which the Red Star will 
publish the music, will not be re- 
leased until the end of February 
or March. 

Negotiations between Pat Fla- 
herty, for the Red Star and Camp- 
bell & Connelly for the English re- 
leasing rights are still pending. 
Flaherty is also dealing with Davis 
of Australia. 





MEYERS’ TWO YEARS 


Omaha, Jan. 14, 
Billy Meyers, m. c. at Paramount 
here, has a new two-year contract 
with Publix. 
This house is not adopting a split 
week policy as reported. 


. 








the M-G-M picture music. 

Contract went into effect with]! 
Metro’s “The Pagan” which open- 
ed here Jan. 8 at the Madeleine- 
Cinema. 


| 





Ben Selvin 
(Victor 2066) Much-recorded 
“Shepherd’s Serenade,” from “Devil 
May Care,” teamed with “Charm- 
ing,” a tune that calls for an ad- 


jective less enthusiastic than its 
title. 
Colonial Club 
(Brunswick 4666) Cole Porter, 
whose lyrics are at once as simple 
as nursery rhymes and as sophisti- 


cated as Times Square, is typically 
represented in “Find Me a Primitive 
Man” and “You've Got That Thing,” 
from the hit musical, “Fifty Million 
Frenchmen.” 

Libby Holman and Dick Robert- 
son sing the respective sets of 
words. Ought to be a seller. 

Abe Lyman 

(Brunswick 4609) “Love Ain't 
Nothing But the Blues” and “Lucky 
Me, Lovable You” make an average 
dance couplet. 





Guy Lombardo 
(Columbia 2062) By now the Chi- 
cago band should be meaning some- 
thing in the east, where they have 


been functioning for some time. 
Characterized always by unusual 
approach in orchestrations and in- 
terpretation. Because of their abili- 


ty to do things with mediocre tunes, 
they generally get just that. This 
release includes “Have a Little 
Faith in Me” and “Crying for the 
Carolines.” 
Charles King 

(Brunswick 4616) “Every body 
Tap,” a less than memorable ditty 
from “Road Show,” makes an indif- 
ferent selection for wax. Earl Bur- 





nett’s Trio reverses with “Lucky 
Me, Lovable You.” 
A. and P. Gypsies 
(Brunswick 4656) Two of the 
minor theme songs, “South Sea 
Rose” and “Only the Girl,” imply 
limited salés movement. Handled 


conventionally. 





The Captivators 
(Brunswick 4591) Universal's 
“Shannon’s of Broadway” has little 
strength in “Get Happy” and “Some- 
body to Love.” Strictly so-so lis- 
tening. 





New Fox Songsmiths 
if Hollywood, Jan, 14. 
Eddie Brandt and Eddie Pola, 
English songwriters, arrived here 
this week under contract to Fox Red 
Star. They will contribute with 
Hazzard Short to the tunes for 
Beatrice Lillie’s “London Revue.” 











Inside Stuff—Music 





to be completed by June. 


to one of its high executives. 


the exec stated. 
way, for any picture having songs.” 


from Columbia product. 


also moved over. 


written. 


must not be connected. 


composed “If I Were King.” 
up on Friml’s reputation. 
“If I Were King” 


and Leo Robbins. 





from Paramount's “ 


Caution on 
Under the terms of its contract with Rudolph Frim1l, composer of “The 
Vagabond King,’ Paramount cannot publish or mention the song, “If I 
Were King,” in connection with the picture. 
Publicity and advertising men of Paramount and Publix have been 
cautioned to be more than ordinarily careful not to violate this clause. 


Friml 





Warner’s Music Annex 
Warners expect the music annex it is erecting at 44th and 1lith ave. 


Annex will be used as a factory and storehouse as well as library. 
Executives for the brothers’ music publishing interests, however, will 
remain in the home office building. 





Although approached, as others have been, for exclusive publishing 
rights and tie-ups, Columbia Pictures has made no alliance, according 


“We are not interested in the publishing game outside of seeing that 
songs from our pictures are handled by companies with proper facilities,” . 
“We find we can practically pick our publishers, any- 


De Sylva, Brown & Henderson, Shapiro-Bernstein, Irving Berlin, Feist 
and Remicks are among the publishers who have so far handled songs 





Publishing Rights to Hit 

Peculiar sidelight to “Happy Days,” first picture to be entirely photo- 
graphed in Grandeur (wide film) and a Fox release, is that what promises 
to be the hit number of the film, “Moana,” will be published by Warner 
Brothers through DeSylva, Brown & Henderson. 

Conrad. Gottler and Mitchell wrote the song. Under contract to the 
Bobby Crawford firm, since gone WB, the publishing means of the number 
Composing trio has at least two other numbers in the 
picture which, it is presumed, will also go through the same channel. 


Publix opinion this week, instructs all Publix managers not to make 
any reference to the interpolated song “If I Were King” in connection 
with Paramount's “Vagabond King,” for which the song was expressly 


Reason given for this is that Paramount has agreed, in its contract 
with Rudolf Friml, that it will not print or publish the song in connec- 
tion with the picture, and that the production-and the song therefore 
Publix showmen are further cautiOned to re- 
frain from mentioning the song in either advertising, publicity stories, 
posters, heralds, radio or through any other medium. 

It is reported that Paramount has agreed to this through deference 
for Friml, composer of the original score for the “Vagabond King,” as 
it is liable to be thought, upon the release of the picture, that Frim! also 
Paramount does not wish to build the song 


interpolated in the original “Vagabond Lover” score 
for the Paramount adaptation, was written by Sam Coslow, Newell Chase 
Spier & Coslow, subsidiary to Famous Music, will 
publish the number but the title page will make no mention of it being 
Vagabond King.’ 
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The Air Line 


By Mark Vance 





A headache for WMCA! After | 
battling WNYC over same air 
lengths and finally sharing it on a 
50-50 basis, along comes an experi- 
mental gesture on the part of the 
Federal Radio Commission permit- 
ting WGBS to soar from a low wave | 
into close proximity of WMCA. | 

WMCA dialers were surprised to 
find WGBS coming in on the edge | 
of the WMCA waves. WMCA’s chief | 
announcer, A, L. Alexander, spoke | 
about protests coming in, and ask- | 
ing that those finding interference 
file a complaint. 


j 
Phil Cook’s Plug 
Considerable program changing in 
the early morning periods. Gone is| 
the Landt Trio on WJZ, moving to 
a regular later hour period. Re- 
placing is Phil Cook, who is on a 
commercial plug for Aunt Jemima 
pancakes. 


| 
} 


Chevalier’s Debut 


Maurice Chevalier made his debut 
via WABC for Coty perfumes, and 
it seemed odd to have him singing 
at the same time Miss Bordoni was 
on the air from WEAF. French 
competition done in American style. 











EARL BAILEY 


WITH HIS 
Ritz-Carlton Hotel 


Orchestra 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Management HARRY WALKER 


CLIFF WINERILL 


Master of Ceremonies 


“THE PEANUT MAN” 


At Coffee Cliffs 
4ith St. and 7th Ave., New York 
































Chevalier registered. Vallee put in 
nice plug for his picture. Dove- 
tailed in on announcement of one of 
his numbers. 





Checker Cab period WOR pulling 
contest on the Checker Cab theme 


song, offering a cash prize for the 
best new lyrics. Irene 3ordoni 
graced the Rudy Vallee hour for 
Fleischmann yeast on WEAF. Her 


voice came over effectively. 

The Lehn & Fink orchestra—WJZ 
-showed what can be done in.a 
change of rhythm. Champion 
Sparkers continues its sports drama 
broadcasts by Phil Carlin. Ben Pol- 
lock and band, still at Silver Slipper, 
heard advantageously from WABC. 
Roland Weber on WNYC goes after 
those arty announcements a la Jack 
Fillman. 





Maxwell House period off WJZ 
to permit broadcasting of former 
President Coolidge’s speech on 
“Economics of Insurance” from the 
N. Y¥. Life Insurance banquet in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. Jack Frost period 
WEAF interesting. Bamberger 
Symphony orchestra WOR has be- 
come a standard for this station, 
Philip James directing. 





Lone Star Rangers WOR strive 
to be different and are, thanks to 
John White’s prairie tunes. Aunt 
Mandy’s Children WOR amusing in 
spots; most effective in song. Eve. 
Journal WPAP had a symphonic 
ensemble working overtime. Seiber- 
ling Singers WEAF in another 
splendid program. Wilfred Glenn 
seemed in unusually good voice 
(basso). 





Recalling Operas 

RCA-Victor program — WEAF— 
extended from half hour to hour 
period and offered one of the best 
periods of the year. Light operas 
for 50 years recalled. Voices of 
Robert Simmons, Edna Kellogg and 
Belle Mann came over great. Miss 


(Continued on page 75) 











LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 








| IRVING AARONSON | 


and HIS COMMANDERS 


Featuring 
“RED STANLEY” and PHIL SAXE 
AT 


ROMAN POOL’S CASINO 
Miami Beach, Florida 














[OWEN FALLON | 
And His CALIFORNIANS 


Now Playing Second Year 

WILSON’S BALLROOM 

(Formerly Cinderella Roof) 
LOS ANGELES 











FROM DET ROIT 
JEAN GOLDKETTE| 


Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 


Office: 812 Book Tower 
DETROIT 














| THE BRICK TOPS | 


(PARISIAN RED HEADS) 
America’s Greatest Girl Band 


Permanent Address 
28 West North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


| PHIL FABELLO | 


and His 


ORCHESTRA 
The Different Ensemble 
ntation Feature 
COLISEUM THEATRE 


New York City 


| MAL HALLETT | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
9 SEASONS ON BROADWAY 
En Tour 


Opening Soon at the Million Dollar 
Arcadia Ballroom, B’way and 53rd St. 























Management 
CHARLES SHIRBMAN, Salem, Mass. 








VINCENT LOPEZ | 





| TAL HENRY. : 











and His ORCHESTRA 
Suammering at the 
PELHAM HEATH INN 


Doubling at the 


ST. REGIS HOTEL 
New York City 


LOCKWOOD LEWIS | 


AND HIS PLANTATION CLUB 
ORCHESTRA 


Formerly the Missourians, World’s Great- 
est Colored Band, Now at the Plantation 
Club, 80 West 126th St., New York City 


| GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
HOLLYWCOD, CALIF. 
With SID GRAUMAN 
VICTOR RECORDS 


| ANSON WEEKS | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Now in Third Year at tne 
HOTEL MARK HOPKINS 
n Francisco 
a RECORDS 
































and His ORCHESTRA ~—~ 
Victor Records 


Playing Baker Hotel 
Dallas, Tex. 


Exclusive Eennagemont 
Orchestra Corp. of America 
1650 Breadway, New York 


| B. A. ROLFE | 


Radio’s Premier Conductor 
Lucky Strike Dance Orchestra 


Palais D’Or Restaurant Orchestra 
Edisen Ace Recording Orchestra 


AND HIS 
Park Central Hotel Orchestra 
Broadcasting WEAF—WJZ 
PARK CENTRAL HOTEL 
New York, Now, Florentine Grill 


Mgt. Variety Music & Entertainment 
1482 Broadway. New York, Suite 711 


(PAUL WHITEMAN| 


And His Greater Orchestra 


Now Making 
“KING OF JAZZ” 
for Universal 


























NEW WGBS FREQUENCY 
GOING FOR COMMERCIAL 





operating on a newly assigned fre- 
quency of 600 kilocycles. Pioneer 


ing operated by the General Broad- 
casting System, which took over 
this ether dispatch source in No- 
vember, 1928. 

Station has been broadcasting in- 
termittently the past 10 days, re- 
sponding letters testifying to the 
clarity and non-interference of the 
new allocation. Plan is for exten- 
sive commercial and_ sustaining 
hours Jan. 21 to witness the inaugu- 
ration of weekly series of talks by 
Commissioner Grover Whalen with 
Mayor Walker supplying the pre- 
amble. Last Monday the station 
also launched U. S. District At- 
torney Charles H. Tuttle as a 
weekly feature for a succession of 
addresses. 

WGBS was formerly operated by 
Gimbel Brothers. Dailey Paskman, 
who has conducted the station since 
its inception, is president of General 
Broadcasting. 


Investigate KWKH 


Washington, Jan, 14. 

KWKH at Shreaveport, La., is 
forcing a situation on Congress via 
Senator C. C. Dill, responsible for 
the present radio laws, through its 
methods of broadcasting, that many 
here see as heading toward plenty 
of grief for the broadcasters in gen- 
eral. 

Senator Dill has spoken on this 
particular station and its assaults 
on the chain stores. Now the radio 
commission has promised the Senat- 
or an investigation principally a 
check up on the use of profanity. 
Senator Brookhart is in the con- 
troversy also, 


Trailer by Radio 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
M-G-M’s first broadcast over the 
Columbia chain was practically a 
spoken trailer for “Dynamite,” 
which C, B. de Mille produced. It 
was prepared in continuity form by 
a studio scenarist. 
Lawrence Gray chanted the theme 
song of the picture, with Charles 
Pickford, Murial McCormac and 
Robert T. Haines doing the court- 
room scene, 
At the conclusion of this Mr. 
de Mille spoke to the listeners for 
three minutes about the story. 











Columbia’s Coup 


Washington, Jan. 14. 
Columbia has got the diplomats 
first. NBC was getting the foreign 
representatives lined up for talks 
through the League of Women Vot- 
ers. With announcement of this 
to be made _ shortly, Columbia, 
through its local representative, 
Harry C. Butcher, states that such 
a series will start on Jan. 21 with 
the opening of the Naval parley in 
London. 
First is to be Sir Esme Howard, 
Great Britain’s ambassador, 





Coty’s Program 


Coty’s half-hour broadcast 
chained through Columbia System 
over WABC, Jan. 9, with Maurice 
Chevalier featured at $5,000, cost 
the perfumers $20,000. 

Of this $9,000 was used for news- 
paper announcements. 


RADIO ADV. HOLDS UP 

Washington, Jan, 14. 
Broadcasters have been getting 
steady advertising income with no 
seasonal changes, according to sta- 
tistics made available by the Cen- 
sus Bureau. 
Check covers 11 months of 1929 
and discloses that 50% of the adver- 
tising done via broadcasting was 
used by the automotive and radio 
industries along with the foodstuffs 
concerns. ; 








WMCA Against Crooners 
WMCA last week put the ban 
down on crooning tenors and for- 
bids any of their tenors from 
yodeling in that style during the 
studio programs, 
According to this station croon- 
ing tenors have been overdone. The 
fad started by Rudy Vallee or Will 
Osborne (both are still arguing it 
out) is shot, they think, because it 
has been over used and misused. 





Columbia Turns Stylish 
Columbia broadcasting system 
putting on dog. An official edict 
issued by Jack Ricker, studio direc- 
tor, says everybody must don for- 


Since Jan. 5 WGBS has been|/raw meat. Ten waiters are reported 


station, inaugurated in 1924, is be-jerated by R. 


CLUB MONTMARTRE 


(MIAM}) 
Miami Beach, Jan. 9. 


Raided the other night, this spot, 
consequently the talk of the town, 
has been nursing its black eye with 


to have been taken, 
booked. 


but owners 
Club was not closed. Op- 
Maurice of the Ross- 
Fenton Farm. Entrepreneur ob- 
viously disconsolate, having: opened 
New Year’s Eve, admittedly prema- 
ture, which was  heart-breaking 
enough without the distressing in- 
vasion of the law. Considering that 
the place is brand new, the whole 
building having beén remodeled and 
the retreat installed to accommo- 
date 150 to 175 guests, the situation 
was the more mortifying. 

Catering to semi-class and sit- 
uated so close to the $25 a day mini- 
mum Roney-Plaza hotel, its door- 
man virtually rubbing shoulders 
with the admiral outside the hostel- 
ry, the club needed a flawless rep. 
Another raid last night within a 
stone’s: throw resulted in the con- 
fiscation of liquor and arrest of the 
owners of a speakeasy, who smiled 
when the law arrived, confident no 
intoxicants could be found. But the 
officers happened to walk out the 
back door and into a miniature golf 
course adjoining, locating Scotch 
and rye beverages neatly secreted 
in golf bags. 

The Montmartre is practically a 
merger of the Chateau Madrid and 
Casanova of Broadway. Its en- 
tire floor show, except dance team, 
is recruited from both places. The 
band, too, belongs to Casanova, 
Gerry Freedmans, 


Arthur Brown, late tenor of the 
Madrid, is billed as Arthur Broun. 
Only diff between Broun. He starts 
off the show with: “Now we'll first 
hear three very, very sweet little 
girls—the Nightingales, who were 
in Bee Lillie’s show, and at the 
Casanova in New York....heet eet.” 
Forthwith, Doreen Glover, Evelyn 
Sayers and Jessie Payne, three re-~ 
maining blondes of a former quar- 
tet, which was graduated from the 
chorus ensembles of Broadway, es- 
say to chant suave harmony, walk- 
ing shoulder to shoulder from one 
table to another. They sing a num- 
her about “You broke my heart 
when we parted, now I’m so melan- 
choly,” followed by “Tip-toe” and 
“Collegiate.” The girls have neat 
appearance to their credit, attired in 
pinkish evening gowns. Harmony 
subdued but slightly raucous. Diffi- 
cult to judge how strong any act 
goes over when a room has but 26 
people in it—all listless. 

Jean Kenin and Geo. Clifford, called 
society dancers from the Club Rich- 
man, though they have never been 
known generally to have ever been 
at that club, unless for a very short 
period. Clifford was partner of 
Claire Windsor for a few weeks and 
for a longer period with Lisbeth 
Higgins, society girl, whose folks 
are the Higgins Ink people. The 
work of Clifford and Miss Kenin is 
splendid, while they adhere to “hot- 
stuff” taps and eccentrics, but their 
ball room stuff is unsophisticated. 
Brown follows on this number. He 
tenors a couple of numbers. 

The room is small, but the dance 
space is larger than one’s cigaret 
case. Walls of the club are card- 
board, with blue water color paint- 
ings, 

Couvert is $2 all week through. 
When the season starts this current 
week, it will mount a dollar Satur- 
day nights only. Business has been 
barely passable. 

Maurice is not alone in the un- 
dertaking, a silent partner being 
with him. Christo and John, with 
whom he has been associated, have 
no “in” on the receipts. 

Too bad the natives take a little 
raid so seriously. 





Boniel in New York 


Robert D. Boniel, pioneer radio 
director now manager of commercial 
broadcast for Hearst’s WTMS in 
Milwaukee, arrived Sunday in New 
York on a business trip. 

Boniel formerly was booker and 
director of publicity for KYW in 
Chicago. 





TED HENKEL 





Musical Conductor 
and 


Presentation Director 


CIVIC THEATRE 


Auckland, New Zealand 
PITT ORCHESTRA OF 30 
STAGE BAND OF 20 








Personal Rep.: JAS. FF. GILLESPIE 


mal dress after 6 p. m., 


One Pelham Roadhouse 


With the closing of the Castillian 
on the Pelham road after New 
Year’s but one roadhouse is left 
in that section. It is Hunter Island 
Inn, 

The Crying Goldmans, who have 
the Castillian, retain the lease. It 
will probably reopen in the spring, 
under Jack Goldman’s direction, 
Another crier, Al Goldman, is now 
manager of the Roman Pools at 
Miami Beach for John and Christo. 
The other brother, Chick, recently 
opened a restaurant at 62 West 53d 
street, New York. 


Fired Gyps 


St. Paul, Jan. 14. 

When gyps got worse instead 02f 
better after repeated warnings, John 
Lane, proprietor Boulevards of Paris 
night club, fired all the men wait- 
ers and replaced them with chic, 
black-aproned girls. . 

Business way off here too since 
New Year's. 











FRANCES SHELLY SUES 


Claiming she was fired unwar- 
rantedly and: that he still owes her 
a week’s salary for singing at the 
Villa Vallee, Frances Shelly brought 
suit against C. B. Bellak and the 
Hotel Bellaire, Inc., owners of the 
club, for $250. 

Judge Thomas E. Murray, in Mu- 
nicipal Court .Monday, reserved de- 
cision. 

Bellak’s defense was that Miss 
Shelly sang too languidly te suit 
him, 





Brice-Franklin Cafe Blows 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Lew Brice and Dave Franklin's 
sawdust Jimmy Durante night club 
idea for the basement of the Chris- 
tie Hotel has blooeyed. 

Opened New Year’s Eve, but after 
that starved. 





Mae Joyce in Club 
Mae Joyce, under contract to Fox, 
opened an indefinite engagement at 
the Club Richman, Monday. 











A CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


wee East of Broadway ————« 








THERE’S A REASON! 


One of the most active and successful 
modern leaders is 


SMITH BALLEW 


who alternates, with his orchestra, 
between the famous Whayte's Restau- 
rant and the equally renowned Club 
Ric in New York, and is a 

favorite over Station 


AF. 
Maybe his fine discrimination in re- 
gard to the songs he features has a 
lot to do with his. popularity. For, 
on every program, u're almost cer- 
tain to find those three great ‘‘hits’’: 
“Singin’ in the Rain” 
“How Am I to Know?” 
“Just You, Just Me” 

















‘Carlton Kelsey 


Director Music 
TIFFANY PRODUCTIONS, Inc. 














ORGANISTS 


{Community Singing” Organ Solos for 
Rent—Special Solos Written to Order 


HARRY I. ROBINSON 


Suite 807, Woods Theatre Bldg. 























54 W. Randolph St., Chicage 
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PENN. GRANGERS FORCE 


FAIR MIDWAY CLEANUP 


Gentine Pa., Jan, 14, 

Carnivals coming to the big Read- 
ing Fair, the Pennsylvania Septem- 
ber exhibition which has for some 
years held the state high record 
for paid admissions, will have to be 
@isinfected if President Abner S. 
Deysher carries out his pledges at 
the annual meeting of the board of 
directors here. 

“I’m down on carnivals,” he said. 
“In recent years large numbers of 
state police, who made many ar- 
rests, have been required to keep 
the farmers and other rural visitors 
from making downright gifts of 
their money. to. fakers 
and midway shows, and merchan- 
dise wheels and money boards. 

“Every time a visitors lost a wad 
of jack he hunted -up a state cop 
and the faker had to refund or stop 
business, so that the carnival and 
sideshow men are just as sore at 
the fair.as the fair managers are at 
the fakers.” 

Deysher says the carniva!s, 
of them big tented affairs with a 
dozen or more individual tents in 
one group, bring in “undesirable 
characters. I'm no reformer,” Dey- 
sher said; “but I’m filled up to the 
neck with disgust at some of these 
entertainments. We must commer- 
cialize the fair, to some extent, but 
if we can’t do without carnivals they 
ought to be the kind a man can take 
his family to.” 

Deysher’s promise to clean up was 
inspired by complaints from the two 
dozen or more Grangers’ lodges in 
the district... They threaten not to 
exhibit or visit the fair unless they 
are protected and unless they get 
better display facilities. 


some 





10-Yr. Success a Flop 
Quincy, Il. Jan. 14, 
Adams County Fair Association 
will quit unless somebody shows 
them how to obtain $150,000 neces- 
sary to acquire land and buildings. 
This despite ten years of success- 
ful fairs. . 1 
Likely the ‘Adams Céunty will be 


merged with others into -a. district 
fair. 





Rival Whales ‘Too Much 


Fresno, Cal., Jan. 14. 

This town was treated to the 
strange’ spectacle of ‘two rival! 
pickled whales showing at the same 
time last week. One came.from Los 
Angeles and the. cther from Long 
Beach both awred by separate 
companies, 

Headed east, it was figured to get 
the nut here, but only resuited in 
price war with the natives going 
cold with one at each end of town. 





DOWNIE PERSONNEL 


F. J..Frink has not been engaged 
as general agent of the Downie cir- 
‘cus for next season as reported, No 
agent has been engaged to date, al- 
though a number of applicants are 
kei-g considered. Show opens April 
19 around Baltimore. 

Irish Horan, Downie’s. general 
press representative, is in New 
York looking after some prelim 
matters for the show, which opens 
April 19. 





NOTHING IN WISCONSIN 


Milwaukee, Jan. 14. 

Wisconsin Associations of Fairs, 
in session here for 3 days at Hotel 
Schroeder, was nothing for the car- 
nival boyS who were present in 
droves, 

Milwaukee said they might buy a 
circus, but that another huddle was 
necessary before the final word, 





Chautauqua Congress 
Chicago, Jan. 14. 
International Lyceum & Chautau- 
qua Association wili hold its annual 
meeting again at Winona Lake, Ind., 
Sept. 2-6. 





lowa Fair Bankrupt 
Perry, Ia., Jan. 14. 

The Tri-County fair has thrown 
its affairs into the bankruptcy court 
at Des Moines, seeking liquidation. 
The fair officers scheduled debts of 
$44,955, chiefly wages and notes, and 
assets of $15,266. 





Fred Buchanan bought stock last 
week from the Cole Bros. eircus, at 
Brehemen, Texas. Deal was made 
in Chicago through National Print- 
ing Co. 
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Invite Bowers, Mugivan 


As New Circus Advisors 


Peru, Ind., Jan. 14. 

Bert Bowers and Jerry Mugivan 
have been offered honorary vice- 
president titles in John Ringling’s 
new circus corporation now being 
formed in New York. It is under- 
stood that no money was put into 
the new corp by either Bowers or 
Mugivan. 

Ringling, it is reported, made the 
offer so he could avail himself of the 
ideas and services of the two for- 
mer circus executives in 1930. 





| Old J. Robinson Staff 
Retained by Ringling | 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Taint so that Ringling won’t en- 


at carnivals |gage former American Circus Corp 


executives for his shows in 1930. 
Rosters now released give the fol- 
lowing for the John Robinson trick: 
Arthur Hopper, general agent: Wm. 
Bachell, car manager; W. B. Lester, 
contracting agent; F. B. Head, con- 
tracting press agent; Paul Rice, 
auto brigade manager, and Robert 
Hickey, p. a. 


Hagenbech-Wailace outfit will 
have J. C. Donahue as the railroad 
visitor, J. C. Rhodes, local contrac- 
tor; Fred Moulton, contracting p. 
a.; Francis: Regan, special story 
man; Ben Voorhies, p. a.: Jess 
Nolan, car manager, and Harry 


Howard, auto brigade manager. All 
these men are old timers with their 
respective outfits, and have been re- 
engaged after being on the waiting 
bench. 





Harvey Lands Phoney 
Kansas City, Jan. 14, 

R. M. Harvey, general agent of 
the 101 Ranch, munching on some 
hog meat with Zack’ Miller on his 
ranch here, received a wire from 
himself at Kansas City requesting 
$100 before he could get to the 
show. 

Accused by Miller of doing a 
Chaney or having a hideaway son, 
Harvey declared the wire to be 
phoney. Police at Kansas. City 
backed Harvey up in this state- 
ment. On his way east he stopped 
off long enough ‘to help G. W. 
Paige, a candy butcher, get 60 days 
in a place where candy isn’t served. 





MR. JOHNSON DIES 


William Johnson, 70, well known 
outdeor man and operator of sev- 
eral amusement parks in Jersey, 
Coney Island and in Cuba, died in 
Coney Island suddenly last week. 

Johnson constructed a “Ben Hur 
race” in the Island. He leaves a 
wife and a daughter. Interment in 
Lutheran cemetery. 





FINED IN LIQUOR CASE 


Detroit, Jan. 14. 
Howard “Hambure” Barry, adver- 
tising man for John Robinson cir- 
cus, was arrested by custom men 
here for carrying liquor in. Barry 
had a flat in Windsor and made fre- 





quent trips across the river. He 
was fined. 
BOOKER TACTICS 
Chicago, Jan. 14. 


Rumors that Illinois had chopped | 
the 1930 fair appropriation in half | 
have no foundation. The 1930 
moneys, set aside for county and 
state fairs by the legislature last 
year, will be adhered to. 

Story started by fair booking 
agency to cut the price of acts, 





Barnes’ Rehearsals 
Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 
All peérfermérs with the Al G. 
Barnes Circus are in rehearsal in 
winter quarters at Baldwin Park. 
Show opens there March 10. 





Floto Left $217,480 
Denver, Jan. 14. 

The estate of Otto Floto, circus 
man and veteran sporting editor, 
amounted to $217,480. 

Five thousand dollars was left to 
Harry J. Dunne, Pitcairn, Pa., and 
the balance to his widow, Mrs. 
Katherine K. Floto, Denver. 





Storied Showboat Sinks 
Norfolk, Jan. 14. 
James Adams’ Showboat sank 
here. 

The floating theatre is the one 
Edna Ferber wrote her “Showboat” 
around, 

Independent circus owners have 
talked the picture star draw thing 
over among themselves and agree 
that it is best to wait until the last 
minute before sending for this type 
of big top attraction. Claim they 


get them 205 Te cheaper by waiting. 





Charges ‘Trust’. Against 
Ringling’s Circus Sew-Up 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

Effort is being made here to have 
John Ringling questioned under the 
Sherman anti-trust law. Instigators 
told senate members Ringling now 
controls outdoor circus biz. 

Base the claim on fact that cir- 
cuses no longer play cities but 
zones, This new angle because of 
improved transportation. They 
point out wagon and truck shows | 
are not competition. Rin ling, they | 
allege, has grabbed all zones in 
broad America by having outfits to 
fit them. This they say makes him 
a monopoly. 

Ringling could have 
many wagon and truck shows for 
defense, if the case carries, but the 
way the framers have planted the 
thing he will have to turn to other 
means for defense. 


used the | 





Canadian Carnival Rail 
Tilt Hurts — Out” 


Toronto, Can., Jan. 14. 

Canadian Pacific and Canadian 
National aré going to allow carni- 
vals only 10 per cent in mileage for | 
their moves. This is a 10 per cent 
reduction over former years. The 
circus arrangement of 20 per cent 
will stand. 

Idea back of change in policy is 


to discourage carnival moving. 
Roads have tried to pass the buck 
to each other the past few years in 
moving these tricks, but this is the 
first out-and-out evidence that the 
carnival is not wanted in Canada. 





THE AIR LINE 


(Continued from page 74) 
Mann took care of the present pe- 
riod numbers in a way that should 
bring her more before the mike. 


Leicester Harrison, astrologist, 
WMCA, told some of her hearers 
she was bawling them out because 
she wanted to help them. Myra 
Johnson sang during Small’s Para- 
dise period WMCA; _ hoarseness 
spoiled results. National Grand 
Opera WEAF with all vocal cylin- 
ders at work on “La Traviata.” 


Usual line of dance numbers from 
Kee’s ‘ restaurant’ on. WOR, with 
Howard Emerson directing. Slum- 
ber Hour WJZ included some 
Oriental music :.at was in contrast 
to usual bedtime musical layout, 


Classics vs. Hoke 


Harbor Lights on WEAF would 
be poor air stuff without the captain 
character. Jones and Hare, on WJZ, 
improve as they go along. True 
Story hour on WABC had a Japan- 
esy flavor; held tension in spots. 
Schradertown Band (Arthur Pryor) 
on WEAF went highbrowed and 
reeled off “Echoes of the Metoropol- 
itan Opera House.” And then went 
into a hoke comedy as Allen and 
Mason pulled low down talk. 


Planters and Pugs 

Planters Pickers (WEAF) has a 
good orchestra and scored with its 
topical selections. WGBS getting 
a better play on its high wave jump. 
All it needs now is some regular 
standouts and WMCA will have to 
watch its wave lengths. WMCA 
had play on the Garden fights. Main 
interest in the Paolina-Van Porat 
bout. Sam Taub is improving on | 
his blow-by-blow spieling. 

WOR depended on the talk of 
Gen, Jan Christian Smuts at the 
League of Nations anniversary din- 
ner at the Commodore. Interesting. 
Tuneful Tales had a little comedy 
that. in spots (WOR) was accept- 
able. Dave Bernie and band dis- 
played more ginger than usual. 


Duke Hot and Cold 


Sleepy Hall and band on from 
Washington via WABC, Came over 
oke, but some of his numberg were 
too oldtimey for present-day radio. 
Ben Pollack and band put over some 
tuneful dance music from the Silver 
Slipper, WABC. 

Duke Ellington and band keep on 
mixing the hot with the not so hot 
on WABC. 


Like String Music 

splendid programs follow 
each other on WJZ, namely Ar- 
mour program and Armstrong 
Quakers. That huge orchestra that 
Josef Koestner directs for the for- 
mer is a pip. Some nice singing 


Two 


during the Quaker Girl party. | Spent. 

Stringed ensembles still in vogue. a ors 

They are coming pretty fast via Plenty Opera 

WOR, Hotel Montclair on WOR offered 
The YWCA quartette was a/some effective string music. Em- 

stringed combo that WGBS used as |pire period made “Pinafore” enter- 

a filler grunswick period not bad |taining. Four Dusty Travelers ad- 

and enlivened by Brokenshire’s an- | hered more to singing and got good 

nouncing. He never lets down a/results. Union Label period, WMCA, | 

minute. sent over excerpts from “Cavalleria 
Louis Reid, WOR announcer, | Rusticana.” Also plug for the sym- 

visited Vincent Lopez on WEAF jbo) of union-made products, 


| was in the 


Central Circus Booking 
At $200,006 Year Saving 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 


Ringling office here is figuring a 
saving of $200,000 by routing all 
circuses from the general office and 
cutting down on personnel of gen- 
eral agents and advance crew. 
Presént plans call for all circuses 
being routed by Jan. 31. Most of 
this work will be done by Geo. 
Meighan and W. H. Horton. 





Gruberg, Jones Cop Fairs; 
Morris & Castle Trail 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Up-to-date some 57 fairs have 
been closed by carnivals for 1930. 


The Rubin & Cherry shows lead the 
field with the No. 1 having 9 weeks 
set and the No, 2 eight. 

Johnny J. Jones has 11, with the 
Cc. A. Wortham shows 7 and the §. 
W. Broundage outfit the same num- 
ber. The hardest slap has been 
given the Morris & Castle trick, 
which has only 5, and most of these 
small ones. 

This carnival lost Dallas to the 
Wortham shows when it thought it 


bag. Likewise, the sister 


| fair at Shreveport went to Rubin & 


Cherry 


May Shelve Christy Show 


Jan, 14, 

Future of the Christy circus for 
1930 is still uncertain. -Geo. W. 
Christy, owner, is now out of dan- 
ger, although pulse-feelers figure it 
will be four weeks before he can 
leave hospital. They strongly ad- 
vise year lay-off, which is also wish 
of Mrs. Christy. 

If he takes this advice likely the 


Houston, 


show will be on the shelf in 1930. 
Several bids from outsiders if 
Christy decides to rest, but all 


awaiting return of health. 





Fairs Out of Politics 


Milwaukee, Wis., Jan 14. 

In an effort to take the fair busi- 
ness out of polities, Wisconsin will 
hold a civil] service exam Jan. 31, at 
which time the highest man will be 
given the title of Chief of Fuirs, 
Publicity and Staite Departments. 

The man appointed wille then 
close attractions to play the 1930 
Wisconsin State Fair. This will 
include’ a‘ carnival and possibly a 
circus. 





JONES TURNS TORONTO. 


Toronto, Jan. 14. 

The Johnny J. Jones carnivai 
passed up the Masonic celebration 
here for July. No reason given and 
unusual. 
tf Town is running in 40 large boats 
to care for overflow. 

What carnival will 
known yet. 


fill in not 





7 


during ‘the St. Regis period, and did 
the spieling as Lopez’s guest. An 
idea to give the Lopez hour a few 
more followers; i. e., accepting the 
belief ‘announcers have followers. 
Lopez surefire on piano. 





U. S. Attorney Charles H. Tuttle 
was on WGBS and gave an interest- 
ing talk on the crime wave and the 
campaign to end it. WMCA had 
another Goodman Jewish period with 
some good music. 


Film Fan Appeal 

Tasty Bread is paying for Voices 
from Filmiand on: WABC. A new 
one that has pul] for the fans. With 
music is mixed talks. Cecil B. De 
Mille spoke briefly on “Dynamite.” 
The Hotel Biltmore band supplied 
the main music for. the broadcast. 
Using up a lot. of gag bits in the 
Henry George period. A la bur- 
lesque. Some good and some not so 
good. 

Roxy and His Gang put on some 
good entertainment via WJZ. Roxy’s 
program more varied and should 
make for great ‘following. Ingram 
Shavers, WJZ, haye been together 
a long time and they show results. 
Team work stands out. Instrumen- 
tal music pleasing. CeCo Couriers 
came over nicely. Musie oke, but 
Henry Burbig’s Hebe monologue no 
standout, 

A & P Gypsies along its custom- 
ary line (WEAF). — Light opera. 
“Poor Butterfly” over nicely. Grace 
Moore’s high notes a feature of Gen- 
eral Motors period. Money was well 
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34 CHAUTAUQUA CO’S IN 
+ 729; NOW DOWN TO 12 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Chautauqua business in the 
States and Canada has simmered 
down to 12 active companies, against 
34 at the same time last year. 
Those remaining and carrying on 
the losing fight are: 

Acme Chautauqua System of Des 
Moines, Iowa; Associated Chatau- 
quas of America of Topeka, Kansas; 
| Canadian Chautauquas at Calgary, 

Alta, Canada: Central Community 
E hautauqua System, Indianapolis; 
Community Chautauquas of Canada, 








Ltd., Rouleau, Sask., Canada; Elli- 
son- White Chautauqua System, To- 
peka, Kan.; Loar Independent Chau- 
| tauqua Co., Bloomington, Il.; Rad- 
leliffe Chautauqua System, Wash- 


ington, D. C.; Redpath, spread over 
several key § cities; Swarthmore 
Chautauqua Association, Swath- 


more, Pa., and United Chautauquas, 
Des Moines, Iowa, 

While the above companies hold 
the bulk of this fast fading busi- 
nes§, there are still a number of 
individuals who now and then book 
a date near their home town. In 
addition the major 
named go in strong for winter book- 
| ine or lyceum, which an effort 
|to give the help a long season. Like 
the chautauqua biz the lyceum end 
is also on the decline. 





is 


Fans Buying Stock 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Circus Fans Association members, 
numbering over 1,000, are figured 
as the heavy buyers of the Ring- 
ling new circus corporation stock. 
Tentative name for the new eorp 
will be American Circus Corp., 
which is the same as used by Mugi- 
van, Bowers and Ballard. 

One of the few letters written 
by Ringling has been sent to the 
association praising it for good 
work in promoting the interest of 
the circus. 








Auto Co. Walks Out 


Fort Dodge, Iowa, Jan. 14, 
Fred Buchannan, owner of the 
Robbins Bros.’ Circus, is starting 
off $35,000 in the red. 
The Chevrolet Co. refused to re- 
new a two-year advertising cob- 
tract and supply cars for 1930. 





Winnipeg Revives Fair 
Winnipeg, Jan. 14, 

Winnipeg came back into the fair 
game when town fathers set aside 
$800,000 for an event the second 
week in July. 

It will be operated entirely by the 
city, with Ernie Richardson slated 
to manage. If Ernie does not take 
the post his brother, William, will 
be next in line. Town has been out 
of the fair biz for a few years, this 
one coming as a revival. 





WATTS MGR. OF SPARES 
Macon, Ga., Jan. 14, 
Ira Watts, former assistant treas- 
jurer of the Ringling, Barnum & Bai- 
ley circus, has been -made. manager 
lof the Sparks circus here. 
Watts has handled the cook house 
ifor Ringling for two years during 
|the winter and replaces H. B. Gen- 








itry, who had the Sparks berth last 
| season. 
Barnes’ Staff 
Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Al. G.. Barnes’ line-up for 1930 


puts the following boys to work: 
Ben Austin, boss of the advance; 
Ed. F. Maxwell, contracting agent; 
R. C. Morgan, car manager; Allen 
Lester, P. A.; Cliff McDougal, con- 
tracting P. A., and Jack Austin, auto 
brigade manager. 





Circus Flotation? 


Chicago, Jan, 14, 

John Ringling again reported to 
make a public offer of stock in. a 
new circus. corporation which will 
include all his newly acquired cir- 
cuses, but the Ringling & Barnum 
& -Bailey outfit. Details are not 
made public. 


Harmon Out of Bike Grind 

Chicago, Jan. 14. 
Paddy Harmon will not be con- 
nected with the February bike races 
at the Chi Stadium. Harmon built 
the place for the races, but John 

Chapman ruled him out recently. 
To amuse himself, Harmon Says 
will run for sheriff in the spring. 
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J. A. B. Hossick,. auditor for the 
American Circus Corp. is on his 
iway to L. A. from Chi. Giving up 


} the circus trade, 
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Englewood 


A better than ordinary lineup for|male acrobatic team, 


tions by the bellhop and coupled 
handstands are classy and took 
heavy applause. Monroe and King, | 
janother male pair, spent time in 
j}the deuce starting as comic acro- 
jbats, then swinging into comic 


| dancing and finally straight hoofing, 
none of family calibre. 


the preview night, with only two 
acts going into the flop column. | 
Dutch and Dutchie led off in a good | 
acrobatic turn, with a novelty in| 
having a woman as the under- 
stander in head-to-head and pole 
stuff. Elaine and Boyle have a two- 
girl blackface act, and capable of 
getting results from vocalizing and 
hoofing. Syd Shepeard and Co.| 


need two men and three girls to tell | 
father 


a weak music-comedy skit. 
jumbled, trying to get across with 
song and dance numbers. Morria 
Landini is from the Chicago Opera, 
without a routine for vaude. Lan- 
dini sings long operatic selections 
and everybody applauds in the 
middle of his act. He finished with 
an unexpected blackout, 

Raymond Brown is & memory 
wizard with possibilities, but doesn’t 
stand much chance until he devel- 
ops his showmanship. “Little 
Nemo,” baby elephant, does some 
ordinary tricks which will please the 
youngsters. The trainer should quit 
using the gouhe, since the sight of 
the pick used on the animal is dis- 
Pleasing to an audience with S. P. 
C. A. leanings. 

Myers and Nolan whammed ’em. 
This pair of hoke artists is stand- 
ard small-time stuff. The fat girl 
sells her size and gags for laughs 
every time. They have been doing 
very well in these parts and deserve 
a crack at the State-Lake. Al Theis 
and Co., midget act, manage some 
wire-walking, tumbling and a couple 
of songs and dances, and are across 
because they’re midgets. Packard 
and Dodge got some tunes out of 
saws and inner tubes and were over 
big, except for their weak encore, 
Willard Singly and Girl Friends— 
three men and three women—closed 
with a fair song-and-dance flash. 

“Midnight Daddies” (World Wide) 
feature, Loop. 





BELMONT 

Usual Friday night menu of 10 
acts, seven of them no-pays. Okay 
in quality. Business very good for 
this particular show. 

Bert Faye, seen often in presen- 
tation houses doing his snowshoe 
dance, stopped them with his stuff 
here, but gab and personality at- 


Dale and Meyers, 
opened, but 
though contor- 


tempts flopped. 


lagged throughout, 


Syncopets, girl singing trio (New 
Acts) did well on third, followed by 
Faye. Pat and Willa Levolo showed 
again, Pat doing his slack-wire rou- 
tine and Willa just watching. More 
hokum in No. 5, with Worth Marks 
and Co., two men and a girl, who 
walloped with steals from every 
hoke act in the business and noth- 
ing original. Big. 

Shaver’s Jubilee (colored), three 
girls and two men, closed the no- 
pays, dragging in places with their 
straight song turn, but with merit 


business reaction being felt. Fred 
Varin of the R-K-O -club depart- 
ment expects around- $10,000 in 
bookings. Indie agents will get a 
small share, as usual 





Following Publix policy of putting 
candy machines in all its houses, the 
Oriental is making the first plunge 
in this town. Machines will be spot- 
ted in lobby, backstage and rest 
rooms, 





McDonald and Dayton have split. 
Jim McDonald is adding Leo Russo 
and Marjorie Harkness to his act. 





Dave Dubin, formerly Education- 
al’s exchange manager now an indie 
distributor, has opened an office. 

By E. H. GOODING 
Palace—Wright Players (stock). 
Paramount — ‘‘Love Parade’’; 

show, 

Vita-Temple—“Love Comes Along.” 

Pantheon—'‘Sally.”’ 

Valentine—‘‘Dynamite.” 

State—"Hell’s Heroes.” 

Princess—‘‘A pplause.”’ 

Rivoli—V aud film. 

Empire—Burlesque (Mutual). 


stage 





yaudsmith Bros. were unable to 
appear all week at Paramount be- 
cause of illness, 








Princess (Publix) changing Fri- 


bank for collection from a Mrs. Slat- 
tery in St. Louis. Held for sanity 
examination. Syracuse police said 
or was not connected with theatre 
there, 





Negotiations for change of Pub- 
lix-Eastman contract off. Ideas on 
terms too far apart. Concerts cut- 
ting in on opening day for films 
burns Publix up. 





California Collegians, 10-piece 
Rochester band, goes to Los An- 
geles for vaude contract. 





Fay’s theatre with change from 
vaude to all sound cuts prices 20%. 





Emanuel Balaban, head of the 
opera department of the Eastman 
School of Music, is organizing an 
Italian Opera Co. here. Wealthy 
Italians behind move. 





ALBANY, N. Y. 


By HENRY RETONDA 


Capitol—“‘On the Wing.” 
Hall—‘“‘The Sky Hawk.” 
Leland—‘“South Sea Rose.” 
Strand—‘“Show of Shows.” 
Ritz—‘‘Three Live Ghosts.” 
Proctor—Vaudfilm. 





Vly S. Hill, former manager of the 
five Warner houses in Albany, has 








in two spirituals. 

Regular show crept high with 
stunts by “Mickey,” trained seal, 
and stayed there for hoke by Bar- 
ton and Young, the thin straight 
and stubby comedian with the Hebe 


accent. Barton (Hebe) did things | 
up brown. Willard Singley flash | 
act, three men and three girls, | 


closed, just passing. 
On the screen, “Untamed” (M-G- | 
M) and Pathe News. Loop. 





Nate Blumberg, western theatre 
manager for R-K-O, has named 
Henry Kauffman his assistant to 
operate R-K-O’'s four new houses 
at Ft. Wayne, Ind., and to supervise 
the circuit’s three Detroit theatres. 

Kauffman has owned and oper- 
ated several independent houses in 
Detroit, and was among the fore- 
most indie operators of the Middle 
West. Ft. Wayne houses are the 
Jefferson, Palace, Strand and Em- 
boy; in Detroit, the Temple, Up- 
town and Highland. 





Barney and John Balaban, Jules 
Rubens and Emil Stern are going to 
Florida, joining the Adolph Zukor- 
Sam Katz crowd, which expects to 
leave New York Jan. 25. 





Bookings for the auto show last 





of this month will be below 1928, 








Christmas Party. 
Hotel McCormick 


Lobby, For Home of 
Friendless Children 


WHY 


furnished ... 
It has handball courts 


Apartments 
for 2 
$90 and $100 





YOU'LL ENJOY 
LIVING AT THE McCORMICK 


It’s such a pleasant sociable place to live ... you 
are almost sure to meet someone you know there. 
It’s so modern in every detail ... 
charmingly comfortable. 

It’s less than ten minutes’ walk from the loop .. . 
near Michigan Boulevard and the lake ... 
from the noise and dirt of downtown. 


golf driving nets for your use, 


Larger Apts. 
for 4 
$150 to $175 


When in CHICAGO Stay at 
¢ HOTEL - 
MS CORMICK 


RUSH AND ONTARIO STS. 
Phone Superior 4927 
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days instead of Saturdays hereafter. 
Vita-Temple doing same but not yet 
permanent policy there. 





Among those nabbed for driving 
with 1929 auto tags last week was 
Paul Spor, Paramount m. c. Re-| 
leased on own recognizance. 





Censors held. up Paramcunt’s 
“Applause” for months, then finally 
released it with Princess booking 
-the film for this week. Board then 
renegged. 





The Jail, Inc., restaurant whose 
booths were cells and waiters wore 
prison garb, opening. about two 
months ago to a big business, is now 
in bankruptcy. 

Royal (Smith-Beidler) recently 
gutted by fire, being remodeled. 








Robert Paris, Sandusky “matinee 
idol,” who posed as the son of Fran- 
cis X. Bushman while playing stock 
there, and left a lot of bouncing 
checks around, made good the 
amount (about $300) with money 
sent by his father, charges were 
dropped and he returned to his home 
in Moreland, Wyo. 





Schine’s Ohio Theatres, Inc. (Fox) 
have purchased A. C. Himmelein’s 
lease’on the Plaza, Sandusky. Ends 
theatrical battle begun Nov. 1, 1927, 
when Schine’s State opened. 





Isaac J. Collins and Thomas C. 
Fulton, owners, Ohio theatre build- 
ing, Piqua, leased and operated by 
Theodore J. Pekras, have filed mo- 
tion in common pleas court asking 
for appointment of a receiver to 
operate the house. Pekras is said 
to be two months in arrears with 
rent, and to have failed to pay $3,- 
500, the sum over $50,000 which the 
building cost, and $3,200 for dec- 
orating the house, as per agreement. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By DON RECORD 


Lyceum—‘‘Dracula.” 

Playhouse—‘“‘Mary the Third.” 

RKO Palace — “This Thing Called 
Love’’; vaude. 

RKO Temple—'‘‘Sally” (34 week). 

Loew’s Rochester — “Chasing Rain- 
bows’’; vaude, 

EKastman—‘‘Love Parad.” 

Piccadilly—*‘‘Kibitzer.”’ 

Regent—‘“Applause.”’ 

Fay’s—‘‘Nix on Dames.” 

Victoria—Dark. 





Strand—Change. 
Family—Change. 





Victoria may go into hands of 
banks. Sound apparatus here but 
not installing. House bought by 
Sam Tandler, real estate operator, 
year and a half ago. Closed once 
for burlesque dirt. Vaude, silents 
and tab shows floppo, so house now 
in straits. 





James Carrigien, 57, arrested for 
presenting bouncing check for $153 
to Strong Memorial Hospital here, 





resigned after 40 years’ service in 
the theatre business. For the last 
several months he-was acting in an 
advisory capacity. Charles Smak- 
witz, manager of the Ritz, was made 
manager of the chain in Albany and 
Troy. Charles Farley succeeded him 
at the Ritz. 





Charles H. Goulding of Harmanus 
Bleecker Hall, and his assistant, 
John Grogan, have severed connec- 
tions with the theatre. Both have 
been replaced by Raymond Morey, 
chief usher at the theatre, by C. H. 
Buckley, owner. Hall has changed 
its opening day from Monday to 
Friday. 





A four-page weekly tabloid, en- 
tered as second class mail, is be- 
ing published by the Warner house 
in Albany and Troy. It is known 
as the Warner Brothers “Theatre 
News,” and the ads pay for itself. 
The tab is printed in Albany. 





Claiborne Foster opened a new 
show at the Capitol “On the Wing,” 
prior to New York opening. It is by 
Peter McDowell. Miss Foster is in 
Albany as guest star of the Capitol 
stock company. 





Troy theatre is starting its week- 
ly programs on Saturday instead ‘of 
Sunday. 





State, Schenectady, first house 
upstate to install magnascope. Re- 
ceived favorably. 





technical director of the Capitol 
Players. Ralph Moorehouse_ suc- 
ceeded. He also will play parts, 


NEWARK, N. J. 


By C. R. AUSTIN 
Broad—‘“‘Josef Suss.”’ 
Shubert—“Babies in Toyland.” 
Proctor’s—‘‘Dance Hall’; vaude. 
Loew’s State—‘‘Cameo Kirby”; vaude. 
Newark—‘‘Red Hot Rhythm”; vaude. 
Mosque—‘“‘The Trespasser.” 





Branford—‘‘Glorifying the American 
Girl’; stage show. 
Fox Terminal—‘“‘The Girl from Ha- 


vana.” 
Rialto—“‘The Taming of the Shrew.” 
Capitol—‘“‘The Mysterious Island.” 
Empire—“‘Step Lively Girls” (Mutual). 





A. Gordon Reid, former manager 
of Mosque and for years with the 
Fabians, appointed manager of New 
York Hippodrome. 

Harry Brown, manager of Proc- 
tor’s since H. R. Emde was elevated 
to division manager, has resigned. 
The assistant manager, Paul Wal- 


Brooklyn, 


Schwartz, 
in June. 


rears of $4,544. 


(vaude) 


building, 





| 
| 


3ranford, 


—=s 


len, son of vice president of Proctog 
offices, has also quit. 





Mrs. Gloria Schwartz, ac 





John 





Business 





Newark Motion 
the sure-seater near the 
Broad Street (legit), has postponed 
the opening until February to per- 
mit installing sound. 





last Tuesday 
from Vice Chancellor Church an 
order directing the National Surety 
Co, to show cause why its bond for 
$5,000 to assure the appearance of 
her husband, 
should not be forfeited. The sheriff 
reported he was unable to locate 
former orchestra leader 
in Union City, who was ordered 
committed to jail in October. Mra, 
Schwartz was awarded $50 a week 
Schwartz reported in are 


Charles 


Joseph Corbliss, 
is being sued 
by his third wife, Helen S., who is 
asking for a divorce on the grounds 
of desertion and misconduct. 
bliss has also sued for a divorce, 
Vice Chancellor Berry ordered the 
case continued but ordered a fee 
paid counsel for Mrs. Corbliss. 


secur 


Schwartz, 


Newark 
for alimony 


Cora 


in downtown Warner 
houses seems off decidedly since 
raise in admission. Proctor’s appears 
now in first place with Loew’s State 
vigorously running second. Adams’ 
Newark has improved. 


Picture Guild 


Fred C. Hartung, doorman at the 


made 


debut on the 


| stage there last week. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


By EDWIN V. O’NEEL 


Palace—*‘Condemned.” 


Walter Clyde has_ resigned as | 





Circle—‘‘Sally.”’ 





Apollo—‘‘Romance of Rio Grande.’ 
Lyric—‘‘Seven Faces.’ 
Indiana—‘‘Hell’s Heroes.” 

New Ohio—‘Footlights and Fools.” 





Picture business was off for the 


past week, partly result of a spinal 
meningitis prevalence, 





The Strand at Crawfordsville has 


signed a 20-year lease with Publix. 
The house will be remodeled. 





The Gentry Bros.’ circus of Bloom- 


ington, Ind., has been sold at public: 
auction at Paris, Tenn., to satisfy 
debts. 





Columbia Theatres to erect 1,200- 


capacity house at Hammond, Ind, 
House will cost $225,000 for talkers, 





Irene Mae Schuch, local girl, has 


announced engagement to Francis 
McDonald, film actor, according to 
Hollywood dispatches. 





——_——s 











When in Chicago 
These Hits 


Visit 








ERLANGER 


THREE WEEKS ONLY—MAT. SAT. 
With Edition America’s Greatest Revue 


W. C. FIELDS in | 
EARL CARROLL 
VANITIES ) 


Company of 100 with Most Beautiful 
Girls in the World 





R-K-O WOODS 


Bebe Daniels 


in Radio Pictures’ 
Romantic Song Drama 


“Love Comes Along’”’ 


with 


LLOYD HUGHES 








A. H. WOODS’ 


DELP H AMats. wea. & sat. 


Clark at Madison 


LEW LESLIE’S 


“BLACKBIRDS” 


Fastest, Funniest, Most Tuneful 
Revue Ever Presented 
Original New York and Paris Cast 


Musical 

















4 Mts. Thurs. 
SELWYN Tonight ™“!*.73.¢ 
SAM H. HARRIS Presents 
THIS SEASON’S COMEDY SMASH 


“June Moon” 


By America’s Foremost. Humorists 


RING ana 


LARDNER 


GEORGE S. 
KAUFMAN 

















ILLINOIS Mats. Wed.-Sat. 


ZIEGFELD SENSATION 


SHOW BOAT 


(In the Flesh and Blood) 
With CHARLES WINNINGER 











said he owned a theatre in Syra- 
cuse. Also presented draft at local 





IN CHICAGO 


LINDY’S RESTAURANT 


On Randolph Street 
Is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 
A Good Place to Eat and Meet 
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JUDGE BRACKETT 

Funeral services for Judge @, Al- 
bert Brackett, well-known Boston 
theatrical attorney, were held last 
week. He had been senior asso- 
ciate judge of the West Roxbury 
court for over 30 years. 

Judge Brackett was best known 





- Obituary 


with the Mapleson Opera Co., Grau 
Metropolitan Co., 
with DeWolf Hopper, Francis Will- 
son; his last stage appearance be- 
ing with 
West” for Henry W. Savage in 1911. 


Calvary cemetery, 


McCaull Opera 


“The Girl of the Golden 


Interment in the family plot in 
New York. 





in law practice through his con- 

nections with the theatrical busi- MAX GOLD 

ness. He was for some years coun- Max Gold, 32, assistant director, 
sel for the Association of Theatrical | killea in the airplane fatality off 
Managers of Boston. In _ recent| Santa Monica, Cal, was a well- 
years he was a prominent first/ known athlete. In 1920 and 1921 he | 


nighter at nearly every show open- 
ing in Boston of importance. He 
was also an aviation enthusiast. 

Judge Brackett had been in fail- | 


ing health for the past year but 
did not relinquish his legal work 
until last November, when he en- 


tered the Phillips House for treat-’ 
ment, where he died. A large con- 


tingent of Boston theatrical men | 
attended the funeral. | 
<r taae 

ADA BURNETT 

Ada Burnett, for 33 years the 


vaudeville partner of her husband, 


Dan Gracy, forming the team of 
Gracy and Burnett, died at her | 
home in Fairhaven, N. J., Jan. 12 


of cancer. | 

Miss Burnett, prior to appearing 
in vaude and also on the road in 
“A Hot Old Time,” had worked with 
the old Barnum & Bailey circus. 
She was known at that time as a | 
“coon shouter.” 

She met Gracy, Irish 
while traveling and the two were 
married, remaining together as 
stage mates until last year, when 
she retired, owing to ill health. Her 
husband gave up stage work to tend | 
her. 

Ada Burnett enacted the Emma 
Ray character in “Hot Time” when 
Gracy was signed to doubie for Ray 


comedian, | 


IN LOVING MEMORY 


OF 


DAVID GOODMAN 


Our Dear Father 


A loving one from us has gone. 
A voice we love is still. 
A place is vacant in our house 


Which never can be filled. 


JACK POWELL 
and Family 


In appearance, 
resembled 


on the road tour. 
Miss Burnett greatly 
Miss Ray. 





J. H. ADAMS 

Jacob H. Adams, 73, play agent, 
president of International Play Bu- 
reau, New York, died suddenly in 
Rockefeller Institute, N. Y., Jan. 9 
of heart disease. 

Mr. Adams had been connected 
with various phases of theatrical 
life but his longest association was 
with the Henry W. Savage offices 
as stage director and company man- 
ager. He managed the Klaw & Er- 
langer production, “Ben Hur” for 
16 years. He had also been on the 
stage at one time, being a baritone 
and known as a “quick study,” with 
a yepertoire of 34 comic operas, in- 
cluding those of Gilbert & Sullivan. 

As an authors’ representative in 
later years he became’a familiar 
figure along Broadway. 

Mrs. Adams died some years ago. 
Two nieces survive. 


CONRAD WELLS 

Conrad Wells (Abe Fried), 32, 
cameraman, who died in the Fox 
air disaster on the Coast Jan. 2, 
had been a staff cameraman for 
this company for six years. He 
was born in New York. After leav- 
ing school, Wells toured Porto Rico 
on horseback, photographing trop- 
ical settings with an experimental 





camera. On his return. he became 
a newsreel photographer for four} 
years. 

Wells was married in 1926 to 


Gypsy Wells, a film editor with Uni- 
versal, who survives him. His sis- 
ter, Mrs. Scott Darling, is a writer 
for Columbia. Among his 
Pictures were “Sky Hawk,” 
hind That Curtain,” “Hollywood 
Nights” and “Dressed to Kill.” 


“De 
»e- 


ANTONIO MICHIELI 
Antonio Michieli, 81, 
light opera tenor, died Jan. in 
the Home for the Blind, Grand Con- 
course (Bronx), New York, where 
he had been living for the past 11 
years. Mr. Michieli had been as- 
sisted by the Actor's Fund since 
1915. <A daughter survives. 
He was born in Venice, 


vo 


Italy. 





veteran | 


was national handball champion, | 
representing the Los Angeles Ath- 
letic Club. In 1923 he was ranked 
the second best basketball for- 
ward in the country and captained 
the second All-American team. He 
was born in New York. 

He leaves a widow and a daugh- 
ter. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jacob Gold, also survive. Gold had 
been in Los Angeles since 1910. 

FRANK M. KELLY 

Frank Mostyn Kelly, 44, cartoon- 

ist, died at 9 Front street, Saranac 


as 








In Loving Remembrance | 
of My Brother 


FRANK VAN HOVEN 


Who Departed This Life 
January 11, 1929 


HARRY VAN HOVEN 





Lake, New York, of tuberculosis. 
He had been sent up-state about a 
month ago. 

Kelly, years ago, was in vaude 
with a cartoon act but when his 
health became impaired he quit 
stage work. 


Kelly did not belong to the N. V. 
A. but when his case came to the 
attention of the N. V. A. arrange- 
ments were made to have him go to 
Saranac Lake. Prior to his de- 
parture he was in French Hospital, 
IN, Y., under N. V. A. care. 

LILLIAN SCHAFFNER 

Mrs. Lillian Schaffner, 68, actress, 
appearing at the Biltmore, Los 
Angeles, in “Diamond Lil,” died Jan. 
8 in Methodist hospital of diabetes. 
She had played vaudeville in her 
own skit, “A Pair of Pink Corsets.” 

Mrs. Schaffner for 15 years ap- 
peared in legit shows in New York 
with Julia Nash and Fiske O’Hara. 
She was with “Diamond Lil’ since 
its New York opening two years 
ago. She was divorced in 1908 from 
Major Ben M. Schaffner, Chicago 
attorney. 

A niece, Mrs. Margaret Foster, 
Avalon, Catalina Island, survives. 

The Actors’ Fund had charge of 
her funeral and the body was cre- 
mated in Los Angeles. 


HELEN CURTIS 

Helen Curtis died in Saranac 
Lake, N. Y., Jan. 12 of tuberculosis. 
Miss Curtis, while not a member of 
the N. V. A., had been sent to the 
northern lake point when her con- 
dition was reported to the associa- 
tion by show people. 

Miss Curtis had worked with bur- 
lesque companies and was with 
“Dancing Around,” then operating 
as a Mutual burlesque show, when 
her health forced her to drop all 
stage work. 

Interment in Baltimore. 





HALLOCK ROUSE 

Hallock Rouse, 33, airplane pilot, 
who died Jan. 2 in the Fox air 
erash over the Pacific, for some 
time had piloted planes for picture 
work in and around Hollywood. 
Formerly an instructor at Hancock 
College of Aeronautics, L. A., Rouse 
left to join commercial aviation and 


to answer calls from the picture 
colony. 
Previous employment for Fox 





The Jewish Theatrical Guild of 


America 


Mourns the loss of a faithful 


and loyal brother 


| HARRY DEVINE 


recent | 


| was in the taking of “Behind That 
Curtain.” He lived in Santa Mon- 
ica, Cal. 


HARRY DEVINE 

Devine, vaudevillia: 
burlesque comedian 
poisoning at 


Harry 55, 
and former 


died Jan. 5 of septic 


| his home, 603 West 146th street, 
New York. 

Mr. Devine is survived by his 
widow, Belle Williams, who had ap 


peared in vaude with him, Devine 


Keith acts. 


eral office manager of Barnes & 
Carruthers in Chicago, died Jan. 11| rated as an Akeley camera expert. 
of complications, at the Oak Park 
Hospital. 


in the Showman’s Rest plot. 


man, 





Interment in Brooklyn. 


FELIX REICH 
Felix Reich, 58, for five years gen- 





He is survived by a widow, the 


former Laurie Ordway (vaude), and | 
two children, Felix Reich, Jr., and 
Mrs. John Nanee. 


Interment in Woodlawn Cemetery | 


JOHN M. MULVIHILL 
John M. Mulvihill, 61, 
died Jan. of pneumonia 
Denver. 

Mr. Mulvihill in November, 
east, caught 
veloped into 
return home. 

He was president of Elitch Gar- 
dens and lessee of the Broadway | 
theatre, Denver. 

His widow and a married daugh- 
ter survive. 


theatrical 


7 in 


while } 
It de- 
upon his} 


a severe cold. 


pneumonia 


BEN FRANKEL 


Ben Frankel, 26, assistant camera- 
inan, died Jan. 2 in the Fox air- 
plane disaster. He was born inj| 
| New York City and was graduated | 
from New York University law 
school. In 1928 he went to Holly- 
| wood, first doing office work with 
Columbia. He had been in the Fox 
camera department for more than 
a year. He was single and is sur- 


| 
In recent years he had | etery, Chicago. 


been writing material for vaude. | three children survive. 


His widow and one child survive. 


| the 


| Bros 


} 


vived by his father and sister living | 


with Fox in Hollywood for four 
years, was among those killed in 





Divorced wife and | 


George Eastman, 29, cameraman, 


; among those killed in the picture air 

| crash on the Coast, had been em- | 
ployed by Fox for 10 years and/ There is swift, intemse scene in 
| which he proposes they pick up their 


OUT-OF-TOWN REVIEWS 
RECAPTURE 


(Continued from page 70) 


broken threads and try again. She 


|} is not so sure, and so he suggests a 


| week at a hotel at the outskirts of 


Henry Johannes, 28, stage hand 


the airplane crash over the Pacific. 
He was born in Kerman, Cal., 
where his father and mother live. 
His widow and baby survive. 





Mrs. Lizzie Liles, 69, formerly of | 


| the 


| Vichy, where they spent their hon- 
| €ymoon, in the hope of recapturing 
| their lost love. 


The mistress left behind follows 


couple to their rendezvous, 
| where the ex-wife sees in the 
| younger woman a love she can no 
| longer give to the same man. Each 
; woman offers to sacrifice hersell 
with the mistress finally inducing 
|} the wife to give herself anothe 


M. Haag 


at | 


L. Clark and 
Shows, died Jan. 12, 
the home of daughter, 
Bennett. She is survived by a son, | 
Everett James, band leader, Christy 
and Bennett, of 
John Robinson circus. 


Mighty 
in Chicago, 
her 


circus, Irene 


William Ellis, 53, last season boss 
canvasman of Rebbins Bros. Play- 


| 


Irene | his happiness. 
|} remarriage is planned for Paris the 


| the 


chance, since she means so much to 
She agrees, and the 


next day. Upon their return to 


Vichy she is certain that her love 
iis gone, 
| jail 
| jailer. 


that 
for her, 


remarriage would be 
with her husband the 
And since she stands in the 
way of what she believes to be a 
real love between her former hus- 
band and his mistress, she elimi- 
nates herself from the picture by 
crashing to death in the small ele- 
vator of the hotel. 

The first act is smart and 
second somewhat long 


lively, 
and 


| slushy, with two explanatory scenes 


ers, and for many years with cir- 
|}cuses, died Jan. 1 in the Cook 
| County hospital, Chicago. of pneu- 
|monia. Interment in Woodlawn 
cemetery, Chicago. 

Clarence Macy, manager of 
the Grand theatre, Perry, la., died| 
Jan. 9 of appendicitis at the Mercy | 
Hospital at Perry. Burial was at} 
Adel, Iowa, Jan. ‘12. 

Thomas Harris, 30, property man 
for Fox for five years, died Jan. 
in the airplane accident off Santa | 


in New York. 


ROSS COOK 
Ross Cook, 32, airplane pilot, who 


ity, had occasionally flown for pic- 
ture work. He was one of the 
fiyers in Caddo’s “Hell's Angels.” 
He saw service in the war and 
was a captain in the U. S. Army 
teserve Corps. 

DAN PUPUKA 
Dan Pupuka, 29, Hawaiian musi- 
cian, died Jan. 10 in French Hos- 
pital following an operation. 
Pupuka had been appearing in 
Keith vaude for some time with 
Pupuka’s Hawaiians. In addition to 
playing for vaudeville he had played 


IN Memory of My Dear Husband 


JACK APDALE 


Died January 11, 1929 
My thoughts of you with me remain; 


The love you knew has never changed. 
My loneliness I'll gladly weather 
‘Till He once more brings us together. 


Lillian Apdale 


many clubs and private dates, hav- 
ing been in demand for New York's 
society events. 

His funeral was held Monday af- 
ternoon with native Hawaiian serv- 
ices. 


OTTO JORDAN 

Otto Jordan, 26, assistant camera- 
man, killed in the Fox air disaster 
on the Coast. He had been with 
Fox five years. He was born in 
Wilton, Me., where his mother lives. 

He was in the photographic divi- 
sion of the army during the war, 
and formerly was cameraman with 
John Barrymore. 

His widow and a daughter sur- 
vive. 





JAMES O’CONNELL 

James O’Connell, for 25 years 
stage manager at the Wieting, 
Syracuse, and recently in charge of 
preparing the Empire there for the 
new stock, died Jan. 10 of a heart 
attack. He was a charter member 
of Syracuse stage hands union. His 
widow, four sons and two daugh- 
ters, survive, 

WALTER C. VAN HORN 

Walter C. Van Horn, 47, bur- 

ljesque actor, was stricken with a 











| cerebral hemorrlage Jan. 5 while 
|} appearing in “Girls From Paris” at 
the Follies, Los Angeles. He died 
|a few hours Tater. 
| Survived by his wife and 
aa n who reside in Los Angeles. 
' 
! 


--~——-— 


FRANK CARMAN 


Frank Barrett Carman, financial 
backer of the Comricon Players, 
now the Capitol Players, dramati« 
stock company in Albany, died Jan 
2 in Raleigh, N. C., of heart dis- 


ease, 


GAVIN B. McELROY 


Gavin Blair McElroy, 51, shot and | 


killed himself in Jan. 10. 


He was 


Chicago, 





two 


a partner of the Fitzpat- | 
rick-McElroy cireuit of Indiana the- | 
During his career he had appeared | and Williams being among the early atres 


died Jan. 2 in the Fox plane fatal- 


Monica, Cal. 
children survive. 

The father of Joe Jacobs (boxing 
manager) died in New York Jan. 12 
A daughter is sec- 
Johnson, 
Association. 


|; of mastoiditis. 
jretary to Ligon 
tional Theatrical 

Tom Maloney, for years stage 
doorkeeper at the old Capitol, in 
|San Francisco and later at the Lu- 
| rie, in Oakland, died in St. Mary’s 
|Hospital, S. F. 

Father of Dave Goldenburg, house 
manager of the Empire, London, 
died of a paraytlic stroke Dec. 30. 


Deaths Sonal 





Paris, Jan. 5. 

Pau! Blondot, 70, business man- 
ager of the Opera, Paris. 

Jacques Dhur (Le Heno), 65, well- 
known French journalist. 

Albert Giraud, 69, Belgian poet, 
died in Brussels of congestion of the 
brain while taking a bath. 

Etienne Dinet, French 
painter, died in Paris. 

Edwin Scott, 66, American painter, 
died in Paris. Born in Buffalo, N. Y. 

Emile Tavan, 70, French composer, 
died at Gassicout, France. 

Jean Manousin, 50, French play- 
wright, died in Paris. 

Mme. Roland Buret, wife of the 
agent of Fox Films, died in Paris. 

Antoine Seguin, 40, French vaude- 
villian, died in the public hospital 
at Grenoble. 

Theresa Maltel, 74, German opera 
singer, died at Baschwitz, Germany. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


By JO ABRAMSON 


Werba’s Flatbush—‘‘Even in Egypt.’ 
Jamaica— Porgy.” 
Boulevard—'‘Let Us Be Gay.” 
Majestic—‘The Fortune Teller.” 
Paramount—'‘Glorifying the American 
Girl’ stage show. ° 
Fox—‘‘Christina”; stage show. 
Strand—'‘‘No, No Nanette.” 
Loew's Met—‘‘Dynamite’’; vaude. 
Albee— ‘Rio Rita’; vaude. 
Orpheum— Picture. 
Momart—Newsreels; shorts. 
Brooklyn—Newereels; shorts. 
Star—'‘‘Girls in Blue” (Mutual). 
Gayety—'‘‘Hindu Belles” (Mutual). 


One lone tryout here this week— 
“Even in Egypt,” John Golden’s new 
show, with George Jessel.. Next 
week brings another new play, “Re- 
capture (Preston Sturges), produced 
by Al Woods, with Ann Andrews 
and Melvyn Douglas, at the Flat- 
bush. 


oriental 














Brooklyn Newes- Reel theatre, now 
rechristened Brooklyn theatre, with 
another change of policy. Full- 
length film in addition to shorts and 
news-reel clips. 


week, Par and Fox other two. 


| Maurice A. Bergman replaces Lou 


Brooklyn Paramount. 
Elizabeth Grimball offers 
house,” new play by Hugh 
crombie and Hamilton Harrower, 
Brooklyn Little theatre next week. 


Bur 


2uUTi > 
Aber- 
at 


| Overruling the complaints of 


of Standards and 


,0a rd 


| between 


| important 
| of 
-| Katherine 


His widow and three | Melvyn 


| 





Interna- | 


Strand is third house downtown |! 
to offer double features one night a'! 


Goldberg as chief publicity man at] 
| 


| Flatbush residents in Brooklyn, the | 
Appeals | 
okayed application of Warner Bros. | 
Interment in Oak Ridge cem- to build another picture studio here. 


another 
It is 


good bit 


the women and 
between mistress and lover. 


below the opening act, a 


| of which is picked up again in the 


finale, 
The is 
being 
company, 
Stewart, 
Rolland, 


tale ever so slight, most 
the performance 
which included 
Hugh Sinclair, 
Glenda Farrell, 
Douglas, Joseph Roeder, 
Stuart Casey and Ann Andrews, 
who still bears much of the Barry- 
moreish mannerisms of “The Royal 
Family.” Weintraub. 


the 


Gustave 


AHEAD AND BACK 





Nick Holde managing; Bernard 
Levy, publicity: “Children of Dark- 
ness.” 

Frank Hope, back with “Gam- 
bling.” 

John Hope, managing “House- 
| party.” 

By ERNIE ROGERS 

Fox—‘‘Romance of Rio Grande”; 


Fanchon-Marco Idea. 

Loew's Capitel—“Their Own 
vaudeville. 

Keith’s Georgia—‘‘Lilies of the Field”; 
vaudeville. 

Paramount—-New York Nights.” 

Met—‘“Big Time.” 

Rialto—"‘Her Unborn Child.” 

Loew's Grand—*‘Disraeli.”’ 

First three weeks’ operation of 
new $3,000,000 Fox theatre here has 
been a sensation and has taken a 
deep cut into receipts of the down- 
town houses. Paramount, Georgia 
and Capitol are shooting the works 
in an effort to stem the march fur- 
ther out Peachtree street. Wise boys 
say the panic should be over in 
about five more weeks, 


Desire”; 





Frank Henson, treasurer of Loew’s 
Capitol, transferred to Midland, 
Kansas City. 


Lionel Keene, southern division 
manager for Loew, has recovered 
from a serious eye infection. 


MONTREAL 


His Majesty’s—‘‘Mother Goose.” 
Pr —"‘Sunny Side Up.” 
Capitel—‘‘Our Modern Maidens.” 
Loew’s—*‘Romance of Rio Grande.” 
coss—‘‘Peacock Alley.”’ 
Imperial—"Littlie Johnny Jones.” 
Orpheum—‘“‘Night Parade.” 
Roxy—‘“Lights of Paris.” 
Empress—bDouble bill. 
Gayety— Musical stock. 
Strand—Double bill. 








Thousands of unemployed and no 
immediate prospect of relief having 
influence on main stems. Current 
year looks like worst in a decade for 
Montreal. Not much hupe of im- 
provement until navigation opens in 
April. . 

Efforts to found a Little Theatre 
here indicate success, with socially 
prominent citizens behind move. All 
amateur groups in the city agreed 
to support. 


“Strange Interlude,” at His Ma- 
jJesty’s, had a good week. Theatre 
| had advance sale of $17,000, totaling 
lin neighborhood of $30,000 gross for 
| seven days. 





——$—$ 


Harris’ trish Play 
Among the plays which Jed Har- 
ris contemplates is an Irish drama. 
It is known as “Mr. Gilhooley.” 





Stock at Teller, Brooklyn 
Harold Hevia has taken over the 
Century, former Teller-Shubert 
Brooklyn. N. Y., for dramatic stock. 


| — — 
Yvonn Hughes, actress, Says 
| she’s going to sue Leopold Godow- 
| sky, pianist, for loss of her husband, 
Gordon Godowsky, the pianist’s son. 
Also she’s going to sue Gordon for 
separation. Meanwhile her husband 
is preparing a divorce suit of his 
own in Paris. 
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Lola Adams Gentry, secretary of 
the L. A. Film Board, celebrated 
the new year by moving from hos- 
pital to home. She is convalescing 
from an operation last November. 

Seventy vaude acts and an or- 

chestra of 40 pieces will be used in 
the free show at the 14-day 
ternational Orange Show at 
Bernardino, opening Feb. 18, 
- A Christmas vacation 
Ann Dempster Players in Santa 
sSarbara is permanent, The high- 
hat crowd in the millionaire colony 
couldn’t be coaxed into Paradise 
(Teatre Paraiso). Company quit 
with five weeks’ dramatic stock to 
its credit and the actors out part 
of their last week’s salary amount- 
ing to $400. 


San 


given the 


Gertrude Zimmerman and Esther 
La Pette, singers, and Jack Car- 
rington, announcer, filed salary 
claims against KFQZ and the Taft 
Broadcasting Co. amounting to $100. 
All claim they were paid with rub- 
ber checks. Claims filed against 
the Buck Jones Wild West Show 
for $383 by EB, O. Mickel and George 
Hallahan, trick ropers. 


Pom Pom night club has discon- | 


tinued its chorus girls. Hereafter 


the club will have black-outs be- 
tween each dance. 

Gary Breckner, from “Oh Su- 
sanna,” at the Mayan, to “New 


Moon,” in rehearsal. 


Radio employees at the Holly- 
wood studio held their second tour- 





In- | 








nament with 60 entries at Sunset 
Eyebrows and 
Lashes Darkened 


V2 Permanently 


Coloura darkens them permanently with one 
——- Easy te apply—harmiess. Un- 
affected by bathing, creams, perspiration, ctc. 
Eyebrows and lashes shaped and darkened at 
our shops, 75c. Box of Coloura (black or 
brown), $1.25 postpaid. 


J. Spire, 26 W. 38th St. and 35 W. 46th St. 


try of vaudfilm. Not enough good 
acts around and too much local 
opposition given as reasons for the 
switch, 


tadio’s eastern sce- 
confer with 
the current 


Kay Brown, 
nario head, is here. te 
William LeBaron on 








year’s product. 

Figuring it’s time 
stopped rolling up the sidewalks at 
midnight, Loew's State has inaugu- 
rated a policy of Saturday midnight 
shows, reserving seats. but no 
change in prices. 

David Graham Fischer has taken 
over the rights and writers depart- 
ment of Lichtig & Englander. 
Fischer recently tried book publish- 
ing in Hollywood. 

Fatherly advice given by Officer 
W. W. Smith, police license inspec- 
tor, to couple of femme secs who 
tired working for someone else and 
decided to g0 into the agency 
racket on their own. They were 
set to pay the city employment 
agency license fee of $100 when 
Smith gave his advice, which was: 
“Don’t.” 


Angeles | 


Los 





They looked over his list of 50 
agencies between Western and 
| Highland in Hollywood, and his 


list of another 50 that folded in the 
last year. Then took his advice. 


Stuart Erwin, now in Paramount's 
“Young Eagles,” has been assured 
of another year’s meal ticket. 


Count William von Brincken filed 
salary claims with the State Labor 
Commission against Colorart Syn- 
chrotone Corp. for $100. Von 
Brincken said he was engaged for 
“Mamba” at $400 per week and only 
received $300. 








T. F. Bledsoe, former publicity di- 
| rector, St. Francis theatre, Frisco, 
|to publicity staff, United Artists 


| Abe 


Arcadia theatre, Niles, 


reopened. 


Cal., has 


Mike Shea, horseshoer, filed salary 
claim with the State Labor Comm 
against the Buck Jones Wild West 
Show for $125 


Al Norman, dancer, goes into the 
Chinese theatre, Hollywood, with 
Lyman’s band at the opening 
togue Song” Jan. 17. 


of ‘ 


Ruth Chatterton makes 
“personal appearance” Jan. 
Granada theatre, San Francisco, 
with “The Laughling Lady,’ in 
which she is co-starred with Clive 
Brock. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


Broad way—‘‘Untamed.” 

United Artiste—‘‘Sunny Side Up” 
week). 

Alder—‘‘It’s a Great Life’ (2d week). 


her first 
17 at the 





(2d 


Portland—‘‘Love Parade” (2d week). 

Rialto—‘‘The Laughing Lady."’ 

Music Box—‘Show of Shows” (2d 
week). 

Blue Mouse—‘‘Hearts in Exile.” 


Orpheum—‘*The Careless Age.” 
Oriental—‘‘Gold Diggers of Broadway.” 
Dufwin—Henry Duffy Players. 


Jack Daly is new p. a. at the Pub- 
lix Rialto, where Jack Gault, for- 
mer Publix Portland p. a., is house 
“manager. 


Dull Wednesday night biz at the 
Fox Broadway boosted by cabaret 
dances in lounge 10:30 to 12 (mid- 
night) with stage orchestra. 





Even staid conservative banks 
have now gone “show business.” 
Town holds illumination contest 
every new year. First place for 
fancy lobby and trick lights this 
year went to Majestic and marble 
First National Bank. 


Maurice Colbourn’s English Play- 








theatre. 





Charles MacNaughton and Evelyn 
Preer added to “Oh, Susanna” at 





Jf 


Mayan theatre. 











Dorothea Antel 


226 W. 72d St. 
New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 


John J. Richardson, assistant di- 
rector, filed salary claims with the 
State Labor Commission against 
Viscount Julio De Morass for $375. 
Richardson engaged by the viscount 
to work on a Spanish talker avers 
he has been unable ‘to collect his 
salary for five weeks, 











Joe Brown, under contract to Fox 
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as an actor, will assist Howard 
Estabrook in underworld research 
for “Yonder Grows the Daisies.” 

Dan Daniels, dancer, filed salary 
claims for $50 against E. Hoxie 
Green, tab show producer, with the 
State Labor Commissioner. 


*Edward Shayne, former Denver 
manager W. V. M. A., has retired 
and has come to L, A. to live. 











STANDARD ENGRAVING 
225 West 30"St. NEW 





A master alphabet, in the modern 
block stencil style, has been adopted 
by Fox Coast theatres as a trade- 
mark style for all house names in 
posters and advertising layouts. For 


























WE DO REPAIRING OPEN 





PROFESSIONAL TRUNKS 


$60.00 and up 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mende! Trunks 
ALL MODELS—ALL SIZES ON HAND 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 


ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
EVENINGS 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


‘648 Seventh Avenue, between 40th ar.2 41st Streets, New York City 


SOLE AGENTS FOR BH & M TRUNKS IN THE EAST 
Phones: Longacre 6197 Pennsylvania 9064 


STRICTLY UNION MADE | a 


WRITE FOR CATALOG 
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SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 
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ers of Shaw plays booked into the 
Auditorium, week Jan. 17, by Calvin 
Heilig. Likely to do well, but house 
is impossible for dramatic shows; 
too big. 

Cellofane kills sound. Publix 
Rialto used this frail celluloid sheet- 
ing to block out top gallery. Gal- 
lery was useless since house con- 
verted to picture showing, but sound 
echoed up there. Sheeting with cel- 
lofane was effected to ceiling at low 
cost and works okay. No more echo 
in waste gallery space. 


OTTAWA,. CAN. 


- By W. M. GLADISH 

The Canadian House of Commons 
will again hear the proposal to 
amend the Canadian Copyright Act 
to permit licensing of theatres for 
the presentation of copyrighted 
music when Parliament opens at 
Ottawa Feb. 20. This makes the 
third time for the introduction of 
the bill. Meanwhile, the Canadian 


Performing Rights Society has been 
inactive, having lost its appeal to 
the Privy Council. 





N. L. Nathanson, former manag- 
ing director, Famous Players Ca- 
nadian Corp., has issued official 
denial that his $25,000,000 theatre 
chain project has been called off 
because of Fox film problem. He 
claims the financing of the Co has 
been completed. 

The new Speaker of the Quebec 
Provincial Legislature, now in ses- 
sion at Quebec City, is T. D. Bouch- 
ard, member of the Legislative As- 
sembly for St. Hyacinthe. Mr. 
Bouchard is well-known independ- 
ent exhibitor. 





The Ontario Division of the M. P. 
T. O. has become identified with the 
Exhibitors Co-Operative of Canada, 
an exhibitor organization which has 
been incorporated under a Canadian 
Federal charter with Earl Lawson 
of the Canadian Parliament, as its 
head. The Co-Operative conducts a 
film buying pool with F. R. Lennon, 
veteran exchange man, as buying 
agent. The M. P. T. O. establish- 
ment in Canada has ceased.to exist. 











a dancing. school here, 


Herbie Koch has returned as fea- 
tured organist at the Paramount. 


John Moore is new leading man 
at the President. He opens in “The 
Copperhead.” 





John Disalvo, 26, 
“Kine of Little Italy” 


son of former 
here, operator 








at the U and I theatre, shot his 
sweetheart of six years and killed 
himself while joy riding last week. 
Tabor—‘“‘Tanned Legs” (F. & M. Idea). 
Aladdia—‘“Sunny Side Up.” 
Denham-—-Dark. 
Broadway—Dark. 
American—‘‘The River.” 
Rialto—‘‘The Lady Lies.’’ 
Denver—‘‘New York Nights” Publix 
stage show. 
Charles Clogston, gen. mer. for 


Cc. C. Spicer interests in Salt Lake 
City and Denver, is here dickering 
for the reopening of the Denham 
(stock house). 


Drama club of Denver U presents 
“The Admirable Crichton” Jan, 15. 
Dr. Maurice Gnesin directing. 


Denver theatre changes from 
Wednesday te Thursday openings 
account of rerouting of stage shows. 


Stratford-on-Avon plans week of 
Shakespeare at Broadway Jan, 21-27 


Colorado has joined the National 
Boxing Assn. again. Dropped out 
some time ago account high dues. 


Denver musicians elected the fol- 
lowing officers: Michael Muro, pres- 
ident; Harold P. Wurtzehach, vice- 
president; F. J. Liebold, recording 


Bandits captured by police con- 
fessed robbing the Egyptian theatre 
on0e twice recently, getting over 
500. 





CLEVELAND 


GLENN C. PULLEN 
Ohio—Dark. 
Hanna— Dark. 
Play House—‘‘Racket.”’ 
Palace—“Painted Angel.” 
Stillman—‘“Sally.”’ 
Hippodrome—‘“‘Sunny Side Up.” 
State—‘‘Pointed Heels.” 
Allen—‘“Their Own Desire.” 
105th—‘'So Long, Letty.” 


Cuss words and ‘improper” shows 
hereafter are taboo in Cleveland. So 
says the chief of police, who has 
appointed himself the official censor 
of city’s shows. But when asked if 
he would fix the minimum length of 
abbreviated costumes or cut out 
bedroom scenes, the chief chuckled. 


Warners’ local deluxer, Uptown, 
scheduled to be closed, Two weeks’ 
notice has been given employees, 
effective Jan. 18. 


Florian DeNarde, recently of 
Loew’s Stillman, asst. mgr. at RKO 
Palace. Succeeded at Loew’s by L. 
E. Herget, formerly of Granada. 


Merle Jacobs’ band opening in 
Claremont Tent nitery following 
Sammy Watkins. 


White Sun Cafe, newest Yellow 
Peril joint, engages Straight’s or- 
chestra from Chicago. 


Report that Wallace J. Elliott 
had taken over the Princess theatre 
here was incorrect. It was his 
uncle, James Elliott. 


secretary, and John Herr, treasurer. | 











zs. 
~ seares, namely the Duchess and 
’ King Theatres. No casualties. D ETROIT 
: —s oar aa 
he new Parliament theatre e— "Holiday 
wicssibe a " sanaway sulameeuane ckass-Meatetioe ee in Indie.” 
knocked down and wrecked the Picturas 
ticket booth, pinning the cashier, Michigan— ‘Lilies 
,ot the Field.” 
and % Be Angeles Miss Fluhrer, in the wreckage. After| Stater—‘Disraeli. 
being revived, she continued to sell “Great Gabbo.” 
tickets : Adams—“Glorifying American Girl.” 
es ¥ is se ‘ * . ; Paramount—‘‘Love Parade. 
Variety’s’’ Office, TAFT BUILDING, Vine St. and Hollywood Blvd. itiesnt esc 
Fox—‘Hot from Paris.” 
Phone Hollywood 6141 DES MOINES sis 
MES Nes morcheh-—_ Journey's End.” Annual Shrine circus at the De- 
me Se = ST eee IA me a o—Change. . 
Des Moines—“‘Show of Shows.” a Eaten, “Weate Fair grounds, 
Fox Coast personnel changes: | Field, Los Angeles. Marty Styer, theatres in which “Fox” precedes Garden—*Marianne.’ Wite CONE) 
‘ > . > ‘ hi1_ | ; ro ‘ , . ? . sa Orpheum—‘‘Sunny Side Up’’; viude. ee 
Gene Bolln succeeded R. C. Phil was m, ¢ nd the scores so-so. the house name it is specified that Palace—Change. J. C. Wodesky has resigned as 
lips, manager, Starland, Los An-| a “Fox” be in letters approximately Paramount—‘“Pointed Heels” stage anage . es Bee — 
i. o% : | ; . , ‘ ; . , manager of the Regent. 
geles. N. O. Turner returned after} Fred Graham walked out of the} one-third the size and inset into See. sent 
AVE ave Fox ieatres a ma mhina nus replace¢ > initi atte President—‘“‘Crime” (stock), . ‘ . 
1h to ee I ~ tl —_ 2 oe Bamb - ss n usical, placed by/ the initial letter. Siaiee—Dare. . Freddie Jenks is the new m. c. at 
Stockton, Cal. C. A. Tompkins goes; Harry Walker. ioc : oe Strand—‘‘The Girl From Woolworta’s.” | the Fox theatre. 
from Stockton to manage the T. & —-— William Farmer, musician, filed 
D., Oakland, Cal. Gene Lewis has joined the Claire salary claims with the State Labor Cornelia Otis Skinner at Hoyt Ethel Barrymore is doing two 
hs cage atti ; stock at Sacramento. Lex Lindsay | ‘ ommiussioner against the suck | Sherman Jan. 16, auspices Fine Arts| shows at the Cass this week—“The 
: I gg says hor ies in “M inila is in the Sacramento company after Jones Wild West Show for $890. association and Community Drama| Love Duel’ Monday to Friday and 
sound” is to produce a musical} .jocine in San Antonio. a association. “The Kingdom P God” Sati ay 
comedy with the plot omitted. The ——— Wesley Barry in “Bad Babies” matinee and x oe 
news to many in that item being Strand, Long Beach, went back cast when it opened in San Fran- Sam Tuthill, former juvenile of a 
that musical comedies have plots.| +, straight pictures after two-week | CiSCo. Clemant- Walsh Players, has opened Because of illness of Judge Mur- 


phy, the trial of Martin Cohen, pro- 
prietor of the Study Club, where 22 
people lost their lives in a fire last 
September, has been indefinitely 
postponed. 


OAKLAND 


“The Taming of the Shrew” broke 
all opening records at the Vitaphone 





here, including “The Jazz Singer.” 
The picture was only heid for two 
weeks. “The Gold Diggers of Broad- 
way” starts the new Warner con- 


tract at the Vitaphone. 


A shift in plans at the Dufwin in- 
dicates that “It Pays te Advertise” 
will be held for more than two 
weeks and the opening of Taylor 
Holmes in “Your Uncle Dudley” de- 
ferred for a time. 

Hal Honore, manager, Fox T & D 
here, assigned the U. C. in Berkeley. 
His place is taken by Charles 
Tompkins from Stockton. 


SOUTHERN TIER, N. Y. 


By PAUL M. WILDRICK 
The J. L. M. Corporation, Bing- 
hamton, plans a new theatre on 
Main street, capacity, 2,275. 








over Sunday 
is to be settled 
village’ election, 


The controversy 
movies in Waverly 
at the regular 
March 18. 

Albert J. Sinton, Binghamton, 
drummer at the Binghamton the- 
atre, has received appointment, ef- 
fective Jan. 15, as sound technician 
for Columbia Broadcasting System, 
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WEISS & WEISS, Inc. 
PAINTERS’ SUPPLIES 
667 Manhattan Ave., Brooklyn N. Y¥ 
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SERVICE AND 
IABILITY 

















INERS 
MAKEUP 


Est. Henry C. Miner, Inc. 











“The One Best Cellar” § 1 


CELLAR 


6370 Hollywood Bivd. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
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McGiveney Owen 
Minnowitch Borah 
Murphy & Brody 


Bond George 


Chaney Maris 
Collin Emma 

Cook & Oatman 
Crammer Jerry E 
Crossman Robt Mrs 
Crowley Leopold 


Newhall Buddy 
Peterson John 
Pierce Jack 


George Pruitt Bill 


Mrs 


Denning 
Dobbs Irene 
Swoboda Vecheslaff 
Harcourt Daisy 
Holmes W J Telligan Lou 
Torick Mary 
Mae Willie Miss 
Mazzolas Co Vality Miss 


CHICAGO OFFICE 


Alexander Roy 





Iverson Fritzie 


Binder Ray 
Blumenfeld Herm’n 


Jones Davy 
Jones Terese M 
Capman M Keolaha. Violet 
Chandler Fehmer 
Chang Kai Scheck | Lamey Jack 

T Lange Howard 
Lee Byran 
Leis Clara 
Leslie & V'nd’re’ft 
Lopez Bobby 


rr 
Churchill Ben 
Citkins Jack 
Coster & Rich 


Davis & McCoy 
De .Lane Dale 


Duffy J MacGowan Coundy 


& May 
Evans Alvin A Novit Jules 
Pints & Boyle 


Ferguson Mae 
F Pymn, F & P 


rohman Bert 


Gifford 
Giibert Bert 

Gillette Lucy 
Goodlette W J 


wc Rahn Paul 
Robertson, Kath’ne 
Rose Charlie 
Ruth Sis & Moore 


Hall & Essley 
Halligan Jack 
Hammond Al 
Hart Lisle C 
Herman Lewis 
Hertz Lillian 
Hogan & Stanley 
Holt Miles 
Howard Buddy 
Howard May 


Seabury Ralph 
Silby Nat 
Steinbeck Bruno 


Vanderkoor H E 
Verohbell Madame 


White H Pierre 
Wynn Ray 


MINNEAPOLIS 


End” 








Metropolitan—‘‘Journey’s 
15-18). 

Shubert.— “The 
(Bainbridge stock). 

Pantages—‘‘Flight” (2d week); vaude, 

Seventh Street — ‘The Delightful 
Recue”;: vaude. 

Palace—Stock burlesque. 

Minnesota—‘‘Hot for Paris’’; 
tnit (“Cocoanut Grove’’), 

State—“Disraeli.”’ 

Century—‘‘The Love Parade” (2d wk.). 

R-K-O Orpheum—‘‘Love Comes Along.’’ 

Lyric—‘“‘The 13th Chair.” 

Aster—‘“‘The Sap.” 

Grand—‘“‘Welcome 
loop run). 


(Jan. 


Bachelor Father” 


Publix 


Danger” (second 


Mildred Billert, former Ziegfeld 
dancer, has joined the Bainbridge 
Stock as ingenue, succeeding Dor- 
@thy Rich, who left for New York. 
| —_—— - -- 


; Spoken drama at low ebb here. 
#Journey’s End,” a Broadway hit, 
is playing only three nights and a 
matinee at the Metropolitan instead 
of the customary week. 


Joseph Plunkett, R-K-O general 
manager, was here last week con- 
ferring with local civic leaders re- 
garding the prosperity propaganda 
which R-K-O theatres will carry on 
their screens. 


Publix has put into effect its 10c 
service charge on passes to all its 
theatres, 


Carlyle Scott, local impresario, 
reported financing a new legit the- 
atre to house a unit of the New 
York Theatre Guild. Little credence 
given report as it was pulled dur- 
ing the “Porgy” (Guild) engagement 
at the Lyceum. 


M. P. P. D. A. has sent more than 
400 films to the Minneapolis Film 
Board of Trade for gratis distribu- 
tion to hospitals and other institu- 
tions in the vicinity of the Twin 
Cities. Pictures are shown as many 
as two and three times a week in 
some of the institutions Organiza- 
tion has been doing this for years. 


J. H. MacIntyre, manager of the 
local Pathe branch, promoted to 
western division manager, with 
headquarters in Los Angeles. M. 
E. Montgomery, city salesman, as- 
sSumes the vacancy. 


By FRANK J. MILLER 
Alhambra—‘‘Sally.” 
Davidson—‘‘New Moon’ (legit). 
Garden—‘‘Sacred Flame.” 
Gayety—‘“‘Social Maids’’ (Mutual). 
Majestic—‘‘Second Choice.” 
Pabst—‘“‘Marco Millions,” “R. UV. 

“Volpone” (N. Y. Theatre Guild). 
Palace-Orpheum — “Taming of 
hrew” (2d week). 
Riverside—"‘Dance Hall”: vaude. 
Strand—‘‘Welcome Danger’ (3d week). 
Merrill—“Dynamite”’ (3d week). 


Wisconsin — “Marrige Playground”; 
stage show. 


2.” 
the 


“After “Dark” stayed a second 
week at the Davidson, arrangements 
having been made late after Mawas, 
jungle film, had been advertised. 
Second week fell down, but first 
was close to capacity. Show closed 








Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT --Chicago 


LORRAINE 


SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 UP 
DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
DOUBLE WiTHOUT BATH. $14.00 WEEKLY 
LEONARD HICKS President 


GRANT 


SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, $1.25 AND $1.50 PER DAY 
SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 PER 

DOUBLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 PER WEEK 
DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH. $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 


DAY 











137-139 West 45th St. 
NEW YORK CITY 
Completely remodeled—everything of 
the best—Simmons furniture (Beauty- 
rest mattresses), hot and cold water. 
telephones, showers, 
$12 for Single Room 
$16.50-$17.50 for Double Room 
$18.00-$19.00-$21.00 for Double Koom 
(with Private Bath) 
This is the ideal hotel for the Profession—in: the 
heart of the theatrical section 


Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 





here and company 


Harry ‘Karp, managing Mirth 
(Fox). has returned to his old job 
as treasurer at the Wisconsin. Ed- 
ward Lurie’ succeeded him at the 
Mirth ' ‘Russell Leddy now is in en- 
tire charge of front and back activi- 
ties at the Wisconsin. W. N. War- 
ren now manager’ of the Garfield. 
Sid Stein has been placed in charge 
of state exploitation for Fox. 

Butterfly theatre and 
restaurant have been vacated pre- 
paratory to razing of buildings for 
new theatre. 


The Milwaukee Philharmonic So- 
ciety is urging the formation of a 
civic opera. 

Palace-Orpheum. is. one, of the 
first ‘theatres to install the new de- 
vice from RKO laboratories that 
eliminates all repeat tones, making 
sound reproduction almost perfect. 
The device is housed in a vacuum 
box suspended on two springs that 
are contained in.a chamber filled 
with almond oil. 


JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 


Arcade—Peruchi Players, 
Florida—‘‘Lilies of the Field,”’ 
Imperial—‘“‘The Very Idea.” 
Palace—“‘Love Comes Along.” 

Gus Folger is exhibiting his em- 
balmed whale here another week, 
but forced to stay in the railroad 
yards. City authorities taking no 
chances on “whale perfume,” such 
as objected to by L. A. police last 
week. 


Jess Marlowe has heen transferred 
from the Riverside, Jacksonville, to 
Pheil, St. Pete. Byron Cooper comes 
from Georgia to the Riverside. 


After much discussion whether 
the Florida (Publix) would show 
“Hallelujah,” it has been booked in 
the Palace .(Sparks)..for a. week, 
starting Jan. 18. . 


Arcade theatre has been turned 
over to Peruchi Players and stage 
employees for operation, according 
to E. J. Sparks, who is leasing 
house at “actual cost.” Ten-piece 
orchestra added. Business ‘below 
average since opening. 


Sir Harry Lauder may play the 
Temple Jan. 29. Lauder turned 
down. the date earlier in season be- 
cause of reported $5,000 guarantee 
demanded, or 0% of gate. 


- Barrere’s Little Symphony Or- 
chestra played before Woman’s Club 
Jan. 6. Report is that agency can- 
celled booking about 10 days before 
concert date; no reason. Women in 
charge wired back that unless Bar- 
rere played, four other attractions 
would be cancelled. 


BRONX, N. Y. 


Bronx Theatre Guild, in its new 
home, the Tremont, has changed its 





-Lopening date from Jan. 16 to Jan. 


21. First production will be a new 
comedy called “H. H. H.” Mean- 
while, part of the Tremont’s bal- 
cony is being altered into a tea room 
and art gallery. 


Loew’s 116th Street theatre, in the 
heart of the Spanish-speaking com- 
munity, will show talkies in Span- 
ish whenever it can get them. First 
of the foreign-language talkies was 
on view last. week, called “La- 
drones.” 


gee 

Vilna Troupe, Yiddish, now at 
the American theatre, negotiating 
for the Intimate Playhouse. Lat- 
ter is in a thickly-populated Yid- 
dish community. 

Drop in business has caused the 
Windsor, subway circuit house, to 
drop its press agent, Paul Blaufox, 
and will struggle along without one. 


Edward A. Guild, house manager 
at the Prospect, Yiddish |]: zit house, 
is a brother of Nathan Goldberg, 
theatre's operator and leading 
player. 


taken back to | 
New York by Hal Espey, the owner. | 
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$14 and Up Double 
wy Shower Baths, Hot 
and Coéld Water and 
re Telephone 
264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 
$ 8 and Up Single 


Blectric Fans 
$12 and Up Double a) 


Hot and Cold Water 
and Telephone ip 
Each , Room 
102 West 44th Street 
New York City 


Phone BRYANT 7228-29 
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~ PITTSBURGH 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 
Alvin—Thurston (2d week). 
Nixon—Dark. 

Pitt—Sharp stock. 

Academy—Mut bur. 

Penn—‘“Dynamite”; stage show. 

Stanley—‘‘Marriage Playground”; stage 
show. 

AW arner—‘‘Sally.’’ 

Aldine—‘‘Sunny Side Up.” 

Enright—“Thing Called Love.” 

Harris—“Jazz Heaven.” 

Sheridan Square—‘'?7 Keys to 
pate.”’ 


Bald- 


Nixon dark again this week, Mrs. 
Fiske having been unable to ready 
“The Family. Blues,” her new play, 
in time. George M. Cohan here next 
week in “Gambling,” his first 
Pittsburgh appearance in 17 years. 


Charles Washburn in ahead of 
George M. Cohan next week at 
Nixon. 


Penn got publicity last week with 
“Post-Gazette” as result of “Short 
Skirts” serial running in daily. Joe 
Hiller and Sammy Mysels wrote 
theme song for story and Chester 
Hale girls worked it in for plenty 
free space. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 
Empire—Syracuse Players (stock). 
Wieting—Dark. 

Loew’s—Vaudfilm. 
Keith’s—Vaudfilm. 
Btrand—“Second Choice.” 
Paramount—‘“Fast Company.” 
Eckel—‘“‘Lone Star Ranger.” 





The Wieting continues dark, with 
Shuberts: holding no promises save 
a possible one-night stand of Wil- 
liam Gillette in “Sherlock Holmes.” 
Convicticn grows the Shuberts, in 
so far as their home town is con- 
cerned, are all washed up and that 
they will surrender the Wieting at 
the expiration of the lease next 
Aug: 31. 


The Syracuse Civic Opera Asso- 
ciation will shortly cast ‘““Rudigore” 
as its second bill. 


American pictures have been an 
indirect cause of some of the dis- 
turbed conditions in China, Frank- 
lin H. .Chase, dramatic critic of 
Hearst’s “Journal-American,” just 
back from the Orient, told the 
Onondaga Historical Association. 
Chase saids Reds use the pictures 
specifically to make .the Chinese 
dissatisfied with their own condi- 
tion. Chase has resumed reviewing 
for his paper. Helen Strough 
Brown, who subbed, has returned 
to staff writing. 


The Rome Players, an active 
amateur group up-State, produces 
“The Royal Family” Jate in Feb- 
ruary. 





BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 
Buffalo—‘‘The Kabitzer.” 
Century—‘‘Show of Shows.” 
Hipp—‘‘The Locked Door.” 

Great Lakes—‘‘Sunny Side Up” 
week). 

Lafayette—‘‘Song of Love.” 

Little Theatre—‘‘The Passion of Joan 
of Arc.” 

Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual). 


(3d 


Shea’s (Publix) new Seneca, 
fourth neighborhood house to be 
opened by Publix in Buffalo, opened 
Jan. 11. Robert Murphy will man- 
age. Frank Quinlivan goes from 
the Kensington to the Bailey as 
manager, and Kenneth Cowley will 
manage the Kensington. 


The Erlanger went dark Saturday 
night, with no further bookings in 
immediate ‘prospect. The Teck, 





LANDSEER APTS. 


245 Wes 5Sist Street 
Columbus 8950 


IRVINGTON HALL 


355 West 5ist Street 


600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 





Columbus 1360 


Principal Office: Landseer Apts. 


Will Lease by 





HILDONA COURT 


341-347 West 45th Street. 
1-2-3-4-room apartments. Private bath, phone, kitchen or kitchenette. 


$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 


All apartments directly under the supervision of the owner 
In the center of the theatrical district. 


Address all communications to 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 
, 245 West 5ist Street, New York 


All apartments can be seen evenings, 
the Week Month or 


BENDOR COURT 


343 West 65th Street 
Columbus 6066 


HENRI COURT 


312 West 48th Street 
3830 Longacre 


3560 Longacre 


All fireproof buildings 


Office in each building 
Year — Furnished or Unfurnished. 











Phone: LONGACRE 6805 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms. 


THE BERTHA 


Catering 
the profession, 
STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT, 


GO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY. 


NEW YORK CITY 


to the comfort and convenience of 


$15.00 UP Mrs. Jackson now in charge 





HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 

330 West 48rd Street, New York 
Longacre 7132 

Three and four rooms with bath, 

complete kitchen. Modern in every 

particular. Will accommodate four 

or more adults. 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 





closed for a month, reopened this 
week with “Blossom Time” an 
Victor Herbert revivals booked t 
follow. 


Katherine Cornell's new “Dishon- 
ored Lady,” after its Jan. 27 week, 
goes into the Empire, New York, 
Feb. 3. 


Alex Hyde, former m. c. at Shea’s 
Buffalo, returns to the Lafayette 
currently with his “Modern Maid- 
ens’ and also a new Mrs. Hyde 
(non-pro) from Minneapolis. 


The Theatre School Players, at 
the Studio Theatre, producing “The 
Show Off” currently for 10 shows up 
to Jan. 18. —_——- 

The Lafayette this week began its 
new policy of Fanchon and Marco 
stage “Ideas” each week, in addition 
to its regular pictures. 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 


By ROBERT H. BROWN 
Ritz—“South Sea Rose’’; vaude. 
Alabama—‘‘Love Parade.”’ 
Strand—‘‘The Laughing Lady.” 
Empire—“‘Rio Rita’ (2d week). 
Galax—‘‘The Locked Door.” 
Trianon—“Red Hot Rhythm.” 
Ly rie—Stock. 
Pantages—Musical comedy. 
Rialto—C hange. 
Capitol—Change, 





a small house in 
Birmingham that was on the verge 
of closing, has suddenly shown 
profit. 


The Trianon, 


Warren Parker returns to Favor- 
ite Players at Lyric as juvenile lead. 


at Empire, drawing the best crowas 
in months. 


Publix announced it will advertise 
no more in the Post (Scripps-How- 
ard) for the present. Post an- 
nounced that no more show reviews 
of three Publix theatres would be 
published. 

BOSTON 

Martha W. Ferris, secretary, Bos- 
ton Film Board of Trade, has ap- 
proved the distribution of one bil- 
lion feet of film to the 16,000 In- 
mates of Massachusetts institutions 
during the coming year. This means 
that inmates of prisons, orphanages, 
hospitals and other institutions will 
see a free show each week. The 
gift was made through Will H. 
Hays. . 

Mellie Dunham, 76, whose fiddl« 
brought fame to Maine, made his 
final appearance on the stage of the 
Keith theatre last week. 
Perkins Institute 
Blind sent 50 members 
State last week, where they 
“Condemned.” This‘is the fir 
j}any group of blind people 
‘tened to a talker in 


The for the 
Loe w's 
heard 
t time 
have lis- 
Soston, 


to 





- THE DUPLEX ~ 


“Rio Rita,” now in second week. 


A GOOD HOTEL IN 
MIDTOWN NEW YORK 


Weekly Rates 
Single rooms $14 to $21 
Double rooms $17.50 to $24 
Two-room suites $35 
Three-room suites $45 


HOTEL WELLINGTON 


7th Ave. at 55th St., New York City 
Under KNOTT Management 





























VARIETY BUREAU 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


416 The Argonne 
1629 "Columbia Road, N. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 











By HARDIE MEAKIN 
National (Erlanger-Rapley) — George 
M. Cohan in “Gambling.” 
Poli’s (Shubert)—“Jenny.” 

Pictures 
Columbia—‘‘Dynamite.” 
EKarle—'‘‘Pointed Heels,” 
Fox—‘“‘Christina.” 

Met—“General Crack.” 

Palace—‘‘New York Nights.”’ 

Rialto—"Thing Called Love.” 

R-K-O (Keith's)—‘7 Keys to Bald- 
pate.” 


National has a series of Newman 
travelogs to fill in the Sundays, 

American Opera Co. at Polis 
Jan, 20+22, 


George Peters back at Loew's 
Palace after operation. 


R, J. Conway, of Fox: staff, has 
his wife in a serious Condition at 
local hospital following a collision 
with a taxi. Driver of the latter 
stated to have been drunk, 


Navy Department saw Fox “Men 
Without Women” last week. Glen- 
don Allvine, Fox publicity,’ brought 
| the film down. This is usual pro- 
cedure with all films pertaining to 
either Navy or’ Army. Officials 
must give it the once over before 
final release. 


Alexander Callam, from musical 
comedy, is in as new m. c, at the 
Fox. 


Rotating m. c.’s at the Palace is 
bringing back old’ favorites with 
Wesley Eddy, with 75 weeks to his 
credit, coming in shortly. 

Idea of Publix units going into 
the U Rialto appears to be out. 


Local official and society groups 
still hopeful of getting the Fox for 
two days of Metropolitan Opera. 
Congressman Sol Bloom, N. /Y., 
started the idea about six months 
ago and it’s still hanging fire. Lo- 
cal guarantors are to give the Met- 
ropolitan $50,000 for the three per- 
formances scheduled. 
chief of the motion 
of the Department 

expected back at 
| his desk this week after qa severe 
| siege with his eyes. Was in dary 
broom for several days. 


Cc. J. North, 
picture division 
of Commerce, 
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__...AND LAST BUT BY NO MEANS LEAST 


A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
TO ALL OUR FRIENDS 
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ADAMS SISTERS 


Still in England After Twelve Months’ Consecutive Work, Including: Ly 





34 Weeks in C. B. Cochran’s Supper Revue at the Trocadero Pe 
13 Weeks F eatured Dancers in “The Five O’Clock Girl,” at the London Hippodrome } = 

) (Doubling from the Trocadero Show) | t a 
2 Weeks Piccadilly Hotel Cabaret | 4 Return Dates London Coliseum 


4 Return Dates London Alhambra--Also Palladium and Holborn Empire and Stoll Tour 


NOW STARRING IN GEORGE ROBEY’S REVUE, “IN OTHER 
WORDS,” at the PRINCESS THEATRE, MANCHESTER, ENGLAND, f 4 


till the end of January, with Tours in France and Germany to Follow 


Orewa 
} 





American Representative European Representative b 


MAX HART ERNEST EDELSTEN t 
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